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=—_—c MANIC. the Father of Cal Ceſar 
dei and the Son of __ and Antonia the 
younger, being adopted by his Uncle 
Tiberius, aſſum'd the Queſtorſhip five 
Years before the || Age allow'd by the 
Laws, and after that the Conſulate, 
When the News of Auguſtuss Death came abroad, he 
was with the Army in ff Germany; and the Legions 
univerfally in a Body rejecting Tiberius and offering 
him the Government, he with equal Fidelity. and 
Duty quieted them and appeas'd the Mutiny ; and 
ſhortly after, he beat the Enemy, and triumph' d. 
being again elected Conſul, before he enter's on the 
1 - | M3 Office, 


— — — 4 tt 
th. 1 — 4 
* — — 
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; Fenk 7 n 8 of 
The younger of that Name; ſbe was the Daughter of 
Mark Anthony and Octavia, "Auguſtus: Kiten, io 

[| Forty three was the. cuſtomary: Age, and was cala 
Tempus legitimum; bur th Qualification was frequent 
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Office, he was * hurry'd away to compoſe the Troy. 5 
dles of the Eaſt; where defeating the King of Arme. hi 
n/a, he reduc'd Cappadocia into a Province, and ex- 
picd, in the Thirry-fourth Year of his Age, of x 
Ungring Diſeaſe at Antioch, not without Suſpicion of 
Poylon. For beſide the livid Spots which aroſe all hi 
ever the Body, and a Foam which work'd out at the a 
Mouth, after the Burning, his Heart was found a. 90 
mong the Bones unconſuntd; the Nature of which fn 
is ſaid to be ſuch, that Fire cannot affect it, if it is Wl 3; 
once touch d with Poyſon. w. 
2. He dy'd, as 'twas thought, by the Treachery 
of Iiberius, and the Means of C Piſo; who being at 
that Time Governor of Syria, ſcrupled not to own, 
ke muſt of Neceſſity break either with the + Father 
or the Son, in order to ſupport himſelf; and when 
Germazicus lay ill, he obſerv'd no Bounds in vilifying 
and injuring him by Words and Actions: Where- 
*ore, at his Return to Pe, he was almoſt _ in, 
leces 


— — — * 


* The ſame Jealouſy and Fear which caufd Tiberius 
20 detain with him two Provincial Governors, ( 'ſee p..230.) 
and not let them go to their Governments, certainly induc's 
him to ſend Germanicus away from Rome as far as Ar- 
menia. He was afraid thoſe Governors ſhou'd act againſ 
kim, if they took Peſſ. ion of the Provinces ; and nom he 
apprehended, if Germanicus ſaid at Rome and enter d 
on the Conſulſhip, kis Popularity and Intereſt might tt 
pernicious to him, and hu Virtues make his own Vices the 
ore provoking 3 and kawving an Opinion of his Fidelity, lc 
*hought he might ſafely remove him to that Diſtance, u 
that it was ihe leaſt Hazard of the two. 


+ Tiberius and Germanicus. I. appears he was under 
Engagements of Friendſhip to Germanicus, and his Fortune 
principally depended upon Tiberius. His Intimacy with 
Germanicus made him more capable of ſerving Tiberius 
in this Diſigu, and Tiberius, tis likely, obſer d in him # 
Diſpoſition not averſe to ſo barbarous a Treachery, 
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Pieces by the People, and the Senate ff condemn d 
him to Death : * 

3 3. Germanicus, it is certain, poſſeſs d all the Accom- 
pliſhments of Body and Mind, beyond any Mau 
who ever liv'd. His Perſon was extremely graceful, 
his Courage high, and he excell'd in the Eloquence 
and Learning both of Greece and Rome. He was ſin- 
oularly courteous and benevolent, and had a molt 
ſurpriſing Manner ef attracting the Affection and 
Love of all Men. The Juſtneſs of his Proportion 
was ſomething leſſen'd by his having ſlender Legs; 


ry but in time he corrected this Defect, by his: daily 
t Cuſtom of Riding after Meals. He often engag'd the 
vn, Tnemy Hand to Hand, and pleaded in ſeveral Cauſes, 
ier even after he had receiv'd: the Honour of the Tri- 


umphal Ornaments ; and among other Monuments 
of his Studies, he lefr ſome Greek Comedies. Ar 
home and abroad he always ated with wonderful 
Humanity, and familiarly enter'd ſuch Towns as 
were Free or Confederate, without the Band of Li- 
Qors. Where-ever he difcover'd the Sepulctires of 
Hluſtrious Men, he facrific'd to their Manes, De- 


ius WJ ſigning to compoſe the ſcatter'd: Reliques of thoſe” 
0.) bo fell in the Slaughter of Yarus's Legions, he was 
ud the firſt to gather them up, and pile them together 
Ar with his own Hands. To his Enemies, upon what- 


ever Account he happen'd to have any, he carry'd 
himſelf with Lenity and Temper ; and when Piſe- 


ri had revers'd his Decrees, and ſpitefully inſulted ſe- 
; i: eral of his Dependeats for a long time, he never 
he veſented it, till he perceiv'd him practiſing upon his 
„ lite with * Incantations and Charms; and even then 
2, Or he proceeded no farther,than to renounce his Friend- 


hip in Form, and to order his Domeſticks, in caſe 
M. 4. any 


1 — 


t Upon the Impeachment of Vitellius, vbo war after 
wards Emperor. 3 

* See Tacitus, An. Book 2. where he man:ions the 
dels and Sorceries us d by Piſo. 
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248 The LIFE of 
any fatal Mifchief ſhou'd befall him, to revenge 


ir. 

4. The Effects of theſe beautiful Qualities were 
great and many. He was ſo belov'd by his Friends, 
and the Opinion of his Merit was ſo high, that 4» 
guſtus, to mention no more, had it under Conſiden. 
tion a long time, whether he ſhou'd not make him 
his Succeſlor, and at laſt oblig'd Tiberius to adopt him, 
He was fo acceptable to the People, that ſeveral 
have reported, whenever he took a Progreſs to any 
Country, or remov'd from thence to another, the 
Trowds wiuch flock'd about him and attended him 
on the Way, were ſo great, that he was often in 
Danger of his Life: And at his Return from Germ. 
», atter he had ſuppreſs'd the Sedition there, all the 
Fretorian Cohorts went forth to meet him, tho' by 
an expreſs Order, only two of them were allow 
to do it; and every Sex, Age, and Quality at Rom 
poui'd out to receive him at Twenty Miles Diſtance 
Lom the City. | 

g. But they expreſs d greater and more unqueſt. 
onable Proofs of their Affection to him, at the time 
of his Death, and after it. The Day on which be 
dy'd, they * pelted the Images of the Gods with 
Stones, and threw down their Altars; and many 
brought out their Lares and caſt them into the 
Street, and expos'd their new-born Children. Even 
Barbarians, who were at War with each other, and 
with us, as if ſome Domeſtick Calamity had fur. 
pris'd them, are ſaid to have conſented to a T ruce 
Jeveral 1 petty Kings tore up their Beards, and 
*:iy*d; the Heads of their Wives, in Token of the 

| | profoundel 


III 


— 


* The Popifh Mariners treat their Saints in the lit 
devout Manner, when. they ſconrge their Images to afpcil 
a Storm. 


* 
+ Reguli, 
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rofbundeſt Sorrow. And“ Megifanus, who was a 
x Lug of Kings, abſtain d from the Exerciſe of Hunt- 
ere Hing and from Eating, which with the Parrhians ig 
equal to a Suſpenſion of the Law-Courts with rr -. 
5. At Rome, when they firſt heard of his being ill, 


the whole City, full of Confuſion and Tears, flock'd- 


nim bout the Meſſengers which laſt arriv'd, to enquire- 
um. Mor News; and it being ſpread abroad in the Even- 

ell ng by ſome uncertain Hands, that he was better, 
any bey crouded to the Capitol from all Parts with 
= orches and Victims, and were on the point of 

im 


breaking open the Temple-Doors, not being able to 


n in rock the leaſt Delay in offering up their Thankſ- 
rm BWivings, Nor cou'd Tiberius ſleep for the Acclama- 
| the ons of the People, ſhouting, Hail O Rome, Hail our 
y, Germanicus is ſafe. But as ſoon as it was 


own he was dead, no Conſolation nor EdiQs cou'd - 
train their Lamentations, which continu'd all the 
Holy-Days of December. The Depravity of the 
imes which follow'd, wonderfulty augmented the 
lory of the Deceas'd, and endear'd his Memory; 
Men being juſtly of Opinion, that the Awe and 


ch he Reverence of Germanicus was a Curb upon Fiberius's 

with ruelty, which afterwards gave it ſelf a Looſe. 

man} 8 7. He marry'd ff Agrippina, the Daughter of M. A- 

— oa and Julia, and had by Her nine Children; of 
e 


hom two were ſnatch'd away in Infancy, and one 
hen juſt arriv'd at the Age of a Boy, whoſe Effi- 
1 fut. s in the Habit of a Cupid, Livia dedicated with 
eat Solemnity in the Temple of Venn, in the Capi- 
|: And Auguſtus plac'd another in his Bed-Cham- 
er, and always kits'd it at his Entrance. The reſt 
viv d theic Father, Three were of the Female 


M 5 Sex, 


1. 


e King of Parthia. He had ſeveral. petty Kings 
elt him, and is therefore ſtyld Rex Regum the 
le proud Title as the Eaſtern Monarchs now affect to uſe. ' 
Ie Saturnalia. ＋ 


19 , 
| Sec Page 217. 3 


2 4 People of the oo Germany. 
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Sex, Agrippina, Druſila and Livilla, who were bor 
in three Years ſucceſſively after each other; and 
there were as many Sons, Nero, Druſus and-Caius (4 
ſar. Nero and Dreſs were proſcrib'd by the Senate, 
at the Accuſation of Tiberius. 

8. Caius Ceſar was born the Day before the K. 
Tends of September, his Father and C. Fonteius Cabin 
being Confuls. The Reports concerning the Place 
of his Birth are ſo various, that it is altogether un. 
certain. Cn. Lentulus Getulicus ſays he was born it 
Tibur, and tt Pliny among. the 7} Treviri, in the Vil. 
lage of || Ambiatinum, near -|- Confluentes ; and 251 
Proof of it, he adds, an Altar was to be ſeen then 
with this Inſcription, 


O B 
A „„ NA. t 
PUERPERIUM. rm 
FOR ar 


THE SAFE DELIVERY 
| OF 4GRIPPINA. 
This Couplet which appear'd after he was Empera u. 


ſhews he was born among the Legions, when tir) 
were in Winter-Quarters; 


In Caſtris nut us, patriis nutritus in Armis, 
Jam deſignati Principis omen erat. 


Born in my Father's Camp, and bred in War, 
- Forſhew'd th' Imperial Purple which I bear. 


WM —— me 
Auguſt 3 . * 
Tt The elder Pliny, who wrote the Natural Hiſtor)- Wkric 


| 4 Town on the Rhine. | ; 
-\- Call'd ſo becauſe it ſtood at the Conflux of rhe Nui 
and the Moſell; now Coblentz, 


Caius CxSAR CALIGULA. 25 
y the Records of the Publick Acts, I find he was 


horn at Antium. Pliny confutes Getulicus, as report- 
2g a Falſhood meerly out of Flattery, in order to 
late, Wecive ſome Glory to a young. ambitious. Prince, 
zom the Circumſtance of his receiving his Birth in- 
K. City ſacred to Hercules ; and ſays it is a very impu- 
api ent Piece of Forgery, becauſe Germanicus's Son Who 
vas born at Tibur; was born there a Year before, and 
u. is alſo call'd by the ſame Name, Caius Cæſar; con- 
u ggerning whoſe amiable Childhood and untimely. 
Death, I have ſpoken above. But the Time it ſelf 
proves Pliny: For the Writers of Auguſius's Hi- 
bory agree, that Germanicus was ſent to Gaal at the 
ad of his Conſulſhip, . Caizs. being already born. 
for will the Infcription of the Altar be of any 
ervice to Pliny's Opinion: For Agrippina lay in twice 
thoſe Parts of two Daughters; and any Birth is 
m'd Paerperium, without Diſtinction of Sex; the 
ntients calling Girls Pueræ, and Eoys Paeli. There 
$ an Epiſtle of Auguſtus alſo extant, written a few- 
onths before his Death to his Niece Agrippina, in 
hich he ſpeaks thus concerning this Caias (for there 
as no other Infant of the Name then living :) Nſter- 
a) I ordcr'd Talarius and Aſellius to conduct four Child 
Pero BR +1115 70 pou, if the Gods think fit, on the f Fiftcentb of the 
lends of June. I ſend with-him-alſo a Phyſician of my 
pn Train, wyem I wrote Germanicus Word, be might 
g there with him, if he will. Farewel my Agrippina, 
1 take Care that thou may'ſt meet thy Germanicus mp, 
ud Health). Whence I think it is alen clear, 
at Caius cou'd not be born at a Place to which tre 
25 not ſent from Rome till he was near two Vears old. 
lis alſo deſtroys the Credit of thoſe Verſes, and 
e more eaſily, becauſe they carry no Author's . 
ame. The Authority therefore of the Publick A&s 
d Inſtruments which remain, is alone to be 1e- - 
arded ; eſpecially ſince Caius prefer d Antium before 
| | Mt | alt 
10 . 
bea - Port Town of Old Latium. | 
May 18th, 
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F her Hushand Auguſtus in his Will, p. 159. 
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all other Scenes of Receſs, and took a Pleafüre im it 
as in the Place of his Nativity; and it is ſaid, he 
intended to transfer thither the Seat and Reſidence 
of the Empire, being weary of Rome. 

9. He receiv'd the Cognomen of Caligula, from 1 
Jeſt made upon him in the Camp, where he was bred 
up in the Habit of the meaneſt Sort of Soldiers, 
What an Intereſt his being educared familiarly a. 
mong them, gave him in the Love and Favour of 
the Soldiers, was particularly feen by this, That 
when they + mutiny'd upon the Death of Augufu, 
and were in the utmoſt Rage, they were appeasd 
meerly by the Reſpect they bore to his Perſon :. For 
they wou'd not deſiſt, till they underſtood he was to 
be fent out of the Camp becauſe of the Danger of 
the Inſurrection, and to be lodg'd in the next City; 
at which immediately repenting themſelves, they 
ran and ſtopt his Chariot, and begg'd him not to in- 
fAift on them the Diſgrace they might have deſerv'd 
to ſuffer. 

10, He accompany'd his Father in his Syrian Expe- , 
dition ; and returning thence, he reſided at firſt with 
his Mother, and when ſhe was baniſh'd, with Ft L. 
via Auguſta, his Great Grand-Mother ; upon whom 
ha alſo pronounc'd a Funeral Oration from the Rofirs, 
in his Pretexta: He dwelt next with his Grand- 


Mother Antonia; and Tiberius ſending for him to Ce- 
| pres 


FAY Ra—_ ww. aa ca .c c + -  -.. 


— — — FEAR — 
* From Caliga, a Sort of Shoe worn ly the Common Sil 
diers. His Mother craftily oblig d him to wear their Habit, 
that ſhe might inſinuate him into their Affection by ſo unuſual 
a Condeſcention. 1 
. 


+ When they refub d to accept Tiberius, and wous f 
caf 


Lave made Germanicus, the Father of Caligula; En- q 
„ Fug ele | ſ 

++ The Word Auguſta is the Feminine Gender of tit = 
Adjective Auguſtus, and is equal to the Title of Livia is 
the Empreſs. She aſſum d this Style by the expreſs Oran of - 
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4 when he was Twenty Years old, in one and the- 
ame Day he put on the Virile Gown, and firſt. 
* ſhav'd his Beard, without any of rhe Ceremonies. 
which had been obſerv'd at that Seaſon for his Bro- 
thers. Here all manner of + Wiles and Inſinuations 
were practisd on him, to betray him into ſome Com- 
plaints againſt Tiberius: But he never gave his Ene- 
mies the leaſt Advantage, and forgot the Injuries- 
offer d his Relations, as if nothing had befallen them. 
What he endur'd himſelf, he paſs'd by with incredi- 
ble Diſſimulation; and was fo obedient and ſubmiſ- 
five to his x Grand-Father and thoſe who were about 
him, that it was not undeſervedly ſaid, There never was 
s better Servant, nor a worſe Maſter known. - 
, 1.1. Let 


| — 


* The Day of young Gentlemens firſt ſhaving their Beard, 
was obſerv d as a Feſtival ;. they receiv'd Compliments up- 
m it from their Acquaintance, and Gifts, and Offerings 
rere alſo made to the Goats for their Proſperity. aud Health, 


Ille metit barbam, crinem hic deponit amati, Cc. 
| Juv. Sat. 3. 


To pleaſe our Patrons in this vicious Age, 

We make our Entrance by the Fav rite Page; 

Shave his firſt Down, and when he polls his Hair, 

The conſecrated. Locks to Temples bear; | 

Pay tributary Cracknels, which he ſells, _ 

And by our Off "rings help to raiſe his Pails. 
My, Dryden; 


t His two Brot hers were caught in this Snare, and loſt 
mer Lives, (n. 219.) however Caligula happen d to e- 


ſcape. Perhaps the Terror of their Examples ſul du d his 


Rſentments, and made him perpetually on his Guard; and 

hi Mother, tis likely, eaut ion d him very ſtrictly to govern 

bis Paſſions ; for he was ſcarcely Maſter of Cunning enough 

of bimſelf to outwit Tiberius. FW 
* Tiberius, 
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11. Yet even then he cou'd not reſtrain his cruel 4 
and diſſolute Nature, but took a Pleaſure in being p 
2 at Puniſhments and. Executions ; and by P 

ight frequented the Brothels and Houſes of Ady]. 0 
tery, diſguis'd in a Peruke and looſe wrapping. Ml t 
Gown, and paſſionately purſu'd the Theatrical Arts. B 
of Dancing and Singing : In all which Tiberius _ 0 

0 
p 
F 
D 
It 
D 


g allow'd him, in hope they. wou'd ſoften his roug 

% and ſavage Diſpoſition. For the ſharp-ſighted old 

Fl Man ſaw ſo perfectly into his Genius, that he wou d 

I ſometimes ſay prophetically, Caius liv'd to be the Ru- 

1 ine of himſelf and of. all Mankind; and that he bred up 4 

# Serpent for the Roman People, and a Phaeton for the: | 
! World. N 5 4l 8 
| 12. Not long + after, he marry'd Junia Claudilla, at 


8 the Daughter of M. Silanus, a Man of the firſt Quali. Ti 
: ty. And being elected Augur in the Room of his 
1 Brother Druſus, before he was inveſted with the Ob 


fice, he was tranſlated to the High Prieſthood, with ut 
an extraordinary Character of his Piety and Qualiff. K 
cations. And the Imperial Family being very thin, P. 
and deſtitute of other Male Iſſue to ſupport it; Se- ha 
janus being alſo already ſuſpected, and ſhortly after de- W 
ſtroy'd; he began to entertain ſome Expectation of the 
Succeſſion : And to fortify his Pretenſions the more, of 
Junia dying in Child. Bed, he ſolicited Ennis Nevis, fo 


the Wife of Macro, who was then Commander of the H 
++ Pretorian Cohorts, to debauch her, promiſing ro . 
marry her if he obtain d the Empire, which he alſo 4 
confirm'd with an Oath, and ſign'd the Contract. W 


And having by her Means inſinuated himſelf. into 
her Husband, he undertook, as ſome believe, to poy- bs 
ſon Tiberivs, and order'd his Ring to be taken ot 

| While 


' ” - 


— = — — —— —— 11 


5 F * 

* Natrix, s Water- Serpent. 

+ After his aſſuming the Virile Gown, ſays Babelonius: * 
It The Emperor's Life-Guard. They were ſo powerful, 
that they frequently made wham they pleas'd Emperor; 25 
the Janixaries have done among the Turks. 


—__—. 
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while he was yet gaſping ; and imagining the Em- 
peror made a Shew of keeping it, he commanded. a. 
Pillow to be thrown upon him, and preſs'd it down 
on his Mouth, and ſmother'd him with his own 
Hand; and a Freedman of Tiberius crying out at the 
Barbarity of the Action, he was preſently taken and 
crucify'd. Nor is this unlikely to be true, ſince 
ſome report that he openly awn'd he had formerly. 
projected a Parricide, tho” he did not perpetrate it: 
For in repeating the Inſtances of his Affection and 
Duty to his Relations, he us'd to glory, That he en- 
ted the Chamber of Tiberius as he was aſleep, with a 
Dagger, to revenge the Death of his Mother and Brot her, 
and being touch'd with Pity, he flung away his Weapon 
and withdrew ; and that Tiberius, zho' he knew of the 
Thing, neither dard to enquire into it, nor ſbem any Re- 
entment. 
13. Thus he obtain'd the Empire according to the. 
univerſal Deſire of the Romans, or rather, of Human 
Kind; and was. a Prince inexpreſſibly grateful to the. 
Provincial Governors and the Soldiers, moſt of whom 
had known him in his Infancy; and even to the 
whole Body of the Common People of Rome, on the 
Account of his Father's Memory, and the Calamities. 
of his Family, which was almoſt deſtroy'd. There- 
fore as he remov'd from Miſeno, tho' he was in the. 
Habit of Mourning, and follow'd the Funerals of 
Tiberius, yet every where on the Road he paſs'd thro” 
Altars, Victims and kindled Torches, encompaſs'd 
with an inaumerable Croud who. met him full of 
Tranſport, 


em 


* The Emendation which Torrentius offers, nec quem- 
quam ſenſiſſe, inſtead of quanquam ſenſiſſet, makes 
Nonſenſe of the Paſſage: For if neither Tiberius, nor any 
me elſe knew of the Thing, where was the Wander it was 
never reſented ? In all Probability this was only a vain- 
$/orious Lie of Caligula, to perſuade People that Tiberius 
Pa; afraid of him. F 
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Tranſport, and beſide the + happy Appellations, call'$ | 
him Star, Nu ling, Love and Foſter-C Hd. ll 
14. When he enter'd the City, the Will of Tiberiv;, in 
by which his other Grandſon, who was yer a Youth, IM : 1 
was left Coheir with him, was by the Conſent of the p 
Senate, and a whole Croud which ruſh'd into the his 
Houſe, * made void, and the Right and Power of ten 
the whole was given him with ſo much Publick Joy, ¶ the 
that in the three next Months, or leſs, above a Hun. the 
dred and Sixty Thouſand Victims are faid: to have che 
been ſlain. And when he went a few Days after to bas 
the Iſlands near the Campanian Coaſt, they made Vows Won 
for his Return, no one omitting the leaſt Occaſion fro. 
of teſtifying his Solicitude and Concern for his Safe. Won 
ty. But when he happen'd to be taken ill, the no 
People watch'd about the Palace all Night; nor ute 
were fome wanting who vow'd ft to ſight in ſingle {Wee 
Combat, and to lay down their Lives for his Recove. Wpo!! 
ry, which they ſignify'd in Bills publickly affix'd in {Wer 
the Streets. Beſide this unbounded Love of the - po 
»nans, the Affection of Foreigners to him was very Wi: 
remarkable. || For Artalanu, King of the Parthian:, Hupe 
who always hated 7:6:riys and deſpis'd him, volun- ebe 
rarily ſought his Friendſhip, and came to a Confe. W*"1c 
rence with the 7 Confular Lieutenant; and croſſing 
the Euphrates, worſhip'd the Roman Eagles and En- 
igns, and the Images of the Cæſars. 
| 15. He 
+ Fauſta Nomina; ſuch were the Names Felix, Pius, 
C. : 
e have lately ſeen a remarkable Parallel to this, 
in the Caſe of the Dake of Orleans; in whoſe Favour th! 
Parliament of Paris ſet aſide the old King's Will, by which 
5 the Regency was, at beſt, divided between him and the Duki 
5 of Mayenne. 3 
tt He took ſome at their Word afterwards, and mat 
them execute their Compliment. Sce S 27. | 
See p. 234. 5 
+ Lucius Vitellius. See the Life of the Empem WR 
Vitellius, 8 2. | 45 
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7e. He alſo engag'd the Paſſions of Mankind by 
11 manner of Popularity. Having prais'd Tiberius 
in an Oration with a Flood of Tears, and given him 
z very noble Funeral, he haſten'd immediately to 
pandatauia and Pontiæ, to bring home the Aſhes of 
his“ Mother and Brother, tho' the Weather was very 
tempeſtuous, that his Veneration and Reſpect for 
them might be the more conſpicuous. He approach & 


d 
Th their Reliques with the higheſt Reverence, and put 
ive chem into the + Urns with his own Hands: And 
to haeing very ceremoniouſly with a Streamer diſplay'd 


on the Stern of the Ship, brought them to Oſtia, and 


W 

ba from thence along the Tiber to Rome, they were borne 
fe. Non two Biers to the 7 Mauſoleum at Mid-Day, by the 
the moſt Illuſtrious of the Equeſtrian Order. He inſti- 


tuted publick Sacrifices for their Manes to be offer'd 


nor 
ole every Year ; and yet farther, for his Mother he ap- 
ves pointed Circenſian Games, and a X Chariot in which 
I in ber Image was to be carry'd at the Time of thoſe 
ni. ports: In Remembrance of his Father, he call'd 
ery ide Month September, Germanicus. After this, he heap'd 
an, upon his Grand Mother Antonia, by one Decree of 


the Senate, all the Honours Livia Auguſta had ever 
enjoy'd ; and took his Uncle Claudius, who till _— 
ad 


* Apri ppina and Nero. The Mother was baniſh'd to 
Pandatavia h) Tiberius, and Nero to Pontia. See p. 218 


wm 
- 


*F- 


219, ba 3 
t Caſaubon ſays, that Nero's Urn is ſtill preſeru'd 
a: Rome, and has this Inſcription, OSSA. NERONIS. 


this, NCKSARIS. GERMANICE. CASARIS. F. DIVI. 
„be {MUG PRON, FLAMIN,. AUGUSTALIS. OU. 
bich PTORIS. The Bones of Nero Cæſar, the Sn of Ger- 
but: ranicus Cæſar, Grandſon of Divus Auguſtus, Flamen. 


Auguſtalis and Queſtor. 


made + The Maufoleum which Auguſtus erected for his 
_ 43 
X Carpentum, Sort of ſacred Chariots to carry the 


prove er of the Gods ar Proceſſions ; the Theuſæ mention'd 
45, were another, | | 


— 
＋ 
ö 


N a 0 : as "IT 
— p 


— — 
a IS LO nad LA. 


Sh OS oe 4. ys — 


A” 
—— 


—_ > 13 
— — — 


— - N = * * — "4 
— a \ 4 * — 
r es 


2 ol an 4 
. Su... 


* 
« 
5 


258 The LIFE of 


had been only a Roman Knight, for his Collegue in 
the Conſulſhip ; and adopted. his Brother Tiberius on 
the Day of his putting on the Gown of Manhood, 
and ſtyl'd him PRINCEPS J7 ULVE.NTUTIS, Prince 
of the Touth. As to his Siſters, he caus'd this Clauſe 
ro be added in the Publick Oaths, Nor do I value my 
JS If and my Children more dearly than Caius and his Siſters; 
and to the Preamble with which the Reports ot the 


Conſuls began, May it prove fortunate and happy 10 


Cæſar and to hy Siſters, With the ſame Popularity 
alſo he acquitted thoſe who lay under Sentence, and 
reſtor'd the baniſh'd, and pardon'd all Crimes which. 
were committed formerly and were not yet deter- 
min'd. The Depoſitions which had been made 4 
gainſt his Mother and Brothers, leſt the Informers 
and Witneſſes concern'd in them ſhou'd be held in 
1 Fear, he brought into the Forum; and 

aving appeal'd openly to the Gods, that he had 
neither read nor touch'd them, he + burnt them 
there. And ſome Papers being offer'd him concern» 
ing his own Security, he wou'd, not receive them, 
replying, He had done nothing to provoke any Man to be 
his Enemy; and declar'd, He won d lend no Ear tt I» 
formers. 

16. Being with great Difficulty prevail'd on not 
to caſt the ff Authors of monſtrous Luſts into the 
Sea, he baniſh'd them from the City. He 3 

˖ 


— A 


* 


* Quod bonum ſœlixq; ſit: The ſolemn Form of I 
troduftion with the Romans, 


According to what Suetonius ſays $ 30, this wat # 
meer Deceit ; for he veſery'd the Papers he pretended 1 
deſtroy, and made uſe of them againſt the Perſons cincem i 
in them: And this 1s more probable, becauſs his Temp"! 
was ſuſpicious and revengeful. 


tt The Spintriæ, mention'd p. 2c8;. 
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e in ide Writings of Labienus, + Cordis Cremutins and 
; on, ft caſſus Sever, which were order'd to be deſtroy'd 


y a Decree of the Senate, to be in every one's Hand, 
nd commonly read, pretending it wou'd be for his 
Advantage, to have the great Actions of former Ages 
tranſmitted to Poſterity. He publiſh'd the Accounts 


A. f the Empire, which us'd to be ſet forth by Augu- 
the , and which 7/5eriz had diſcontiau'd, and allow'd 
e Magiſtrates an uncontroll'd Jurifdiction, without 


ny Appeal to himſelf, He made a very ſtrict and 


rit 

= punctual Survey of the Roman Knights, yet not with- 
hich. Nut great |] Moderation; taking theic Horſe from. 
ter. Whuch as were of a vile and ſcandalous Character, and 


e i» Whoſe who were guilty of ſmaller Offences had their 
ners W\:mes left out in calling over the Roll. And to caſe 
d in Ne Labour of che Judges, beſide the four former Decu- 


ies, he added a fifth. He attempted alſo to revive the. 
uſtom of the 1 Comitia, and reſtore their Voices to 
the People. The Legacies expreſs'd in Tiberius's Will, 
ho' it was cancell'd, and even in that of Livia which: 
Tiberius himſelf had ſuppreſs'd, he paid ſo exactly, as 
0 receive no Complaint, He remitted the Import 


the WM * Seneca ſays, Labienus laid the aboliſhing of his 
ited Writings ſo to Heart, that he caus'd his Servants to incloſe 
the {Win in the Sepulchre belonging to his Family, and pin d 


bimſelf to Death, 

7 See the Note p. 226. 

it An Orator who had generally very ill Succeſs in his 
leadings, the Perſons he accus'd being moſtly acquitted ; 
mich occaſſon d a Jeft of Auguſtus upon him: The Archi- 
ef of his new Forum (p. 81.) being in Fear how the Pæo- 
le won d judge of the Building, I wiſh with all my 


ed g voul, ſays Auguſtus, Caſius wou'd arraign my Fo- 
ern d um. 
emper His Moderation conſiſted in puniſhing minute Offences 


my with omitting the Offenders Names at the Muſter. 
+ Aſemblies of the People, for eleSing Magiſtrates and 
UNS Laws, 
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of the hundreth Part in Publick Sales, which wy 
Rid upon 7taly; and made good their Loſs by Firs 
to ſeveral. And if he gave back any Princes their 
Kingdoms, he alſo reſtor'd them the whole Profit 
of their Revenues and Tributes arifen in the Inte. 
rim: As to Antiochus of * Camagena, he reſtor'd ; 
t Hundred Millions of Seſterces, which had been 
confiſcated. And that he might ſeem to be an En. 
courager of good Examples in every Kind, he pre. 
ſented a freed Woman with t Eighty Thouſand se. 
fterces, becauſe tho' ſhe was put to the moſt violent 
Tortures, ſhe made no Diſcovery of her Maſter's 
Crime, For theſe Things therefore, among other 
Honours, he had a Golden Shield decreed him; 
which upon a certain Day every Year, the yay 
of the Prieſts were to; carry into the Capitol, fol. 
tow'd by the Senate, and Boys and Girls of Noble 
Families, ſinging the Praiſes of his Virtues in Ver- 
ſes ſet to Muſick; and it was decreed, the Day of 
his Acceſſion to the Empire ſhou'd be call'd X Pal. 
lia, as if the City had been then founded anew. 

17. He held four Conſulſhips; the firſt for two 
Months from the Kalends of July, the ſecond for | 
thirty Days from the Kalends of January, the third 
to the ** Ides of January, and the fourth to the {t ſe· “.“ 


venth 

er 

1 * | e 
| ud ci 

* A ſmall Country by the River Euphrates, betwe " 5 
Meſopotamia and Cilicia, now cad d Aar. 17 
7 2500000 Crowns. i 
nm 


Tt 2000 Crowns. 
* This was paying him Divine Honour; for ſuch Fr. 0 
ecfſions us d to be made to the Gods. * 
Palilia were Feaſts in Honour of Pales, Godd:ſs H. 6; 


Flocks, inſtituted by Romulus te be held an the De 
founded the City. | ith | 


January 13th, al 
1+ January 7th. 


„ & cw 
3 
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enth of the ſame Ides : Of all which, he . join'd 
together only the laſt two without Interruption. 
ay, le enter'd upon the third at Lyons ſingly, and had no 
Collegue ; not, as ſome imagine, out of Pride or 
Negligence; but his Collegue dying the very Day of 
the Kalends, it Was impoſlible for him to be appris'd 
of it at ſuch a Diſtance. He twice gave a Congiary 
f+Three Hundred Seſterces to the People, and as 
fren a magnificent Entertainment to the Senate and 


6 he Equeſtrian Order, together with their Wives and 
ole Children; in the laſt of which he diſtributed Fo- 
ter; enſick Garments to the Men, and Scarfs of Purple 
other nd Scarlet to the Boys and the Women: And to 


make an Inlargement to the Publick Joy for ever, 
e added a Day to the Saturnalia, and call d it“ Ju- 
(4/118 

18, He exhibited Combats of Gladiators, partly in 
he Amphitheatre of , Taurus, and partly in the Sep- 
accompanying them at the ſame Time with Bands 
ff the beſt Aican and Campanian Champions, ſelect- 
d out of both Countries. He was not always || po. 
ent 


-1- Conſulſhips were ſaid to be conjoyn d, when the Per- 
m enter d upon them both on the Kalends of January, 
lich was the Day appropriated for Magiſtrates to begin 
heir Offces, Tiberius dying in March, Caligula cou'd 
wt enter on his firſt Conſulſhip on the Kalcnds of January; 
ud conſequently cou'd not that and the ſecond together : 
ind as he reign d but three Years and ten Months, he 
1 not hold four regular Conſulſhips. Babelonius. 
i. e. To each Man, as appears by the Smalneſs of the 
nm. 

Hecauſe he deſign'd it for the Diverſion of the Put h. 


F. e.. 
Statilius Taurus. See p. 82. 


oF | i| This Circumſtance of being preſent, and preſiding at 
„ Games, is particularly mention d, becauſe it was a 
g Hononr to be Preſident, and the People were pleas d 


th having the Emperor preſent. It is 4 herefore obſerv d 
a Picce of unpopular Ill. Nature in Tiberius, that he 
"7 gtncrally abſent, p. 211. 
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ſent at the Shews himſelf, but ſometimes order d the 
Magiſtrates or hisFriends to execute the Part of Pref. 
dent for him. He had Stage-Plays very often, 
of various Kinds, and in different Manners ; far 
ſometimes they were by Night, the whole City be. 
ing illuminated. At which Seaſons he ſcatter ft. 
veral Sorts of Tings among the People, and causd 
Wicker Baskets with variety of Victuals to be cr. 
ryd round to them Man by Man ; and obſerving 
once that a Roman Knight who was plac'd over x. 
gainſt him, fed very heartily, he ſent him his own 
Portion; and upon the ſame Account he ſent a $e. 
nator a Commiſſion, by which he created him Pre. 


tor extraordinarily. He preſented Circenfian Game; 


from Morning to Evening, ſometimes in the mid 
of them introducing the Hunting of Wild Beaſts 0 
Africa, and ſometimes the Trojan Exerciſe, When 
the principal Shews were perform'd, the Circus wis 
{trew'd with * Vermilion and Green; and ſcarcely 
any drove the Race-Chariots, but Perſons of the 
Senatorian Order. Once as he was beholding the 


Preparations for the Sports in the Circus, from the 


Gelotian Palace, he gave the Signal on a ſudden, be- 
_ a few who were in the Balconies hard by, de. 
ir'd it. i 

19. He invented a new and unheard of Kind 0 
Spectacle. For he join'd together the Space between 
Baiæ and the Moles of Puteoli, by a Bridge of almol 
Three Miles and Six Hundred Paces ; aſſembling 
Ships of Burden from all Parts, and having fi 
them down by Anchors in two Rows, he ſpread 
a Flooring of Earth upon them all level in a Line 
after the manner of the Appian Way. Over tl 
Bridge he paſs'd to and fro for two Days ſucceflively, 


On the firſt he was mounted on a Horſe nobly c- 


parifon'd, being adorn'd with an + Oaken 9 


an 


1 


Inſtead of Sand, with which it was commonly fen 
T 4 Civic Crown, See the Note p. 2+ 
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ind arm'd with an ff Ax, a Buckler and a Sword, 
and cloath'd with a Cymar of Gold: The next Day 
he was in the Habit of a Charioteer, in a Chariot 
drawn by two celebrated Horſes ; Darius a Boy, one 
of the Parthian Hoſtages ſitting before him, accom- 
pany'd by a Troop of the Pretorian Guards, and a 
Number of his Friends in * Wains. I know ſome 
were of Opinion, that he fram'd this Bridge out of 
in Emulation of Xerxes, who to the Wonder of Man- 
kind laid one, which yet was ſomerhing leſs, over 
the He/leſpont 3 and others thought he did it to ter- 
rify the Germans and Britons, whom he deſign'd to 
invade, with the Fame of ſome prodigious Under- 
taking: But I have heard my Grand-Father ſay when 
| was a Boy, the Reaſon which the Courtiers who 
were moſt intimate with him, gave of ir, was, that 
when Tibcrius was very anxious concerning a Suc- 
eeſſor, and was more inclin'd to fix upon his own 
Grand- Son, Thraſyllus the Aſtrologer aſſur'd him, 
Caius ſbos d no more come to be Emperor, than he ſbou d 
ride over the Bay of Baiz on Horſeback. | 

20. He alſo. exhibited SpeQacles in foreign Parts; 
as in Sicily, where he gave them the Athenian Games, 
and preſented miſcellaneous Sports at Lyons in Gaul, 
and a Prize of Eloquence in Greek and Latia: In 
which Diſpute the Vanquiſh'd,'tis ſaid, were oblig'd 
to preſent Rewards to the Victors, and to make 
Orations in their Praiſe ; and thoſe whoſe Perform- 
ances were moſt exploded, were order'd to blot out 
their Writings with a Sponge, or with their Tongue, 
unleſs they choſe rather to be chaſtis'd with Feru- 
ls, or to be thrown into the next River. 

21, He finiſh'd the Buildings which Tiberius had 
left imperfe&, as the Temple of Auguſtus and Pompey's 
Theatre; and began an Aquadu& in the Tiburine 

Region, 


15 


. 2 


it The Arms of the Amazons. 


Fſſeda, Chariots ud by the Gauls and Britons, 
der the Plate, | 
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Region, and an Amphitheatre near the Sta; g be 
which Works one was compleated by his Succeſſor be 
Claudius, and the other was neglected. The Wall; WM A 
of Syracuſe, which were fallen by length of Time br 
he repair d, and the Fanes of the Gods; and intend. WM V 
ed to rebuild the Palace of * Polycrares at Samos, and 7e, 
to perfect the Temple of Apollo Diaymæus at Miletu:; to 
to found a City on the Top of the Alps; but above in 
all to cut thro' the + 1*hmus of Achaia, and even WM Fo 
ſent a Principal Centurion of a Legion to meaſure Ml ap 
the Ground. ſhe 
22. Thus far T have ſpoken of him as a Prince; WM the 
the ſucceeding Part of the Hiſtory will relate the St. 
Actions 2s it were of a Monfter. Having aſſumd : W to 
world ot Sirnames, as Pius, 7; Caſtrorum Filius, Pato leg 
Exercituum, and Optimus Maximus Ceſar ; and happen. In 
ing to hear ſome Kings, who were come to Rome io Ml ex: 
do him Honour, diſputing among themſelves con- in 
cerning Nobility of Birth, he cry d out, Eis ,v tic 
Ew 65 gag, There muſt be but one Prince, and on hoc 
King. And was juſt on the point of immediately Nit. 
putting on the Diadem, and changing the 44 Impe- Wer: 
rial Enſigns into Regal; but being reminded, * * 
| : 0 
— — - — — b: 
* The famous Tyrant of Samos. He had for à lug 
Time a Courſe of ſurpriſing Proſperity ; but at laſt Oron- . 
tes the Perſian too him Priſoner, and crucify'd him. 
+ The Iſthmus of Corinth. Julius and other Prins , 
had alſo form'd the ſame Deſign in vain. | 
* This and the next Title allude, tis likely, to his being 
born in the Camp, according to the Verſes p. 252, and i 
the Sway he had with the Army: And the other, Opti- 
mus Maximus, ſeems to be aſſum'd out of an Afetatin 
of Divinity, it being the Style of Jupiter. 
+4 This only flatter'd his Vanity, and was no Additin 
fo his Power. For tho' the Romans cou'd ſubmit to live 
in as much Subjection to their Emperors, as other Nation 
did to their Kings; yet they cou d not endure the Scepith 
Diadem, &c. regarding them as Badges of Servitude, ani 
a: the Marks of a foreign Dominion. 
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of be was already ſuperiour both to Princes and Kings, 
ſor be began to claim to himſelf the Majeſty of a God, 
al Accordingly he caus d the Images which were cele- 
me. brated for exquiſite Workmanſhip and for Crouds of 
ö Worſhippers, and among them the Statue of Jupi- 
ter Olympicus, to be tranſported from Greece, in order 
to take off the Heads of them, and ſet on his own ; 
ind he extended one Part of the Palace as far as the 
Forum, which made the Fane of Caſtor and Pollux 
appear meerly as a Portico to it, Here he ofren 
ſhew'd himſelf to be worſhipp'd, ſitting between 
the two Brother- Gods, and ſome ſaluted him with the 


Ace} 

the Style of * Jupiter Latialis. He inſcrib'd a Temple alſo 
vd: WT to his own Divinity, for which he inſtituted a Col- 
pater lege of Prieſts, and provided the nobleſt Victims. 
pen. ln the Temple there ſtood a Golden Image of him 
ne o exactly after the Life, which was cloath'd every Day 
con- in the ſame Habit as he wore himſelf. All the 
o& nicheſt Perſons ſtrove for the Office of the Prieſt- 
de ood when it fell, and endeavour'd to purchaſe it 
ately it the higheſt Price. His Victims were Phœnicop- 
mpe- ters, Peacocks, Buſtards, Numidian Hens, Birds of 
that Ln, and Pheaſants, which were offer'd up every 


he 


— — 


long 
Jron- .. 
* 


inen Wi © The Temple of Jupiter Latialis was built upon Mount 

baus % Tarquin he Proud. He was cal/d Jupiter 
being Wi atialis, becauſe he was worſhipp'd by the People of La- 
and dum, and was their ſupreme Tutelary God. 1 
Opt. t After the Example of Endymion, with whom the 
ati et, feign d the Moon to be in Love, and that ſhe came 

„e meer him on the Top of Mount Latmos in Aſia, 
{dition ang ſpent whole Nights in the Amour. Endymion was 
'0 % of Elis, and loſing the Prize at the Olympick 
Jatim eG aner, 10 Jaid to have retir'd to Mount Latmos, where 
xepirh : employ d himſelf in making Aſtronomical Obſervations 


e Non the Stars and the Moon, from whence the Fable plaine 
| arole, . 


Day according to their Kind. At Night he conſtant- 
ly made court to the full t Moon when ſhe ſhone 
N brightly, 


—  —— ————— — 
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brightly, and invited her to his Embraces and hi, 
Bed. In the Day he held private Converſation 
with Jupiter Capitolinus ; ſometimes whiſpering to the 
Image, and then turning his Ear to it to liſten, ang 
ſometimes raiſing his Voice with menacing Expreſ. 
ſions: For he was over-heard to threaten, 


*Etg jaiay Aayany miggu Ot. | 
TIl fend you packing to Greece again. 


At laſt being reconcil'd, as he gave out, by * Jupiter 
Eatreaties, and invited by him into his Apartment, 
he carry'd a Gallery over the Temple of Augufu, 
and join'd the Palace and the Capitol together ; and 
that he might be yer nearer to the God, he laid the 

Foundation of a new Houſe cloſe by the Capitol. 
23. He delir'd he might neither be eſteem'd not 
call'd the Grandſon of + Agrippa, becauſe of his mean 
Original; and was angry if any one in an Oration, 
or a Poem, mention'd || his having his Statue plac 
| among 


——_——©=*AE__ 


— — 


_ * That is, Jupiter being afraid of his Menaces, hun 
ſu d for Fauour; and aſſuring him, if he wou d be ſo gi. 
cious as not to turn him out of his Temple, and tranſpm 
kim to Greece, he was very willing he ſhou'd ſhare th 


Capitol with him, and deſires him in a reſpij ( 

Manner, he wou d be pleas d to honour him with the Cm. 

pany of his Divinity. Caligula wich great CondeſcentinM, ;, 

accepts the Propoſal, and provides himſelf an Avenu "i * x; 

the Temple; and not thinking that ſufficient, builds lu Cern 

4 Houſe juſt beſide it. U 
+ Upon the Death of her firſt Husband Marcell , 


Agrippa marry'd Julia the Daughter of Auguſtus, | 
whom be had Agrippina, Caligula's Mar her by Gen 
nicus. See p. 111, 112. | 
II Ax. Agrippa's ; for this was aſſerting him 19 bt | 
the Family of the Cœſars; and the ſenſeleſs Pride of 0 
ligula affe#ed rather to be thought born ju Incef, li 
Aeſcended from him. 
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iis Wl among thoſe of the Cæſart. He affirm'd alſo, that 
ns Wl tis Mother was begotten inceſtuouſly by Ar Augaſtur 
the on his Daughter Julia And not content with this 
nd Wl Defamation of Auguſtus, he forbad the“ Actian and 
tel. S.cllan Victories to be celebrated with ſolemn Holi- 
days, as having been pernicious to the Roman Peo- 
ple. His Grand-Mother Livia, he commonly call'd 
1 + She-Ulyſſet, and had the Boldneſs to accuſe her of 
n obſcure Deſcent in a Letter to the Senate; as if 
Arfdius Lingo, her Grandfather by the Mother's Side, 
were only a || Decurio at & Fundi, when 'tis certain 


ent, by publick Monuments, that he enjoy'd ſeveral Ho- 
vftu, nours at Rome. His Grand-Mother Antonia deſiring 
to ſpeak with him in private, he refus'd to admit 
d the ler, unleſs Macro, a Prefect of the Guards, was pre- 
1. N 2 - - (enter 
| not 4 
mean * . 
ation, 
pc t het her this Imputatiom on Auguſtus be juſt, er 
mong y groundleſs Slander of Caligula's, tis certain Julia's 
——— rf was abandon d enough to admit it, and Au- 
zuſtus himſelf was too diſſolute to make ſuch a Suppoſition 
bum pale. It has been thought, that Ovid ow'd his Bas 
ſo ge bent to bis ſurpriſmg the Emperor at unaware in theſe 
2 mois Embracet, and that he alludes to it when he ſays, 
are it 
Link Cur aliquid vidi? cur conſcia lumina feci? 
2 Cen- 


ſcenti Wi; be durſt not declare it expreſiy. 

1c0ue M * Thu; Tiberius vilih d the great Aﬀions and Vifories' 
Germanicus, p. 216. 

t Ulyſſes Stolatus. This Character of Livia is juft, 

a is properly expreſs'd : For as Ulyfles was fam'd for 

btiltz and crafty Counſels, Livia excelld in the Art of + 
itical Intrigues and Cunning. | ; 

|| A Common Council- Man, or Alderman of the Town: 
when the Romans ſent à Colony to any Place, they 
Winted a tenth Part of them to be @ Council to the Core 

ation, who- from thence were call Decuriones, _ 
cee Page 168, 
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ſent: And by ſuch like Indignities and Vexationg 
he was the Cauſe of her Death, having alſo, as ſome 
believe, given her a Doſe of Poyſon. Nor did he 
pay her any Honours after her Death ; but as her 
bile was burning, he view'd it from his Parlour. 
Window. He flew his Brother ＋ Tiberius by Sur. 
prize, ſending in a Military Tribune to diſpatch him 
on a ſudden; and his Father-in-Law || $ilanushe forc'd 
to deſtroy himſelf, and cut his Throat with a Razor, Wl * 
He pretended Silanus had refus'd to follow hin Ml © 
when he put to Sea in tempeſtuous Weather, and Ml 
Raid behind to ſeize upon the City, if any Miſchicf e 
ſhou'd befall him in the Storm; and that Di e 
ſmell'd ſtrong of an Antidote he had taken out of WM 
Precaution leſt he ſhou'd poyſon him: Whereas 5. MI 
lanus, by refuſing to embark with him, only de. MW © 


—_— = So A a 


TA = 


ſign'd to avoid the Trouble of being Sea-ſick, and aft 
to eſcape the Fatigue of the Voyage; and 7iberiu WM © 
had us'd a Medicine for a violent Cough, with which WM **? 
he kad been long afflicted. Nor did he reſerve hu 
Uncle Claudius for his Succeſſor, but in jt Deriſion - 
and Sport, ” 

24. He defil'd all his Siſters, and at a full Tab 
Plac'd each of them by turns in his 3 Boſom, * 2 

b 

* *Tis likely, his Hatred to her aroſe from her ſurpriſi M 
bim once in Inceſt with his Siſter. See p. 269. * 

+ Not long before, he had ſbewn extraordinary Foo . # 
yo him, adopting him, and creating à new Title for kit 150 
Page 258. | . 


Page 254. 
+# He look'd upon him as little better than a Changliꝶ 2 


and pleas d himſelf with thinking what a ridiculous gu 
he won d make when he came to the Empire. Thus Mull 
pha, the Uncle of Sultan Morat, ow'd his Life alſo 11 

Folly. 
r The Roman Cuſtom was to lie on Beds at their Meal 
Lach Bed was contriv'd to hold three Perſons, and then 
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his Wife lay behind. Of theſe. he is thought to 
have deflower'd Druſilla while he was yet a Boy; 
and he was ſurpriz'd in her Embraces by his Grand- 
Mother Antonia, with whom they were educated to- 
zether. He took her afterwards from Lucius Caſſius 
Linginus, a Conſular Man to whom the was marry'd- 
and openly kept her as his lawful Wife, and in his 
Sickneſs appointed her for the Heireſs of his Goods 
and the Empire. When ſhe dy'd, he ordain'd a Va- 
cation, during which it was a Capital Crime for any 
Man to laugh, to waſh, or to ſup with his Parents, 
or his Wife, or Children. And in the Impatience 
of his Grief hurrying our of Town ſuddenly by 
Night, and poſting thro' Campania, he went to Syra- 
iſ: ; and from thence again return'd haſtily to the 
City, without having ſhav'd his Beard. And ever 
after, upon all Occaſions, and even in his Speeches 
to the People or Soldiers, he ſwore only by the De- 
ity of Druſilla. His other Siſters he neither lov'd 
with fo inflam'd an Affection, nor treated in ſo ho- 
nourable a Manner, having often proſtituted them 
to his Catamites. He condemn'd them therefore the 
more readily at the Trial of * Amilius Lepidus, as- 
guilty of Adultery, and privy to that Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt himſelf. And he not only publiſh'd the Papers 


N 3 of 


came the Name Triclinium. They reſted on one Side ; and 
therefore of three Perſons lying together, me neceſſarily lay 
in the Boſom of him who was in the Middle, and the other 
{ay behind. The higheſt Place was eſteem d the moſt honourable, 
ana next to that the middle: Accordingly Caligula here 
places his Wife above him out of a pretended Reſpect, and 
bimſelf in the midſt, his Siſter lying cloſe to his Breaſt be- 
iw, for Wantonneſs and Dalliance. 

He marry'd Caligula's Siſter Druſilla, aſter Longi- 
nus, from whom her Brot her took her by Violence. A gripe 
Pina ſeeing him to be a Man of a bold and enterpriſing” 
purit, proſtituted herſelf to him to engage him in her In 
tereſ', that by his Aſiftance ſhe might obtain the Empire. 


+ 9 „ = bo oy bo he * 
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ſent : And by ſuch like * Indignities and Vexations 
he was the Cauſe of her Death, having alſo, as ſome 
believe, given her a Doſe of Poyſon. Nor did he 
Pay her any Honours after her Death; but as her 
ile was burning, he view'd it from his Parlour. 
Window. He flew his Brother Tiberius by Sur. 
prize, ſending in a Military Tribune to diſpatch him 
on a ſudden; and his Father-in-Law || $ila»ushe forc'd 
to deſtroy himſelf, and cut his Throat with a Razor, 
He pretended Silanus had refus'd to follow him 
when he put to Sea in tempeſtuous Weather, and 
Raid behind to ſeize upon the City, if any Miſchief 
ſhou'd- befall him in the Storm; and that Tiberius 
ſmell'd ftrong of an Antidote he had taken out of 
Precaution leſt he ſhou'd poyſon him: Whereas Si- 
lanus, by refuſing to embark with him, only de- 
ſign'd to avoid the Trouble of being Sea-ſick, and 
to eſcape the Fatigue of the Voyage; and Tiberius 
had us'd a Medicine for a violent Cough, with which 
he kad been wl afflicted. Nor did he reſerve his 
Uncle Claudius for his Succeſſor, but in ff Deriſion 

and Sport, | 
24. He defil'd all his Siſters, and at a full Table 
plac'd each of them by turns in his |; Boſom, on 
his 


6 


8 


* *Tis likely, his Hatred to her aroſe from her ſurpriſig 
bim once in Inceſt with his Siſter. See p. 269. 

+ Not long before, he had ſbewn extraordinary fuvur 
Yo him, adopting him, and creating # new Title for hin. 
Page 258. | 


|| Page 254. | | 
++ He look'd upon him as little better than a Changling, 


and pleas d himſelf with thinking what à ridiculous Figut 
he wou d make when he came to the Empire. Thus Muſta- 


pha, the Uncle of Sultan Morat, ow'd his Life alſo to bi 


n 
Folly. wh = 
r The Roman Cuſtom was to lie on Beds at their Meals. 5 


Lech Bed was contriv d to hold three Perſons, and then 
6 / 
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his Wife lay behind. Of theſe he is thought to 
have deflower'd Druſilla while he was yet a Boy; 
and he was ſurpriz'd in her Embraces by his Grand- 
Mother Antonia, with whom they were educated ro- 
2ether. He took her afterwards from Lucius Caſſius 
Linginus, a Conſular Man to whom the was marry'd,- 
and openly kept her as his lawful Wife, and in his 
Sicknels appointed her for the Heireſs of his Goods 
and the Empire. When ſhe dy'd, he ordain'd a Va- 
cation, during which it was a Capital Crime for any 
Man to laugh, to waſh, or to ſup with his Parents, 
or his Wife, or Children. And in the Impatience 
of his Grief hurrying out of Town ſuddenly by 
Night, and poſting thro' Campania, he went to Syra- 
eie; and from thence again returr'd haſtily to the 
City, without having ſhav'd his Beard. And ever 
after, upon all Occaſions, and even in his Speeches 
to the People or Soldiers, he ſwore only by the De- 
ity of Druſilla. His other Siſters he neither lov'dk 
with fo inflam'd an Affection, nor treated in ſo ho- 
nourable a Manner, having often proſtituted them 
to his Catamites. He condemn'd them therefore the 
more _— at the Trial of * Amilius Lepidus, as 
guilty of Adultery, and privy to that Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt himſelf. And he not only publiſh'd the Papers 


N 3 of 


came the Name Triclinium. They reſted on one Side ; and 
therefore of three Perſons lying together, me neceſſarily lay 
in the Boſom of him who was in the Middle, and the ot her 
lay behind. Ihe higheſt Place was eſteem d the mo Honourable, 
and next to that the middle: Accordingly aligula herg 
Places his Wife above him out of a pretended Reſpecł, and 
bimſelf in the midſt, his Siſter lying cloſe to his Breaſt be- 


im, for Wantonneſs and Dalliance. 


" He marry d Caligula's Sifter Druſilla, after Longi» 
nus, from whom her Brother took her by Violence. A grip- 
pina ſeeing him to be @ Man of a bold and enterpriſing 
irt, proſtituted herſelf to him to engage him in her In 
tereſt, that by bis Aſſiftance ſhe might obtain the Empire. 
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of all the Partifans, which he obtain'd by Fraud, and 
by debauching the Wives of the Perſons concern'g 
but alſo conſecrated three Daggers which were pro- 
vided for his Murder, to Mars the Avenger, with an 
Inſcription expreſſing the Fact. 

25. It is not eaſy to determine, whether he made, 


or broke, or obſerv'd his Marriages with greater In 


famy. Being preſent out of Reſpect at the Nuptials 
of Livia Oreſtilla with C. Piſo, he commanded her to be 
carry'd home to his Palace, and within a few Days 
turn'd her off; and two Years after, he baniſh'd her, 
becauſe ſhe feem'd to have return'd to the Arms of 
her former Husband. Others ſay, that being at the 
Marriage-Supper by Invitation, he ſent Piſo, who lay 
over againſt him at Table, this Meſſage, Don't touch 
my * Wife; and immediately led her away, and de. 
clar'd the next Day in an Edi&, that he had made 
his Marriage after the Example of f Romulus and Au- 
guſtus. Upon an accidental Mention of her Grand- 
Mother as an extraordinary Beauty in her Time, he 
immediately order'd tt Lolia Paulina, who was mar. 
ry'd to C. Memmius a'/Conſular Man, and Commander 
of the Army, to be brought to him out of the Pro- 
vince ; and parting her from her Husband, marryd 
her himſelf, and in a ſhort Time diſmiſs'd her, and 
interdicted her the Embraces of any Man for ever, 
Ceſonia, who was neither handſome nor in her 
Prime, and who was alfo a Mother of three Daugh- 
ters by another Man, and a Woman of the utmoſt 


Laſciviouſneſs and Luxury, he lov'd with fo much 
A 1 Ardour 


—— — 
_ * Forbidding him to conſummate the Marriage, and tell. 
ing kim in other Words, he wou d have her for his own. 

+ Romulus ſcix d a Wife by Force at the Rape of the 
Sabine omen; and Auguſtus took Livia when ſhe was 
big with Child, from her Husband Tiberius Nero. 

++ She was the Grand-Daughter of M. Lollius, Cali- 
gula's Tutor, See p. 178, 179. She was mary d after. 
wards to the Emperor Claudius 
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Ardour and Conſtancy, that he often ſhew'd her to 
the Army, riding by his Side, array'd with a“ Milt- 
ary Scarf, and arm'd with a Shield and Helmet, and 
to his Friends he expos'd her naked. He alſo ho- 
nour'd her with the Name of + Wife, and in one 
and the ſame Day, both declar'd himſelf her Huſ- 


hand and the Father of the Girl which was born of 


her. He nam'd the Child Julia Druſilla; and carry- 
ing her round the Temples of all the Goddeſſes, laid 
het down in Minerva $ Lap, commending her to the 
Deity to be foſter'd and train'd up. Nor was he 
convinc'd ſhe was his own Offspring by any thing 
ſo much as by her Barbarity, which was ſo great 
even in her tender Age, that ſhe wou'd endeavour 
to ſcratch and tear the Eyes and Mouths of her Play- 
Fellows with her Fingers. 

26, It wou'd be a low and trifling Thing to add, 
after what Manner he treated his Relations and 
Friends. As Ptolemy the Son of King Juba, and his 
Couſin German (for he was M. Anthony's Grand-Son 


by his Daughter 7 Selena) and particularly 1 Macro 


and Ennia, who had aſſiſted him in gaining the Em- 
pire, all whom he cut off by a cruel Death, in Con- 
tempt of the Rights of Kindred and the Largeneſs 
of their Merits, Nor did he ſhew more Reſpect or 
N 4 Lenity 


© ” 2 — 


"—_— 


* The Habit of an Amazon, for which Caligula ſeems 
to have had a wonderful Fancy. 

f Tho" he own'd himſelf to be marry'd to others before, 
het he gave Cæſonia this Title in Form. It ſignify'd as 
much as Empreſs, or Queen-Conſort, and was meerly 
an Honour; but it inveſted her with no Share in the Ads 
miniſtration. | 

Mark Anthony's Daughter by Cleopatra. Her Name 
enen the Moon, in Greek uu; 7 in their Reveli 
at the Rites of Iſis, She and Anthony appear'd in the 


Habit of a God and Goddeſs, under the Names of Bacchus 
and Luna. 


It See Page 254. 
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Lenity towards the Senate: ſome of whom who had 

borne the higheſt Honours, he ſuffer'd to run by his 

Chariot in their Gowns for ſeveral Miles, and to ſtand 

ſometimes at his Head, and ſometimes at his Feet, 

girt wich X Linnen Towels while he was at Sup. 

per; others, tho' he had deſtroy'd them privately, 

he yet continu'd to enquire for as if they were alive, 

and after a few Days pretended they had made them. 

{clves away by a voluntary Death. The Conſuls for. 
getting to proclaim his Birth-Day, he depriv'd them 
of their Othce, and the Commonwealth was with. 
out the * fupreme Magiſtrates for three Dzys. His 
Queſtor being nam'd in a Conſpiracy, he ſcourg'd 
him, and pull'd off his Veſt to lay it under the Sol- 
diers Feet, that they might ſtand the firmer to ſtrike 
the Blows. He treated the other Orders alſo with 
equal Pride and Violence. Being diſturb'd by the 
Noiſe of the People crouding at Midnight into the 
Places in the Circus for which they paid no Money, 
he had them-all driven out with Clubs; in which 
Tumult above twenty Roman Knights were preſ;'d 
to Death, and as many Matrons, beſide an infinite 
Number of others. At the Stage-Plays, to ſet the 
Common People and the Knights together by the 
Ears, he threw about the Tickets for the Preſents 
he deſign'd to diſtribute among them, ſooner than 
che uſual Hour, that the Rabble might ruſh into 
their Seats and keep our the Knights. At the Com- 
bats of the Gladiators, when the Sun ſhone out melt. 
ing hot, he drew back the I Curtains, and forbad 
any one to quit the Place. He wou'd change the 
common Methods of the Exerciſe, and bring upon 
the Stage Wild Beaſts which were half ſtarv'd and 
founder d; 


82 


X Like the common Slaves who waited. 

* The Confuls. 

The Roman Theatres were open at the Top. The 
Uſ: of Curtains to skreen the Speftators was firſt iutraduc a 
5 QCatulus, who is ment ien d p. &. 
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frunder'd ; and, to encounter them, a Set of wretch- 
ed Gladiators, who were decrepit with. Age, and. 
eren noted Maſters of Families, who were remark- 
able for ſome bodily Weakneſs and Defect. And. 
ſometimes he ſhut up the Granaries, and told the- 
People they ſhou'd faſt. 

27. The Cruelty of his Temper appears chiefly by- 
theſe Inſtances. The Cattel with which they fatte 
the Beaſts for the Shews, being very dear, he mark 


out ſome of the Criminals to be flaughter'd for that. 


Cervice; and reviewing the Priſoners who were. 
plac'd in a Rank before him, he never troubled him- 


ſelf to look over any one's Indictment, but only as- 
he ſtood in the Middle of the Row, From Bald-Head. 


10 Bald- Head, ſays he to the Executioner, and order'd. 
him to lead them off. He oblig'd a certain Perſon” 
who had vow'd to combat for his Health, to make. 
good his Word, and look'd on while he fought; nor. 
did he releaſe him till he had worfthe Victory, and 

after a World of Intreaties: Another having vow d 
he wou'd die on the ſame Account, and: delaying to 


fulfil his Promiſe, he deliver'd him up, dreſs'd with. 


t Vervaia and Ribbands, to the Boys, to drive him 
thro' the Streets and call on him to execute his Vow, 


till they made him throw himſelf from the Top of 


an Eminence. Many who were of an honourable 
Fortune, having firſt branded them, he condemn'd 
to the Mines, or to working on the Publick- Ways, 
or to the Beaſts ; or ſhut them up in a narrow Cage. 
which'conſtrain'd them to ſtand upon all Four, ke 
Cattle; or elſe he ſaw'd them aſunder. in the Mid- 
dle. Nor did theſe ſuffer for flagrant Offences, but 
either for having diſlik'd his Shews, or becauſe they. 
ud never fworn by his ones He forc'd Parents. 
| * 5. to 


f7— — 
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He obſerv d, tis likely, that a Bald Head fund at each 
Ed f the Row, and therefore us d this Expreſſion, to bid 
bimtake them all away in a Body and execute them, 

Aer the Manner of a Vifim. to be ſacrific'd. , 


. 
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to be preſent at the Execution of their * Sons and 


one excuſing himſelf becauſe of Sickneſs, he ſent 
him his * Litter. Another he took with him directly 
from the Sight of the Puniſhment to a Banquet, and 
with the higheſt Pleaſantry call'd upon him to be 
merry. The Maſter of his Gladiators and Wild 
Beaſts, he caus'd to be cramp'd with Irons, and beat. 
en for two Days — — before his Eyes, and did 
not kill him outright till his Brain was putrify'd, 
and offended him with the Stench: He burnt 2 
T Stage-Poet in the Middle of the Theatre, for an 
er- Jeſt in one of his Verſes. A Romas 
Knight who was thrown to the Beaſts, cryin 
out that he was innocent, he had him taken up, — 
cutting out his Tongue, threw him to them again. 
28. Enquiring of one whom he recall'd from a 
former Baniſhment, how he us'd to employ his Time 
there, and the other in Flattery anfwering, I wa: 
always praying to the Gods, that, as it has prov'd, Tide- 
rius might periſh, and u might reign j he thought the 
Perfons he had baniſh'd alfo pray'd for his Death, 
and fent ſome round the Iſlands where they were, 
to cut their Throats. Having a great Mind to get 
a Senator 4+ torne in Pieces, he ſuborn'd ſome to 
call him a || Publick Enemy on a fudden as he enterd 


the 


— 
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* This and his urging them afterwards to be merry, art 
8s ſtrong Expreſſions of Barbarity as can eafily be imagin d. 
« * To bring him, if he was not able to walk. 

+ Atellanz (ſcil. Fabulz) Poeta. One who wrote 
Atellanic Farces. See the Note p. 209. 

Ff Caligula ſeems to have ſet his Mind upon this par- 
ticular Circumſtance of Barbarity, and to have reſolv d to 
fee it executed; fir he was not fatisfy'd with murdering 
the Man, but caus d his Carkaſs to be-torne in Pieces after 
he was ftabb'd. | | ; 

II That is, Traytor, or Out-Law. The Ruffians rai: 
this Cry upon the Senator, that the Perſons who were U 
might imagine him to be really ſuch, and not interpeſe it 
ſave him, ID 
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the Houſe,and attack him; and after they had ſtabb'd 
tim with their Styles, to deliver him up to the reſt 
of their Party to be pull'd aſunder. Nor was he ſa- 
tisfy'd, till he ſaw the Members, Joints and Bowels 
of the Man dragg'd thro' the Streets, and pil'd in a 
Hezp before him. W 

29. He heighten'd the Cruelty of his Deeds by the 
Barbarity of his Expreſſions. There was nothing in 
his Temper, he ſaid, which he fo much lik d and 
applauded, as, to uſe his own Word, his de. 
His Grand-Mother Antonia adviſing him once upon a 


certain Affair, as if it was a ſmall Thing not to fol- 


low her Counſel, Pray remember, ſays he, tit lawful- 
fir me to do whatever I pleaſe with any Man. When he 


was about to kill his Brother, and ſuſpecting he had: 


fortify'd himſelf againſt Poyſon by proper Medi- 


cines, + What, ſays he, an Antidote againſt Ceſar? He 


threaten'd his Siſters whom he baniſh'd; that he had 
not only Iſlands, but Swords at his Command. A 
Pretorian Man often ſolliciting from his Retire- 


ment at & Anticyra, whither he went on Account of 


his Healch, for Leave to be abſent longer; he com- 
manded him to be ſlain, adding, Bleeding is neceſſary 
for one who in ſo long a Time has veceiv'd no Good by Helle- 
lire. Every || tenth Day, when he ſign'd the War- 
rant for the Criminals to ſuffer, he ſaid he was clear 


ing 


— 


His inflexible Obſtinacy in his Refulutions, which. no 
Counſels nor Perſuaſions cou d alter. 


+ In a proud Rage, that Tiberius ſhou'd think any - 
thing cou'd defend his Life, when he was pleas'd to invade + 


it. 


Efe&s. | | 
|| The tenth after Condemnation ; for by a Decree of the 


Senate, the Criminals were repriev d ſo long after the Sen- 
nee. SEE p. 243. 
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X An Band of Greece, fam'd for good Hellebore, and 
much reſorted to upon that Account by the Romans; among 
whom Hellebore was in great 'Requeſt, for its ſalutary - 
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ing off bis Accounts. Having condemr'd ſome 64 
and Greeks together at one time, Now, ſays he in 
vaunting Manner, 1 think I have ſubau'd | Gallogra 
Cia. | 
30. He very ſeldom permitted any one to be put 
to Death, but by ſmall and often repeated Stabs; it 
being a perpetual and known Inſtruction with him 
Ita feri, ut ſe mori ſentiat : Strike ſo as he may f 
himſelf die. Having once, by a Miſtake of the Name 
executed a Perſon whom he did not deſign, He de- 
ſerv'd it, ſays he, as well as the other. He frequently 

repeated thoſe Words of the Tragedy, | 


Oderim, dum metuant. 


Let them. hate, fo they fear. 


He often inveigh'd againſt all the Senators withour 
Diſtinction, as Friends of Sejanus, or ? Delators o 
his Mother and his Brothers, producing the X Pa- 
pers he pretended were burnt, and juſtifying Tiberi- 
ass Cruelty as even neceſſary, ſince it was impoſſi- 
ble for him not to believe fuch a Multirude of Ac- 
cuſers. He was continually reviling the Equeſtri- 
an Order, for being addicted to the Entertainment 
of the Stage and Circus. Being provok'd' at the Peo- 
ple's favouring the || contrary Faction to Him, he 
cry'd out, , 1wiſh the Roman People had but one = 


„ 


+ 4 Pun upon the Words Gaul and Greek, and ths 
Name of the Country call'd Gallogræcia. | 

* The ſame Strain of Cruelty as was in Tiberius. 
P 186. 

* Informers, cal d Delatores by the Romans, 

X See p. 258. 

The Factions were diſtinguiſh'd by their Colours: The 
Colours were Blew, Red, White and Green; Domitian af- 
terwards added two, the Golden and Purple. The Faitivn 
Caligula eſpous'd was the Green. | / 
++ That he might ſtrike it off at à Blow, : 
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And when they. call'd out to have Terrinius the Rob- 
her brought on upon the Stage, he ſaid, They were 
themſelves Tetrinius's. Five * Retiarii in their + Tu- 
nics fighting in a Company, yielded themſelves with- 
out any Diſpute to as _ Purſuers ; and being or- 
der'd to be ſlain, one of them ſnatch'd up his Tri- 
dent and flew all the Victors: This he r deplor'd 
in an Edict as a moſt bacbarous Piece of Butchery, 
and execrated thoſe who cou'd bear to behold it. 

31. He us'd openly to lament the Condition of 
his Times, that they were not render'd remarkable 
by ſome publick Calamities: Complaining that Au- 
guts Reign was made memorable by the || Varian 
Slaughter, and 7iberius's by the Xx Fall of the Thea- 
tre at Fidenz; but that the Proſperity of his own, 
wou'd fink his Name in Oblivion. Therefore he 
wiſh'd for a Deſtruction of Armies, a Famine, a Pe. 


_ and for terrible Fires, and Gapings of the 
Earth. 


32. In 


n — 
— — — — 


* — 


* Gladiators who fought with a Trident and a Net, in 
Latin Rete, from whence their Name. They held the Net 
gat her d ready for the Caſt, and attempted to catch the 
Head of their Adverſary in it; if the Throw ſucceeded, 
bey diſpatch'd him with their Trideut. The Gladiators 
heir Antagoniſts were cal d Secutores, or Purſuers : 
They were arm'd with a Sword, @ ſmall Shield and a Hel- 
met, on the Top of which was the Figure of a Fiſh ; at this 
be Rhetiarius directed his Aim. . 
+ 4 Garment more convenient for Action than the To- 
5a, or Gown, as being cloſer body d, and not reaching be- 
low the middle Leg. | 

+ The ſeeing ſo many Men put to Death cou d not give 
aligula this Compunction; but he favour d the Purſuers, 
be did the Faction of the Green in the at ber Sports, and 
i: Concern aroſe from thence. | 

I See Page 75. 


X See Page 206. 4 
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32, In his Diverſions and Entertainments for un. 
bending his Mind, the ſame Barbarity appear'd thro' 
all his Words and Actions. Perſons were often exa. | 
min'd by Torture before his Face as he was at Din- | 
ner, or Revelling ; while a Soldier, who was a skil. | 
ful Headſman, ſtruck of the Heads of any Criminals | 
he thought fir. At the Dedication of his ++ Bridge 
at Puteoli, which, as we-obſerv'd, was his own pro- f 
jecting, having invited a great Number to come to 0 
kim upon it from the Shore, on a ſudden he puſhd Ml ; 
them all into the Sea; and ſome catching hold on: 
the Rudders, he beat them off with Oars and Poles, 

At a publick Feaſt in Rome, a Slave having ſtol'n : MI \ 
Piece of Silver from one of the * Beds, he deliver'd 0 
him immediately to the Executioner to cut off his u 
Hands and hang them about his Neck, and ſo lead C 
him round the Company with them dangling-down WM t! 
upon his Breaſt, and a Label expreſſing his Crime. p 
A Mirmillo fighting with him at Foils in Sport, and A 
+ throwing himſelf down at his Feet on purpoſe, he ei 
ſtabb'd. him with a Poinard, and ran about with i WM ar 
Palm in his Hand after the Manner of Viftors in the at 
Games. A Victim being led to the Altar, he ſtood WI he 
there girt in the Habit of the || Pope, and lifring WI +: 
up the Ax, ſtruck down a Sacrificer inſtead of the WW w 
Beaſt. Burſting into a great Laugh once at a ſum-W an 
ptuous Banquet, and the Conſuls who were next Ml « 
him pleaſantly asking him what gave him ſuch Di. . 
verſion ; Only, ſays he, that at a ſingle Nod I can cui La 
both your Throats to be cut. | 


33. Among 40 
— X : — :h 
++ See Page 262. 


* They us d to caſe the Steds with thin Plates of Silun ff of 


ol it was Part of this which the Slave broke off «iff | ( 

ole. 

# + To make Caligula the Complement of the Victim. ws 
[| Inferior Officers, who knock'd the Victims on the Hus 

and embowell'd them: They were naked from the Wift I 

upward, and were girt with @ Liunen Apron which lu Na: 

aown to their Feet. he / 
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33. Among other Jeſts, as he ſtood by the Image 
of Jupiter, he ask'd. Apelles the Tragedian, which of 
them made the nobleſt Figure ; and becauſe he did 
not immediately anfwer, he tore him with Scour- 
ges; at every turn, while he cry'd out for Mercy, 
commending his Voice, as having a particular Sweet- 


neſs in it even in his Groans. Whenever he kiſs'd 


the Neck of his Wife or Miſtrefs, So fair a Neck, add- 
ed he, can I ſtrike off with a Word; often proteſting, 
He won d put his Cæſonia to the Rack, but he wou'd know 
why he lov'd her ſo extravagantly. 2 

34. Nor was he lefs tranſported with Spite and 
Malice, than with Pride and Cruelty againſt Perſons 
of every Age. The Statues of IIluſtrious Men, 
which Auguſt had ſet in the Campus Martins, the 
Court of the Capitol not being large enough to hold 
them, he ſo threw down and ruin'd, that it was im« 
poſſible to reſtore them and recover the Inſcriptions. 
And after this, he forbad a Statue or Image to be 
erected to any one living, without his Knowledge 
and Direction. He had it in his Thoughts alſo to 
abo'1ſh Homer's Poems; For why might it not be lawful, 
he ſaid, for him to do what Plato had done, who expel d 
him out of the Commonwealth he had form d. And he 
was on the point of removing the Writings of Virgil 
and T. Livy from all Libraries, cenſuring the one 
as Man f no Genius and leſs Learning, and the other, 
a; verboſe and negligent in his Hiſtory. Concerning the 
Lawyers, as if he deſign'd to extirpate the Profeſ- 
ſion, he often boaſted, By Hercules he wou'd bring it 
about, that they ſhou'd have no other Anſwer to return 
their Clients, than The Prince muſt decide it. 

35. He took from every Noble Perſon the Marks 
of Honour which belong'd to the Family ; as the 
| Chain from Torquatus, the Lock of Hair from 

Cin- 


unn 


r 2 * 


t Latin, Torques. Manlius frf receiv'd that 


Name from his taking a Golden Chain from @ Gaul, whom 


he ſlew in ſmgle Combat. 
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* Cincinnatus, and the Sirname of Great from Cy. Pup. 
pey, who was of that Line Pfolemy, whom 1 
mention'd before, he invited to him from his King. 
dom, and receiv'd him very honourably, and on 2 
ſudden murder'd him for no other Reaſon, than be. 
cauſe when he came in at a Shew of Gladiators 
which he exhibited, he obſerv'd he drew the Eyes 
of all Men upon him by the Splendidneſs of his Pur. 
ple Robe. Whenever he met with any who were 
very handſome and had curious Heads of Hair, he 
had them ſhav'd behind to deform them. Eſus Pre 
culur, whoſe Father was the chief Officer of a Legi- 
on, for his large and comely Stature was call'd 1 Ce- 
loſſcros: Him he caus'd to be dragg'd on a ſudden 
out of his Seat in the Theatre, and to be ſet upon 
the Stage; expoſing him to fight firſt with a 
X Swordſman lightly arm'd, and then with another 

in 


— 


* Quintius Cincinnatus. The Officers who were ſem 
by the Senate to declare him Dictator, found him in kit 
Grounds at Plough. The Name is deriv'd from Cinnatus, 
which ſignifies curling Hair, for which ſome of his Progenis 
tors might have been remarkable. 


—ſüulcoq; terens dentalia, Quinti, &. 
Perſ. Sat. 1: 


2 Quintius thr was born, 
Whoſe ſhining Ploug h-Share wat in Furrows worn, 
Met by his trembling Wife, returning home, 

And ruſtically joy d, as Chief of Rome: | 
She wip d the Sweat from the Di&ator's Brom, 7 
And o er his Back his Robe did rudely throw; ( 
The Lictors bore in State their Lord's triumphant Plough. 
Mr. Dryden, 


+ In Alluſion to the famous Statue of Apollo at Rhodes 
call d the Coloſſus. 

X Threx, a Gladiator who was a Thracian by Birti 
or was arm d after the Thracian Manner, 
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a compleat Armour, and having conquer 'd both, he 
der d him to be bound immediately, and cloath'd 
1 Rags, and led thro' the Streets, and ſhewn to the 
Women, and laſtly to be ſtrangled. In a Word, there 
4 no one of ſo abje& a Condition and ſo low a 
Fortune, whoſe Advanrages he did not envy. The 
ger Nemorenſis having enjoy'd the Prieſthood ſeve- 
al Years, he ſet up a ſturdy Antagoniſt + to diſpute 
t with him. One Day at the Shews, the People 
giving vaſt Applauſes to Porius, one of the || Eſſeda- 
i, becauſe he manumitted a Slave for having foughz 
vith Succeſs ; he vg away in a Hurry, and tread- 
ng on the Border of his Gown, tumbled from Step 
0 Step, bawling out in a violent Fury, That the 
People, who were Lords of the World, gave more Honour t9 
Gladiator for a Trifle, than they did to conſecrated Prin- 

er, or even to himfelf there preſent. | 
35, He ſpar'd neither his own Chaſtity nor that of 
thers. Jis ſaid, he lov'd Marcus Lepidus Mneſter the 
Pantomime, and ſeveral Hoſtages, and that they mu- 
vally defil'd each other. Valcrius Catullus, a Youth 
pf a Conſular Family, was deflower'd by him, and 
bus'd to that Degree, that he roar'd out aloud. Be- 
ide his Inceſt with his Siſters, and his notorious 
aſton for Pyrallis the Proſtitute, he hardly A 
| | rom 


— — — * 


— 2 — 


* The Prieft of Diana, who celebrated her Rites in 8 
he (Nemus) near Aricinum, 4 Town in Italy. He 
ad the Title of Rex Nemorenſis, or King of the Grove. 
f The Rex Nemorenſis was choſen after the Scythian 
lanner. A Man wha was a Fugitive, defended a Vidtim 
word in Hand, while ſeveral who were Candidates fon the 
riefthood attempted to approach and kill it; he who ſuc 
ede, was choſen. The Barbarity of Caligula therefore 
ited in his obliging the Prieſt, who was now in Years, 
hazard bis Life a ſecond Time, againſt an Adverſary 
o was much ſtronger than himſelf. 
[| Gladiators who fought in a Chariot call i Eſſedum $ 
et} ſowerimes quitted their Chariat and fought on Foot. 
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from any Woman of Quality; frequently invitine 
them to Supper with their Husbands, and viewing 
them ſtrictly and deliberately as they paſs'd by his 
Couch like Goods for Sale, curning up their Faces 
with his Hand, if any out of Modeſty hung down 
their Head: And when he thought fir, he withdrew 
with her who pleas'd him moſt, and returning pre. 
fently with the Marks of Laſciviouſneſs freſh upon 
him, openly prais'd or diſparag'd the Adventure, 
relating her bodily Beauties or DefeCts, and her 
whole Behaviour in private. To ſome he ſent + 
Divorce in the Name of their abſent Husbands, and 
commanded it to be enter'd among the Records. 

37. In his riotous Expences he exceeded the great. 
eſt Inſtances of Prodigality, inventing a new Way 
of Bathing, and the moſt extravagant Diſhes and En. 
tertainments. For he bath'd in hot and cold Un. 
guents, and ſwallow'd precious Pearls diffoly' in 
Vinegar, and ſerv'd his Gueſts with Loaves and 
Victuals of Gold; ſaying, 4 Man ought eit her to be 
Niggard or Cæ ſar. And for ſeveral Days together he 
ſcatter d no inconſiderable Summs of Money among 
the People from the Turret of Julia's Palace. He 
alſo built * Liburnian Galleys of Cedar, the Poops of 
which were adorn'd with Gems, and the Sails were 
of changeable Colours. They were built very wide 
for containing Baths, Portico's and. Banqueting 
Rooms, with Plantations of Vines and Apple-Trecs, 
under which he lay along with Chorus's and Sym- 
phonies ſounding round him, as he coaſted the Cam 
panian Shore. In erecting Pretoria and Yillg's, he re 
garded no Profuſeneſs of Coſt, affecting to perform 
nothing ſo much as what was impoſſible to be done 
Accordingly he rais'd Moles in a boiſterous and deep 
Sea, cut thro' Rocks of the hardeſt Flint, and with 
huge Mounds made Fields equal to Mountains, and 


levell'd the Tops of Mountains to the Plain; 2 
£ which 


* 
2 


O 


* See the Note p. 70. 


dea d. 
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which was executed with incredible Celerity, Delays 
being puniſh'd with Death. And, not to mention 
Pirticulars, in leſs than a Year he conſum'd immenſe 
Riches, and ſeven and * twenty Hundred Millions of 
Celterces which Tiberius had amaſs'd. 

38. Being thus exhauſted and impoveriſh'd, he 
turn d his Thoughts to Rapine and Extortion, which 
he committed by various and ſubtle ſorts of Calum- 
py, Confiſcation and Impoſts. He allow'd only the 
t Sons of ſuch whoſe Anceſtors had procur'd the 
Freedom of the City for themſelves and their Poſte- 
ity, to enjoy that — ; declaring, the Word 
fer ought to be underſtood only of that Degree. 

the Xx Diploma's of Julias and Auguſtus were pro- 
duc'd and pleaded, He was extremely concern d for it, 
he ſaid, but they were really now grown obſolete and out of 
Date. Thoſe who upon any Account had made Ad- 
dition to their Fortunes, he t accus'd of giving in 
a falſe Valuation of their Eſtates at the general Cen- 
Ju, The Teſtaments of ſuch || Primipilares, as from 
the Beginning of T:berius's Reign had neither ap- 
pointed Tiberius nor him for their Heir, he repeal'd 

as 


— 


* 63500000 Crowns. 5 

t The Deſign of this was to raiſe himſelf Money, by 
wliging the reft of the Family to purchaſe the Freedom 
gain. . | 

X Letters Patents. He declar'd them expir d, that the 
Owners might advance him a Summ to renew them. 

Tat he might tax them higher, and ſet a Fine 
"on them. * | 
|| The Head Centurion in @ Legion was ca!fd Primo- 
pilus, and after he was diſcharg d from Service Primi- 
Pilaris ; ar he who had been Conſul, was ſty d Conſula- 
u. By the Roman Law, Soldiers had a particular Pri- 
vilege of being able to make their Wills while t heir Fa- 
ther were living, which other Romans con d not, and to 
81ve the Eſtate they had got in the Wars to whom they 
Solis 
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as guilty of Ingratitude; and ſer aſide thoſe of others 
alſo as invalid, if any one did but tell him the per- 
ſon that dy'd defign'd to have made Cæſar his Heir, 
The Fear of this driving ſeveral whom he never 
knew, to name him Coheir with their Friends, and 
ſeveral Parents with their Children, It was making , 
Jeſt of him, he ſaid, for them to live on after that; and 
therefore to a great many he ſent poylon'd Sweet. 
meats. He fate upon the Cauſes of this Nature him. 
ſelf, and came into Court determin'd to have ſuch 
a Summ adjudg'd him, and never left the Bench til 
it was RY He was ſo impatient of the leaſt 
Delay, that he condemn'd above forty Perſons who 
were guilty of different Crimes, in one Sentence, 
and glory d to Cæſonia when ſhe wak'd, What 5 
Multitude of Buſineſs he had diſpatch'd, while ſhe wa 
taking her Afternoon's Nap. He made an Auction, 
where he expos'd to Sale what remain'd of the 
* Furniture of the Shews, and even the Performers; 
and put them up himſelf, and advanc'd them to ſuch 
extravagant Rates, that ſeveral who were conſtrain'd 
to buy, and were ruin'd by the Purchafe, cut open 
their Veins and bled to Death. It is a known Sto. 
ry, that as Aponius Saturninus was {leeping on the 
Benches at one of theſe Sales, Caligula call'd to the 

Auctioneer 


— 


— — 


Solis præterea teſtandi militibus jus 
Vivo patre datur, &c. Juv. Sat. 16 


Another Branch of their Revenue ſtill / 
Remains, beyond their boundleſs Right to kill, 
Their Father yet alive, impower d to make a Will. 
For what their Proweſs gain'd, the Law declares 


is to themſelves alone, and to their Heirs. | 
Mr. Dryden. 


* Reliquiz omnium Spectaculorum, which ſignif! 
wot only the Scenes, Habits, &c. which were left, but ili 
Gladiators and Combatants alſo who ſurviv d. 


one! 
ut ths 
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Autioneer not to paſs by the Pretorian Gentleman 
there in the Corner, who agreed to the Price by the 
frequent Nods of his Head ; nor did he ſuffer the 
Fellow to knock down, till he run it up to f nine 
Millions of Seſterces for thirteen Gladiators, while 
Amius was faſt all the time, and knew nothing of 

the Matter. | 
39. Alſo in Gaul having ſold the Ornaments, 
Houſhould-Furniture, and Slaves, and even the 
Children of his Siſters whom he had condemn'd, 
for immenſe Summs, the Profirs he had made by 
them ſo tempted him, that he ſent for all the Fur- 
niture of the old Palace from Rome, employing the 
Stage-Carriages and the Mill-Horſes to remove it; 
o that Bread was often wanted in the City, and 
many loſt their Cauſes for Want of Conveyance thi- 
ther, to appear in Court at'the Day appointed. In 
diſpoſing of the Goods, he exercis'd all manner of 
Fraud and Cunning; ſometimes upbraiding the Buy- 
ers with Avarice, and reproaching them that they 
w:re not aſbam d to be richer than himſelf, and then pre- 
tending he was * ſorry he had let the Furniture of 
Princes come into private Hands. He underſtood 
that a wealthy Provincial Man had given || two 
Hundred Thouſand Seſterces to the X Slaves who 
javited his Gueſts, that he might be admitted to his 
Table by Connivance, Nor did it diſpleaſe him that 
this Privilege was valu'd at fo high a Rate. And 
the next Day, as this Perſon was fitting at the Au- 
ion, 


8 


f 225000 Crowns. : 

* Uſng all the little Arts of a common Auctioneer, to 
raiſe the Price of the Goods. 

I] 5000 Crowns. | : | 

A ſet of Slaves, whoſe Buſineſs it was to 
carry Invitations from the Emperor to the Perſons he 
deſgn'd to entertain at his Table. They had frequently 


1 of /liding in any one they pleas'd among the 
uelts, | 
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tion, he ſent one to him to - preſent him with 
ſome Trifle which was valu'd at two Hundred Thou- 
ſand Seſterces, and tell him, He fbou'd ſup with Ceſar 
by Invitation from himſelf. 

40. He had new and unheard of Sorts of Taxes, 
which he manag'd at firſt by the Publicans; and 
becauſe their Profits were too great, afterwards by 
the Centurions and Tribunes of the Pretorian Guard; 
no ſort of Things or Perſons being exempted from 
Tribute. Upon all Proviſions ſold in the City, there 
Was a fix d and certain Exciſe. And for all Law. 
Suits, where-ever they were decided, he demanded 
a Fortieth Part of the Summ in Diſpute; and there 
was a Penalty for any who ſhou'd be convicted of 
agreeing or flinging up the Cauſe. Even out of the 
daily Gains of the Porters he had an Eighth Part, 
and the Hire for one Turn, out of the Profits of the 
Proſtitutes And a Clauſe was inſerted in the“ Lay, 
by which not only the Strumpets and Bawds were 
aſſeſs'd, but marry d Perſons alſo were to pay pro- 
portionably. 

41. Theſe Impoſts being only X declar'd by the 
Crier, and no written Draughts of them fix'd up in 
Publick, and thereby a great many Defaults ſucceed- 
ing, at length to comply with the Importunity - 

| t 


— 
n 


—+ He was pleas d the Gentleman had thought th: 
Honour of being admitted to his Table, worth purchaſing at 
ſo large a Summ ; and therefore he makes him a Preſent, 
and ſends him an Invitation from himſelf as a ſort of Re- 
compence. Yet his Avarice wou'd not (uffer him to pre- 


ſent the Man with any thing really of equal Value, but 


only with ſome Toy or other which he put up in his Auctim 
at ſuch a Price; for Suetonius's Words are, neſcio quid 
frivoli ducentis millibus. 
* The Law which impos d all the Taxes ment ion d above. 
X Contrary to the Cuſtom of publiſhing the Roman 
| Laws: But this was deſign d to occaſion Offences, that h 
might levy the Penalties. | 
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he People, be publiſh'd the Law in Writing; but 
with the Letters were ſo ſmall, and it was afhx'd in 
hou- WM (ch a narrow blind Corner, that hardly any. cou'd 
vac WM ;::d it and take a Copy. And to omit no Way of 

niling Money, he erected a Brothel in the Palace, 
with a Number of ſeparate Apartments furniſh'd an- 
ſverably to the Dignity of the Place, in which ho- 
nourable Perſons of both Sexes might be accommo- 
dated. He ſent Nomenclators round the Forums and 
Halls, to invite Young Men and Old to reſort thi- 
ther, and offer'd to lend them Money at a certain 
Intereſt, to pay the Toll of the Place; and thoſe 
who embrac'd the Offer, had their Names enter'd 
down as Promoters of Ceſar s Revenues, by. ſome 
who attended there for that Purpoſe. Nor did he 
ſight the Advantage Which was to be made by 
giming with the Dye, at which by Lying and Per- 
Jury he won very largely. And delivering the Box 
once to the Fellow-Gameſter who ſate next him to 
throw for him, he walk'd out into the Court-Yard, 
and two Roman Knights who were very rich paſſing 
by, he commanded them immediately to be ſeiz'd, 
and their Eſtates confiſcated, and came back to the 
Company with Triumph, boaſting, He never fung 4 
more glorious Caſt. 

42. When his Daughter was born, he made won- 
derful Complaints of his Poverty, and of the Diffi- 
— Wculties be labour'd under, not only in the Admini- 

ſiration of the Empire, but alſo to ſubſiſt his Fami- 

the , ; and by this he obtain'd liberal Contributions 
or the Child's Maintenance and Dowry. He gave 

ſent, N Votice that he wou'd receive the uſual Preſents 
f Ree Wet the Beginning of the New Year, and ſtood in the 
pre. orch of the Palace upon the Day to take them, 
, but vile Crowds of all Sorts pour'd them in upon him 
Him Wy Arms-full and Laps-full. In a. Word, he was 
infam'd with ſuch a boundleſs Paſſion for touching 
ad handling Money, that he wou'd often walk bare- 
bot over immenſe . of it ſpread abroad — a 
arge 
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large Room, and roll up and down upon it with t 
his whole Body for a long Time. | . 
43. He concern'd himſelf with War and Military ce 
Affairs only once; and that was by Accident, when ry 
he went to Mevania to ſee the Grove and River of Ml & 
* Clitunuus. For ſome adviſing him then to recruit Ml «4 
the Number of the + Batavians who attended his Per. WM ;; 
fon, he took a Fancy to make his German Expedi. 
tion. Immediately he aſſembled the Legions aud : 
Auxiliaries from all Parts, and raiſing Men every Bl g. 
where with the utmoſt Severity, and providing f:. 
Manner of Stores beyond what was ever done be. A 
fore, he began his March; and ſometimes puſh'd ie 
on ſo rapidly and with ſo much Hurry, that the Pre. on 
tor ian Cohorts, contrary to [| Cuſtom, were oblig i ni 


(08 Cc 

* A River of Italy, whoſe Waters — E 4 
enaking the Cattel which were waſh d in them, white. Ad 
Hinc albi, Clitumne, greges, & maxima taurus, &. 1 
There flows Clitumnus thro* the flow'ry Plain, * * 


WWhoſe Waves, for Triumphs after proſp rous War, 
The Victim Ox and ſnowy Sheep prepare. 
Mr. Dryden, 

Þ+ Befide the Pretorian Bands, which conſiſted of Ro. c 
mans, the Emperors ſeem to have had a Life-Gurll , 
compos*d of Foreigners; for Julius Cæſar, we fu, 
had a Company of Spaniards, and Auguſtus of Span 
ards and Germans. Pag. 54, 102. 

[| The Roman Soldiers us d to carry their Baggage u 
their Backs, which with the Weight ＋ their Arms, mad 
their March fatiguing and ſſow. 


Non ſecus ac patriis acer Romanus in armis 
Injuſto ſub faſce viam cum carpit, & ante 
Hoſti expeQatum poſitis ſtat in agmine _ 
rf; 
Thus under heavy Arms the Youth of Rome, 
Their long laborious Marches overcome, Clan 
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ith WY to lay the Enfigns on the Carriage-Horſes, that they 

might be able to follow him; at other times he pro- 
ary Wl ceeded fo leaſurely and at his Eaſe, that he was car- 
hen ry dein a Litter borne by eight Men, and oblig'd the 
r of Ml Common People of the neighbouring Cities to ſweep 
ruit I the Ways for him, and to ſprinkle them becauſe of 


Per. the Duſt. 
edi. 4. When he arriv'd at the Camp, to ſhew him- 
and (elf a ſtrict and rigid General, he broke with Dif 
very Wl grace the Officers who came up late with the Auxi- 
g all Jiaries from different Places. But in reviewing the 
e be. Army, he diſmiſs'd feveral Centurions who had al- 
ad ready ſerv'd the full Time, and ſome who wanted 
Pre. only a few Days of it, alleging their Age and Infir- 
lige nities againſt chem; and reproaching others with 
to Covetoutieſs, reduc'd their uſual Premium to Six 
- Tiouſand Seſterces. Yer the Iſſue of this whole 
us fr Atchievement was only receiving into his Protection 
e. Adminivs, the Son of Cinobellinus King of the Britens, 
who being driven out by his Father, fled to him 
1s, C with a ſmall Band; upon which, as if the whole 
Vug land had been ſurrender'd, he fent * magnificent 
Letters to Rome, charging the Meſſengers to drive 
, O | up 
ryden, 


of Ro. cbearly their tedious Travels undergo, 
Gun And pitch their ſudden Camp before the Foe. 


- - Mr, Dryden. 


* The Literz Laureate, which the General diſpatch'd 
t the Senate to motify a Victory: They were call d ſo, be- 
uſe they were wrapp'd round with Laurel. Perſius men- 
ms Caligula's ſending the Senate this Advice in Form, of 


vis pretended Victory. 


O bone num ignoras ? Miſſa eſt 3 Ceſare Lau- 
'{rus, &. Sat. 6. 


Hear thou the News, my Friend? Th Expreſs is come 
Vith Laurel Letters from the Camp to Rome; 
i Ceſar 


e 
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hrge Room, and roll up and down upon it with 
his whole Body for a long Time. 
43. He concern'd himſelf with War and Military 
Affairs only once; and that was by Accident, whey 
he went to Mevania to ſee the Grove and River of 
* Clitumuns, For ſome adviſing him then to recruir 
the Number of the + Batavians who attended his Per, 
fon, he took a Fancy to make his German Expedi, 
tion. Immediately he aſſembled the Legions ani 
Auxiliaries from all Parts, and raiſing Men every 
where with the utmoſt Severity, and providing al 
Manner of Stores beyond what was ever done be 
fore, he began his March; and ſometimes puſh'd i 
on ſo rapidly and with ſo much Hurry, that the Pre 
torian Cohorts, contrary to || Cuſtom, were oblig{ 
fe 


— 


— 


* A River of Italy, whoſe Waters were famous 
enaking the Cattel which were waſh d in them, white, 


Hinc albi, Clitumne, greges, & maxima taurus, 64 
| | Ving 

There flows Clitumnus thro* the flow'ry Plain, 
WWhoſe Waves, for Triumphs after proſp'rous War, 

The Victim Ox and ſnowy Sheep prepare. 

Mr. Dryden, 
Þ+ Befide the Pretorian Bands, which conſiſted of N 
mans, the Emperors ſeem to have had a Life- Gun 
compos d of Foreigners; for Julius Cæſar, we fui 
had a Company of Spaniards, and Auguſtus of Spa. 
ards and Germans. Pag. 54, 102. 
|| The Roman Soldiers us d to carry their Baggage! 
their Backs, which with the Weight & Srers Arms, mat 
their March fatiguing and ſlow. 


Non ſecus ac patriis acer Romanus in armis 
Injuſto ſub faſce viam cum carpit, & ante 
Hoſti expectatum poſitis ſtat in agmine _ 

in 
Thus under heavy Arms the Youth of Rome, 
Their long laborious Marches overcome, Chen 
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vn to lay the Enſigns on the Carriage · Horſes, that they 
might be able to follow him; at other times he pro- 


un ceeded fo leaſurely and at his Eaſe, that he was car- 
ben y dein 2 Litter borne by eight Men, and oblig'd the 
er of Common People of the neighbouring Cities to ſweep 
cru che Ways for him, and to ſprinkle them becauſe of 
fer the Duſt. | | | 


. When he arriv'd at the Camp, to ſhew him- 
ſelf a ſtrict and rigid General, he broke with Dif. 
grace the Officers who came up late with the Auxi- 
Jaries from different Places. But in reviewing the 
Army, he diſmiſs'd feveral Centurions who had al- 
ready ſerv'd the full Time, and ſome who wanted 
only a few Days of it, alleging their Age and Infir- 
mities againſt them; and reproaching others with 

ovetouliels, reduc'd their uſual Premium to Six 
Thouſand Seſterces. Vet the Iſſue of this whole 
Achievement was only receiving into his Protection 
Auminius, the Son of Cinobellinus King of the Britens, 
who being driven out by his Father, fled to him 
with a ſmall Band ; upon which, as if the whole 
Iſland had been ſurrender'd, he ſent * magnificent 
Letters to Rome, charging 1 Meſſengers to drive 

up 


—— 1 


Chearly their tedious Travels undergo, 
Aud pitch their ſudden Camp before the Foe. 
| - - Mr, Dryden. 


The Liter Laureate, which the General diſpateh d 
the Senate to notify a Victory: They were call d ſo, be- 
au: thy were wrapp d round with Laurel. Perſius men- 
ims Caligula's ſending the Senate this Advice in Form, of 
wr pretenaed Victory. | | 


Pe ful 
For 


2 


45 ma 


ns O bone num ignoras ? Miſh eſt à Ceſare Lau- 

rn {rus, &. Sat. 6. 
Vie far? chou the News, my Friend? Th Expreſs is come 

3. ieh Laurel Letters from the Camp to Rome; 
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up in their Chariot to the Forum and the Senate. 
Houſe, and not to deliver the Letters to the Conſuls, 
but in the Temple of * Mars and in a full Senate. 

45. At laſt, when there was nothing of an Enemy 
to be ſeen, he order'd ſome of his German Guards to 
be carry'd over and conceal'd on the other Side of 
the Rhine, and Intelligence to be ſent him after Din. 
ner, in the utmoſt Confuſion, that the Enemy ws 
juſt at Hand. Immediately he fally'd out wich his 
Friends and Part of the Pretorian Horſe, and made 
his Way into the next Wood; and having cut down 
ſome Trees and dreſs'd them like Trophies, return d 
by Torch-Light. He reprimanded the Cowardiſe 
and Sloth of thoſe who had not follow'd him; but 
his Companions and Partners in the Victory, he pre- 
ſented with Crowns of a new Kind and Name, 
beautify'd with the Images of the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, which he call'd + Corone Exploratorie. Another 
Time 


PE 


Cæſar ſalutes the Queen and Senate thus, nd | 

* My Arms are on the Rhine Victorious; 

% From mourning Altars ſweep the Duſt away, 

* Ceaſe Faſting, and proclaim a fat Thankſgiving-Day 

The goodly Empreſs, jollily inclin d, 

Is to to the welcome Bearer wond'rous kind, 

And, ſetting her good Houſewifry aſide, 

Prepares for all the Pageantry of Pride. 

The Captive Germans, of Gigantick Sixe, 

Are rank'd in Order, and are clad in Fixe; 

The Spoils of Kings and conquer'd Camps we boaſt, 

Their Arms in Trophies hang on the Triumphant bi. 
Mr. Dryde 


Ey magnifice Literæ, perhaps, Suetonius may not m 
mean they were adorn'd with Laurcls, but that they wil 
written alſo in a lofty and vain-glorious Style. 

* Built by Auguſtus, (p. 8r.) in which the Sena 
aſſembled to conſult concerning Wars and Triumphs. 

+ Alluding to their having look'd out ſharply, and fi 
diſcover d the pretended Foe. 
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Time he caus'd ſome Hoſtages to be ſent out of the 
Camp by Stealth, and then ſtarting up ſuddenly from 
Table, purſu'd them with a Body of Horſe as if 
they had run away, and overtaking them, brought 
them back in Irons; playing his Part in this Farce 
to Admiration. And ſome who brought him Word 
when he was return'd to Supper, that the F Troops 
were ready, he order'd to take their Places at 
Tible, in compleat Armour as they were, and ad- 
vid them in a known Verſe out of Virgil, Durarent, 
ſaundiſq; ſe rebus ſervarent : To take Heart under their 
Hardſbips,and reſerve themſelves for future Eaſe and Safety. 
And at the ſame Time he laſn'd the Senate and Peo- 
ple of Rome furiouſly in an Edict, becauſe while Cæ- 
ſur was fighting Battels, and was expo d to ſuch Dangers, 
hey were not aſham'd to indulge themſelves in Banqueting, 
md the Diwerſtons of the Theatre, and in the Softneſs of 


untry Villa's, 
46. Laſtly, as if he wou'd finiſh a whole War at 


Blow, he drew up the Army on the Sea-Shore, 
nd prepar'd the Slings and Engines ; and while no 
lan cou'd imagine his Intention, on a ſudden he 
ommanded them to gather Shells, and fill their 
lelmets and Laps with them, calling them, The 
oils of the Occan, due to = Capitol aud the * 

2 It 


——_—— 


— 


f To follow him if there was Occaſion. But Caligula 
ad wbly finiſh'd the Affair himſelf in a trice, and was 
return d to Table: Yet to encourage their Readineſs to 
ſit him, he made them take Part with him, and ani= 
ates them very Heroically not to be intimidated at any 
* Eneas does his Men in Virgil, after the 

idwrech, 
lle Dauphin's Editor applies this Expreſſion to Cali- 
li's having built a Bridge (Pons) over the Temple of 
uguſtus fram the Palace to the Capitol, p. 266. If we 
lerſtand it ſo, there cannot be a more miſerable Conceit. 
= 118thtr think, Caligula deſign'd by it a Complements 
4 
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Neath,becauſe they had beſieg'd his Father Germanicus, 
their General, and himſelf, at that Time an Infant. 
And tho' he was with much Difficulty diſſuaded from 
ſo hazardous a Project, yet he cou'd by no means be 
prevai'd on to abandon his Reſolution to deci- 
mate them. Having ſummon'd them together there- 
fore, without their Arms, or even their Swords, as 
if ha wou'd make a Speech, he ſurrounded them with 
zBody of armed Horſe : But perceiving the Thing 
was ſuſpected, and they moſt of them ſlunk away to 
fetch their Weapons, in Caſe any Violence ſhou'd 
be offer'd, he fled from the Aſſembly, and haſten'd 
with all Speed to Rome, turning his Rage upon the 
Senate, threatening them openly, in order to make 
himſelf ſome Reparation for the diſgraceful Reports 
that were ſpread about of him; and complaining, 
zmong other T hings, that he was defrauded of a juſt 
Triumph, whereas but a little before he himſelf had 
forbad any, under Pain of Death, to concern them- 


ſelves with his Honours. 


49. Being met upon the Road by Perfons deputed 


from the Nobleſt Orders, who intreated him to 


make haſte to them; 7 will come, ſays he with a loud 
Voice, I will come, and This ſhall come with me, often 
ing his Hand on the Hilt of his Sword, and ſha- 
king it. He gave out alſo, that he won d return, but 


bt hen d be only to thoſe who wiſh'd for him, namely, the 


queſtrian Order, and the People; for to the Senate he 
wu d henc fort y be neither a || Citizen, nor a Prince. He 
lo forbad any one of the Senators to meet him; 
and omitting or deferring his Triumph, he, enter d 
the City upon his Birth-day in an Ovation; and pe- 


find within four Months after, having dar'd to a& 


Villanies ſurpriſingly flagrant, and ſtill projecting 
greater. For he deſign'd to have remov'd the Im- 
perlal Seat to Antium, and from thence to Alexan- 
O 3 dria, 


LO 


He wou'd ſhew them no manner of Favour, but won 
Peat them like Foreigners and Enemies. 


2 


TV 


e 


and were caſt dead upon the Shores by the Tide. 


ond reſembled Caligula s. 


* 
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aria, having firſt murder'd the moſt eminent Perſoy 
of either Order : To pur which Matter paſt Queſtin 
with any, two Table-Books were found among hi 
Private Papers; of which one was entitled Gladi 
The Sword, and the other Pugio, The Dagger; in both 
which were contain'd the Characters and Names d 
ſuch as he intended to put to Death. There un 
alſo found a large Cheſt, full of all ſorts of Poyſom 
which being thrown into the Sea by Claudius, loi 
fected the — that the Fiſhes were deſtroy 


Fo. He was very tall, of a pale Complexion, an 
ill- ſhap'd; his Neck and Legs were extremely ln 
der ; his Eyes and Temples were hollow ; his For 
head was broad and lowring ; his Hair thin, an 
upon his Crown none at all, but thick and buſhy i 
his other Parts. Wherefore it was a mortal Crime 
to look down upon him from above as he paſs by 
or to name a * Goat upon any Occaſion. His Cous 
renance, which was naturally grim and frightful, by 
render'd ſevere and ſtern on purpoſe, ſetting ith) 
the Glaſs to look fierce and hideous. He enjoy 
Health neither of Body nor Mind. When he wi 
a Boy, he was troubled with the Falling. Sickneſs 
in his Youth, he was very patient of Labour, Je 
ſometimes he had ſuch Fits of Fainting, that he cou! 
ſcarcely walk, or ſtand, or recover his Spirits. I 
was ſenſible of the Misfortune of his Mind, and wi 
often thinking to retire, and take ſomething to purg 
his Brain. Tis believ'd his Wife Czfonia gave hin 
a + Love-Potion ; which, by a contrary a 

in 


* Becauſe the Hairs of a Goat are thick and ſbaggu 


+ The Tuft which ir ſaid to be on the Forehead of 1 
born Foles, and which the Mare greedily bites off immeaiatt 
ly after the Birth. This was the celebrated Ingredient | 
Philters with the Autients, who believ'd it had 8 ſut 

AL 
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him into a perfect Frenzy. What chiefly diſorder'd 


him, was, want of Sleep; for he had not above three 
Hours Reſt in a Night, and even that was unquiet, 
and diſturb'd with ſtrange Appearances : And once 
he thought ſomething in the Shape of the Sea came to 
him and held him in Diſcourſe. Wherefore he paſs d 
z great part of the Night in Pain, lying awake, and 
being quite weary of the Bed ; and ſometimes he 
fr up an end in it, and ſometimes ; he roſe and ram- 

0 4 bled 


3 


ſng Power to produce Affection. Juvenal expoſing the Ro- 
man Women for giving their Husbands Poyſon to cauſe or 
emcreaſe their Love, mentions this of Cœſonia: 


Et furere incipias, ut Avunculus ille Neronis, &». 
Sat. 6. 
Some nimbley Juice wou'd make him foam and rave, 
Lib: that Cœſonia to her Husband gave: 
Who, plucking from the Forehead of the Fole 
His Mot her's Love, infus'd it in the Bowl: 
The boiling Blood ran hiſſmg in his Veins, 
Til the mad Vapour mounted to his Brains. 
The Thund'rer was not half ſo much on fire, 
When Juno's Girdle kindled his Deſire. 
What Woman will not uſe the Poys ning Trade, 
When Czſar's Wife the Precedent has made? 
Mr. Dryden. 
e Extravagancies which Caligula committed after this 
muſt not be too ſeverely cenſur'd ; as being the Action: of 
8 Man who was no longer Maſter of his Senſes. 

+ This Deſcription of the Terrors and Anguiſb of Cali- 
fula's Mind is extreamly moving, and is a lively Image 
if the deepeſt Miſery. His ſtarting from Bed, and wander- 
ng up and down thro' the Portico's of the Palace, is like 
Virgil's Repreſentation of Dido in her Dreams, after 
Eneas had reſolv d to leave her; 


ee (ys ſemperq; relinqui 
Sola ſibi, ſemper longam incomitata videtur ' 
re 


Th 
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bled thro' the longeſt Galleries of the Palace, often 
calling out paſſionately for the Light, and looking 
after the Day. | 

51. To this Diſtemper of his Mind may juſtly be 
imputed thoſe very different Vices which were in 
him, as the higheſt Aſſurance and the meaneſt Fear, 
For he who cou'd fo extravagantly deſpiſe the Gods, 
wou'd at the leaſt Storm of Thunder and Lightning 
mut his Eyes, and wrap up his Head; but if i; 
were violent, he us'd to jump out and hide himſelf 
under the Bed. In his Progreſs thro' Sicily, tho' he 
had laugh'd at the Natural Wonders of many Places, 
yet he ran away from Me an by Night in the lf 
Confuſion, being ſcar'd at the Smoke and Grumbling 
of Mount Ate, As he was marching, in a prodi. 
gious Rage, againſt the Barbarians, and the Troops 
were crouded thick and cloſe about his Chariot, in 
a narrow Pals on the other fide of the Rhine, ſome 
body happening to ſay, There wou'd be no ſmall 
Confternation now, if the Enemy ſhou'd appear; he 
took Horſe immediately, and ſpurr'd back to the 
Bridge; and finding it ſtop'd up with the Slayes 
and the Baggage, he caus'd himſelf to be handed for. 
ward over the Heads of the Men. When he heard 
of the Rebellion of Germany, he prepar'd for Flight, 
providing a Fleet to carry him off, and ſupporting 
himſelf with this Conſoletion, That if the Enemy 
ſhou'd advance fo far as to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
Tops of the Alps, as the Cimbri, or even of the City 
it ſelf, as the Seutenes had formerly done, yet even 


then the Tranſmarine Provinces wou'd be left * 
t 


— 


"I 


Ire viam, & Tyrios deſerta quæſere terra. 


— — ſhe ſeems. alone 
To wander in her Sleep thro Ways unknown, 
Guideleſs and dark; or in a Deſart Plain, 
To ſeek her Subjes, and to ſeek in vain. 
| | Mr. Dryden. 
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ſt was this, I believe, which put it in the Head of 
thoſe who ſlew him, to give out among the Soldiers, 


who were beginning to mutiny, that he had laid 


Hands on himfelf, being frighten'd out of his Wits 

xt the News of the Loſs of a Battel. | 
62. In his Cloaths, his Shoes, and the other Parts 
of his Habit, he obſerv'd neither the - Faſhion of 
dis Country, of a Citizen of Rome, nor even of his. 
Sex, nor, in a Word, what was proper for a Humane 
Creature. For he often appear'd in Publick in an 
embroider'd * Cloke, ſet with precious Stones; in à 
Gown with + Long Sleeves; and with Bracelets; 
and ſometimes clad in I Silk, and wearing a Cymar; 
now with || Slippers, or Buskins, and then with» 
the clouted Shoes of the 2 Soldiers; ſometimes 
5 Hi- 


— 


Roman, was proper only upon ſome extraordinary Solem- 
u.ties, or was not becoming his Quality; or elſe he put on 
the Dreſs of Foreign Nations, or afſum'd the Enſigns f the 
Gods. Inſtances of each immediately follow. 

* The Garment which Auguſtus ſo much condemmu, 
(/re p. 92) as not fit for a Roman; but Caligula made 


Jime Improvement to it, by-enriching it with Gemms. 
Romans, and before them by the Rutuli-: 


Vobis pita croco & fulgenti murice Veſtis, &. 
Virg. 
Dur V:fts embroider'd wit rich Purple ſhine ; 
In Sloth you glory, and in Dances join. 
Nur V.jts have ſweeping Sleeves: With Female Pride, 
Tour Turbants underneath your Chins are ty d. 
Mr. Dryden, 


H The Halit of an Amazon; of which, as wat obſerv 
ler, Caligula was very fond. 
ll The Grxclan Habit, See Page 179. 


-|- Becauſe he either wore a Habit, which thi it var 


T This was look'd upon as an effeminate Habit by the- 
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in“ Womens Socks, and frequently with a & Col. 
den Beard, holding in his Hand a Thunder-bolt, or 
a + Trident, or a: Caduceus, the Enſigns of the Gods: 
and ſometimes he was ſeen in the Habit of a Vd. 
And even before his Expedition he generally wore 
the Triumphal Robes,and ſometimes the Breaſt. Plate 
of Alexander the Great, which he took out of his Mo. 
nument. 

53. Of the Liberal Sciences he regarded 8 Learn. 
ing very little; but Eloquence he ſtudy'd very 
ſtrictly, tho' he had a natural Elegance and Fluency 
of Expreſſion ; inſomuch, that it he was to declain 
againſt any one, in a Paſſion, he had Words always at 
command. He pronounc'd with ſo much Vehe. 
mence, that he cou'd not ſtand ſtill in the ſame 
Place; and his Voice was ſo ſtrong, that he wu 
heard at a conſiderable Diſtance. As he was ple:d. 
ing once, he threatned, Stricturum ſe Lucubrationis [ug 
Telum, To ſtabb r hem thro' and thro' with his Words ; fot 
he had ſuch a Contempt of a more gentle and mild 
Way of Writing, that Seneca, who was then in the if 
higheſt Admiration, he ſaid, was an irregular Authy 
with no Connection, and meer Sand without Lime, He 
us'd alſo to anſwer ſuch Orators as had ſucceeded 
with Applauſe, and to make the Accuſations and 
Defence of remarkable Offenders before the Senate; 
and, according to the Temper he was in, to magnify 
or extenuate the Crime: publickly inviting the E- 
queſtrian Order to come and hear him, 

54. Several other Arts alſo, of different Kinds, he 


cultivated with Application: He was a Fencer, 
a 


1 


* 


8 ** To diſtinguiſh them from the Sock worne by the Ci 
ians. | 

X Like the Image of Jupiter, 
I The Enſign of Neptune. 

** The Rod of Mercury. 

8 Hiſtory and Philology. 

* Threx ; See the Note p. 280, 
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; Charioteer, a Singer and a Dancer. In his Exer- 
ciſing he praQis'd with the ſame Arms as were us'd 
in real Combat, and drove the Chariot thro' the Cir- 
a, and hit all the Turnings. He was ſo tranſported 
with the Pleaſure of Singing and Dancing, that at 
the Publick Shews he cou'd not forbear accompany- 
ing the Tragedian with his Voice, and openly imi- 
tating the Actogs Geſtures, by way of Approbation 
or Correction. Andahe Day on which he was kill'd, 
he ſeems to have proc laim d a + Pervigilium, for no 
other Reaſon, than to have that Opportunity to 
make his firſt Appearance upon the Stage. He 
danc'd alſo ſometimes by N . And once, at the 
* Second Watch, he ſummon d three Conſular Men 
to the Palace, who repairing thither in a mortal 
Allarm, he caus'd them to be plac'd in one of the 
Galleries, and on a ſudden came in to them, leading 
up a Dance, with a loud Sound of Pipes and ++ Sca- 
hela, dreſs'd in a? long Gown an a Tunie reaching 
to his Heels; and having Genel out the Tune, he 
withdrew. Vet he, who was ſo expert at other 
Things, cou'd never Tearn to - ſwim. | 

55. Thoſe Perſons whom he affected, he lov'd 
even to Madneſs; Thus he kiſs'd Mneſter, the Panto- 
»ime in the Middle of the Shews: And if any one 
made the leaſt-Noiſe while he was dancing, he com- 
manded him to be hald out, and ſcourg'd him with 
his own Hand. A Rowan Knight once making ſome 
Diſturbance, he ſent him Orders by a Ceaturion to 


embark 


T Revels which continu'd all Night. 

* Midnight. 

X& Becauſe he ſunt for them at ſo unuſual an Hour. 

It Inſtruments, us d by the Antients in their Dancing. 
o make a Sound, Some explain them to anſwer our Caſta- 


nets, and others to be a ſort of Shae according to the Forms 
in the Plate. | 


» The Habit of a Wiman. 
1” Ice the Note p. 112. 
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embark immediately, and carry Inſtructions for m 
to King Prolomy in Mauritania : The Inſtrudtions 
were, Do neither good nov ill to the Perſon whom I hang 
ſent. He gave the Command. of the German Guards 
of his Body, to certain || Threces, and depriv'd the Min 
millones of part of their Arms. Columbus, who waz 
Mirmillo, gaining the Victory in a Combat, but re. 
ceiving withal a flight Hurr,he pour'd a Poyſon into 
the Wound; which from thence he call'd the Colams 
bine Poylon : For it was found among his other Poy. 
ſons thus entitled. He was ſo devoted to the Cha: 
rioteers of the Green Faction, that he wou'd'ſup and 
lie all Night with them in the Stable. At a Revel. 
ing Bout, he gave + Twenty hundred thouſand Se. 
ſterces for a Deſert to Cythicus the Driver; and to 
his Horſe, ** Incitatus, for whoſe ſake, the Day be- 
fore the Circenſian Games, he us'd to make the Sol. 
diers proclaim Silence thro' the Neighbourhood, that 
the Beaſt might not have his Reſt diſturb'd, beſides + 
Marble Stable, a Manger of Ivory, Purple Trap 
pings, and a Collar of Gems; he appointed alſo : 
Houſe, a Train of Servants, and proper Furniture, 
for the handſome Reception of ſuch as were invited 
thither in the Horſe's Name; and 'tis ſaid, he de- 
fign'd to make him Conſul. ; 

56. As he was thus raving and increaſing his E. 
normities, there were ſeveral who had reſolv d to dif 
patch him: But after ſome Conſpiracies were di 
cover'd, and while others were ſuſpended for Want 
of an Opportunity to effect them, two Perſons com. 
municated their Deſign to each other, and brought it 
to Perfection, not without the Knowledge of tht 
braveſt of his Freedmen, and of the Captains of thePre- 

torun 


. 


fie only deſign'd to revenge himſelf en him by makin 
him travel ſo far upon no Occaſion. 


|| Fencers, See the Note p. 280. 
+ 50000 Crowns. 


"X Swift, or, Fleet, 


Caius Cxsax Carrtouta. 3or 


fin Wtorian Guard; becauſe tho' they had been nam'd as. 
ions WT Accomplices in a certain. Conſpiracy unjuſtly and: 
ave without any Ground, yer they ſaw they were ſuſ⸗ 
ards Wl pected and hated by him: For it was a very ſtrong. 
Min Reflection which he caſt upon them, when taking 
145+ them aſide once, and drawing his Sword, he pro- 
t re. teſted be was willing to die, if they thought he deſerv' a 
into , Nor did he forbear from that Time mutually to 
lam sccuſe and incenſe them againſt one another. Caſſius. 
oy. cerca, a Tribune of a Pretorian Cohort, inſiſted 
Cha: that he might be the firſt to attack him as he came 
and rom the Palatin Games at Noon. He was in Vears, 
vel- ind Coins was always expoſing him for a ſoft and 
| See WM effeminate Dotard, and putting Marks of Infamy up- 
d to Nen him; and ſometimes when he came to him for 


the Word, he wou'd give him either Priapns or Ve. 
x; and at other Times when he made his Acknow-- 
Jdgments to him upon fome Occaſions, he held him 


rap> ¶ indecent Gefticulations, 

fo a 57, There were ſeveral Prodigies which fore. 
ure, BW fhew'd his Murder. At Olympia the Image of Jupiter, 
ited which he had commanded to be taken down and: 


ſent to Rome, burſt on a ſudden into ſo impetuous a 
Laugh, that the Scaffolding about it was looſen'd,. 


E. ind the Workmen ran away in a Fright. At the 
dib ame Time one Caffius by Name, declar'd he was in- 
di join d in a Dream to facrifice a Bull to Jupiter. The 


Capitol at Capua was ſtruck with Lightning on the 
+ Ides of March, and the Chamber of a Servant be- 


it it I longing to the Palace-Yard at Rome. Nor were ſome 
4 wanting, who conſtru'd the laſt Omen to portend 
re. 


= 


Danger 


This Omen was certainly underſtood to mean, that the 


Cod rejoye'd he ſhou'd be ſhortly easr'd of ſo imperious a 

king i rner in bis Temple and Honours :' And the Sacrifice men- 
in d immediately after, and the Firing the Capitol at 
Capua, muſt relate to the ſame; and ſignify, that by Ca- 
ligula'; Death, Jupiter ſbou d have his wonted Rights and 
Oignities to himſelf again. + Match 15th. 


out his Hand to kiſs, in an obſcene Figure, and with 
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Danger to the Lord of the Dwelling from hisown 
Guards; and the firſt, to ſignify there ſhou'd be : 
nother remarkable Murder, ſuch as had formerly 
been committed on the ſame Xx Day. Sy the 
Aſtrologer alſo, as he was conſulting him about his 
Nativity,affirm'd his Death was unavoidable, and near v 
hand. And the Oracle at Antium admoniſh'd him to he. 
ware of Caſſius. For which Reaſon he intended to pu 


| Caſſius Longinus the Proconſul of Aa, to Death, not re. 


membring Cherea s Name was allo Caſſius. The Day be. 
fore theMurder,he dream'd he ſtood in Heaven beſide 
the Throne of Jupiter, who ſpurn'd him with the grex 
Toe of his right Foot, and tumbled him down to 
the Earth. The Circumſtances which happen'd on tha 
very Day were alſo eſteem'd as Prodigies. The Blood 
of a Phœnicopter ſpirted upon him, as he was f ſacti 


ficing. And Mneſter the Pantomime danc'd the Tn. 


gedy, which Neoptolemus the Tragedian had formerly 
play'd at the Games where Philip King of Macedon wa 
kill'd. And in the Play of Laureolus, the * principal 
Actor in one of the Scenes, to eſcape a Danger, vo- 
mited Blood; and ſeveral who perform'd the ſecon- 
dary Parts, endeavouring to ſhew the ſame Piece of 
Art, the whole Stage ſwam with Blood. An Inter- 
Jude was alſo prepar'd for the Night, in which the 


Hiſtory of the || Infernal Regions was to be repre- 
ſented by Zgyprians and Xthiopians. 58. The 


wi This was the Day of Julius Czeſar's Murder. 


+ Phenicopters being ſome of the Victims he provided ſs 


his own Divinity, (p. 265.) tis likely be was now diving 


this Office in Honour of himſelf. | G 
* This Actor was plainly a Mimus, who perform'd tht 


Story by Geſtures without Words : For the others, who at 


ſaid to execute the ſecondary Parts, were ſome of the ſam 
Kind, who according to the Cuſtom of the Antients, imitat- 
ed the chief Mimus, and repeated what they ſaw hin 


perform « 


This Omen was very full. The Scene of the dm 
was the Infernal Regions, to which Caligula was to deſcen 
by Death ; and it was play'd by Blacks, 
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58. The X ninth of the Kalends of February, about 
the -- ſeventh Hour, as he was conſidering whether 
he ſhou'd riſe to Dinner, his Stomach being yet out 
of Order with the Debauch of the preceeding Day, 
at length, by the 2 Perſuaſion of his Friends, he 
went forth, In the private Hall thro' which he was 
to paſs, a Company of Noble Boys who were col- 
Jetted out of Aa to perform on the Theatre, being 
buſie in preparing for their Parts, he ſtopt to take a 
View of them and encourage them ; and unleſs the 
chief Lad among them had complain'd of the Cold, 
he wou'd have gone back directly, and caus'd the 
Shew to begin. And here the Story is related two 
Ways. Some ſay, as he was talking to the Boys, 
Cherea from behind gave him a deep Wound in the 
Neck with a Sword, ſaying, Hoc age, Mind this; and 
that Cornelius Sabinus the Fribune, another of the 
Conſpirators, ran him thro' the Breaſt before : 
Others, that ſome Centurions who were privy to 
the Deſign, having remov'd the Crowd from him, 
Sabinus came to him for the Word, and Caius giving 
him Jupiter, Cherea cry'd out Accipe ratum, Agreed ; 
and as he look'd back, ſmote off his Jaw at a Blow. 
The reſt finiſh'd him with thirty Wounds, lying on 
the Ground, and gathering up his Limbs, and faint- 
ly crying, he was alive. For the common Word with 
all of them was, Repete, Strike again. And ſome 
thruſt their Weapons thro' his ſecret Parts. At the 
firſt Buſtle, his Litter-Men ran in to his Aid with 
their Poles; and then his German Guards, who flew 
ſeveral of the Murderers, and ſome Senators that 
were innocent. | 
59. He 


January 24th. 

A. One a Clock at Noon. . 

+ They were privy to the Deſign, and urg d him to go 
tut, ( rhojr Conſpiracy ſhot ©: hrrwiſe bc defeated. Thus 

cimus Brutus perſuadea Julius Cæſar to go towhe 
*ruate, contrary to his Inclination, un the Day of his Murder. 
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59. He liv'd nine and twenty Years, and reign't 
three Years, ten Months and eight Days. His Car 
kaſs was privately: convey'd into the Lamian Gar- 
dens, and being t half burnt on a Pile thrown up in 
a Hurry, was lightly cover'd. over with Turf. His 
Siſters returning from Exile, had it afterwards taken 
up and burnt fully, and bury'd. Before this was done, 
tis certain, the Keepers of the Garden were contin. 
ally diſturb'd with Spectres; and it was impoſſible to 
paſs the Night in the Houſe where he was murder'd, 
without Affright; and therefore it was ſer on fire, 
and reduc'd to Aſhes. His Wife Cæſonia periſh'd with 
him, being ſtabb'd by a Centurion; and his (4)Daughe 
ter was daſh'd to Pieces againſt a Wall. 

60. It will be eaſy for any Man to underſtand the 
Condition of thoſe Times, even by theſe Circumſtan. 
ces. For neither was the Murder preſently belier'd 
when it was divulg'd, the People ſuſpecting it to be 
a-Feint of his own, to diſcover how their Minds were 
affected towards him; nor did the Conſpirators ap- 
point another Emperor. And the Senate were fo uns. 
nimous for aſſerting their Liberty, that the Conſuls 
did not ſummon them to meet in the uſual Court, be- 
cauſe it was call'd the Julian, but in the Capitol. And 
fome voted to have the Name of the Ceſar: aboliſh'; 
and their Temples deſtroy'd. Ir deſerves alſo to be 
noted in particular, that all the Cæſars who bore the 
Prænomen of Caius, even from || him who was ſlain in 


the Time of Cinna,' periſh'd by the jt Dagger. 


— 


A celebrated Family of that Name. 
+ By way of Diſgrace and Revenge. 
(4) See p. 287. * 
Cicero commends him as an admirable Ovator. He wii 
leſtroy d in the Proſeription made by Marius and Cinna. 


1k. This does not appear by Hiſtory, 
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Tib. Claudius Dru ſus Ceſar. 


A being * marry'd to Auguſtus when 

ſhe was great with Child, was within 
three Months deliver'd of Druſus, the 
Father of Claudius Cefar ; whoſe Præ- 
nomen at firſt was Decimus, and after- 
wards Nero. He was ſuſpected to be 
begotten in Adultery by his Father - in- Law; and 
this Verſe was immediately fpread about: 


Tits 20 g TEL unra mudiay. | 
At three Months end the Great can have a Boy. 


This Druſus, while he enjoy'd the Honour of the 
Queſtorſhip- and of the Preture, Commanded in the 
RhetianandGermanWars,and was the firſt Roman Gene- 
nl who paſs'd the Northern Ocean, and with prodigi- 
ous Labour made a. new Sort of Entrenchments be- 
yond the Rhine, which are to this Day call'd The Druſine. 
Nor dd he give over following the Enemy, n 
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he had frequently defeated and had driven into the 
Deſarts, till the Form of a Barbarian Woman larger 
than the Life, appearing to him, commanded him tg 

uſh his Victories no further. For theſe Exploit 

e receiv'd an Ovation and the Triumphal Or. 
ments. And entering on the Conſulate immediately 
after the Pretorſhip, as he was preparing for a ſe. 
cond Expedition, he dy'd of a Diſeaſe in the“ Sun. 
mer Quarters, which from thence were call'd Sal. 
rata, The accursd. His Body was brought to Rome by 
the + Heads of the Municipal Towns and the Cole. 
mes, being receiv'd in the Way by the Colleges af 
the ff Scribes, and was bury'd in the Field of Mar, 
The Army alſo erected him an ; honoraryTomb, . 
bout which on a certain Day the Soldiers || march 


1 


. 


22 — 


* Into which the Soldiers were put, becauſe of the u. 
treme Heat in thoſe Parts. 

T See the Note p. 267. 

tf Perſons who enter d and cody d the Publick Account! 
and Records, They were very numerous at Rome, and 
were form'd into a Society or College. 

>» An empty Tomb inſcrib'd to the Dead, when the Bit) 
cou d not be found, or was bury'd in another Place. In the 
laſt Caſe, it was erected to ſatisfy his Ghoſt, and procurt it 
a Paſſage into Elyſium, into which none cou'd be admitted 
who wanted a Sepulchre. This of Druſus was of the firſt Kind, 

According to the antient Rites of honouring Warrior 
Dead. It was firſt perform d round the Funeral Pile a i 
was burning, aud this was the annual Celebration of it. 


Ter circum accenſos cinQi fulgentibus m_ 5 
Ig. 

Then thrice around the kindled Piles they go, 

(For antient Cuſtom had ordain'd it ſo) 

Thrice Horſe and Foot about the Fires are led, 

And thrice with loud Laments they hail the Dead. 

Tears trickling down their Breaſts bedew the Ground, 


And Drums and Trumpets mix their mournful Sound. 


Mr. Dryden lia 
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in Form, and the Gallic Cities made publick Suppli- 
cations. Moreover the Senate, among ſeveral other 
Things, decreed him a Marble Arch adorn'd with 
Trophies in the Appian Way, and gave the Sirname 
of Germanic to him and his Poſterity. Tis thought, 
he was form'd no leſs for Military Glory and Fame, 
than for the Offices of Civil Life. For beſide his 
Victories, he alſo won the Spolia Opima from the E- 
nemy, and often with the utmoſt Hazard ſingled out 
the German Generals in the Heat of the Battle, and 
engag d them Hand to Hand. Nor did he diſſemble 
his Reſolution to * reſtore the antient State of the 
Republick, if it were ever in his Power. Tis for 
this Reaſon, I believe, ſome have adventur'd to re- 
port Auguſtus was jealous of him, and recall'd him 
from his Province; and becauſe he linger'd there 
and delay'd to return, took him off by Poyſon. I 
have related this rather becauſe I wou'd not be guil- 
ty of an Omiſſion, than becauſe I think it either true 
or likely; ſince Auguſtus lov'd him ſo extremely while 
he was living, that he always appointed him Coheir 
with his Sons, and declar'd it once in the Senate; 
and when he was dead, he extoll'd him ſo in an 
Oration, that he pray'd the Gods they wou'd make his 
Cæſars like him, and grant himſelf as honourable an 
End as they had now granted to Druſus. Nor was he 
content with inſcribing on his Monument a Co 
of Verſes in his Commendation written by himſelf, 
but he alſo compos'd a Hiſtory of his Life in Proſe. 
He had ſevera) Children by Antonia the younger; 
- he left only three, Germanicus, Livila and Clau- 
Its, 

2. Claudius was born in the Conſulſhip of Julius 
Antonius and Fabius Africanus, on the Kalends of Au- 
g'ff, 


FEY 


_— — — — — i — 


See Page 2 14. 

N Czſar was the Style of the Emperor's Sons, by Blood 
” by Adoption. Theſe were the Sons of Agrippa and Ju- 
la, and were adopted by Au guſtus. 
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guſt, at Lyons, on the very Day the Altar was fir 
dedicated there to Auguſtus, and was call'd Tibin 
Claudius Druſus. His elder Brother being afterwardy 
adopted into the Julian Family, he“ aſſum d the Sir. 
name of Germanicus, He loſt his Father in his Infan. 
cy, and almoſt thro' the whole Time of his Child. 
hood and . outh, was afflicted with various and dan- 
gerous Diſtempers ; inſomuch that both his Mind 
and Body being render'd heavy and weak, he wiz 
even at an advanc'd Age thought incapable of any 
| guar or private Employment. A long Time after 
e came to Majority, he was under Governors, and 
had a Pedagogue over him, h, he comnlain'd, wa 
4 Barbarian, and formerly a Mule- Driver, and was placi 
with him on purpoſe to keep him in the ſevereſt Reſtraint 
On account alto of this Infirmity, he took his Seat at 
the Gladiatory Games which he and his Brother gave 
in Memory of his Father, dreſs'd after a + new Man. 
ner, with a Cap wrapp'd round his Head. And the 
Day of his putting on the Gown of Manhood, he 
was carry'd to the ++ Capitol about Midnight in 4 
Litter without any Solemnity. 
3. Vet he employ d no ſmall Labour in the Libe- 
ral Sciences from the firſt, and often publiſh'd EE 
fays in each Kind of Literature; but he was not = 
} 


A 
I 


* His Brother being transfcr'd into another Family 
Adoption, he ſucceeded him in his Rights and Style. 

Ii was the Roman Cuſtom to go without à Covering 
en the Head; but this was diſpens'd with in Claudius 
becauſe of bis Infirmity. 

Ff On this Day, young Gentlemen with the Romats 
were introduc'd into the Forum, or call d to the Bar; in 


ſtead of which, Claudius is carry'd privately by Night f 


the Capitol. This Paſſage therefore may perhaps be thus ut 
derſtood: That hisDefe&s rendering him incapable of Pleading 
or behaving himſelf properly in a public Ceremony, t hey em. 
vey d him to the Capitol without Obſervation, and thin 
committed him to Jupiter's Protection and Favonr, 
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by ell this to make his Way to any Promotion, or 
perſuade the World to hope better of him for the 


future. His Mother Antonia ſaid, he was a Prodigy of 


aan, and that Nature had began him, but never finiſh d 
hu. ork. And. when ſhe tax d any one with Stupi - 
diry, He's a greater Fool, ſays ſhe, than my Son Claudi- 
us. His Grandmother Auguſta always deſpis'd him 
in the laſt Degree, and very ſeldom ſpoke to him ; 
and if ſhe gave him Advice, it was either in a ſhort 
Note ſeverely drawn, or by Meſſengers. And his 
Giſter Livilla, hearing he wou'd one Day come to 
be Emperor, openly lamented the wretched and for- 
lorne Condition of the Roman People. And to ſhew 
the more clearly what was the Opinion of his Great 
Uncle Auguſtus concerning him in both Reſpects, I 
have here ſele&ed ſome of the moſt remarkable Paſ- 
ſages in his Letters. 

4. I have diſcours'd as you defi d me, Livia, with 
Tiberius, what to do with your Grandſon Claudius at 
the Games of Mars. We are both agreed it will be neceſ- 
ſary to conclude at once what Method we ſhou'd purſue in 


this Affair. For if he is d en, as I may ſay, and ù - 
vue, ſound and perfect, there can be no Queſtion but 


he may be advanc d by the ſame Gradation as his Brother 
farmerly was. But if we find him A am g- 
Gap hat, Y eis I Ty c, x) tis I JU dem- 
mm, wanting in the Perfe&ions both of Body and 
Mind; by promoting him we ſhou'd only expoſe our ſclues 
and him to the Deriſion of the World, who are 5kilful e- 
muzh to turn ſuch Things into Ridicule and Satire. And 
if we do not form a Reſolution before hand, whether he is 
capable of Hononrs or not, we ſhall always be full of Un- 
certainty, when we are to conſider of each particular Riſe. 
At preſent, we have no Objection to what you propoſe con- 
cerning his taking the | Charge of the Table of the Priefts 

art 


n 


Becauſe ſhe diſdain'd to ſpeak to him. 


f To be Governor of the Feaſt, and manage the whole 
Entertainment. | wi 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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at the Games of Mars, provided he will ſuffer himſ.lf u 


be advis d and govern'd by Silanus's Son, who is his new 
Relation, that he may do nothing to draw the Eyes of th, 
People and expoſe himſelf. We cannot approve that he 
ſbou'd behold the Circenſian Games from the * Pulvinar, 
becauſe he will then be plac'd in the moſt conſpicuous bart 
of the whole Aſſembly. We think it not fit alſo that hs 
bond go to Mount Albanus, or be at Rome on the Days 
of the F Latin Feſtivals. For if he is in a Conditim ty 
accompany his Brother to the Albane Mount, why may he 
wot be made tt Prefect of the City? We have here given 
you our Opinions, Livia; for we judge it beſt to determing 
about this Matter at once, leſt otherwiſe we ſhou'd be al. 
ways fluctuating between Hope and Fear, If you will, yu 
may ſbew Antonia this Part of the Letter, and let he- 
read it. Again, in another : During your Abſence, [ 
deſign to invite young Tiberius to my Table, leſt he ſhou'd 
ſup alone, with his Companions Sulpitius and Athenodo- 
rus. I heartily wiſh the poor Creature wou d be more carts 
ful and fi d in his Actions, and chuſe out ſome one t1 
himſelf to imitate in his Motion, Dreſs and Gate. 


Awe 


— 


. 


* An Apartment reſerv'd for the Image of the God.; 
the Emperors us d often to fit in it at the Games. See p. 
99. It was in the fulleſt Point of View to the whole A 
ſembly ; for which Reaſon Auguſtus did not care Claus 
dius ſbou d appear in it. 

+ Theſe were inſtituted by Tarquin the Proud, the 
laſt King of Rome, upon his uniting the Romans and the 
Latins in one common League. They were celebrated by 
both Nations, in the Temple of Jupiter Latialis, which 
Tarquin built on Mount Albanus. 

++ The Conſuls being oblig d to accompany the Feſtivals, 
an Officer, call'd the Prefect of the City, was choſen 10 takt 
Care of it in their 4bſence. Auguſtus not thinking Clau- 
dius capable of thi: Poſt, choſe not to have him at Rome 
at that Time, becauſe it wou d expoſe him to have an ther 
prefer d to it, while he was on the Spot. 
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lf ty 


near 


"A736 yu ey e œννjjjẽ May. 


of th „ben he is in Company with Learned Men, he behaves 
at be bimſelf very unhappily 3 but when he has preſery'd him- 
ar, uf from Abſurdities, he certainly diſcovers a ſenſible and 
Ge ell born Mind. And in a third Letter: May I aye, 
at by ivia, if 1 am not ſurpris'd that Your Grandſon Tiberius 
Day w'd pleaſe me ſo well in his Declamations. For it is one 


ien to Vibe ſtrangeſt Things imaginable, that he who in common 


„ (courſe all- ſo im ertinently, ſbou d ſpeak ſo juſtly in an 
g wary I py at 1 Loſs what to ſay. After this, it 
une , no longer a Doubt, why Auguſtus imparted no 
. . Wionours ro him beſide the Augural Prieſthood, 
y Ir. ind even nam'd him his Heir only among thoſe of 


he third Claſs, and almoſt among the + Strangers, 
and only for a ſixth Part, leaving him a Legacy of 
not above eight Hundred Xx Seſterces. 

5. Upon his moving to have ſome Dignities con- 
Ferr'd on him, his Uncle Tiberius gave him the Con- 
ſular Ornaments ; but when he warmly inſiſted for 
| kgitimace Honours, all the Anſwer he wrote back 
o him was, That he had ſent him forty Pieces of Gold 
ab Sigils and other Preſents at the Saturnalia. At 
his, abandoning all Hope of Promotion, he reſign'd 
himſelf to his Eaſe, ſometimes hiding himſelf in his 
Gardens and ſuburbane Houſe, and ſometimes in the 
Receſs of Campania, in the Company of Fellows 1 
a mo 


ce, J 
hou 4 
do- 
Carte 
Ie 10 


ab 


„u Pricftbood of the Augurr. 
Ty f By naming him among theſe, Auguſtus ſeem'd to 
10 diſown him for kis Relation: For the Romans call'd ſuch 


Heirs Strangers, as were neither Slaves, nor Children of the 
T:ftator ; that is, who neither belong d to him by Property 


= nor Blood. 
oY K The greater Seſterce; 20000 Crowns. 
10 Such as were not merely titular, but real. 


** Little Images of the Gods, which they us d to make 
Preſents of at the Saturnalia. 


<hoſen by Lot; and that his Houſe, which was de. 


the Senate, and the People of Rome. 


or to the Alt ars and Temples of Auguſtus iz particular. 
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a moſt profligate Character; by which, beſide the 
former Reproach of Liſtleſsneſs and Dulneſs, he in. 
curr'd the Scandal of Drunkenneſs and Gaming, 
6. Yer while he liv'd after. this Manner, People 
were not wanting in paying Complements to hin 
and ſhewing him publick Reſpect. The Equeſtrian 
Order elected him twice to bear a Meſſage it 
their Name: Once when they deſir'd the Con, 
ſuls Permiſſion to. bear the Body of Auguſtus u 
Rome upon their Shoulders; and another time, when 
they congratulated them upon Sejanus's Ruine. They 
us'd allo to riſe up to him-when he came in at the 
Shews, and threw off their “ Clokes. The Senate 
moyv'd, that he might be added extraordinarily u 
the Number of the + Auguſtal Society, which wer, 


ſtroy'd by Fire, might be rebuilt at the public 
Coſt ; and that he ſhou'd have a Power to paſs Juds 
ment among the Conſular Men. But this Dec 
was aboliſh'd, Tiberius excuſing him becauſe of hi 
Infirmities, and engaging to make up the Loſs u 
him by his own Liberality : And at his Death, he 
nam'd him among the Heirs of the third Claſs, for 
a third Part, and appointed him alſo a Legacy of about 
two jt Millions of Seſterces ; recommending hin 
by Name, among his other Friends, to the Armies 


7. At length, under the Reign of his Brother 
Son Caius, who endeavour'd by all Infinuations and 
Addreſs to render himſelf acceptable at the Begin 
ning, he made his || Entrance on Publick Roe 

| olding 


— 


* Auguſtus endeavour d to put down the Uſe of thi 
Garment (See p. 93.) But it prevail'd afterwards vi 
enuch, and war more worne than the Gown. 

+ An Order of Prieſts belonging to the Julian Family, 


t 50000 Crowns, © 
II See Page 219. 
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holding the Conſulate with him for two Months; 
10-0 ind it happen'd that the firſt time he came into the 
bum with the Faſcer, an * Eagle flew round about 
ple tim, and ſettled upon his right Shoulder. Four Years 
din hor, he alſo drew Lots for another Conſulate ; and 
ua pometimes prefided at the Shews, the People ſhout- 
u ing and cry ing out, partly, Heavens bleſs the Emperor's 

Uncle, and partly, Megs bleſs the Brother of Germa- 
yhen "Yet was he not hereby ſecur'd from Affronts 


ner ad Scorn. For if he came in ſomewhat later than 
t he th appointed Hour at Supper, the Company Þ+ took 
nate no Notice of him, but put him to the Trouble of hunt- 
ly 10 ing up and down to find a Place at the Table; and 
were 


when he fell afleep after Eating, which he generally 
dd. they pelted him with Olive- Stones and Dates; and 


big eme who had a mind to create Diverſion, wak d him 
Jod WW vith a (mart Blow 6f x Ferula or a Scourge. They” 
* us'd alſo to flip on Socks upon his Hands as hie 
IL Ny 


hy ſnoring, that waking on a ſudden he might 
ſcratch his Face with them when he. went to rub his 
es, E 
4 He was alſo ſeveral times in imminent Danger. 
Once in his very Confulare, becauſe he had noterett- 
d the Statues of the Emperor's t Brothers, Nero and 
Druſus, with due Expedition; he had: ike to hate 
deen remov'd from his Office; after which, a certain 
ranger among his Domeſticks gave him atgroat 
leal of Trouble by his Accuſations. And when the. 
u. P. S . a vnd Gn 


* * 
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— —— = 7: Eg: was the Roman Enſign, and an Emblem of 
ggg; aud hu gerchiug Claudius“ right Shodlddr; 

Fig. enify\. he bow N 66 advance dito the Empires F 

as wn "9 Omens, with the Romans, came from the Rig ui: W 
„e lnadignities were undoubtedly offer d him by Ca- 

Fami ula', Order, a5:pnay #pped? by te Story in the follow- 

a. e Paragraph; for none won d have preſum' d without it, 

have treated the Emperor's Uncle ſo gro. 
I Murder d by Tiberius, P. 219. 
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* Conſpiracy of Lepidus and Getulicus was diſcover d. 

being ſent into Germany with ſome others to congra. Ml +: 
tulate the Emperor on his Deliverance, he narrow. 
ly eſcap'd with his Life : For Caligala was in a pro. i 
digious Rage that they ſingled out his 1 Uncle to |} 
ſend to him, as if he were a Boy who wanted a Go. 
vernor ; and ſome have ſaid, he caus d him to be 
thrown into the River in his Cloaths juſt as he came. 
From this Time he always voted the laſt of the Con. 
fular Men in the Senate,his*, Voice being taken after 
all the ret on purpoſe to diſgrace him. A Teſts 
ment alſo to which he had 12 was brought into 
Court and I arraign'd as falſe. Laſtly; being oblig d 
to advance || eight Millions of Seſterces for his En. 
trance on the new Prieſthooa, he was in ſuch er. 
treme Penury, that not being able to anſwer the 
Bond he had given for the Summ, his whole Effects 
were by a Decree of the * PrefeQts put up to 


= 


10. Having 


r 


— —„— — — 


See Page 269. 
+ Uncles had a great Power over their Nephew:, mi 
27 d to treat them with Severity, even to a Proverb, Pets 


faus alludes to it in bis firſt Satire. aſe 

mo 

Cum ſapimus Patruos, &c. in: 

11. £4. ud b 

When ſtern as Tutors, and as Uncles hard, = 

Ife grind the Pupil and defraud the Ward. an 

Mr. Dryden. — 

Caligula was in no Danger of coming into this Suljetim uy out 
bat be hates Claudius, and his Pride and Paſſion mai 

him put this Senſe upon his Coming. 3 


7. See Page 12. | St 
it To caſt a Reflefion on Claudius, a an Accomplict® 
the Forgery. wy. | 
[| 240000 Crowns. | | Empi 

x Of Caligula's Reveiver. f 
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d, 10. Having paſs'd the greater Part of his Life 
1 iter this Manner, in the Fiftieth Year of his Age he 
vw. WH :cciv'd at the Empire, by an Accident very ſutpriſ- 
0. ing. The Conſpirators againſt Caius having turn'd 
to him out among others when they clear'd the Lodg- 
;0- WI ings, as if the Emperor defar'd to be private, he with- 
be drew to the Apartment call'd the Hermean ; and be- 
ne. W ing quickly after frighten'd with the Report of the 
on. W Murder, he ſtole up into an upper Room, and hid 
frer WM himſelf among Tapeſtry: A common Soldier run- 
tz. ning by while he lay there, and perceiving: his Feet, 
refolv'd to ſee who it was; and knowing him, drew 
him out, and as he caſt himſelf at his Knees out of 


En WY Fear, ſaluted him EMPEROR. He carry'd him to 
ei- WY his Fellows, who were of a thouſand Minds, and in 
the n violent Fury: They put him into a Litter, and, 
delt becauſe his Slaves were diſpers'd, took it by turns 


upon their Shoulders, and convey'd him to the Camp 
full of Dejection and Concern, and the People pity- 
ing him in paſſing, as ſome innocent Perſon hurcy'd 
away to Execution. Being admitted within the 
Trenches, he fate up all Night among the Guards, 
with little * Hope and leſs Aſſurance. For the Con- 
ſuls, with the Senate and the City-Cohorts, had ſeiz'd 
the Forum and the Capitol, and were determin'd ta 
aſſert the common Liberty; and being himſelf ſum. 
mon'd by a Tribune of the People to join with them 
in adviſing for the Publick Good, he anſwer'd, He 
cu d not poſſibly come, for he was detain'd by Force. But 
ihe next Day the Senate being leſs vigorous in pur- 
luing thoſe Reſolutions, becauſe of the Diſſentions 
among themſelves which cou'd not be reconcil'd, 
ind the Multitude which ſurrounded them crying 
out for a ſingle Governor, and demanding Claudius 
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U of his being protected, and of his obtaining ti 
ire, 


| Ste Page 304. 
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* Conſpicacy of Lepidus and Gætulicus was diſcover'd, 
being ſent into Germany with ſome others to congu· Ml + 
tulate the Emperor on his Deliverance, he narrow. WM : 


ly eſcap'd with his Life : For Caligula was in a pro. 


digious Rage that they ſingled out his + Uncle to h 
fend to him, as if he were a Boy who wanted a Go. i 
vernor ; and ſome have ſaid, he caus'd him to be WM d 
thrown into the River in his Cloaths juſt as he came. i; 
From this Time he always voted the laſt of the Con. 
fular Men in the Senate, his“, Voice being taken after hi 
all the reſt on purpoſe to diſgrace him. A Teſt ni 
ment alſo to which he had ſign d, was brought int re. 
Court and H arraign'd as falſe. Laſtly, being obligi WM bi 
to advance || eight Millions of Seſterces for his E. Fe 
trance on the new Prieſthooa, he was in ſuch ex. his 
treme Penury, that not being able to anſwer the Wi x \ 
Bond he had given for the Summ, his whole Effet Wl bet 
were by a Decree of the & Prefects put up u up 
Sale. | ful 
10. Having ing 
S N nern 
1 Tr 
See Page 269. | | | wit 
+ Uncles bad a great Power over their Nephews, ni ſuls 
is d to treat them with Severity, even to a Proverb, et-: the 
faus alludes to it in his firſt Satire. rr, aſe; 
mor 
Cum ſapimus Patruos, &c. . a 
C - 1 14 4 
When ſtern as Tutors, and as Unclss hard, = 
Ire grind the Pupil and defraud the Ward. * 
Mr. Dryden. = 
Caligula was in no Danger of coming into this Suljetin i out 
bat be hates Claudius, and his Pride and Paſſimn 
him put this Senſe upon his Coming. 1 
_ *, See Page 12. | 1 
it To caſt Rgfection on Claudius, af an Accomplit gl 
the Forgery. p 
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d, 10. Having paſs'd the greater Part of his Life 
tn. WW ofeer this Manner, in the Fiftieth Year of his Age he 
w. WW :cciv'd at the Empire, by an Accident very ſurpriſ- 
10. WM ing. The Conſpirators againſt Caius having turn'd 
to him out among others when they clear'd the Lodg- 
Go. ings, as if the Emperor defir'd to be private, he with- 
) be drew to the Apartment call'd the Hermean; and be- 
ume. ing quickly after frighten'd with the Report of the 
Murder, he ſtole up into an upper Room, and hid 
himſelf among Tapeſtry: A common Soldier run» 
ning by while he lay there, and perceiving his Feet, 


int) WW refolv'd ro ſee who it was; and knowing him, drew 
lig bim out, and as he caſt himſelf at his Knees out of 
E. Fear, ſaluted him EMPEROR. He carry'd him to 
\ ex- his Fellows, who were of a thouſand Minds, and in 
r the : violent Fury: They put him into a Litter, and, 


becauſe his Slaves were diſpers'd, took it by turns 
upon their Shoulders, and convey'd him to the Camp 
full of Dejection and Concern, and the People pity- 
ing him in paſſing, as ſome innocent Perſon hurcy'd 
away to Execution. Being admitted within the 
Trenches, he ſate up all Night among the Guards, 
with little * Hope and leſs Aſſurance. For the Con- 


„ ni ſuls, with the Senate and the City- Cohorts, had ſeiz'd 
Pe- the Forum and the + Capitol, and were determin'd ta 


iſſert the common Liberty; and being himſelf ſum. 
mon'd by a Tribune of the People to join with them 
in adviſing for the Publick Good, he anſwer'd, He 
au'd not poſſibly come, for he was detain'd by Force. But 
he next Day the Senate being leſs vigorous in pur- 
ſuing thoſe Reſolutions, becauſe of the Diſſentions 
imong themſelves which cou'd not be reconcil'd, 
nd the Multitude which ſurrounded them crying 
out for a ſingle 1 and demanding Claudius 

ae. by 


mmm. 


—— 
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— his being protected, and of his obtaining ihe 
LMNre, 
| Sce Page 304. 
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by Name, he afſembled the Troops, and * ſuffers 
them to take the Oath to him, promiſing them ff. 
teen Thouſand Seſterces a. Man; and was the firſt or 
the Cæſars who purchas'd the Fidelity of the Soldiers 
with Money. | 
11. Being confirm'd in the Empire, he immediate. 
Iy caus d the Memory of the two Days which were 
ſpent in conſulting upon changing the Form of the 
Government, to be it aboliſh'd, and publiſh'd an 
Act.of Pardon and Oblivion for ever of all that had 
been done and ſaid in that Time; only ſome few of 
the Tribunes and Centurions among the Aſſaſſines of 
Caius were put to Death for an Example, and becauſe 
he underſtood they were alſo conſpiring againſt him. 
ſelf. After this, he apply'd himſelf to Offices of 
XPiety and Religion. He appointed an Oath whick 


he held the moſt ſacred, and generally us'd, 3! WM * 
AUGUSTUS. He decreed Divine Honours to his Wl © 
Grand-Mother Livia, and a Chariot in the Circenſan p 
Games drawn by Elephants, like what had been or- n 
dain'd for Auguſtus. He inſtituted Publick Sacrifices 5 
to the Manes of his Parents: And further yet, For + 
his Father he founded annual Circenfian Games; for 
his Mother he provided one of the Chariots calld 1 
Carpentum, to be driven round the Cirrui; and ſettlei — 
on her the Cognomen of Auguſta, which his Grand- " 
Mother had refus'd. In Honour of his Brother! — 
2 4 . TH: © - Memory, at” 

Ty rg Ge e Hg PRI „ exh 
* He was afraid to do it before, left if the Senate pu. x 


ſifted in their Deſign, he ſbou d ſuffer for afuming i con 
Empire. x | = it t 


4+ He prohibited them to be mention d in the Kalenan, — 
teſt ſuch @ Precedent being upon Record, ſbou d remind and 5 
incourage them at any Opportunity to execute that Diſs! Hou 

Xx Pietas ſignifies filial Duty and Reverence t0 dn 
Relations, of which Claudius gave ſeveral tuſtances, wi 
folow. The Word Religion relates to his appointing 
Oath. : 
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Memory, which he celebrated upon all Occaſions, 
he gave a Greek Comedy at the Neapolitan Games, and 
beſtow'd Crowns on the Players according to the 
dentence of the Judges. Nor did he paſs by Mark 
Aut leny without a grateful Remembrance and Di- 
ſtinction; having declar'd in an Edict, That he was 
the more deſirous to have them celebrate the Birth-Day of 
bir Father Druſus, becauſe it was the ſame with his 
Grand-Father Anthony's. The Marble Arch by Pom- 
ves Theatre, which the Senate had formerly-decreed 
to Therius, and which had been negledted, he finiſh'd : 
And tho' he annull'd all his Acts, yet he forbad rhe 
Day of Cains's Murder, notwithſtanding it was that 
of his Acceſſion to the Empire, .to be enter'd among 
the Feſtivals. ; 

12. In aſſuming Dignity and State to himſelf, he 
was very temperate, abſtaining. from the Prenomen 
of IMPERATOR, and refuſing great Honours ; 
and the Spouſals of his Daughter, and his Grand-Son's 
Birth-Day, he paſs'd over in Silence, and only ob- 
ſervd them privately in the Family. He recall'd no 
Exile, but by the Authority-of the-Senate, and ask'd 
their Permiſſion to * bring the Pretorian Prefect and 
the Tribunes of the Soldiers with him into the 
Houſe, and that the Judgments of his Procurators 
might be ratify'd ; and defir'd the Conſuls to allow 
him the Profits of the Nundine for his private Re- 
venue. He was often preſent with the Magiſtrates 
at Trials, as t one of their Council; and when they 
exhibited Games, he himſelf roſe with the reſt of 
the SpeCtators, and did them Reverence with his 
Voice and Hand. The Tribunes of - the People 
coming up to him before his Tribunal, he excus'd 
it that becauſe the Place was narrow, he cou'd not 
2 hear 


1 


Theſe Officers were not of Quality enough to ſit inthe 
Houſe, without a particular Diſpenſation. Claudius choſe 
to have them with him for the Security of his Perſon, and 
fo fortify his Intereſt there and over-awe their Debates, 

it After the Example of Tiberius, p. 198. 
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Hear them unleſs they ſtood, By this he in a font 
Time purchas'd the Love and Favour of the People 
fo abſolutely, that when it was reported he was kill'd 
by Treachery at Oftia, u hither he went, in a won. 
derful Conſternation they continu'd curfing the Sol. 
diers for Traitors, and the Senate for Parricides, till 
the Magiſtrates produc'd before the Rofra, one and 
another, and at laſt ſeveral Meſſengers, who aſſurd 
them he was ſafe and was juſt approaching. 

13. Yet was he not altogether free from traiterous 
Deſigns ; for he was attempted by ſingle Perſons, 
and by united Conſpiracies, and at laſt was in Danger 
of being involv'd in a Civil War. An ordinary Fel. 
211 Jow of the meaneſt of the People, was taken near his 
1s Bed-Chamber at Midnight with a Dagger about him. 
AT: "Two of the Equeſtrian Order alfo were found ly. 
4 ing wait for him abroad, arm'd with a Tuck and: 


'Huntſman's Hatchet; of whom one deſign'd to have 
aſſaulted him as he came ont of the Theatre, and the 
other as he was facrificing in the Temple of Mar, 
And Gallius Aſinius and Statilius Corvinus, the Grand. 
Sons of Polio and Meſſalla the Orators, projected new 
Commotions, having ingag'd ſeveral of his Freedmen 
and Slaves. Furius Camillus Scriboni anus, the Legate of 
Dalmatia, ſet on foot a Civil War, but. was cruſ d 
within five Days; the Legions which he had reducd 
to violate their * Oath, being mov'd by ſome Reli 
gious Impreſſions, repented themſelves and return 
to their Duty: For when they were order'd to March 
to their new Emperor, either by Accident or by the 
Influence of the Gods, the Eagles cou'd not be t pre- 
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Fi par'd, nor the Enſigns be tt pull'd out of tbe 
5 Ground. 14. He 


be Oath they had lately taken to Claudius. 
+ Anointed, and dreſs'd with 'Laurels and Flower! ; 
which was a Roman Cuſtom to give a happy Omen 10 att 
Enterpriſe. I the preſent Caſe ti likely they ſaid, tht 
Vnguents wou d not adhere, nor the Greens keep on. 
tt The Staff of the Enſign was fuck into the Ground; 
if it did not ariſe eaſily at the Pull, it boded Misfartunes 
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14. He held four Conſulates after his firſt : The 
6: two of which he conjoin'd ; the others were 
with the Interval of four Years ; the Jaſt he bore for 
6x Months, and the reſt for two only; the third 
time, contrary to the Example of any former Prince, 
he was choſen in the Room of one whody'd. While 
he was Conſul, and afrerwards, he adminiſter'd Ju- 
tice with the laſt Attention and Application, even 
upon the Days of —_— himſelf or his Friends, 
and upon the antient Feſtivals, and the Times be- 
longing to Religious Rites. Nor did he always fol- 
low the Letter of the Laws, but temper'd the Ri- 
gour or Lenity of them according to the Rules of 
Equity and Juſtice, where he ſaw it convenient, 
For thoſe who had loſt their Suits before the lower 
Judges by + exceeding in their Demands, he permit- 
ted to renew them again; and when any were con- 
victed of flagrant Frauds, he exceeded the Penalties 
gon by Law, and condemn'd them to the 
Beaſts. 

15. In examining and making his Deciſions, he 
ated with great Variety: For ſometimes he was 
very wary and exact, and ſometimes haſty and pre- 
cipitate, and at other times he was trifling and juſt 
like a Mad Man. When he review'd the Decuries 
of the Judges, whoever waving the X Jus Liberorumy 
by which he was privileg'd not to attend, appear'd 
and anſwer'd to his Name, he diſmiſs'd him as a 
Perſon too ambitious of the Office, And one of 
them being ſummon d upon a Cauſe of his own be» 
fore the Emperor, and replying that the Matter lay 
properly before the ordinary Judge, he immediate- 
y nam'd him to hear it, and made him determine 
k 


e Affair himſelf, that by his Deciſion in his own 
| P 4 Cauſe, 


See the Note, p. 261. 


i If @ Debtor claim'd more than his Due, by the Row 
man Low be loft. bis Debt. 


* See the Note, p. 211. 
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| Cauſe, it might appear how juſt he would be in 
1 another's. A certain Woman refuſing to acknow. 
1 ledge her Son, and the Proofs being doubtful on 
400 both ſides, he oblig'd: her to confels the Fact, by 
1 ordering her to marry the Youth. He made no Dif. 
ficulty to give Judgment againſt ſuch as were abſent 
in Favour of thoſe who appear'd in Court, never je: 
garding whether their Abſence proceeded from will. 
tul Negligence, or from Neceſſity. Some Body crying 
out once upon a Trial, that a Man who was guiky 
of Forgery ought to have his Hands cut off, he 
call d for the Executioner immediately to bring in 2 
Ax and a Butcher's Block. A Perſon being atraignd 
for not having a legal Title to the Privileges of: 
Roman, a ridiculous Diſpute aroſe between the Ad. 
vocates on either Hand, whether he ought. to pleid 
dreſs'd in a? Gown or a+ Cloke; on which Occaſun, 
to ſhew he wou'd adjuſt it in the moſt accurate and 
impartial Manner, he order'd him to change his Hz 
bit alternately, as he was accus'd or defended: I 
one Cauſe he is ſaid to have read his Judgment out 
of his. Note- Book thus, I decree it fur t hoſe wh ſpite 
the uu h. He render'd himſelf ſo mean and hittk 
by theſe Things, that every one openly deſpis'd him. 
Some. Body excuſing a Witneſs that was ſummon d 
out of one of the Provinces, and alledging he cout 
: not appear ſo ſoon, and not aſſigning the Reaſon of 
F it till after a World of Queſtions, hy, ſays he, he 
; r dead at Puteoli. Another returning him Tharks 
For permitting him to make his Defence when he 
3 Was accus'd, But this is no more, he added, than what 
5 1 wa, always alm d. I have alſo heard ſame antient 
*. 1 1 11198 an e 
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* The. Habit of a Roman Citizen 
+ The Habit of a Stranger, who had not the Rights of 8 
Citizen of Rome. 18e g ip HY 
Il In ehis«he feems.to. have imitated Auguſtus, wi 
us d to read his Anſwers and Orders from @ Book of I. 
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ſav, the Pleaders were wont to abuſe his Pa- 
tal ſhamefully, that they not only calld to 


it on Wi bim to ſtay, as he came down from the Tribunal, 
t but held him by the Skirts of his Gown, and ſome- 
Vik. WY times by his Feet. And left any ſhou'd be ſurpriz d 
blent Wi t this, a Greek/ing, a contemptible Dabbler in Cauſes, 
ric Wi had the Aſſurance to tell him, Kat ov νν,e &, 4, 
will BY Jess, Thou art both an old Man and a Fool. It is well 
"Ying WW L.nown, that a Raman Knight, who by the Malice of his 
uilty Wi Enemies was falfly..accus'd of treating Women ob- 


ſcenely, when he ſaw the common Proſtitutes cited 
into Court againſt him, and their Teſtimony re- 


guad cciv'd, loudly upbraided his Folly and Barbarity, 
of 2 W::d threw his Style and his Table-Book, which he 
Ad. N beld in his Hand, ſo violently at his Head, that he 
pleat Bi wounded him in the Face. 

alton, 15, He bore the Office of Queſtor, which had 
: and been omitted for a * long Time, after Paulus and 
15 plancas; and in this alſo he behav'd himſelf very un- 


equally, and with a ſtrange Variety of Under ſtand- 
ing and Succeſs. At a, Review of the Knights, he 
diſmiſs'd without Ignominy a Youth who was very 
ſcandalous, becauſe his Father declar'd he had a per- 
fectly good Opinion of him, ſaying, He has his own 


10nd Cinſer, + Another who was noted for Corruptions 
:oud and Adulteries, he only advis'd to indulge his Inclina- 
L 4 tions more ſparingly, or at leaſt with greater Caution ; 
e, be | ry | 


adding, Fer what Reaſon have 1 to know what Miſtreſs 
yu keep? And when at the Intreaties of his Friends 
be repesl'd rhe Cenſure he had laid upon another of 
the Knights, However, ſays he, the || Blot will remain. 
A Perſon of noble Character, and the Chief of the 
Province of Grecce, happening not to underſtand the 

5 Latin 


lt. 


8 


— 


Sixty - nine Tarn. | 
i Of the Knights, whom Claudius was now reviewing. 
1 Tho" the Judicial Cenſure was now recall d, yet that 


Fe bad ence incurr' d it, wou i be always remember d againſt 
bim as 4 Blemiſh, | 


* . 
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Latin Tongue, he not only ſtruck him out of tn 
Judges Roll, but alſo pronounc'd him * Strange; 
He oblig'd every one alſo to give an Account of his 
Behaviour by Word of Mouth, as well as he vu v 
able, allowing him no Patron to affiſt him in hi; u. 
Story. He branded _ and ſeveral who did na th 
expect it, and for a new ſort of Crime, becauſe they 
went out of 7aly without his Knowledge and Lea 


And one he cenſur'd, becaufe he had join'd himk1il w 
to the + Train of one of the Kings in the Province, by 
alledging, that in former Times, Rabirivs Pofthmui be 
was impeach'd before the Judges of Treaſon, n 
having follow'd Ptolemy to Alexandria, tho® it wu tv 
recover a Debt. He proceeded to blemiſh mor f 
but by the Careleſſneſs of the Officers who infom i «4 
him of their Characters, and to his own Shame, E 
found them innocent of the Charge. And tho 5c 
whom he tax'd with Celibacy, or Want of Child fe 
or Poverty, prov'd themſelves to be marry'd, and i to 
be Fathers, and rich. And even one whom be r 
cus'd of ſtabbing himſelf, pull'd off his Cloaths, ni be 
ſhew'd there was no Print of a Wound upon his h © 
dy. The + remarkable Paſſages in his Cenſorftigh b. 
were theſe ; A Silver Chariot, very finely made, wilt 4 
to be ſold in the Sigilarian Street, he commande ii F. 
to be bought,and to be broken in Pieces before hin as 
and in one Day he publiſh'd twenty EdiQs, ogy !L 
of which was, That ſince there was a very fruitful Vi 
tage, t hey ſbou d take Care to bave their Veſſels well pitch (ll 
an 

— —— — —ä—Ü— * 

' ® See the Note juſt above. A 

+ Ie was thought a Degree of Servitude, and a Din 

tion of the Dignity of the Roman People, for a Roma 0 
accept a Service or Employment under a foreign Pri ; 
Rabirius was arraign'd for this Crime, and Cicero ; 
left us an Oration in his Defence. p 


r Remarkable for Weakneſs and Abſurdity: : 
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ind another, That nothing was ſo good againſt the Bite 


a Vider, as the II Juice of a N- Tree. 
fo "He undertook only one Expedition, and that 
was of ſmall Impertance. For the Friumphal Or- 
naments which the Senate had decreed him he 
thought were roo low an Honour to his Majeſty, 
and being willing to have the Glory of a juſt Tri- 
umph, he made Choice of Britain for the Scene 
where to merit it, which had never been attempred 
by any ſince Julius, and was now in an Inſurrection, 
becauſe ſome Fugitives, whom they demanded, were 
not reſtor'd. As he ſail'd hither from Ofis, he was 
twice in Danger of being drown'd by a violent 
t Whirlwind, near || Liguria, and near the tf Stæ- 
thades; Wherefore he perform'd his Journey from 
Marſ.illes to ? Geſſoriacum on foot, and there croſs d the 
Seas: And Part of the Hland yielding to him in a 
few Days without Battel or Bloodſhed, he return d 
to Rome the Sixth Month after his ſetting out, and 
triumph'd with the greateſt Magnificence. To the 
beholding of this Pomp, he not only permitted the 
Governors of the Provinces to repait to the City, 
but ſuffer'd ſeveral of the Exiles alſo to return. 
Among the Spoils of the Enemy, he affix'd at the 
Front of the Palace a' Naval Crown, juſt by the Civic, 
3S Token that he had paſs'd over, and in a manner 
lubdu'd the Ocean. His Wife Meſaling + his 
| arlot 


1 — 


y o 


W 44 46 ge 2. 4 18. — „ 
6 * * - 


- 


Claudius i; thought to have been very much out in 
bis Proſcription, becauſe the Juice of this Tree is ſaid to be 
denon. 

"4 fal Triumph with ad its Gloty. 

f Circius Ventus, A furious Eddy Wind, peculiar to 
Callia Narbonenſis. 


A country of Italy by the Sea: ſide, coll d la Rivera 


de Genoua. 


at Ties Nauds not far from Marſeilles, now the 1/e; 
leres. ; | 


5 St. Omer's, according to Turnebus. 
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Chariot in a Carpentum; after which came thoſe who 
had obtain'd the Triumphal Ornaments in the lame 
War, and the reſt march d on foot in the 27ers. 
but Craſſus Frags was mounted on a capayiſpn'd Horſe 
and N 4 N d with Pal, becaules 
was the {econd tune of his accompanying ſuch; 
Shew, mT or YO EIN 
18. He was extremely careful to preſerve the City 
in Safety, and to furniſh it with Proviſions. A Fir 
breaking out in the * Æmilian Buildings, and bum. 
ing furiouſly, he ſate up two Nights ig the Hine 
dium; and the Soldiers and the Companies of the 
Gladiators not being Hands enough for the Occaſion 
he caus d the Magifffates to ſummon in the Comer 
| Tegel from every; Quarter to aſſiſt him; and placing 
2 Heap of Money before him, encourag'd them. to 
exert themſelves, aſſuring them evefy one ſhould 
immediately be rewarded for his Pains. ' A Scarcity 
happening, by reaſon of ſeveral Years ſucceſſively 
baren, he was ſtop'd in the middle of the Forum by 
"the Rabble, who threw Heaps of broken Bread and 
Offals at him, and he eſcap'd with much Difficuly 
thro” a Back-door-to the Palace; Upon this he con. 
trriv'd;al-;manner of Ways, to bring Supplies to the 
City, even in the Winter. For he offer'd large Gains 
to the Merchants; and whatever Loſſes happend by 
the Dangers of the Seas, he took them upon himlelt; 
and for all who ſhou'd build Ships of Burden, be 
appointed great Advantages, according to every 
Man's Condition. To the Citizens he gave an Ex. 
emption from the f Papian-Popean Law; to the L. 
' Ziris, the Privileges of Romans ; and to the Wan 
| 1 Ti l 157 


— 


* 
ita 
” 


——cc 


* 4 Range of Buildings without the City- Gates. 
14 Building begun by Agrippa, for the Officers (Dit! 
bitores) who gave out Tickets to the People as they ven 
ro vote at Elections in the Campus Martius. 
_ + 4 Law ſiri#ly enforcing Marriages : It was calld j 
from the Conſuls Papius Mutilus, and Q. Popeus, U 
whom it was paſid, 1 
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at Alexandria, by Fires in the Night to dire& Mui. 


ones reviv'd, and in thoſe Parts where they had next: 
been before. He declar'd the Games for the Dedici- 


and being ſilent as he paſs'd along. He 


- Circus with Marble Barriers and Golden Goals, whic 
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huge : Obelisk from Egypt, and fixing down Þ; 
erected on them a very high Tower like Gn 


ners in their Steering. 

20. He often gave Congiaries to the People, ani 
exhibited many Shews and very magnificent; no 
only ſuch as were uſual, and in the accuſtom'dPlaces 
but ſeveral alſo of his own inventing, and antiem 


tion of Pompey's Theatre, from his Tribunal in th 
-Orcheſtrs, * firſt made his Supplications in th 
* Temple which was over it, and paſs d from thence 
to the Pit, the whole Aſſembly + — their Seas, 
eld alfathe 
ſecular Games, as if they had been anticipated by 
Auguſtus, and not reſerv'd vo the proper Time; thi 
in his own Hiſtory he ſays, That after they had bin 
long interrupted, Auguſtus made a very exact Comput 
tion of the. Years, and reduc d them inte Order. The pn. 
elamation of the Cryer therefore was laugh i d at, wh 
with the wonted Solemnity invited all to the Gam 
which no Man had yet ſeen; nor ſbon d ever behold again 
For feveral were then living, who had ſeen th 
before; and ſome of the Actors who had perform di 
the former, appear'd alſo in theſe. He had alſo th 
Circenſian Sports frequently play'd in the Vatican, it 
terpoſing ſometimes a Hunting of Wild Beaſts at tit 
End of every fifth Career. He adorn'd the lars 
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us' d formerly to be of common Stone and Wood 
and provided diſtin& Seats for the Senators, who be 
„ | ' tot 
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A large Stone, ſquare and of a huge Height, ſb) 
ing to 4 Point by Degrees, and inſcrib d with Hiergliþ 
Sculptures. | . | 2 in. 0 . e N 

* of Venus, which was frequently built cuir eh 
Temples. | oh 

4 Which ſbew d their Contempt of Claudius. 
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fore fate promi ſcuouſly with the People. Beſide the 
Chariot-Races, he exhibired the Trojan Exercife and 
Chaſes of Wild Beaſts of Africa, by a Troop of the 
Pretorian Horſe, led up by the Tribunes and the 
* Prefe&t himſelf. And a Body of Theſſalian Horſe. 


not men drove fierce Bulls round the Circus, and when 
laces, WW they had tir'd them our, leap'd upon them and pull'd 
ntiett I them down by the Horns. Combats of Gladiators 
neyet hc alſo exhibited in ſeveral Places, and in great 
edier WI Numbers. He gave one yearly in the Pretorian 
in tie Camp, without any Huntings of Beaſts or pompous | 
in tue Preparations ; and one in the Septa with the full For- | 
bene malities, and another which was uncommon and ve- | 
Seats ry ſhort, for it laſted but a few Days, which he | 
la the usd to call a Sportula, A ſmall Treat; for when he | 
ed e firſt declar'd it, he faid, that He invited the People as | 
3 tho ir were to @ running Banquet. Nor was he more free 
ad Hand familiar at any of the Shews, than at theſe; | 


thruſting out his left Hand with the common Peo- 
ple, and telling over upon his t Fingers the Money 
which was given to the Victors, and counting it a- 
loud; often calling upon the Company alſo to be 
merry, and ſtyling them Mafters, and throwing in 
low and far-fetch'd Jeſts. Thus when the SpeQarors 
cry'd out for Palumbus, Ye ſhall have him, ſays 45 

on 


8 * , * 4 my ” 


_ _ 
2 — 2 — —_— —_ 


— 


* The Præfectus-Prætorianus, or Captain of the pre- 
tirian Guards; not the Prefect of the City. 

The Antients us'd to recen pou their Fingers; they 
»'d te left Hand for all Numbers under 100, after which 
they empioy'd the Right. To this Cuſtom Juvenal alludes, 


Sat. 10. 


—— Qui tot per fzcula vitam | 
Diſtulit, atque ſuos jam dextra computat annos. 


Bleft, to defraud the Crave ſo long, to moun! 
tis numbred Years, and on his Right Hans Mus. * 
Mr. 4 7 e. 
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ſoon as he is X caught, And giving a Diſcharge w. 

univerſal Approbation to an Eſſedarius, for — . K 
four Sons interceeded, he immediately publiſh'g 
Billet, in which he reminded the People, how mu; 
every one ought to endeavour to bring up Children, ſing 
4 they ſaw what a Favour a Gladiator had obtain 4 by th 
Intereſt of his Sons. He repreſented in the Campus Man 


94 tius, the Siege and ſtorming of a Town according: 
* the Rules of War, and the Kings of Britain ſurren. Wore 
** dring themſelves to him, and preſided at the Sber Ie: 
475 in his General's Robe. When he was going to empty tio 
14 the Fucine Lake, he firſt caus'd a Sea- Fight, to f! 
1 perform'd upon it; but the Champions calling om n 
to him, Save, you Emperor, thoſe who are to die alu. 

thee, he anſwer'd, Save you alſo : Upon this, as if e. 

excusd them from the Fight, no Man caring wi”! 

Nrike a Stroke, he conſider'd for ſome Time whether lle 

he ſhou'd nor deſtroy them all by Fire and Sword; e 

' and at length leaping from his Seat. he ran along the Nou 

SW 


Side of the Lake, ſhaking and trembling in a ridicy 
Tous Manner, and partly by Threats and partly Heu 
. Incouragemeats, prevail d upon them to begin the 
Battel. In it the Sicilian and Rhodian Fleets engagl, 
each of which conſiſted of twelve Gallies carrying 

three Banks of Rowers; and a Silver Triton, ariſing 

from the Middle of the Lake by Machinery, bles 
the Charge. 

2. Wirh refpe& to Religious Rites, and Civil an 
Military Cuſtoms, and concerning the ſeveral Orders 
both at Home and Abroad, he either corrected ſeve- 
ral Things, or reviv'd ſome which were obſolete 
or made new Inſtitutions. In chooſing the Prieſts by 
their Colleges, he never nam'd them but upon his 
* Oath. Nor did he fail as often as an Earthquake 


happen'd in the City, to make the Pretor call a 
| | is Aſſemby 


&: 44 


** 


— 23 


X A Pun upon his Name Palumbus, which di 
om Palumba, a Pigeon. Pd 
That he had made the beſt Choice he cd 
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ſembly and proclaim a Day for Devotion; or if 
n ilLomen'd Bird was ſeen in the City or the Capi- 
, to hold a Supplication to the Gods, which he be- 
gan himſelf by the Right of being High-Prieſt, hav- 


# 


with 
m bis 
ſh'd a 


much - | . 

, fu og firſt deliver'd an Admonition to the People from 
by the Wb: ſtr», and caus'd all the t Mechanicks and Slaves 
uno be remov'd. Cd. 104 2112 07 en 
ng to 22 The Time for hearing of Cauſes, which be. 
Irren. Wore was divided into Winter and Summer-Months, 
Sher Ne appointed to be the whole Year without Diſtin- 
empty Mon; and whereas the Magiſtrates took Cognizance 
to def Perſons falſifying their Truſt but once a Year, 


nd only in the City, he ordain'd it ſhou'd be done 
t all Times, and even by the Rulers in the Provin- 
es. The Clauſe which Tiberius added to the f Pabiæ- 
pion Law, as if Men of Sixty Vears old were not 


g Out 


ſalut 
if he 


ng to 

* ble to beget Children, he alter d. He decreed that 
rord; e Guardians of Wards in * Caſes extraordinary, 
ig the ou 'd be nominated by the Conſuls, and that ſuch 
idicu . vere interdicted the Provinces by the Magiſtrates, 
Iy aud be alſo remov'd from the City, and fent out oſ 
n the . He ſentenc'd ſome after a new Manner, for- 
gig ding them. to go above twenty Miles from the 
ry 9 When he was to decide any Matters of Im- 
riſing tance, he ſate in the Tribune's Seat between both 


e Conſuls: And the Power of granting Paſſes, for 
— — Senate us d to be apply d to, he aſſum'd 
i — n 3 , 


bler 


il and 
rden 
| ſeve- 
ſolete, 
ſts by 
n his 
quake 
all an 


mb) 


— — 


riod 


23. He 


| 14 Ya 9n*, ty 
it Brcauſe theſe. wore Foreigners, © and thay” were not 
ought worthy to mix with the Romans in Religious 
ef... ba ad 11 a . 
U The Law mention'd above. | 
Wien the Father had nam'd no Guardian, and there 
i 10 near Relation to take the Charge, the Pretor and 
% appointed one; "This Power Claudius now transferr'd 
the Conſuls, W Wo 0 
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Senator ian Dignity, he depriv'd alſo of the Equeſti 


he wou'd make no Man a Senator, who was not ü 
Great Grand-Son of a Roman Citizen, he gave t 


of Freemen into the Senate; not conſidering th 


ſcended from them and were free-borr., were tern 


been Pretors. He beſtow'd the Triumphal On 
ter, tho' he was under Age; and imparted then 
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23. He permitted even the * Procuratores Ducenarijn 
uſe the Conſular Enſigns ; and thoſe who refus di 


Tho' at the Beginning of his Reign he had dechy, 


Habit to the Son of his Freeman; but upon Cu 
dition he ſhou'd firſt be adopted by a Reman Knigh 
Yet even thus being afraid of Cenſure, he affirm} 
that his Progenitor Appia: Cæcus introduc'd the 90 


in the Days of Appius, and for ſome Time 
not thoſe who were manumitted, but thoſe who 4 


Libertini, or Free, He appointed the College 
Queſtors, inſtead of looking to the Ways, to 

Care of the Gladiatory Shews; and removing the 
from the Charge of the Havens and the Govermme 
of Gaul, he reſtor'd to them the Management oft 
Treaſury of Saturn, which had been executed ini 
mean time by the Pretors, or by Perſons who 


ments on Silanus, who was contracted to his Dag 


Tuch a Multitude of Perſons who were come to 
jority, and with ſo much Readineſs, that there u 
a Letter extant in the Name of all the Legions, 

which they deſire he wou'd with the Command ii 
Army alſo grant the Triumphal Ornaments to the Cm 
Lieutenants, that they might not ſeek Occaſions of all 
He decreed an Ovation to A. Plautius, and met! 
as he enter'd the City, and march'd by his Side 
he went to the Capitol, and as he came back; and! 
allow d Gabinius Secundus, who — the Chua 
a Nation in Germany, to aſſume the Cognomen 

Chaucius. 24, Il 


mm 


* Call'd ſo, becauſe their Salary wa: 
Seſterces. | 1 
[| Libertinus, 
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24 The Promotion of Knights to Military Poſts 
fertled in this Method: After the Command of 
Cohort, he gave that of a Wing; and after that, 
ie Tribuneſhip of a Legion. He appointed Sti- 
ads for a Kind of imaginary Troops which he 
ſtituted, call'd Super Numerum, Supernumeraries 3 


hich conſiſted of Pertons abſent, who appear'd only 
Cnighr Wy their Names. He forbad even by a Decree of the 
firm aste, the Soldiers to enter the Senators Houſes to 
he SolfB:ke their Salutations; and put to Sale ſuch Free- 
ing Hen, who liv'd after the Manner of Roman Knights; 
e ie ad reduc'd into Servitude again, ſuch as were * un- 
who & 


rateful and of whom their Patrons complain'd ; re- 
tern ing to give Sentence againſt them who had en- 
anchis'd them, when their Advocates apply'd for 
; Some having ſent their Slaves, when they were 
k to the Iſland of + Æſculapius, not caring to be at 
me Trouble of providing them with a Cure, he pro- 


t ot unc 'd the Slaves to be free, and that they ſhou'd 
d ini r return to their Maſters Service if they recover'd; 
yho ed if any one choſe to deſtroy them rather than ſend 
oa em thither, he declar'd him guilry of Murder. He 


lig'd Travellers not to paſs thro' the Towns of 
ah, unleſs on x Foot, or in a Chair, or in a Litter; 
l plac'd ſeveral Cohorts at Puzeoli and Oftia, to be 
hand in Caſe of Fires. He forbad Foreigners to 
le Roman Names, except they were alſo proper to 


4% cir own Country. Such as illegally aflum'd the 
ConſulWiberty of the City, he beheaded in the Campus E. 
F. The Provinces of 4chaia and Macedonia, 
met | which 
Side 5 

and! 

c Cu * 4 Freedman was term'd Ingratus, when he refund 
wh acknowledge or reſpect hu Patron or Maſter who had 


ven him his Freedom, or to do @ Service ro him oy to 
2 There were Laws among the Romans againſt 
Crime. 

d the Iand of St. Bartholomew. 


Id prevent their hurting the Road; by heavy Carria- 
„ aud by Horſey, OSS. 
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which Tiberizs had taken under his own Care, 
gave back to the Senate. He depriv'd the Lycian, 


their Freedom, for their irreconciliable Diſcord; 1 
mong themſelves; and reſtor'd theirs to the R] 
upon their repeating of their former Crimes. TW. 
Nians, as Founders of the Roman Nation, he exempil .; 
from Tribute for ever; reciting an old Gr Len... 
from the Senate and People of Rome, in which te: 
aſlur'd King Seleucus of their Friendſhip and Alling 
if he wou'd releafe the ans, their Kindred, from: o | 
Burdens and Impoſts. He expell'd the * Jem fn 
Rome, who were continually making Inſurrectiom iin: 
the Inſtigation of F CHRESTUS He permitted poi 
german Ambaſſadors to fit in the O-cheſtra, bei, 
mov'd to it by the Frankneſs and Reſolution vr 
they expreſs'd, when being plac'd in the Theatre WM. 
mong the common i'eople, and obſerving the Part bjed 
an and Armenian Envoys fate among the Senators, thi, 
remov'd to the Orcheſtra of their own accord, de ele 
ring they were not at all inferior to the others, of; 
ther in Valour or Dignity. The Religion of er 
Druids among the Gauls, which was extravagant]: 
|| barbarous, and which Auguſtus had only forbid in 
to the Roman Citizens, he entirely aboliſh d. On tl: tc 
contrary, he endeavour'd to tranſlate the EleungWeto: 
Rites from Attica to Rome; and caus'd the Tem. 
of Venus Erycina in Sicily, which was fallen to Rug. %, 
by Time, to be repair'd out of the Roman Trealui cor 
He made Leagues with foreign Kings in the lar 
lay ing a Sow and uſing the antient Form of Dei y 
ration by the F:ciales, But theſe and other Thi 
| Agr 
J 8 dd in 
a7 Ter. it 
* The Romans commonly. confounded the Jews n his 
Chriſtians together. It is likely the Jews were au ne! 
Time making. a veſtleſs Oppoſition to the Chriſtians, pe t 
might be an Occaſion of ſome publick Diſturbances. 
+ So the Heathens have ſtyl d our Bleſſed Saviour, 
thro' Ignorance oy Contempt. | * 5 


|| They us'd human Sacrifices, 
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Care, H amoſt his whole Adminiſtration, proceeded. not 


ycian WM much from himſelf, as from the Directions of his 
(cords Wives and his Freedmen ; for he was generally ſuch 
Rhodan his Conduct, as it was their :Intereſt or Pleaſure 
'S. M hou'd be. F nd - efranIt ee be 

vempi e. He was twice contracted in his Youth: to 
Le Lepida, the Great Grand-Daughter of Auguſtus, 


ich te to Livia Medullina, who had alſo the Cognomen of 


II , from the antient Line of Camillus the Dicta- 
from . He divorc'd the former while ſhe was a Virgin, 
w: flo ezuſe her Parents had offended Auguſtus; and he 
tion Wt the other by a Fit of Sickneſs on the very Day 
cred pointed for their Nuptials. He afterwards mar- 
„ bei 7/7 Urgulanila, whoſe Father had triumph'd; 


n whit 
1eatre 
e Parti 
DIS, tae 
„de 
1ers, 0 


| then Ælea Petina, the Daughter of a Confular 
an: He divorc d them both; Pet ina for ſome light 
bjections, and Urgulanilla for the Scandal of her 
baucheries, and the Suſpicion of Murder. After 
eſe he marry'd Valeria Meſſallina, the Daughter of 
flarus Meſſalla, his Couſin- German: Among whoſe 


of Mer infamous Lewdneſles, having diſcover'd that 

ag: was marry d to Silius, he gave her back her Dow- 

r6100 in the Preſence of the Soothſayers, and then put 
On 88S: to Death; and declar'd in an Oration to the 

1 etorian Guards, That ſince his Marriages had prov'd 
em 


mbappy, he wou d live ſingle, and if he did not conti- 
eſo, he wou d freely give them Leave to tab him. Vet 
cou d not refrain, but immediately treated about 
larriage, even with Petinn, whom he had di vorc'd, 
1 wich Lollia Paulina, who had been the Wife of 
ais; Ceſar. But being inſnar'd by the ſubtle Trains 
Agrippina, the Daughter of his Brother Germanicus, 
dinflam d with Love of her by the frequent Oppor- 
ities of Kifling and Dalliance, which the Privilege 
his near Relation furniſh'd him with, he ſuborn d 
me Body at the next Meeting of the Senate, to pro- 
Ne that he ſhou'd be oblig'd to marry her, as if it 
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were a Thing for the utmoſt Advantage to the dtn 
and that + others ſhou'd be allow'd to make fc 
Marriages, as had till that Time been accounted j 
ceſtuous. Upon this, without loſing a Day, he « 
lebrated the Nuptials ; but none appear'd to folly 
the Example, except a certain Freeman and a by. 
pilaris, at the Ceremony of whoſe Marriage he 
preſent himſelf with Arippina. 

26. He had Children by three Wives; Druſu 
Claudia by Urgulanilla, Antonia by Pet ina, and by uiſ 
lina Octavia, and his Son whom he firſt nam' de 
manicus, and afterwards Britanicus. He loſt Dj 
while a Minor at Pompeii; for toſſing up a Pen} 
Play, and catching it in his Mouth, it fell in un 
his Throat and choak'd him: A few Days bei 
which, he was contracted to Sejanzss Daughter; u 
therefore I wonder any ſhou'd report that he d 
by the Treachery of Sejanns. A Fancy taking Hen 
that Claudia was begotten by his Freedman By 
tho' ſhe was born five Months before Urgulanills 
divorc'd, and he had began to breed her up, he ca 
manded her to be turn'd out naked, and expos( 
her Mother's Door. Antonia he gave to Cn. Pi 
Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, two Nob 
Youths; and OcFavia to Nero his Son- in-Law, tit 
ſhe was contracted to Silanus. Britannicus, who 
born the twentieth Day of his Reign, and in bist 
cond Conſulate, while he was yet a little Child 
us'd to hold in his Arms when he harango 
the Soldiers, and to dandle him in his Lap betof 
the People at the Shews, or have him ſtanding ati 
Knees ; and was always praiſing him, and expreliu 
good Wiſhes for him amid the Acclamations of ti 
Multitude. Of his Sons-in-Law, he adopted) 
and not only rejected Pompey and Silanus, but il 
put them to Death. 
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+ To give the better Countenance to bis own Provid 
by thas of others, 
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Towing them any Defence; as alſo Cn. Pompey his 
eſt Daughter's Husband, and L.Silanus, —— — 58 
tracted to his younger. Of theſe Pompey was ſtabhe 
in the Embraces of a beloved Catamite, and S7lan 
was forc d to lay down the Pretorſhip before the yi 
of the Kalends of January, and was murder d at the} 
ginning of the Year, on the very Day of the Nuptia 
of Claudius and Agrippina. He gave Sentence again 
five and thirty Senators, and above three hundre 
Roman Knights, ſo readily, that a Centurion wh 
brought him Word of the Execution of a Confuly 
Man, faying, What he bad order d was done; he deny 
he had given any Orders, But however, he ſaid, k 
approv'd the Thing, only becauſe his Freedmen aflur{ 
him, the Soldiers had done their Duty in running 
out to revenge their Emperor of theirt!own accor 
Bur it is almoſt beyond Belief, that at the Marriag 
which Meſſallina celebrated with Sil;us her Adulterer 
he himſelf ſhou'd ſign: an Inſtrument for her Dos 
ry; yer he was induc'd to do: it, from an Imagin 
tion that. the. whole Affair was only a Device to 
vert from himſelf, and transfer upon another, eli 
moe with which ſome: Portents liad threaten! 
im. Je: Suni yer; 224. GN 
29. He wanted not à Majeſty and Dignity in i 
Perſon, either when! he ſtood or: ſate, but eſpecu 
when he ſlept; For he was tall, and yet not flende 
and his Complexion was clear; his Hair fair, and li 
Neck ſtrong-· ſet and lange: But his K nees welt 
weak, and fail'd him as he walk'd; and he had 
ral ungraceful Circumſtances of: Behaviour, bolt 
when he was merry or ſerious. He had an unhm 
ſome Laugh, and made a very loathſome Spectic 
when he was in a Paſſion; for then he drivelldal 
the Mouth, and his Noſe always ran. _— 
A at tamm 


253 
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* As if the Senators and Knights whom the Sur 
had put to Death, were ingag d in a-Difign to kill 
Emperor. F ue es F a 
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ing alſo-in his Speech, and a continual 
mu of his Head, if he engag'd in the leaſt 


. his State of Healch before he came to 


11s eld 
as con 


ſtabh' 


Slang 30. 0 of ra 
the be Emperor was bad, ſo afrerwards it was very 
the he ſound, and he was ſeldom ill; except with a Pain 
uptialMY in bis Stomach, being taken with a Fir of which, he 


began to think of putting an End to his Life. 


_ 31. He gave large and frequent Entertainments, 
n wid end generally in very ſpacious Places, ſo that he had 
onſul {ix Hundred at Table at once. As he was feaſting 


once juſt by the Drain of the Fucine Lake, he had like 
to have been drown'd by the Water's breaking in 
impetuouſly on a ſudden At every Banquet he had 
his Children preſent, with Boys and Girls of Quali- 
ty, who, after the antient manner, were ſerv'd 3t the 
arri lower End. Suſpecting that one of the Gueſts had 
Aten fiolen a Golden Cup the Day before, he invited hir 
Don eo come again the next Day, and caus'd him to be 
naginWſerv'd in an Earthen Mug. Tis ſaid, he was thinking 
e to ilſo to make an Order, That every one might. have the 
. Liberty of Belching and breaking Wind at Table, becauſe 
eaten be was infor m'd a certain Gueſt had curb'd himſelf fo 
i bong out of Modeſty, that it endanger d his Life. 

in fi 32. He eat and drank very greedily at any Hour 
and in any Place. As he was hearing Cauſes once in 
Auguſtus's Frum, he was ſtruck with the Smell of the 
and h Binquet which was preparing for the“ Salli in the 


deny 
ſaid, hy 
aflur 
unning 
accon 


g ve Temple of Mars juſt by, and leaving the Bench, went 
den hicher directly and took his Place among them. He 
boi eldom roſe from Table, but full-gorg'd and running 
nhandgorer ; and laying himſelf down at Length, and 
ect ozing with his Mouth open, they thruſt a Feather 

* "0 his Throat, to make him diſcharge his Stomach. 


His Sleeps were very ſhort ; for he generally wak'd 
me ctore Midnight, and therefore he wou'd ſometimes 
al aſleep in the Day as he ſate in Court, ſo that the 

Advo- 


— 


An Order of Prieſts belonging to Mars. 
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Advocates cou'd ſcarcely rouze him, tho' they ragt 
their Voices on purpoſe. He was libidinous toward; 
Women, bur never concern'd himſelf with Males 
He gam'd at the Dye extremely, and even publiſh'; 
a Book upon the Art; and us'd to play as he rode 
along, his Chariot being contriv'd with proper Con 
veniences for the Game. | Si 
33. It appear'd by ſeveral Things, as well prex 

as ſmall, that he was of a cruel and bloody Temper, 
He caus'd Perſons to be examin'd by Torture, and 
[| Parricides to be puniſh'd before his Face. Having 
a 7 Mind when he was at T:bur to ſee an Example 
of the Puniſhment afrer the + antient Manner, ſome 
Criminals were mark'd out for it, and the Execu. 
tioner not being at hand, he ſent for one from the 
Citys and waited to fee it till the Evening. At any 
Combat of Gladiators, whether exhibited by him. 
{ſelf or another, he always caus'd the Champion 
who were vanquiſh'd, to be ſtrangled, eſpecially the 
Retiarii, that he might view their Countenances u 
they expir'd. A certain Pair killing each other og 
the Spot, he commanded ſome ſmall Knives to be 
immediately made for his own Uſe of their Weapons 
He was ſo wonderfully delighted with the“ Bein 
and the Meridian Combatants, that he 2 
thoſe 


|| They were ſew'd up in a Sack, and thrown int il 
Sea. | 

+ To.be ſtripp'd naked and put into a Pillory, and [i 
whipp d to Death. | 

* Two Sorts of Gladiators fought ſucceſſively on the Ti 
atre in one Day. The firſt were call'd Beſtiarii ; th 
fought in the Morning, and were furniſh'd with Arms: B 
2 he others, who were term d the Meridian Combatants/# 
cauſe they fought at Noon, were naked and defenceleſs, i 
if they eſcap'd then, were reſery'd to be deſtroy d aniii 
Day. See Seneca, Epiſt. 7. Theſe were the laſt Gladiatn 
that appear d for that Day. To this inhuman Cuſtom it 
Text 1 Cor. 4. 9. alludes, 
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thoſe Shews at Break of Day, and when the Peo- 
le went away to Dinner, fate there all the Time; 
and beſide the appointed Champions, he wou'd up- 
on any trifling and ſudden Occaſion, force an ſome 
of the VV orkmen and their Servants, if any Part of 
he Machinery in the Theatre happen'd not to anſwer. 
e alſo turn'd on one of his Nomenclators,as he was 
in his Gown. 
14. His prevailing Paſſions were Fear and Diffi- 
lence, At the Beginning of his Reign, tho' as we 
1d, he affected to ſeem free and eaſy in his Beha- 
iovr, yet he wou'd not venture to be at an Enter- 
unment, unleſs he had a Guard of Lances ſtanding 
ound him, and was waited on by Soldiers inſtead 
ff the Servants ; nor did he viſit any ſick Perſon, un- 
eſs the Chamber was firſt ſearch'd, and the Bedding 
nd Cloaths ; and ever afrecwards he had Officers to 
arch thoſe who came to make their Salutations to 
m, in the ſtricteſt Manner, without Diſtinction. 
Ind it was after a long Time and with great Diffi- 
uit; that he was prevail'd on to excuſe Women, 
nd noble Boys and Girls from being roughly hand- 
d by them, and not to take their Styles from any 
ttendent or Scribe that approach'd him. When 
he Civil Commotions were on foot, + Camilius not 
weſtioning but he ſhou'd ſcare him even more than 
e War it ſelf, ſent him a thundring Letter full of 
ontumely and Threats, commanding him to aban- 
on the Empire, and betake himſelf to the Obſcuri- 
of a private Life: Upon which he call'd a Coun- 
| of his chief Men to conſider whether he ſhou'd 
dt obey it. | 
35. He was ſo terrify'd at ſome Conſpiracies, 
bich upon very flight Grounds were reported to 
form'd againſt him, that he was going to la 
In the Empire. A certain Man being taken with 
ms, near his Perſon as he was ſacrificing, he im- 
Q 2 mediately 
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See Page 318. 
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mediately ſummon d the Senate together by. thy 
Criers, and with Tears and mighty Exclamation 
Jamented his Condition, that he was always in Dan 

er; and for a long Time after he forbore to appear 
in Publick. He withdrew: his paſſionate AﬀeRio 
to Meſſalina not ſo much from a Reſentment of thy 
Indignities and Abuſes ſhe offer'd him, as from a Fe; 
that ſhe deſign'd to make her Adulterer Siliu, Em 
peror ; at which Time he fled in a ſhameful Manne 


to the Camp, ſtill enquiring all the Way as he flec 15 
Whether the Empire were his ſtill or not? , | 
36. There was no Suſpicion ſo trifling, tho' i 115 
roceeded from ever ſo inconſiderable a Hand, ba 
it immediately, upon the ſmalleſt Intimation, pu * 
him in an Alarm, and puſh'd him on to any extra 
gant Revenge One who had a Suit before hin * 
taking him aſide as he was making his Salutatior = 
aſſur'd him he had ſeen him ſtabb'd by a certain Ped auy 
ſon in his Sleep; and preſently, as if he had diſce — 
ver'd the Murderer, he pointed to his Antagoniſſif 5h, 
who was coming up to offer him a Petition: Up 1 
which he was hal'd away at once to Execution, as - 
he had been convicted. Appius Silanus is ſaid t = 
have periſh'd in the ſame Manner: For Ii gil... 
Narciſſus having agreed to deſtroy him, the Think... h 
was thus concerted ; Narciſſus ruik'd into Claud aber 
Chamber before Day, like a Man out of his Wit oe 
and ſaid he dream'd Appius aſſaulted him; and AH bort 
lina pretending to be aſtoniſh'd, reply'd ſhe | bh 
dream'd the ſame herſelf a Night or two befor Ment, 
Juſt at this Criſis, Word was brought that Ai 
who had a Meſſage purpoſely ſent him the precee BY 
ing Day, to attend at ſuch an Hour, was entring i 
Room, which put the Truth of the Viſion out of N 
Doubt, and he was immediately order'd to be ſei: - . 
and put to Death. And the next Day he gave gtneca 


punctual Account of the Affair to the Senate, 
8 retur 


* See Page 3337 
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urn'd Thanks to his |] Freedman, that even in 
is Sleep he was waking for his Safety. | 

1. Being conſcious to himſelf of his own N Paſ- 
fn and Refentment, he excus'd it in an Edict, and 
dms d that hi Paſſion ſhou'd be ſhort and harmleſs, 
ab bis Reſentment newer without juſt Occafion. The In- 
whitants of Oftia not ſending out Barges to meet 
lim as he went upon the Tiber, he reprimanded 
them ſeverely, and reproach'd them, that they us d 
In lite a'private Man, and on a ſudden he forgave 
tem, without any Satisfaction. Some Perſons ad- 
lleſſing themſelves to him at an improper Time in 
Publick, he put them back with his Hand. One 
of the Scribes belonging to the Queſtor, and a-Sena= 
vr who had held the Pretorſhip, he baniſh'd with- 
vu giving them a Hearing, tho they were Innocent; 
kecauſe the firſt had treated him rudely while he 
wa Private Man; and the other, becauſe when he 
vis Edile he had fin'd his Tenants for ſelling Meats 
wohibited by the Law, and had ſcourg'd a Steward 
#ho interpos'd in their Behalf, For the ſame Rea- 
on he alſo depriv'd the /Ediles of their Power of re- 
training the Victualing-Houſes. Nor did he for- 
tar to take Notice of his own Folly ; for he 
eclar'd in ſome ſilly Orations which he publiſh'd, 
that he diſſembled it under Caius, becauſe he had no 
Ther Way to ſecure himſelf, and arrive at the, Em- 
pre, But this found very little Credit; for in a 
hort Time a Book came our, entitled“ Mago d 
ang; the Subject of which was, that u0 Fool ever 
liſ:mbled Folly, 


_þ} 38. Among 


— 


nne 


Narciſſus. 
Ira & Iracundia, which are thus diſtinguiſh d by 


ieneca : The firſt is @ tranſient Fit of Anger, the other a 
jurled Habit Ill. Nature and Spleen. 


The Reſurrection of Fools. This Book being plain- 
Vi Satire upon Claudius, was deſign'd to prove his Folly 
Mi real and not diſſembled, as he affected to give out. 
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38. Among other Things which were furpric | 
in him, were his Forgetfulneſs and „ by 
or as the Greeks call it, his e Y aCacnia. Not 7: 
long after he had put Malina to Death, when he 1,7 
was at Table, he enquir'd Why the Empreſi did au pub 
come in; and ſeveral Perſons whom he had executed d: 
he uy'd to invite to dine and play at Dice with him 1 
the next Day, and to ſend a Meſſenger to rally them ,, ;: 
for Sluggards, becauſe they did not immediately y:s 
appear. yg to declare 4grippina his Wife con ca: 
trary to Law, he always ſty1'd her in his Orations aus 
* His Daughter and Fifter-Child, born and educated in Thi 
Boſom: And when he was to adopt Nero into his Ez ute 
mily, as if it were no Shzme for him to adopt a Son beit 
in-Law when his own Son was now of Age, here. u 
peatedly declar'd, + That no one had ever been implanted 4 
into the Claudian Family by Adiption. by 
39. He often ſhew'd alſo ſuch a perfeQ Negligene yci 
of his Words and Actions, that he ſeem'd neither i nun 
know, nor conſider to whom, in what Company, o vit. 
at what Time, or in what Place he was ſpeaking tim 
When a Cauſe concerning the Butchers and Wine ing 
Sellers was depending, he cry'd out in the Court fon, 
Who, 1 beſeech you, can live without a reliſbing Bit and lou; 
Glaſs? and preſently nam'd a Multitude of Tavern cou 
where he himſelf us'd formerly to have his Wine the 
A certain Perſon ſtanding for the Queſtorſhip, ha wc 
gave this as one Realon of his voting in his Favour and 
That his Father had help'd him to u Draught of c mac 
Water, when he very much wanted it in a Fit of lin the 
And bringing a Woman into the Senate for an EW abr 
dence, This Woman, ſays he, was Freed-Woman ai the 
| Robe be 0 
vit 
5 Mo 
npppich ſbew d his S:upidity, that at the ſame time a 
be was going to make her hu Wife, he publickly fuld __ 
by thoſe Relations which made it inceſtuous for him to have ; 
Her. | 
' + As the Thing had not been done before, there wii | U 
Occafun for it now, ſince hs had a Son living. Wor 
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wbe-Keeper to my Mother, but ſhe. always look'd upon me 


„ ber Maſter. I mention this, becauſe there are at this 


Time ſome in my own Family, who don't think me to be their 
fer. The People of Oſtia ſuing to him for ſome 
Publick Favour as he fate on the Bench, he flew in- 
to a Paſſion, crying out, He had no mann-r of Reaſon 
1 oblige them; and that if any Man were at Liberty.to do 
1 he pleas'd, himſelf was certainly the Perſon. And it 
was a daily Saying of his, perpetually in his Mouth 
on 211 Occaſions, What d'ye take me to be Telegen- 
nius, and a mere Babbler? There were ſeveral other 
Things alſo, which were ridiculous even 1n a pri- 
nate Man, and much more in a Prince, who wanted 
neither Eloquence nor Learning, and who employ'd 
World of Labour in the Liberal Arts. 

42. In his Youth, at the Inſtigat ion of T. Livy, and 
by the Aſſiſtance of Sulpicius Havus, he undertook to 
write a Hiſtory. At the firſt Rehearſal of it in a 
numerous Audience, he cou'd ſcarcely go thro” 
with it, for the frequent Interruptions of which he 
himſelf was the Occaſion. For ſome Benches break- 
ng down by the Weight of a certain corpulent Per- 
ſon, at the Beginning of the Recital, there aroſe a 
loud Laugh; and when the Tumult was over, he 
cou'd not forbear, by reviving the Remembrance of 
the Accident, to ſet them a laughing again. He 
wrote ſeveral Things alſo when he- was Emperor, 
ind always had them rehears'd, for which Service he 
made Uſe of a f Reader. He began his Hiſtory from 
the Death of Cæſar the Dictator, and then making an 
abrupt Tranſition to later Times, began it afreſh 2 
the Concluſion of the Civil Wars; becauſe he found 
he cou d not be allow d to ſpeak of the former Times 
with Freedom or Truth, for his Mother and Grand- 
Mother us d often to reprimand and check him. Of 
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the firſt Part he left two Volumes, and one and for. M'" 
ty of the other. He alſo compos'd eight Volumes 
concerning his own Life, which were rather imper- 
tinently written than inelegantly ; and drew up x 
learned Defence of Cicero againſt 7 Aſini us Galt. He 
invented three Letters, and added them to the reſt 
of the Alphabet as highly neceſſary; and having 
publiſh'd a Treatiſe concerning the Reaſon of them 
when he was a private Man, he eaſily obtain'd to 
have them us'd promiſcuouſly after he was a Prince: 
And they are to be found in ſeveral Books and di. 
urnal Regiſtries, | 

41. Nor did he proſecute the Grecian Studies with 
teſs Care, upon every Occaſion expreſſing his Af. 
kection for the Language and praiſing it. A certain 
Barbarian making a Diſcourſe in Greck and Latin, 
Since you are kill d, fays he, ſpeaking to him again, 
in both our Tongues, &c. And in recommending Achais 
to the Senators, That Province, he told them, was en- 
dear d to him by the mutual Intercourſe of Studies. And 
he often anſwer'd Ambaſſadors in the Senate for 1 
long Time together in Greek, and wou'd repeat a 
Multitude of Verſes out of Hemer from the Bench, 
As often as he reveng'd himſelf upon an Enemy, or 
one taken in Ambuſh, when the || Officer came to 
him according to Cuſtom for the Signal, he ſeldom 
gave any other than 


tracy 
of Mz 
was fi 
Rome 
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Revenge is juſt when you are firſt provok'd. or by 

He Halots 
* — ſeiſtin 


that 1 


bn — 


+ He wrote a Compariſon of his Father Pollio the Ora. 


tor, with. Cicero, in which he preferr'd his Father. 

* Inſidiator. The Mord may ſigniſie, either an Aſaſſut F 
lying in wait to ſet upon the Emperor, or an Enemy lying 11 
in Ambuſcade the fr 

Excubitor Tribunus, The Tribune who command . - 
the Watch in the Camp, or the Centinels plac'd about tit my 
Emperor's Palaces | | 


or. in; in twenty Volumes, and another of the Carthagi- 
nes n in eight; for which he added a new * Muſeum 
er: do the old one at Alexandria in his own Name; and 
P 2 WF.:2:in'd that in the one his Hiſtory of the Tyrrheni- 
mw, and in the other that of the Carthaginians ſhou'd 
reſt Ne incicely rehears'd by turns upon ſtated Days, as 
ing before an Auditory. 

nm . Toward the Cloſe of his Life, he gave ſeveral 
to ad nor obſcure Signs of his repenting his Marriage 
ce: With Agrippina, and his Adoption of Nero. For ſome 
Ute of his Freed-Men ſpeaking of the Judgment he gave 
the Day before upon a Woman guilty of Adultery, 


— nd commending it, he anſwer'd warmly, That ir 
55 bad been hu Deſtiny to fall into unchaſte Marriages, but 


0 ler them go unreveng d. And meeting Brit annicus 
n, be embrac d him cloſely, and bid him grow apace, and 
"1", e wu d lay before him an f Acconnt of his Actions; add- 
ing in Gre. E, O Le A emeijanty Twas tt Love con- 
tad me. And he deſign'd to give him the Gown 
of Manhood in his tender Years, becauſe his Stature 
vis full grown, That at leygrh, he ſaid, the People of 
Rome ma) have a true Cæſar. 

43. Nor long after, he wrote his Teſtament, and 
ud it ſign'd by all che Magiſtrates. But before he 
cou'd take ſome other Steps which he intended, he was 
prevented by Agrippina, whom her own Conſcience: 
condemn'd, and beſide theſe Circumftances, repeated 
Informations accus'd. of a Multitude of Crimes. It 
pears that he was deſtroy'd by Poyſon; but when; 
vr by whom it was adminiſter d, is uncertain. Some ſay, 
He Bi Holt the Eunuc h, his Taſtes, gave.it him as he was 
— (beating in the Temple with the. Prieſts; and others, 
ut it was given him at his own Table by Agrippina, 


Qs 


A collige endow'd for a Number of Learned Auen. 
f In order ro windicate himſelf, and make it appear 
„% vral Inſtances of Male- Adminiſtration were owing 38 
d. f 2 
1 me about him, | * | 
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lle alſo wrote in Greek the Hiſtory of the Tyrrheni- 
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who knowing hun to bean extravagantLover of Muſh 
romes, offer d h. on v-/ich was poyfon'd. The Man 
ner of it's Operation iH variouſly reported. Some 
ſay, he was taken ſpeechlets as ſoon as he had ſwal 
low'd it, and having lain in Agonies all Night, ex4 
pir'd at Morning: Others, that he fell into a Dorzing 
at firſt, and his Meat riſing in his Stomach, he threy 
all up, and that then they repeated the Medicine 
but tis doubtful whether in a Broth, as if to ſtrength 
en him after his Vomiting, or in a Clyſter, under: 
Notion of eaſing his Stomach, which was overcharged 

44. His Death was conceal'd till all Things were 
regulated concerning his Succeſſor, Therefore Vow 
were made for him as if he ſtill lay ill, and Comedi 
ans were brought into the Palace under a Pretence of 
his asking for them to divert him. He dy'd on the 
third of the Ides of October, Aſinins Marcellus and A 
lius Aviola being Conſuls, in the ſixty- fourth Year of 
his Age and the fourteenth of his Reign. His Funeral 
were perform'd with the Princely Solemniries, and 
he was conſecrated among the Gods. This Honou 
was afterwards revers'd and aboliſh'd by Nero, and 
again renew'd by Veſpaſian. 

45. The chief Preſages of his Death were, the Ap 
pearance of a blazing Star call'd a Comet; the ſtrik 
ing of the Monument of his Father Druſus by: Light 
ning; and that in the ſame Year ſeveral dy'd out ol 
every Order of the Magiſtrates. And he himſel 
ſeem'd by many Things, neither to be ignorant that 
his End was approaching, nor to diſſemble it. Fo 
when he appointed the Conſuls, he appointed neithet 
of them for longer than the Month in which he dyd 
And the laſt time he was in the Senate, he earneſt 
exhorted his Sons to Concord, and recommendec 
them very tenderly to the Houſe. And the laſt time 
he fate in Judgment, he declar'd again and again, tho 
all who heard it abhorr'd the F Omen, He was arriv 
at the End of Mortality. | 1 1 
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Nero Claudius Cæſar. 


ROM the Domitian Houſe aroſe two 
celebrated Families, the Line of the 
Calvini and of the Anobarbi, The 
Founder of the laſt, and from whom 
it alſo receiv'd its Cognomen, was 
T. Domitius; to whom, as he was Te» 
turning from the Country, two Youths of a very 
noble Aſpe& are ſaid to have appear'd and com- 
narided him to acquaint the Senate and People with 
ie Victory, which was not as yet certainly known; 
ad as a Proof of their Dignity, they ſtrok'd his 
Face, and chang'd the Hair of it from a dark to a 
muddy Colour, like that of Copper. This Mark 
tntinu'd in his Poſterity, many of whom had yel- 
by Beards. They enjoy d 'feven Conſulates, two 
Triumphs, and two Cenſorſhips; and being earoN'd 
imong the Patricians, had all of them the ſame Cog- 
umen in Common: Nor did they take any other 
\ IA) —_ 


* Caſtor aud Pollux. 


— —— 


348 The LIFE of 


Prænomina beſides thoſe of Cneius and Lutiut, which 
they ſſum'd with great Variety, retaining each „ 
ſometimes thro' three Generations, and ſometimes 
changing them alternately :- For the firſt, the lecond 
and the third of the Æuobarbi we find were Luci, 
and the three next Cneii, and the others were call 
Lucii and Cn ii by turns. It will be proper, I be. 
lieve, to give a brief Hiſtory of ſome of the Fami. 
Iy, that it may the more eaſily appear N:ro fo dege. 
nerated from the Virtues of his' Anceſtors, that all 
the Vices of each one ſeem'd to be united in him, 
2. To take my Riſe pretty early. His Great- 
Grandfarher's Grandfather, Cn. Domitius, when he 
was Tribune, being enrag'd at the Prieſts for chuſing 
another and not himſelf in his Father's Room, causd 
the Right of * Electing to be transferr'd from the 


Colleges of the Prieſts to the People. And in his 3 
Conſulſhip, having conquer'd the Alobroges and the WM to 
Averni, he was carry'd thro' the Province on an Ele. Lai 
Phant, a Throng of Soldiers following him 286 a ces 
the Solemnity of a Triumph. It was of this Man c:/ 
that Licinius Craſſus the Orator ſaid, I is no Wonder WM thei 
that he who had an ſ Iron Mouth and a Leaden Heart, ed 
foou'd hade a Beard of Braſs. His Son being || Pretor, WM oft 
ſummon'd C. Ceſar, at the Expiration of his Conſul- WF mi. 
 Thip, which he was thought to have ſuſtain'd contri NM. 
ry to the Auſpices and the Laws, to an Examination ord 
before the Senate. When he was made Conſul, he WM by i 
attempted to recall Ceſar from his Command of the Wl try 
Armies in Gaul; and being nominated by the other WM Civ 
-| Faction Wl . 
_ 
* , | vert 
* Upon the Death of any in the Colleges or Societies of tht 
Prieſts, of which there were ſeveral among the Romans Wl __ 
they usd to chuſe another in his Stead from the People, u 
as we now ſpeak, the Laity. | | — 
t The Meaning of this Sarcaſm is, that he was wi} in. n 
fudent and aull, _ 8 _ 


|] See Page 20, 
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＋Fadion for his, Sueceſſor, he was taken at Corf- 
vum at the Beginning of the Civil War. Being dif. 
charged, he went to Marſeill:sy, which was cloſe. 
prely'd in a Siege, and animated them by his Pre- 
ſence ; and preſently after, deſerting to the other 
fide again, be was kill'd in the Battel of Pharſatia. 
He was an inconſtant Man and of a cruel Temper. 
jn the deſperate Condition of his Affairs he ſo dread- 
ed the Death he had endeavour'd to procure, that 
having drank Poyſon, he immediately repented and' 
threw it up, and made his Phyſician free, becauſe 
he had prepar'd it with ſuch Prudence and Skill as 
to do him little Harm. And when Pompey was deli- 
berating concerning thoſe who ſtood entirely Neu- 
ter, he alone declar'd they ought to be deem'd as 
Enemies, 

3. He left a Son who was certainly to be prefer'd 
to all the Family. Being condemn'd by the + Pedian 
Law, tho' he was innocent, among the Accompli- 
ces of Cæſar Murder, he went over to Brutus and 
Caſivs, who were his near Relations; and after both 
their Dearhs held the Command of the Fleet intruſt- 
zart, ed to him a long Time. and increas'd the Number 
tor, of the Ships: Nor did he reſign it till his Party was 
ſul- WY ruin'd in all Parts, and then lie ſurrender'd it to 
tra BN Aut hony, which was eſteem'd as a Piece of extra- 
tion WW ordinary Merit. Of all thoſe who were condemn'd 
, be by the ſame Law: he alone was reſtor'd to his Coun- 
the WW try and ran thro' the higheſt Honours. And when the 
ther Civil Difſentions were reviv'd; being Lieutenant to 
on i 4rtbory, and by reaſon of a ſudden FIndifpoſition; 
neither daring to accept, nor boldly refuſe the So- 


" WH itrcign Command which was offer'd him by thoſe 
* | who 
ans, 5 | ; e 
, ir 2 5 


-- Pompey's Party, who were Enemies to Cæſar. 


ol t Made by Q. Pedius, rhe Conſul. He was C. heir 
1% Avguſtus in Julius Czſar's Mil. See p. 82. 
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who were * aſham'd of Clcopatra, he went over to 
Auguſtus, and dy'd in a few Days, not without ſome 
Aſperſions caſt upon his Reputation. For Anthony 
gave out, that he deſerted him our of Love to his 
Miſtreſs Servilia Nais. | 

4+ This was the Father of Domit ius, who was after. 
wards commonly known to be the + Purchaſer of the 
Inheritance in Auguſtuss Teſtament. He was no lel; 
fam'd in his Youth for the Art of driving a Chariot, 
than afterwards for the Triumphal Ornaments which 
he obtain'd in the German War. But being arrogant, 
profuſe, and ſavage, when he was only Edile he 
oblig'd the X Cenſor, L. Plancus, to give him the 
Way; and when he was Pretor and Conſul, he 
brought Roman Knights and Matrons upon the Stage 
to play the 7 Miu; and gave Huntings of Wild 
Beaſts, both in the j| Circus and in all the Quarters 
of the City. He alſo exhibited a Gladiatory Com- 
bat; but with o much Cruelty, that Auguſtus having 
to no purpoſe reprov'd him privately, found it ne- 
ceſſary to reſtrain him by an Edict. 


5. by 


* The Roman Troops which were with Anthony is 
Egypt, were ſo provek'd at his effeminate and di ſbonour- 
able Manner of living with Cleopatra, that they wou'd 
have left him, if they cou d have found 8s proper Perſon 10 
make their General. | | 

+ It was a Form with the Romans, in diſpoſing of a1 
Eſtate by Will, for ſome Perſon to make an imaginary Pur 
chaſe of the Eſtate before Witneſſes ; by which the Tiſtatir 
ſeem'd to transfer the Right of it from himſelf to thoſe 
whom he appointed his Heirs, as upon a valuable Conſid:- 
ration. The Purchaſer; "tis likely, was underſtood to re- 
W 

X The Cenſor was a ſuperior Officer to the Ædile 

* This was ſuch a Diminution of their Honour, that 
they loſt their Quality by it. See p. 23. © 

|| This was an Inſtance of his Prodigality, 85 his Cruclt) 
appears by the next, | | 


. 


Nero CLaupis CxsAR. 351 


5. By Antonia the Elder, he had Nero's Father, 
who was deteſtable in every Part of his Life. For 
xcompanying C. Ceſar, who was then a Youth, into 
the Eaſt, he murder'd his Freedman, becauſe he re- 
ſus d to drink as much as he commanded him; and 
heing for this turn'd out of the Converſation of his 
Friends, he ſtill liv'd as wild as before. For in a 
Village upon the Appian Way, he wittingly drove his 
Chariot over a Boy and kill'd him; and at Rome, he 
daſh d out the Eye of a Roman Knight, who repri- 
manded him ſomething freely, in the middle of the 
Frum. He was fo perfidious alſo, that he not only 
defrauded the Brokers of the Prices of Things 
which he — of them, but in his Pretorſhip he 
even cheated the Charioteers of the Reward of the 
Palms. But his Siſter rallying him about ir, upon 
the Complaints of the Maſters of the Factions, he 
ordain'd, that for the future the Prizes ſhou'd be 
deliver'd upon the Spot. Being convicted of Trea- 
ſon and Adulteries, and of Inceſt with his Siſter Le- 
jida, at the End of Tiberius s Reign, he efcap'd by the 
Change of the Times, and dy'd of a Dropſy at“ Pyrgi, 
leaving behind him his Son Nero, by Agr:ppina the 
Daughter of Germanicus. 

6. Nero was born at Antium nine Months after I- 
heriuꝰs Death, on the + eighteenth of the Kalends of 
January, ſo exactly at the Riſing of the Sun, that the 
Beams of it in a manner fell upon Him, before they 
touch's the Earth. A Variety of Conjectures were 
immediately made about his Nativity, and terrible 
Things foretold; and a Saying of his Father Domitius 
was alſo very ominous, who amid the Congratula- 
tions of his Friends, affirm'd, It was impoſſible any 
thing cou b» horn of him and Agrippina, but what was 
abominable and @ Publick Evil. There happen'd alſo 
an evident Token of his Future Calamities upon his 

| + Luſtra- 


S . 


* A Town of Italy, now St, Maria di Purgano, 
December the 14th 
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4 Luſtration-Day. For Ceſar being deſir'd by his 
Siſter to give the Child what Name he pleas'd, lock d 
full upon his Uncle Claudius, by whom Nero was af. 
terwards adopted, and ſaid he gave him his Name, 
He deſign'd no more in it himſelf than a Jeſt ; but 
Agrippina was extremely provok'd at it: for Claudiuy 
was then the common Ridicule of the Court. He 
loſt his Father when he was three Years old, who 
left him Heir only of a third Part: Nor did he re. 
ceive that intirely; for the Goods were ſeiz'd by his 
Coheir Caius, and his Morher ſhortly after baniſh'd; 
and being in a manner indigent and naked, he was 
brought up with his Aunt Lepiaa under two Peda. 
gogues, a Dancing-Maſter and a Barber. But when 
Claudius came to be Emperor, he not only recover'd 
his Paternal Inheritance, but had his Fortune avg. 
mented allo by the Eſtate of his Father-in-Law Criſ- 
pus Paſſienus. His Mother being recall'd from Exile, 
he bore ſuch a Sway by her Favour and Intereſt, that 
it was reported Miſallina ſent ſome to ſtrangle him 
when he was taking a Nap at Noon, as the Rival of 
her Son. Britannicus. The Story went alſo, that the 
Rufhans ran away, being frighten'd by a Dragon 
which iſſu'd out from beneath his Head. The Fable 
aroſe from a Serpent's Slough being found near his 
Pillow. Ar the Requeſt of his Mother, he wore this 
for ſome Time upon his Right Arm in a Golden 
Bracelet, and at laſt threw ir aſide in Averſion to 
her Memory; and when he was in his Extremt- 
ties, vainly ſought to recover it. 

7. While he was ſcarcely paſt the Age of a Boy, 
he conſtantly perform'd the Trojan Exesciſe, and 
with great Applaute. In his eleventh Year he was 
adopted. by Claudius, and was deliver'd for his Edu- 
cation to Annæus Seneca, who was then a Senator, 

They 
+ Upon this Day, which was the ninth from the Birth 
with Boys, aud the eighth with Girls, they nam d tht 
Child, and perform'd certain Religious Ceremonies for iti 
future Welfare. 
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They ſay, Seneca dream'd the next Night, that he 
if, s Pieceptor to * C. Ceſar ; and Nero in a ſhort 
rie fulfili'd the f Dream, diſcovering the Barbari- 


ue I of bis Temper upon all poſſible Occaſions. For 
un, e endeavour'd ro perſuade his Father that his Bro- 
He ler gritannicus was fpurious, becauſe after his A- 


ho option Britannicus had ſaluted him by the Name of 
H Enobarbus as he us d to do. He alſo ruin'd his 
his blunt Lepida, by the Evidence he gave againſt her in 
open Court, in order to gratify his || Mother, who 
&:ftroy'd her after ſhe was condemn'd. When he 
I. Wis introduc'd into the Forum, he gave a Congiary 
to the People and a Donative to the Soldiers; and 
4 MWMocdering the Pretorian Cohorts to make a Publick 
March, he bore the ; Target before them, and led 
il them himſelf, and then went and paid his 3 Ac- 

knowledgments to his Father in the Senate: And 
when his Father was Conſul, he pleaded before him 
n Latin for the People of Bononia, and for the Rho- 
of Wii: and 7/ians in Gre-k, He began his Office of 
Prefect of the City in the Latin Holidays. The 


” noſt celebrated Pleaders brought before him Cauſes 
le Not trifliog, as the Cuſtom was, and ſhort, but im- 
1's portant 
is WM — ries 
- * Caligula. 

a f Which ſignify d that Nero, to whom Seneca was 


* won d prove ſuch anot her Monſter as Caligula had 
ten. | 
1 it This being the Name Nero went by befre his A- 
prion, he was affronted at Britannicus's giving him it 
wp, becauſe it look'd like denying the Adoption. 

Agrippina hated Lepida, becauſe ſhe was of @ nobler 
y Family. Perhaps ſhe got her cond.mn'd now for her Inc«ſt 

pith her Brother, Nero's Father. Pag. 351. 

. The uſual Enſign of the Officer who headed the Pro- 
1.0 im. 

o For the Honour he had done him in letting him lead 
the Proceſſion, 

X See the Note, p. 310. 
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portant and very perplex'd, tho' this was expre 
forbidden by Claudius. Not long after he marry' 
OZavia; and ordain'd Circenſian Games and: a Hunt 
ing of Wild Beaſts, for Claudius's Health, 

8. He was now ſeventeen Years old, and as ſoon 
as Claudins's Death was made known, he went for 
to the Guards between the * ſixth and ſevenrh Hour 
not daring to do it ſooner, becauſe of the unlucky 
Omens which appear'd all the reſt of the Day, Be. 
ing ſaluted Emperor before the Steps of the Palace, 
and carry'd to the Camp in a Litter, he harangu' 
the Soldiers in a Hurry, and came back to the $ 
nate, and ſtaid there till the Evening. Of the innus 
merable Honours which were heap'd upon him, he 
oaly refus'd the Style of PAT ER PATRIA, Fathy 
of his Country, by reaſon of his Youth. 

9 He began with an Oftention of his Filial Af. 
fection, celebrating Claudius's Funerals with gien 
Solemnity, praiſing him in an Oration, and conſe. 
crating him among the Gods. He paid the highek 
Honours to the Memory of his Father Domitius and 
permitted his Mother to have the chief Adminiſta. 
tion of all Affairs Publick and Private. Thus on the 
firſt Day of his Reign, the Word he gave to the Tri 
bune of the Guard was, Optima Mater, The beſt Mot he; 
and he was afterwards frequently carry'd thro! the 
Streets with her in her Litter. He ſent forth aColonyto 
Antium,making a Draught for that Service out of Ve- 
terane Soldiers, and cauſing even the moſt wealthy 
of the Prim pilares to remove thither, where he allo 
form'd a very noble Harbour. | 

10. And to give yet a more certain Demonſtration 
of his Intentions, he declar'd, that He defign'd to gov 
according to the Model laid down by Auguſtus : Nor did 
he omit any Occaſion which was offer'd for exe. 
ciſing his Liberality, or Clemency, or Courteſy. He 
either aboliſh'd the heavier Taxes, or leſſen d and 


reduc'd 


_—_ 


— — — 


* Between 12 and 1 at Noon. 
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reduc'd the Rewards which were appointed for the 
litributed four hundred Seſterces a Man to the Peo- 


ple; and on every one of the nobleſt of the Sena- 
tors, who was in neceſſitous Circumſtances, he ſett- 


Seſterces a Year ; and to the Pretorian Cohorts he 
luch give a Quantity of Corn every Month gratis. When 
de the Warrant for executing any Criminal was brought 
lace io him to ſubſcribe it, according to Cuſtom, How 40 


He wou'd falute all the Orders by Name without a 
inn Prompter. The Senate returning him Thanks once, 
he anſwer'd, Pray do this, when I ſhall have deſerv d it. 
He admitted even the Common People to his Field- 
Exerciſes, and often declaim'd in Publick. He re- 
cited Poems not only at Home, bur allo in the The- 
ure, with fuch univerſal Applauſe, that a FF Sup- 
plication was decreed for the Rehearſal, and Part of 


the Poem was dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus in Let- 
ters of Gold. 


f 11. He exhibited many and various Kinds of 
n then Sbews; as the Juv nile, Circenſian and Theatrical 
Times, and the Gladiatory Combats. He admitted 


tient Conſular Men, and old Matrons, to perform 


ö in the Juvenile Sports; and allotted a Seat for the 
nytof knights at the X Circenſian Games ſeparate from the 
f Ve. reſt 
althy i — f 
> allo 
* By the Papian Law a Delator (or Informer) had 4 

ation furth Part of the Eſtate of any one whom he accu d. Nero 
over reduc d this to one Quarter of that Share, which was 
dd Vreni Part of the Whole. 
_ The greater S ſterce, 500 of which make 12500 Crowns, 

He Nt A Day of rejoicing, and ſolemn Thankſgiving to the 
| and . | 
duc d X Tho' the Knights had à particular Apartment ap- 
* for them in the Theatre by the Roſcian Law, yet 


in the Circus they ſate promiſcuouſly, till Nero made this 
Ngulation. | 


Delators by the Papian Law, to a “ fourth Part. He 


ed an annual Salary, and upon ſome + five hundred 


Iwiſh, wou'd he ſay, that I cou d neither read nor write! 
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reſt of the Company ; and had Race-Chariots drawn 
by four Camels apiece. In the Games, which be. 
cauſe they were undertaken for the perpetual Dura. 
tion of the Empire, he caus'd to be nam'd Maxim, 
The Principal Games; the ludicrous Parts were per. 
form'd by. Perſons of both f Orders and Sexes. A 
celebrated Roman mounted an Elephant in the- The. 
atre, and rode him along upon a Rope. And-a Play 
of Afranius's, written after the Rowan Manner, call'$ 
the Incendium, The Burning, was introduc'd on the 
Stage; in which the Actors were allow'd to carry: 


away the Goods of the x Houſe which was on fire, 


and keep them. Largeſſes of all forts of Things 
were thrown among the People every Day, a Thou. 
ſand of each ſort to a Share; as Variety of Birds of 
every Kind, Tickets for Doles of Corn, Garments; 
Gold, Silver, Gemms, Pearls, Pictures, Staves, Cat. 
tel, and Wild Beaſts bred: to hand, laſtly Ships, 
Houſes andLands. t | 
12. He beheld theſe Games from a Seat rais'd juſt 
in the Front of the Stage: And at the Gladiatory 
Combat he preſented in the Wooden Theatre, which 
he erected in the Region of the Campus Martins 
within the Compaſs of a Year, he ſuffer'd no Cham- 
pion to be kill'd, not even of thoſe who were con- 
demn'd to that Life as Criminals by the Law. He 
alſo engag'd forty Senators and ſixty Roman Knights 
to skitmiſh in Publick; and ſome of both Orders, 
who had gieat Eſtates and were of an unblemiſhd 
Reputation, to encounter the Wild Beaſts, and per- 
form ſeveral other Services on the Stage. He had 


a.Sea-Fight repreſented upon Salt Water, _—_— 
£4 


— 


+ Of the Senators and Knights. 

X One of the Scenes was a Houſe on fire, with the 
Players all in Confuſion, endeavouring to ſave the Goods: 
The Furniture which was thus brought out, Nero gave 
them leave to keep. By the Titls of the Play, this ſeem 


e be the principal Scene. 


I >, - 


- i. — 


| | ) 
. ö 7 
7. / | I 
/ Fo 
| H Py A 11 
VA), 
/ I 
” f FAS; 
— * / gf # , 
: 575 # . 
, , ol 1 1 
. LA H, 
— ＋ 4 
- 2 ,. | 
j 4 
"4 
# * 1 
. "4 : 
— 0 
MH Fs K 
„4. — N 
FO p | 
„ 
4 | 
- - 
— # 
— - ; 
— - 
— — 
— a g 
— 
— 5 
Pd 
„ 
9 
/ 
7, 
* 
SES; F — 
,, 
4 
* 4 bot * 
5 — - 
7 ar * 
_ 
E — 
/ — 
* £ mY + ++ — — 
++ * - — 
, HHH * : 
+ 
* ++ 
+ 
222 74 / : 12: 
m 1 CIT 7 4 „ I 4 7 
4 +++$++4 ” 1 7 f ++ +8+ 4+ + 
_ 222 — +$+4$-++$+4$++++3$5 5.54 
+++ 4 ++ + + I $$+++ ++ 
22 5 7 [7 1 121 2 ; 
22222 
222222222 7722. .:: 1251121113 
2222222. 7221111 2225 Ht 1 224222122: 
722225 222222222222 ITT IT 4 7 7 1 11111111111. — 283 
.- IT —— ++ 2 <o<++ LC h 471111212. 2 222 
—— — 1 
25 3 IN 32222 78777727712 4 
Ty I} 2 1 * 4 T ** 2222.5 
- 4 = * 2 
+++ |; J . tt 3222 0200000008 
IT 7 / 7 225 $200. I 
4 4 —— 
l d — = 
— W 4 4 272 $908 
| i * ++ 44+ 00” 
\ k —_— — + — 
4 Hf — 
* 52 
— „ — — 
— — y — nn 
— — , — 7 ——————— ę.F1ẽ 
== T 4 _— | nn 
1 
N | 
L 1 
\ \ — [| % . 
| ö j | — . — 
0 » 
0 \ | . 
/ : 
wy ——— 
# 71 \ T 
a ow I 
— — 4 * 
—  —— ——— — 
— = Is 
— — — —— — x — — — — — 
x . ppg pm — 
— : 5 * N 
— N , \ t 
— \ * 
ET J >; 
mm . * 
— 9 0 
1, £ 
- RY \ 
— 8 \ 
© - y 
JJ - - 
2 - P, 1 
—— — 8 — 
— V T 
— 
= | - N 
' | 
\ & N 
_—- — * 
= - 3-4 
* - 4 
& - 
x \ \ f 
— — — * RY i * 
255 — N \\ 
1 V 
— / % 
* 
A 
\ p — — % 
— % 
— \ of : 
— 7 
»„—— — 
— \ k 
— 8 It : 
J il i > 
— 1 i \ 
— HY; \ | 
— — — — 
— — 


wrrich 


Ar 
AMS. O 
ANCE. 
P35 


Nero CLAubDius CasarR. 357 


cz-Monſters ſwimming about in it. He caus'd a 
Number of Stripplings to dance the Pyrric Dance, 
ind afterwards gave them Patents for the Freedom 
of the City. At the Time of the Dance, the Story 
of Paſphae was ſo naturally repreſented, that moſt 
of the Spectators thought it real ; and an Icarus at 
his firſt ſpringing to his Flight falling down juſt at 
his Seat, the Blood ſparkled upon him; For he ſel- 
gom took the Preſident's Place at the Shews, but 
generally beheld them lying on a Couch, and look- 
ng thro the Curtains drawn pretty cloſe, tho' ſome- 
GS tines they were thrown quite open. He firſt of all 
LE inticuted Quinquennial Games at Rome, conſiſting, 
iter the Grecian Manner, of three Kinds, Muſick, 
Wreſtling and Horſe- racing, and call'd them N ro- 
nana, Neroni an Games: And at the opening of a * Bath 
and a Gymnaſium, he ſupply'd the Senate and the 
Knights with Oyl at his own Expence. He appoint- 
ed Conſular Magiſtrates by Lot to preſide at theſe 
„ + Games, who were to fir in the Pretor's Seat. Go- 
Dis afterwards into the Orchgſtra among the Senators, 
| and the Crown for the Prize 1n Latin Proſe and 
Verſe, for which the moſt honourable Perſons con- 
tended, being adjudg'd to him by the Conſent of the 
Diſputants themſelves, he accepted it ; and the Mu- 
ical Crown being awarded him as Victor by the 
Judges, he worſhipp'd it, and order'd it to be car- 
ry'd to Auguſtus's Statue. At the Gymnaſtic Exer- 
ciſes, which he exhibited in the Sepra, as the Pre- 
parations for the ſolemn Sacrifice were making, he 
ſhav'd his Beard the firſt Time, and incloſing it in 
a Golden Box ſet with very rich Diamonds, dedi- 
cated it to Jupiter Capitolinus, He invited even the 


Veſtal 


$++<4<<3l 


* Therme, 4 hot Bath. The Gymnaſium was 4 
Place for robuſt Exerciſes, as Wreſtling, Coiting, &C. In 
bth Places they us d Oyl. 


The Neronian. 
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Veſtal Virgins to ſee the * Wreftlers, becauſe ; 
Olympia the Prieſteſſes of Ceres were permitted g 
behold them, 

13. Among the Shews which he made, the Ent 
of Tiridates may not be improperly mention'd. Hi 
was King of Armenia, and Nero having invited hi 
to Rome with extraordinary Promiſes, the Day he ha 
appointed for his Publick Entry happen'd co be wet, 
upon which he delay'd it to the next which ſhou'd 
prove favourable. At the Time, Cohorts arma 
were plac'd round the Temples in the Forum, and 
himſelf was ſeated in a Curule Chair at the Reſtry, 
cloath'd in « Triumphant Habit, amidſt the Militar 
Enſigus and Banners. Tiridates approaching him with 
Reverence, he firſt receiv'd him kneeling, and raiſing 
him up kiſs'd him, and took off his + Tiara as he wiz 
making his Complements to him, and put a Diadem 
on his Head ; a Pretorian Man X interpreting what 
the King ſaid, and repeating it aloud to the People. 
From thence conducting him into the Theatre, and 
having again receiv'd his Addreſſes, he plac'd him 
by his Side on his right Hand. Being for this {% 
luted || Emperor, he carry'd his ; Laurel to the ca- 

3 dito 


— 


5 — — - 


* They perform'd naked, and therefore it was thought 
immodeſt for Women to be preſent. Auguſtus . . 
bad it, p. 98. | gi : 

+ The Tiara was the common Habit of the Head with - 
the Perſians and other Eaſtern Nations, as the Turbant _ 
is now. Nero ook it off, and put on a Regal Diadem in 
the ſtead of it, to ſhew he reſtor'd Tiridates to bis Kingdom. ( — 

X As the whole Deſign of this Entry of Titidates wa: WM 
to pleaſe Nero's Vanity, and magnify him in the Eyes of the 
People, it was neceſſary the Speech, which contain d an . 
humble Submiſſion of himſclf and his Dominions to Nero, “. 
ſbou d be explain'd to them. | 

Imperator was not only the landing Title of the 
Eenperors of Rome, but was alſo a Style of Military Hi f 

| nur, | 
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, and ſhut the Temple of Janus, there being not 
\ much as the Relicks of a War then remaining. 

4. He bore four Conſulſhips. The firft two 
Months, the ſecond and the laſt ſix, and the third 


? 

"F bur. The ſecond and third he aſſum'd ſucceſſively, 
hi Wir other two at the Diſtance of ſome Years. 

- 1: 15. When he fare in Judgment, he ſeldom return'd 


Anſwer to the Advocates before the next Day, 
nd then in Writing. In hearing Cauſes, he made it 
Cuſtom to finiſh them with all Expedition, diſ- 
ching them indifferently in their Turn. As often 
be withdrew to conſider upon any Cale, he never 
mmunicated it to the Judges, or deliberated with 
em ; but their Opinion being deliver'd him in 
Viting, he read it over in privare, .and then pro- 
nunc d according to his own Thoughts, juſt as if 


* they had agreed in the ſame Deciſion. He wou'd 
var Wot for a long time admit the Sons of Freemen into 
ple, be Senate, and deny'd to confer Honours on thoſe 


who had been admitted by former Princes. To make 
them eaſy under the Delay of Advancement, he pro- 
ved the“ fupernumerary Candidates to ſome Com- 
cad in the Legions. He generally gave the Con- 
17% oltip for fix Months. And one of the Conſuls dy- 
ig about the Kalends of January, he did not ſubſti- 
ae another in his ſtead, diſliking the Inſtance of 
volt f Caninizs Rebilus formerly, who was Conſul for one 
Dy. He beſtow'd the Triumphal Ornaments on 
lerſons of the Queſtorian Dignity, and even upon 
vith Wine of the Equeſtrian Order, tho' they had per- 
n md no Military Service to merit them. The 
** Accounts 


10M, — — — — ** 


ge vr, given to them or to the General upon ſome extraor- 
an Wu) Conqueſt : Accordingly it is beſtow d here upon Nero 
6 h; T; * 
0 % Victory over LIiridates. 
u token of Triumph. | 
the 1 Candidates who ſtood for any Office, and loſt their 
Ho- kin. 


ur, I See Page 45. : 
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Accounts which he ſent the Senate of certain 
fairs, he commonly caus'd the Conſul to read tot 
Houſe, paſling by the Queſtor, to whoſe Office 
belong'd. 

16. He projected a new Form for the Puildin 
in the City; and contriv'd that before the f 
and the Houſes there ſhou'd be Porticoes, fr 
the Battlements of which they might be able to wa 
in Caſe of a Fire; and theſe he built at his ownF 
pence. He deſignd allo to extend the Walls oft 
City as far as Oſtia, and to let in the Sea from theng 
into the old City by a Trench. In his Reign, {ey 

ral Things were correGted, and others reſtrain'd wit 
extraordinary Strictneſs; and ſeveral new Inſtitutia 
were made: Limits were ſet to Expences; Publ 
Suppers were reduc'd to a * Sportula; and Vidu; 
ing-Houſes were prohibited ſelling any thing boil 
beſide Pulſe and Pot-herbs, whereas before they fo 
all Kinds of Eatables. The Chriſtians were punih 
ſeverely, a Sort of Men who follow'd a newa 
malignant Superſtition. The Rogueries of the Ch 
rioteers were alſo forbidden, with whom it was 1 
old Cuſtom to ſtroll about every where, and che 
and thieve at Diſcretion, juſt as if they were on| 
in Jeſt ; and the Pantomimes and their Factions we 
baniſh'd. | 

17. Againſt the f Falſarii this Device was the 
invented, that no Deeds ſhou'd be ſeal'd till the 

wer 


+ A Space of Ground between Houſe and Houſe ; | 
Houſes in Rome were not contiguous: This Spot of 4 
Ground the Romans call d Inſula, an 1/and. 

* 4 ſmall Wicker Barket, in which a Quantity of Vil 
als was put and preſented to any; and from the Name! 
the Basket, the giving ſuch a kind of a Treat was cal 
a Sportula. It was more ſparing and temperate thi 
the Publick Suppers, which were very luxurious, and tin 
fore Nero ſubſtituted this in their Room. 

tt Thoſe who forg d or counterfeited Writings, 
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were punch'd thro', and a String paſs'd thrice thro' 


be Hole to receive the Seal. And as co cſtainents, 
t was provided, that the firſt two Leaves ſhou'd be 


let blank till the Witneſſes had“ ſubſcrib'd their 


Idin Names; and that no one who wrote a Telranient for 
other, ſhou'd inſert a Legacy in it for bimſelf. It 
2 appointed alſo, that Clients ſnou'd pay certain 
) Wot 


wfonable Fees to their Advocates, and that the 
Seats in the Court ſhou'd coſt them nothing, but 
ke Expence of them ſhou'd be allow'd out of the 
reaſury : That Cauſes ſhov'd be remov'd from the 
reaſury into the Forum before the || Recoverers; and 
ut all Appeals from the Judges ſhou'd be brought 
Into the Senate. | 2 


18. Having no Intention nor Deſire to inlarge or 
idufh end the Empire, he began to think of withdraw- 
boil ng the Armies from Britain; forbeariug it only out 
1 Shame, leſt it ſhou'd look as if he had a mind to 
wy tract from his Father's Glory. But he reduc'd into 


ie Form of a Province the Kingdom of Pontus, 
ahich was yielded to him by Polemon, and that of 
le A upon the Death * Cottius. wa 


—— * — 8 


19. He 
f 1 


1 4 _ 


* 4: the Head of thoſe void Leaves the Teſtator wrote 
Name, to acknowledge that the following Teſtament was 
ici}; but the Particulars were not expreſs d till after 
Witneſſes had ſubſcrib d, that they might not know who 
Ju; made Heir, or what Legacies were given. Nero ap- 
ned this Method perhaps, from an Opinion that the 
tn. ſſes being thus kep: entirely ignorant of the Content 
i , cou'd have not hing to direct them if they ſhou'd 


1 ertake 20 forge one, nor be induc'd by Averſion or Favour 
Nane one nam d in it, to diſown their Signing upm any 


oute. 


[ | 
8 7 Lat. Subſellia. Caſaubon thinks 1 
4d on purpoſe for trying ſome particular Cauſes. 


Bare whom any one whoſe Eſtate was cohfſeated; 
d to recover it. n 2 


bee Page 204. 
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19. He undertook only two Progreſſes, one 
Alexandria and one to Achaia; but he put off that 
Alexandria upon the very Day he was to have f 
forward, being diſturb'd by ſome Religious One 
and affrighten'd at the Danger of it. For fit; 
down in the Fane of Vita after he had viſited th 
Temples round,as he went to riſe up,the Skirts of h 
Garments ſtuck faſt to the Seat, and a Dimneſc 
acroſs him, which took away his Sight. When 
was in Achaia, he undertook to cut thro' the Ich 
and made a Speech to the Pretorian Soldiers to e 
courage them in the Work ; and the Trumpet gi 
ing the Signal to begin, he firſt broke Ground hi 
ſelf with a Pick-Ax, and filling a Basket with Earl 
carry'd it away upon his Shoulders. He prepard; 
Expedition to the Caſpian Streights, raiſing a ne 
Legion of Italian Youths ſix Foot high, which | 
call'd the Phalanx of Alexander the Great The 
Actions, ſome of which are not bad, and ſome d 
ſerve to be very much commended ; I have th 
related at once, to ſeparate them from the inf 
mous and vile Parts of his Life, of which I fh 
now ſpeak. y : 

20. Among other Sorts of Learning, (being 
ſtructed in Muſick in his Youth) as ſoon as he 0 
tain'd the Empire, he ſent for Terpnus the Harpe 
who was the moſt celebrated of his Time, and ſt 
by him for ſeveral Days together after Supper til] l 
at Night, to hear him play, and by degrees began! 
ſtudy and prattiſe after him. Nor did he omit: 
of the Methods which were us'd by Artiſts of t 
Sort for preſerving or improving the Voice: 
lay along with a Plate of Lead upon his Breaſt, WW—— 
purg'd by Cliſters and Vomiting, and abſtain'd tro 
Apples and Meats which were prejudicial to 
Singing; till flattering himſelf at length that he 
made a wonderful Proficiency (tho' his Voce V 
ſhrill and hoarſe) he was ambitious of apperi 
upon he Stage, boaſting among his familiar Frie" 


according to the Grecian Proverb, That conceal's Hi 
m 


tiouſ 

21. 
Wor! 
the ar 
t hea 
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ne e war never valu d. He, made his Publick Ap- 
he btance firſt at Naples 5 and tho' the Theatre was 
biken with a ſudden Earthquake, yet he did not 
ive over Singing, till he had: finiſh'd the Tune he 
began. He alſo fung there very often and for ſeveral 
Days together, only making a ſhort Pauſe ſometimes 
recover his Voice; and he was fo impatient of 
teing off the Stage, that he wou'd go direQly from 
the Bath to the Theatre. As he was eating once in 
the midſt of the Oreheſtra, with the People all flock- 


= ng about him, he call d ont and told them in Greek, 
et gi * merr) Glaſs wou d enable him to trol it off the 
Ih Being extremely taken with the Songs ſome 


{xandrians, who were newly arriv'd at Naples, fung 
in his Praiſe, he ſent to Alexandria for more of the Na- 
tives. And chofe ſome young Men of the Equeſtrian 
(der, and above'five thouſand ſturdy Youths out of 
the Common People, who were divided into Factions, 
to learn the ſeveral Kinds of Applauſe, call'd the 
f Bmbi, „ Imbrices, and tt Tie, and whoſe Buſineſs 
ws continually to attend him when he ſung. The 
Lads had very large Heads of Hair, and were richly 
dreſs d, and wore Rings on the left Hand; and the 


ing Mracipels of them were allow'd {| four hundred 
he o tbouland Seſterces. n 

Jar. 2. Eſteeming it one of the nobleſt Things in the 
nd World to ſing, he reviv'd the Neronian Games before 


ite appointed Day; and the People all crying out 
0 hear his heavenly Voice, he anſwer'd, He won ꝗ gra- 


egant 
i J them, if they were deſirous of it, in the Gardens: But 
of Me Guards, who were then upon Duty, ſecondiog 
e: m4 2 | | the 
ft, il. 11 | 3 


'd fro 

to : He i'magin d they were afraid hir Drinking would 2 
he H Voice, and therefore told them this to quiet them. 
ice u t 4 Sound like the Humming of Bees. | 


« 4 Noiſe reſembling the Fall of Rain. * 

if A Sound like the Ringing of earthen Pots ruck 4. 
ant one another; | 25 2 

|| 1750 Livres. 
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the Importunities of the People, he graciouſly prg 
mis'd them to ſing without Delay, and immediate 
order'd his Name to be writ down among the pro 
feſs'd Mulicians ; and putting his * Lot with the; 
into the common Urn, he enter'd in his turn, t 
PrefeCts of the Pretorian Cohorts carrying his Har 
and accompany d by the Military Tribunes and 
intimate Friends. As ſoon as he had taken his St; 
upon the Stage, and the Prelude was over, he pr 
claim'd by Cluvius Rufus a Conſular Man, that | 
wou'd ſing the Story of Mobe, and held it out till i 
+ tenth Hour. The Honour of receiving the Croy 
and the reſt of the Shew he put off to the next Ye 
that he might thereby have frequent Occaſions 
ſing ; but thinking this too long, he cou'd not fi 
bear appearing in Publick ſeveral times before. N 
did he ſcruple to bear a Part among the Players 
r Private Games, and to accept the Preſent of 
-|- Million of Seſterces from one of the Pretors 
his Art. He alſo ſung Tragedies in a Mask; 
Vizors of the Heroes and Gods, and of the Heroi 
and Goddeſſes, being fram'd to reſemble his oy 
Features and thoſe of any Women for whom he 
an Affection. Among other Things, he ſung cn 
in Labour, Oreſtes killing his Mother, Oedipus with 
Eyes out, and Hercules run mad. As he was play 
the laſt, tis ſaid, a young Soldier who was placd 
Keep the Entrance of the Stage, ſeeing him drel 
up and bound with Chains as the Argument of 
Play requir'd, ran haſtily in to his Reſcue, 

22. He was a paſſionate Admirer of Horſes e 
from his Childhood ; and was continually talking 


the Circenſian Games, tho' he was forbidden to do 
Lament 


* To avoid Content ion about Preference, they dren | 


for the Order of going upon the Stage. 
+ Four in the Afternoon. 
++ Games not exhibited by the Emperor. 


243750 Livres, 
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T.menting once among his Companions the Misfor- 
Line of a Driver of the Green Faction, who was 
tzgo'd by his Horſes, and his Precepror chiding him 
Gr it, he pretended he was ſpeaking of * Hector. At 
ie Beginning of bis Reign he had a Chariot and a 
Gert of Horſes made in Ivory, which he us'd to play 
ith upon a Table: But upon the ſmalleſt Racing 
1 the Circus, he ran thither from any Receſs where 
e happen'd to be; at firſt privately, and afterwards 
rithout Reſerve ; that at laſt every one expected 
him, and made no Queſtion of his coming. Nor did 


fthe Prizes; and thus the Courſes being multiply'd, 
de Games laſted till it was late; and the Maſters of 
he Factions wou'd not vouchſafe to bring out their 
Horſes, unleſs they were ſure to run them the whole 
Day. Afterwards he often took a Fancy to drive 
nd make Part of the Shew himſelf; and having pra- 
tisd in his Gardens among the Slaves and the low- 
| of the People, he made his Appearance in the 
great Cireus in the Publick View of all Men, a cer- 
un Freedman II giving the Signal from the Place 
where the Magiſtrates us'd to fir. Not being con- 
ent with ſhewing Proofs of his Skill in theſe Arts 
t Rome, he went, as we obſerv'd, to Achaia, which 
te did chiefly from this Motive: The Cities, where 
Muſical Games us'd to be celebrated, having refoly'd 
o ſend all the Muſick-Prizes to him, he took it fo 
ttremely kind, that he not only immediately admit- 
| the Meſſengers who brought them into his Pre- 
nce, but treated them alſo at his familiar Banquets ; 
nd ſome of them begging he wou'd pleaſe to favour 
em with with a Song - Supper, and making him 

Sheer. ; 5 


hs _ 7 ” 


„Achilles 7 Hector to his Chariot, after he had 
Id him, and dragg d him round the Walls of Troy. 
| Mittente Mappam. The Signal was, a Handkere 


ef thrown out at Length by the Preſident of the Shews. 
ee the Plate, | | 


te difſemble that he deſign'd to encreaſe the Number 


te Ii 4. ——_ wt MCA 
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a World of Compliments, he ſaid, the Greeks alm vit 
were 7 80 87 of Muſick, and were wort hy. ＋ kim and his de 
Art; and immediately beginning his intended“ Jour. WM ive 
ne, 25 ſoon as he came to f Caſſope, he gave them a ben 
Shecimen of his Harmony at the Altar of Ju- 
Caſſius. | 

23. After this, he perform'd in all the Exerciſes: nor 
For thote which belong'd to different Seaſons, he ver 
commanded to be brought into the Compaſs of one cen 
Year, and ſome of them to be repeated, and had z il 
Muſick-Prize at Olympia, contrary to Cuſtom. And . 
that nothing might give him a Diverſion, or detain WW 14% 
him while he was thus employ'd, whenever his uf 
Freedman K-linus acquainted him that his Preſence but 
was neceſſary to the Affairs of the City, he wrote 
him back Word, To it is thy Advice and Deſire that 
7 won quickly return ; yet then oug ht eſt rather to adviſe 
and wiſh ihat I may return worthy of Nero. While he 
was ſinging, at was not Jawful for any one to go out 


of the Theatre upon any neceſſary Occaſion ; inſo-fff itke 
much that 'tis ſaid ſeveral Women fell in Travail de 
and were deliver'd at the Shews, and many being ©or 
quite tir'd with giving their Attendance. there to iis / 
hear and clap him, either leap'd privately over the otic 
Wall, the Gates of the Town being kept ſhut, or be 
pretending, to be dead, were carry'd out as to their tiro 
Huneral. It is ſcarcely credible what Fear and Andi "to 
_ zyaty, what Emulation of his Competitors,and Aue 1 
of the Judges he A while he was performing ii wick 
He paid the higheſt . Deference to his Antagoniſts 
as if they had been equal in Quality to himſelf; made — 
his. Court to them openly, but rail'd. at them in {4 
cret, and ſometimes curs'd them when he met then gl 
and even brib'd them, if they were excellent in their] thiar 
Art, to play booty and let him carry the Prize. Be 
fore he began, he addreſs'd himſelf to the Judges 
3 Prog uin 
| 1 FLEE Fs 
3 4 > * 1. 


.* 7» Achaia. 1 „ 1 
A Town of Corcyra, now St. Maria di Caſſiope. 
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with the profoundeſt Reverence, faying, he had done 
wery Thing that belong d to bim to do, yet after all the 
ryent was in the Hands of Fortune; but that as wiſe and 
lurned Men they ought in pronouncing Judgment to exclude 
yl Things that were fortuitous ; And upon their encou- 
nging him to take Heart and not fear, he withdrew 
nore ezſy in his Spirit; yet even then if any of them 
were ſilent, or ſpoke faintly, he was in a Con- 
ern, and conſtru'd it as a Sign of Sourneſs and Hl- 
will, and own'd that he ſuſpected them, 

:4. At the Time of performing he obſerv'd the 
Laws of the Theatre ſo ſtrictly, that he never dar'd 
o ſpit or to wipe off the Sweat from his Forehead 
but with his Arm. As he was playing once in a 
Trgedy, he let his Staff fall out of his Hand; and 
o he recover'd it immediately, he was in ſuch a 
wonderful Conſternation and Terror, leſt he ſhou'd 
te hiſs d off the Stage, that he cou'd not compoſe 
linſelf till one of the Players ſwore, it was not 
taken Notice of amid the Noiſe and Shoutings of 
the People. He us'd alſo to proclaim himſelf Vi- 
tor himſelf, and even ſtrove to outdo the Crier in 
tis Art. And that no Memory nor Footſteps of any 
other Victors in the X Sacred Games might be left, 
be commanded all their Statues and Images to be 
tirown down, and dragg'd with the Hook, and caſt 
into the Jakes. He drove the Chariot at the Races 
in f various Manners, and once at the Olympic Games 
rich ten Pairs of Horſes ; tho in a * Poem of his 


R 4 writing, 
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The four Games of Greece : The Olympic, the Py- 
tian, he Iſthmian, and the Nemean. 

+ With more or fewer Horſes than were uſual, &c. 
This excellent Piece is unhappily periſb d; but by ſome 
P'rſes of Nero's, which Perſius has inſerted in bis firſt 
iatire as 4 Specimen of Bombaſt and Nonſence, it appears 
kt was juſt as good a Poet as he was A Singer: | 


e. Claudere 
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writing, h- had blam'd Mithridates for the ſims 
Thing: But being thrown out of the Chariot, an 
then replic'd, and yet not ft abie to hold on, he gt 
off before he had finiſſi the Courſe. Notwithſtand 
ing which, he was crown'd. At his Departure, he 
gave the whole Province their Liberty, and made the 
Jadges Wee of Rome, and preſented them with: 
great Summ of Money : All which Favours he pro 
claim'd himfelf in the Middle of the Stadium up 
the Day of the Vhmian Games. 


25. A 


„— — — — — — ä _ 
— 


_ Claudere ſic Verſum didicit, Berecynthius Attin 
Et qui cœruleum dirimebat Nerea delphin, 
Sic coſtam longo ſubdiximus Apennino. aug 


Ni tagg'd with Rhyme, like Berecynthian Attys, 
The mid Part chimes with Art, which never flat is. 
The Dolphin brave, that cut the liquid Wave, * 
Or He who in his Line can chine the long-ribb'd Apen 
a 5 | Mr. Dryder 


Torva Mimalloneis implerunt cornua bombis, 
Et raptum vitulo caput ablatura ſuperbo 

Baſſaris, & lyncem Mznas flexura corymbis 

Exion ingeminat, reparabilis adſonat Echo, 


Their crooked Horns the Mimallonian Crew 
: -WWith Blaſts inſpir d; and Baſſaris, who New 
he ſcornful Calf, with Sword advanc d on high, 
Made from his Neck his haughty Head to fly. 
And Menas, when with Ivy-Bridles bound, 
She led the ſpotted Lynx, then Evion rung around ; 
Evion from Woods and Floods repairing Echo's Sound. 
4p. IP Mr. Dryden. 


II Becauſe he cou d not govern ſuch a Number of Horſe: K. 
and the Form of the Race- Chariot made it difficult for tl £ 
Driver, whoſe Poſture was ſtanding, to avoid being thrown ii 
ut, if the Horſes were unruly. 2 
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15, At his Return to Naples from Greece, he made 


> fa is Entry drawn by white Horſes, becauſe in that 


* city he had given the firſt Specimen of his Art, 
tang t of the Wall being thrown down, according ta 
re, He Cuſtom of the Sacred Games. He enter d An- 
de m, and Alba and Rome in the fame Manner. But 
with Wis Entry into Rome he made in the ſame Chariot in 
e pro ich Auguſtus had triumph'd, dreſs'd with a Purple 
; upo eſt, and a Cymar embroider'd with Stars of Gold, 


raring the Olympic Crown on his Head, and carry- 
g the Pythian in his Right Hand, the others being 
ome before him in Pomp, with Inſcriptions ex- 
eſſing What Perſons, at what Places, and in what Songs 
Attin bt Plays he had conquer d; a Multitude following 
tim with Applanſes and ſhouting out that they were 
\uguſtians, and the Soldiers of his Triumph; and mak- 
ng a Breach in the circular End of the great Circus: 


25. A 


nd the Temple of Apollo: Victims were ſlain every 
where as he paſs'd along, and Saffron was ſcatter'd 
don him, and Birds, and Garlands and Sweetmeats. 
eplac'd the Sacred Crowns in his Chamber round 
bout his Beds, with Statues of himſelf in the Habit 
f a Harper, and ſtamp'd the ſame upon his Coin- 


ers, but always had it pronounc'd by another 
or did he tranſact any Thing. ſeriouſly or in Jeſt, 
ut with a Maſter of Pronunciation at his Elbow, 
Who was to put him in Mind to ſpare his Lungs, and 
ren thruſt a Handkerchief into his Mouth to ſtop 
im if he did not regard. And to a great many he 
fer d his Friendſhip, or vow'd an implacable Ha- 

nien TT 1 tred 


yden. . l 
ora; + Naples, ſee p. 363. 
& 11: D fignify, that a Town which. had ſuch brave Auen 


iis; Inhabitants, needed ub other Fortifigations $0. ſecurs 


e paſs'd thro' the Velabrum and Forum to the Palace 


hen after this, he was ſo far from remitting his 
Muſical Exerciſes, that for the fake of preſerving his 
Voice, he never ſpoke a Speech himſelf to the- Sol- 
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tred to them, according as they had been liberal os 
fparing in their Commendations of him. 

26. His Petulance, his Luſt, his Luxury, Avaric 
and Cruelty. he exercis'd moderately'at firſt, and ig 
private, as if they had only been the Sallies of Youth 
Yer that any one might be farisfy'd even then that 
they were the Vices of his Nature and not of hi 
Age; as ſoon as it was duskiſh, he clap'd on a Cx 
or a Helmet, and ſcour'd away to the Publick Hou 
fes, and rambled about the Streets, playing a'thou 
ſand miſchievous Pranks ; for he wou'd threſh 25 
hom he met going home from 2 and wound 
them if they reſiſted, and tumbled them into thy 
Jakes. He wou'd break up the ſmall Shops and 
plunder them, opening a Sale-Room in his ow 
Houfe, where he divided and fold his Booty. | 
theſe Skirmiſhes he often ran the Hazard of having 
his Eyes beat out, and of loſing his Life: For a cer 
ta in Senator, whoſe Wife he wou' d have forc'd fro 
him, maul'd him almoſt to Death. After this 
never ventur'd abroad at ſuch Hours without th 
Tribunes following fecretly at a: diſtance; In th 
Day being convey'd to the Theatre privately in 
common Chair, he wou'd get into a Gallery behind 
the Scenes, and ſet the Pantomimes together by th 
Fars, while he fate and look'd on: And when the) 
came to lows, and were pelting-one another wit 
Stones and Pieces of the Seats, he wou'd allo letfi 
_— the People; and once he broke the Pretor 
Lead. LO | 

27. At length increaſing in his Enormities, 
hid by his Frolicks and Miſchief in Sport ; an 
throwing off all Diſguiſe, broke out openly into th 
vileſt Extravagances, without the leaſt Concernt 
Rave them conceal'd. He continu'd his Feaſts fron 
Mid-day to Mid-night; often bathing, in Ponds d 
warm Water, and in the Summer-time the Wate 
was cool'd with Snow. Sometimes he ſupp'd! 
Publick, in the Place where the Sea-Fights were ft 
preſented, in the Campus: Martizs, or the a” 5 
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very pertinent Jeſt, That it wou'd have been well fe 
Mankind, if his Father Domitius had had ſuch a Wife, 
[I bis Sporus he carry'd about with him in a Litter, 
thro' the Aſſemblies and trading Towns of Gree, 
and afterwards thro' the Sigillarian Street at Rong, 
drefs'd in the * Imperial Ornaments of the Empreſſes, 
kiſſing him as they rode along. That he had a ſtrong 
Deſire to have known his Mother, and was only de. 
terr'd from it by ſome who had no Kindneſs for her, 
and who were afraid a Favour of this Kind ſhou'd 
render a Woman of her haughty and daring Temper 
too powerful, was never queſtion'd by any: For he 
added to his Concubines a Strumpet, who was re. 


ported to be extremely like Arippina; and as he 
was carry'd with her in the ſame Litter, *tis ſaid, | 


inceſtuous Familiarities paſs'd between them, as ap- 
pear'd by their Garments. 

29. His own Chaſtity he ſo proſtituted, that having 
polluted almoſt all the Members of his Body, he at 
laſt invented a new ſort of Impurity. He causd 
himſelf to be inclos'd in a Hide, and being let out 


of a Cage like a Wild Beaſt, he ruſh'd upon the Pri- 


vy Parts of Men and Women ty'd to a Stake ; and 


having ſlak'd his enormous Deſire with this, he} 


was, to conclude the Scene, defil d himſelf by his 
Freedman Doryphus, who had marry'd him, as him- 
ſelf bad before marry'd Sporus. I have been informd 
by ſeveral, that it was his fixt Opinion there was 
not a Perſon living who was chaſte, or uncorrupted 
in any Part of his Body; only moſt of them dil- 
ſembled their Vices, and were cunning enough to 
deep them private: And therefore if any confeſs d 
Obſcenities to him, he forgave them all the other 
Crimes they had committed. 


30. He thought there was no other Uſe of Wealth 
and Money, but to waſte them profuſely ; _— | 
' | 2 dhole 


al 


* Auguſtarum Ornamenta, See the Note on the Wirs} 


Auguſta, p. 252, 


NERO CLAuplus Cx5ar. 373 


thoſe to be ſordid and niggardly who took an Acz 
count of their Expences, and ſuch as ſquander'd them 
extravagantly to be truly noble and generous. He 
prais'd his Uncle Caius, and admir'd him for nothin 
more, than becauſe he ſpent the vaſt * Riches whic 
Tierius left him, in a very little Time. Wherefore 
he had no Bounds in his Prodigallity. Upon Tiridates 
he expended F eight hundred thouſand Seſterces a 
Day, a Summ almoſt incredible ; and preſented him 
with x above a Million at his Departure. He gave Me- 
wrates the Harper, and Spicillus the Mirmillo, the Patri- 
monies and Houſes of Triumphal Men; and beſtow'd 
Royal Funeral almoſt upon Cercopit hecus Panerotes 
the Uſurer, who had a great Eſtate in the City and 
the Country. He never wore the fame Garment 
wice. He play'd at Dice for } four hundred thou. 
ind Seſterces a Caſt. He fiſh'd with a Golden Net, 
tis Lines being made of Purple and Scarlet. Tis 
ſid, he never travell'd with leſs than a thouſand 
Waggons in his Train, the Mules being ſhod with 
filver, and the Drivers clad in the fineſt Cloth; 
nd with a Croud of Moors and running Slaves, 
furniſn'd with Bracelets and Quivers. 

31, He was in nothing more profuſe than in Build. 
ng, He extended an Apartment from the Palace 
quite to the Eſqueline Mount, and call'd it at firſt the 
' Paſſage ; — when it was burnt down, he rebuilt 
t and nam'd it the Golden Lodging. Concerning the 
bitent and Beauty of which, it will be ſufficient to 
ky only this; In the Court-Yard ſtood a Coloſſus of 
hundred and twenty Foot high, repreſenting him- 
kIF The Amplitude of it was fo great, that it had 
tortico's with three Rows of Pillars, a Mile in 

Length ; 


_ — —_— 
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see Page 283. 

| 20000 Crowns. | 

X Above 2500000 Crowns. 

X 10000 Crowns. | : ; 
it i. e. From the Palace to the Eſqueline Mount. 
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Length; and a Lake, like a Sea, encompaſs'd with, 7 
Edifices in the manner of Cities. There were Fields WM 
alſo, and Vineyards, and Paſtures, and Woods, with be 
a Multitude of Cattel and Wild Beaſts of every Sort, Ml 6 
The Body of the Building was over-laid with Gold, Ml jj 
and ſet with Jewels and Mother of Pearl; and the gr 
Banquettmg-Rooms were vaulted with a Roof of Ml 90 
Ivory ;. which was contriv'd fo, as to be frequently Wl th; 
ſhifred,. and. to throw out Roſes upon the Gueſts, n 
and from ſecret Pipes to diſtill Unguents upon them, Ml ge 
The chief Banquetting-Room was round, and 1c. de 
yolv'd continually Day and Night like the Motion bat 
of the Heavens. And the Baths were ſupply'd. with Wl jc 
Water from the Sea and from Albula. Yet when he thy 
dedicated ſuch a Building as this after it was finiſh'd, MM on: 
he ſaid nothing more in Commendation of it, than 
that Now he ſbou'd begin to live like @ Man. He allo 
began a Canal from Miſenum to the Avernian Lake, 
= arch'd it over, and turn'd into it all the hot 
Streams of Baie: He open'd a Sluce from Averna 
to Oſtia, capable of receiving Ships of Burthen, 2 
hundred and ſixty Miles long, and ſo broad, tha 
Veſſels of five Oars might ſail abreaſt. For the car- 
Tying on of theſe Works, he order'd that the Pri 
foners ihou'd be brought from all the Jails into 725 
and that any Criminals who were condemn'd, ſhou' 
be ſentenc'd to labour here. Belide his Dependence 
on the Riches of the Empire, what puſh'd him into 
theſe prodigious Expences was, a ſudden Imagina 
tion of recovering ſome immenſe Treaſures, whict 


were conceal'd. tor a certain Knight affur'd him 3; 
that all the Riches which Queen Dias carry'd away Clay 
with her when the fied from Tyre, were hid in ti thor 
vaſt Deſarts of 4f-ick, and might be very eaſily dug cret 
up. 1 ifs ll 

32. But being diſappointed in his ExpeQationl __ 


he was ſo exhauſted and impoveriſh'd, that he wi 
oblig'd to defer paying the Soldiers, and giving th . 
Bounty-Money to the Veteranes ; and therefore 51M + | 
ply'd himſelf to Oppreſſion and Rapine, In the fi V 

; | * 1 
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Phce he ordain'd, that three Parts inſtead of an 
Half of every Freedman's Eſtate. who dy'd, ſhou'd 
he levy'd for his Service, if without ſufhcient Rea» 
ſon they had borne the Name of Families related to 
himſelf : That the Teſtaments of ſuch as were un- 
eareful to their Prince, ſhou'd be wholly forfeited: 
to him; and the Lawyers who wrote or dictated 
them ſhou'd not go unpuniſh'd : And that all Facts 
nd Words againſt which Information was given, 
hou'd be deem'd within the Law of Treaſon. He 
demanded alfo the Rewards of all the Crowns which 
had ever been offer d him by the Cities at the Pub- 
ick Games. Having interdicted the Uſe of the Awe 
t and of the TJyrian Colour, he covertly, imploy'd 
one to ſell a few Ounces of it upon the Day of the 
Nundine, and took Occaſion from. thence to ſhut up 
the Dealers Shops and ſeize the Goods. Tis be- 
lev'd, he peinted out to his + Officers a Matron 
whom he ſpy'd at the Shews in the middle of his 
finging, cloth'd with Purple after he had forbidden 
it; for ſhe-was preſently dragg'd out, and he not 
only ſtript her of her Garments; but depriv'd her 
iſo of her Eſtate.. He never put any Man into an 
Office, but he told him, Du know what tis I want; 
and, Let 244 do our Endeavour that no one may have any 
thing left. In a Word, he rifled a — many Tem- 
ples of their Gifts, and melted down the Images 
which were made of Gold and Silver, and among 
them the Statues of the Penates, which Galba after - 

wards. re ſtor d. 5 Ver nog 1 
33. He began his Parricides and Murders with 
Claudius; of whoſe Death tho' he was not the Au- 
tior, yet he was privy to it. And he made no Se- 
cret of it himſelf; For afterwards he commonly us d 
bible 
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By not leaving bim'a ſufficient Lagar . 
f Procuratoribus ſuis, he Emperor's Lawyers or Ar- 
n, who proſecuted upon Delinquencies in his Name, 
m for his Service, e 
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a Greek Proverb in Praiſe of Muſhrooms; the Diſh 
with which Claudius was poyſon'd, extolling 
them as the Food of the Gods. Tis certain, he 
treated his Memory with all manner of Invedtives 
and Diſgrace, both in his Words and Actions; ſome. 
times accuſing him of Folly, and at other times of 
Cruelty. He ceaſes, ſays he in Ridicule, morari inter 
Homines, making the firſt Syllable of the Word + n- 
rari long. And ſeveral of his Decrees and Conſti- 
tutions he repeal'd, as made by a Dotard and a Mad- 
man. In ſhort, he took no Care to have any Inclo- 
ſure to his Sepulchre, beſide a low Border of ordi- 
nary Stuff, He attempted to deſtroy Britannicus by 
Poyſon, as much out of Emulation of his Voice, 
which was ſweeter than his own, as from a Fear leſt 
the Value People had for his || Father's Memory 
ſhou'd one — render him too powerful with them. 
It was adminiſter'd by one ¶ Locuſta, who had ſav d 
her Life by impeac ing others who practis'd the 
Poyſoning Trade: But becauſe it wrought flower 
than he expected, only throwing Britannicus into 2 
Looſeneſs, he ſent for the Woman, and beat her 
with his own Hand, telling her, ſhe had given him 


a Medicine inſtead of a Poyſon. And whea ſhe — 
en 


— 
oth 


* Becauſe Claudius, who had eat it, was made à Ged. 
+ Morari inter Homines deſinit, to ceaſe to d well among 
Men] is a Latin Phraſe for Dying; but e-, the fil 
Syllable of which is long, is Greek for a Fool: And Ne- 
ro punn'd upon this, and by leaning on the Syllable mo, 


made it ſignify, Claudius had ctas d to play the Fool 


among Men. 

|| Claudius. 
＋ 4 moſt noted Poyſoner. She had been condenn'd fir 
her Art, and ſav'd herſelf only by accuſing and diſcovering 
others. Agrippina is ſaid to have employ d her in pre- 
paring the Muſhroom which poyſon'd Claudius, and Nero 


wow ſent for her from Gaul ro practiſe her Skill upon I- 
tannicus. | 
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cusd herſelf, that ſhe had us'd a ſmaller Quantity 


meerly to prevent the Matter from being ſuſpected; 
i be ſure, ſays he, I am mortally afraid Abe Julian 
Law, and made her boil up a Dole before him in his 
Chamber, which fhou'd be as ſtrong and ſudden 
$ poſſible. Having try'd it upon a Kid, and finding, 
he linger'd with it five Hours, he boil'd it over a- 
gin ſeveral times, and then gave ſome to a Pig, 
which preſently expiring, he commanded it to be 
crry'd into the Room, and given to Britannicw as he 
was at Supper with him. Brit annicus dropping down 
x ſoon as he had drank it, he preteaded to the Com- 
pany it was a Fit of the Falling-Sickneſs, with which 
te us'd to be troubled ; and hurry'd him out the: 


iext Day with an ordinary Funeral in the midſt of 


great Shower of Rain. To requite Locuſta for her 
Labour, he gave her an Indemnity with a large 
tate in Land, and even provided her with a Num- 
bet of Schollars to learn her Art. . 
14. His Mother prying into his Words and. 
Actions, and 1 him ſeverely; to make her 
odious to the People, he firſt ſhew't himſelf uneaſy: 
it it, as if he wou'd reſign the Empire and retire to 
Modes; and afrerwards he depriv'd her of all her 
Honours and Power, and taking away her Guard of 
man Soldiers and Germans, expell'd her from his 
Converſation and from the Palace. Nor did he ſpare 
ny Pains to diſturb and vex her; ſuborning ſome 
wile ſhe continu'd at Rome, to harrafs her with 
its; and when ſhe withdrew and liv'd private, he 
tus d others as they paſs'd that Way, either by Sea 
Land, to purſue her into her + Retirement, and 
tue her with Reproaches and invidious Jeſts. At 
length, 


nn 


— 


" Againſt Poyſoning. Nero laugh'd at her impertinent 
MMeaution, that ſhe ſbou d imagine He, who was Emperor, 
ud any Law. | | 

\ She abſconded ſometimes at Tuſculum, and ſomes 
mn a; Antium, & 6. 
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length, being frighten'd by her Menaces and her 
violent Spirit, he reſolv'd to cut her off: And hay. 
ing thrice attempted her by Po) ton, and perceivd 
ſhe had arm'd herſelf with Ancidotes, he contriv'd 
to looſen the Ceiling of her Chamber, and let the 
Beams fall in upon her as ſhe was faſt aſleep in the 
Night. But this Deſign being diſcover'd by ſome 
it was ;atruſted with, he invented a Ship, which 
mou'd either break in Pieces and drown her, or 
cruſh her to Death by the ſudden Fall of the Cabin, 
Wherefore pretending to be reconcil'd, he ſent her 
a very affeCtionate Letter, and invited her to Baie 
to celebrate * Aiinerva's Feſtival. While {he ſtaid, 
having order'd ſome Mariners to drive their Veſſels 
foul upon the Gally which brought her- over, and 
bulge it, as if it had been an Accident; he ſ held 
the Entertainment out the longer, that they might 
have Opportunity to do it. When ſhe was returns 
ing to Baul:, inſtead of her own Veſſel which was 
thus founder'd, he offer'd her his treacherous Pin- 
nace, waiting on her to it very chearfully, and even 
kiſſing her Breaſts at parting :- But the reſt of the 
Time he paſs'd. in the utmoſt Agony, expeCting the 
Event of his Project. When he underſtood all thing 
had happen'd contrary to his Wiſhes, and that ſhe 
had eſcap'd by Swimming, he was at his Wits End; 
and L. Agernius, his Freedman, coming in at the 
Time, and telling him with Joy his Mother was fate 
and unhurt, he pretended to diſcover a Dagget 
which he himſelf, had perentaly conver thither 0 
purpoſe ; and as if 4gernius had been ſent to ſtabl 

with it, he commanded him to be ſeiz'd and = 

cle 


n 


* This lafted five Days. 

+ I ſcems by this, that Agrippina did wot ſtay the 
the whole Feftival, but return d the ſame Day ſbe cm: 
et herwiſe there wou'd have been no Occaſion for prolongi! 
the Banquet to give the Men time to ſplit the Ship. 

IIA Town between Miſenum and Baiæ. 
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ber Ncied, and his Mother to be ſlain, but in ſuch a man- 
hay. Wer, that ſbe ſhou'd ſeem to have laid Hands on her- 
Vd et, becauſe her Crime was detected. There are alſo 
1d Things related of him yet more atrocious than this, 
the ind by very good Authorities; as, that he ran eager- 
ly to view her Body after ſhe was kill'd ; that he 
handled her Limbs, diſparaging ſome and praiſing 
others; and being a-dry, call'd for Liquor, and drank 
z he ſtood ſurveying her. Yet was he not able 
either then or afrerwards to bear the Conſcience of 
tis Wickedneſs, tho* the Soldiers, the Senate, and the 


Baie People ratify'd it by their congratulating him upon 
ſtaid, : He often confeſs'd he was haunted by his Mother's 
efſelsMWChoſt, and that the Furies purſu'd him with their 

and WM Whips and their flaming Brands. He alſo employ'd 


Mzgicians, to try by their Incantations to raiſe her 


night ume, and appeaſe them. As he travell'd thro' Greece, he 
turn-WMcid not dare to be preſent at the Eleu/inian Rites; at 
n was tte Beginning of which, Proclamation was made by 
Pin- be Crier, for impious and wicked Perſons to-with- 


law, To the Parricide of his Mother, he added 
tie Murder of his Aunt. . When he went to fee her 
s the lay ill of a“ Teneſmus, ſhe ſtroak'd his downy 
tBeard as ſhe us'd to do, and ſaid to him with a 
World of Tenderneſs, FI can but receive the firſt 
Ping of this, I ſhall dye with Pleaſure ; at which he 
un d to thoſe who fate by, and told them he wou d 
at it off immediately, making a Jeſt of what ſhe: 
id, and commanded the Phyſicians to give her a 
igorous Purge. As ſoon as ſhe was dead, he. ſeiz d 
won her Eſtate, and-ſuppreſs'd her Teſtament, that 
Nothing might eſcape him. | 
35. He had two Wives beſide Octavia; Poppæa 
lalina, whoſe Father had been Queſtor, and who was 
wrry'd before to a Roman Knight; and Statillia Mſſah 
4 liua, 


10 
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: A trong Preſſure to eaſe Nature, wit hont being alls 
U do it. 


see the Note, p. 253. 
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Ima, the Grand-Daughter of Taurus, who had been 5: 
Conſul twice and had triumph'd. To obtain her, MW p: 
be murder'd her Husband Atticus Veſtinus the Conſul, Ml hi 
in the Time of his Conſulſhip. Being ſoon weary W ti: 
of Octavia's Embraces, and his Friends chiding him of 
for it, Iis ſufficient, ſays he, that ſhe is allow d to war . 
the Ornaments of my Wife. Having often ſought to 
ſtrangle her in vain, he diſmiſs'd her for being P. 
Barren; and the Pecple diſliking the Divorce, and hi 
not ſparing to exclaim againſt it, he baniſh'd her, MW Fr 
At laſt he put her to Death for Adulteries, the WM Ac 
Charge of which was ſo impudent and falſe, that all M in 


who were examin'd againſt her denying it upon the Wl pa 


Rack, he ſuborn'd Anicetus his Pedagogue to accuſe 
her, who confeſs'd he had corrupted her by a Wile. WM Str 
He marry'd Poppæa the twelfth Day after OZavia'sM ger 
Divorce, and lov'd her entirely: Yet even Her he Po 
kill'd with a Kick, becauſe ſhe reproach'd him for WM 1 
returning late from his Charioteering, tho' ſhe was 4;!: 
then great with Child and indiſpos d. By her he «©; 
had his Daughter Clandia * Auguſta, whom he loſt in WM fic 
her Infancy. There was no ſort of Kindred who WM for 
did not ſuffer by his Barbarity. Antonia, the Daugh- pal 
ter of Claudius, refuſing to marry him after Pope gre 
Death, he executed her for plotting againſt him. In ric 


like manner he put to Death others who were te- fic 
lated to him in any Degree. - ANLLE them, Au Ry 
Plantius à Youth; and having firſt deſil'd him / Co: 
Force, Now, ſays he, my* Mother may go and kiſs my Sor 
Succeſſor ; for he gave out he was Agrippina's Minion, I the 
and was prompted by her to entertain Hopes of the tin 
Empire. His Son- in-Law Rufinus Criſpinus, Poppes 5 but 
Son, who was under Age, he commanded to exp 
puſh'd inte the Sex by his own Slaves as he wa ind 
fiſhing, becauſe 'twas ſaid he us'd-to play at being: 
General and an Emperor. He baniſh'd Tuſcus, bis 


Nurſe's Son, . becauſe when he was Procurator 0 
Egypt, 


— nh 
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Wbt, he had waſh'd in the Baths which were pre- 
par d for him againſt his * Arrival, He compell'd 
his Preceptor Seneca to deſtroy himſelf: Tho' often- 
times when he ask'd to be diſmiſs'd from Court, and 
offer d to ſurrender his Eſtate, he ſolemnly ſwore, 
He ſuſpected him without Reaſon ; for he wou d periſb ſoon- 
„ than do him Harm. Having promis'd Burrus, the 
prefect of his Guard, a Medicine for a Swelling in 
his Throat, he ſent him a Poyſon. His rich old 
Freedmen, who had promoted his Adoption and his 
Advancement to the-Empire, and had ſupported him 
in it, he took off by Poyſon, which he gave them 
partly in their Meat and partly in their Drink. 

36. Nor did he rage with leſs Cruelty againſt 
Strangers and Foreigners. A blazing Star, which is 
generally believ'd to bode Deſtruction to Sovereign 
Powers, had appear'd for ſeveral Nights: Being 
anxious about this, as ſoon as he underſtood by Ba- 
nt the Aſtrologer, that it was uſual for Kings to 
expiate ſuch Portents by ſome extraordinary Blood- 
ſhed, and + transfer them upon their Nobles; he 
form'd a Reſolution to cut off every one of princi- 
pal Qulity. He determin'd this the rather and with 
greater Appearance of Reaſon, becauſe two Conſpi- 
cies happen'd to break out juſt at the Time: The 
firſt and moſt dangerous of which was that of Piſo at 
Rome, the other was YVinicius's at Benewentum. The 
Conſpirators on their Trial pleaded in treble Chains : 
dome of them freely confeſs'd the Crime, and o- 
thers juſtify'd it, and ſaid, there was no Way to ſerve 
him who wis blemiſh'd with the blackeſt Villanies, 
but to kill him. The Children of the Offenders were 
expell'd the City, and either poyſon'd or ſtarv'd ; 
and ſome of them, tis known, with their W 

y : IT; an 


* ä 


* 4t Alexandria. 
t Claudius had alſo us'd the ſame Expedient to avoid 
an Omen, p. 336. 
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and the Slaves who carry'd their Satchels afte 
them to School, were murder'd' as they were ; 
Dinner, and others were forbidden to uſe any Mean 
to get their daily Bread. „ 
37. After this, he put to Death whomever be 
pleas d, without Diſtinction or Reſerve, and upon an 
Occaſion. Not to mention many; It was objected t 
Salvidienus Orfitus, that he had let out three Apartment 
in his Houſe by the Forum, for the + Deputies of the 


Cities to meet in; and to Caſſius Longinus a Lawyet Ml nm 
and who had loſt his Eyes, that among the Image J 
of his Family he kept one of C. Caſſius who aſſaſſim. if h 
ted Ceſar; and to Petus Thraſea, that he had a ſoui vers, 
Countenance and look'd Iike a Pedagogue. Thoſe 
* whom he commanded to diſpatch. themſelves, he a * 
 low'd no longer Time for it than an Hour: And to 
prevent any Delay, he order'd Surgeons to attend VV 
them, to Cure thoſe out of hand who linger d; for ſo he A 
| =o cutting open the Veins to bleed them to Death 
There was an Egyptian an enormous Eater, who us fa 
to devour raw Fleſh and any thing that was ſet be. he r 
fore him; and, tis thought, he had a great mind to plea 
give him living Men to tear them in Pieces and el the 
them. Being wonderfully exalted at his ſucceeding Stre 
in all this, he ſaid, No Prince before him knew the En. 
tent of his Power; and often let fall plain Intimations MM vit! 
| that he wou'd not ſpare even the. reſt of the Sen: yet 
; 2 | | 3 dots Ane 
They were call'd Capſorii, from Capſa, s Sa 
j This Cuſtom ts alſo mention'd by Javenal : I] t 
: , | 0 5 
| Quem ſequitur cuſtos anguſtæ vernula Capſe, - 
wy Sat. 10, Fire 
1 So ſmall an Elf, that when the Days_gre foul, _ 
f He and his Satchel muſt be borne to School. 
I,tr. Dryden. 


+ Who reſided at Rome on account of ſeme Affair! 1 
their ſeveral Towns. 
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tors, and that he deſign'd to aboliſh the Order 
out of the Republick, and commit the Goverument 
of the Provinces to the Roman Knights and to his 
Freedmen : And *tis certain, that neither Fang 
nor going he wou'd grace any of them with, a Kiſs, 
nor return their Salutation. And when he began 
his Work of cutting thro' the + H:’ he wiſh'd 
loud in the Hearing of a vaſt Multitude, That jt 
might prove fortunate for Him and for the Roman People, 


afte 
re 3 
Mean 


er he 
n an 
ed t 
ment! 
of the 


Wye making no Mention of the Senate. 
nage 38. Yer he neither ſpar'd the People nor the Walls 
Tina 


his Native Country, Somebody ſaying in Col 


four verſation, 


Those 
he al 
nd to A1 | | 
trend When I am dead, let the whole World expire, 
ſo bell And Heav'n and Earth be all involv'd in Fire. 


{ 


"uz Juv] , ] , | 


heath GED = 75 

us ON 1. fays he, I Ce, while I am alive. And indeed 
t be. be made his Words good: For pretending to be diſ- 
1d rol pleas'd with the Deformity of the old Buildings, and 
d cath the Narrowneſs and inconvenient Turnings of the 
ding Streets, he ſer the City on fire ſo openly, that ſeve- 


e Ex 
ions, 
den 
tot, 


al Conſular Men caught his Officers in their Houſes 
vith Tow and lighted Torches in their Hands, and 
jet did not dare to ſeize them, but let them go. 

And having a ſtrong Fancy for the Ground, _ 
** 1 7 5 $544 ** 5 Whic 


* — — 
— — * — 


a. as. * 8 | "IT 
by * 


tell. 5 ar 1 SN IU <2 
f Of Achaia, p. 362. 
. * The Meaning of theſe Words is, Let Earth and Hea- 
, ren be mingled together in Ruine. For the Word Ilve, 
. 1% Fire, which is one of. the Elements according to the Philo- 
ſhy of the Antients, Fgnifies Heaven in general; but it 
par neceſſary to tranſlate it literally, becauſe Nero in B 
den. Arſver plainly underſtands it fo, aluding to his burning 
the City: And Suetonius himſelf takes it ſo, by ſaying, 
17 % blaneq; ita fecit, he made his Words good; 1, e. he 
|: Rome, the Capital of the World, on fire. 


nued to rage; and the People being diſlodg'd, were 


Temples of the Gods which had been vow'd and de. 
dicated by the Kings, and in the Punick and Gali; 
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which ſome Barns ſtood, near his * Golden Lodging, he 
beat them down with battering Engines, becauſe the 
Walls being of Stone would not yield to the Flames; 
For ſix Days and ſeven Nights this Calamity conti. 


forc'd to fhelter themſelves among the Tombs and 
Sepulchres of the Dead. Then beſide an infinite 
Number of common Houſes, were laid in Aſhes the 
Dwellings of celebrated Generals in former Times, 
nobly adorn'd with Spoils of the Enemy, and the 


Wars; and whatever Relicks and Monuments of 


Antiquity had been hitherto preſerv'd. He behel( : 
the Burning from Mæcenas s Tower, being wonder. 
fully delighted with the Lovelineſs, as he term d it, ¶ 
the Flames, and ſinging; in his Player's Habit, 1 1 
Deſtruſtion of 2 And that he might ſecure the f. 
Spoil and Booty for himſelf, he promis d to remove yy 
the dead Bodies and the Rubbiſh at his own Ex. 
-pence, and fo permitted none to come near to look 
after any Goods which were left. And he not only e, 
accepted a Contribution, but even ſollicited for it. © 
and thereby almoſt exhauſted the Provinces and the 
Eſtates of private Men. w 
39. Theſe Miſchiefs and Diſtreſſes which th p. 
Prince himſelf inflicted on the People, were allo I 
accompany'd with ſome which were accidental. 4% 7; 
a Peſtilence, of which ſo many dy'd in one Autumn, 
that thirty Thouſand Funerals were enter'd in the 
Books of the Goddeſs X Libitina; and a Defeat in 
Britain 
| 
* See p. 373. : 4 
+ Toward his own Loſs, tis likely ; for the Charge , 1 
elearing the Ruines he took upon himſelf. e 
X The Goddeſs of Funerals, in whoſe Temple all Thing *g 
neceſſary for Funerals were ſold 5 and an Account, it Jeem! , 
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tritain, in which 4+ two of the principal Towns 
were loſt, and a Multitude of Citizens and Allies 
pur to the Sword; and a Dilgrace in the Eaſt, the 
Legions being ſent under the Yoke, and Syria it ſelf 
ſcarcely maintain'd. Ir is ſurpriſing and a very re- 
markable Circumſtance, that amid all this he took 
nothing more patiently than che Curſes and Re- 
p:0aches which were thrown upon him, and treated 
one more gently than thoſe who laſh'd him in Sa- 
tires and Libels. Several were written in Greek and 
Lain, and made Publick ; ſuch as theſe, 


Nez, Ogi, AxHͤ;ur, Mn N. 
Nerv;4p0Y Ney, idias wy Tee a7iK[eyer. 


Nero, Orsftes, and Alemæon flew 

Their Mothers all, and did with Rage purſue ; 
But double Murder was by Nero done, 

Who flew a Mother and a Mits in one. 


Ouir negat Æueæ magna de ſtirpe Neronem ? 
- * * * 
Suſtulit hic Matrem, ſuſtulit ile Patrem. 


Who will deny that N-ro draws his Line 
From Great £Zneas, and is next of Kin? 
The firſt took off his aged Sire, and r'other; 
The World is ſenſible, took off his Mother. 


S 1 Dam 


* _ 


— 


it Colcheſter and London. 

' The Satire of theſe Verſes lies in the Turn upon the 
nd ſuſtulit, which in Latin ſignifies both to carry away, 
Man carries @ Burden (and thus Eneas ſuſtulit Pa- 
em, took or carry'd away his Father from the Ruines 
Troy) and to murder, (and thus Nero ſuſtulit Ma- 
em, took off his Mother.) 
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1 Dum tenait cit haram noſter, dum cornua Parthin, 
Nofter eris * Pean, ile || Exa]nCentemns. 


While Nero does his merry Harp prepare, 
And his tough Bow the Parthian ſtrings for Wy 
(To give the Praiſe their diff ring Merits claim) 
Nero may juſtly carry Pæan's Name, 

And the bold Parihian the Far-ſbooter's Fame. 


Roma domns fiet ; Veios migrate Quirites, 
Si non & V.ios occupat iſta domus. 


All Rome is now a ſingle # Houſe ; away 
To Vu, Citizens, your Goods convey, th 


At lzaſt if this proud Houſe has left you Room, of 
And not devour'd the Town before you come, 


Yer he never-enquir'd after the Authors ; and whe 
the Names of ſome were given in to the Senate | 
forbad them to be ſeverely puniſh'd. As he v 
paſſing along, 1jidorus the Cynick revil'd him alo 
in Publick, That he ſung the ill Actions of - Naupli 


| 
4 


— * — 


5 : brat 

+ There is a Turn in theſe Lines upon the Word tend ,, 
which ſignifies to ſtrain the Wires of a Harp, and or 
Kring a Bow. The Parthians were fam'd for the Art ¶ fc 
Shooting, and Nero was fond of handling the Harp. on 
An Epit het belonging to Apollo, who was kill df 
in the Harp and the Bm; it ſignifies an Aſſusg i pm 
i. e. of Pain or Sorrow, by his Harmony. has. 


[1 Par-fhooter, Another of Apollo Epithets, Mi tt: j; 


quently given him in Homer. | ur 
+ Aluding to Nero's making his Golden Lodgiſi ge u 
12 3739 take up ſuch 4 vaſt Compaſs of Ground. uin: 


The Fat her of Palamedes, who in Revenge of be in 
Son's being murder d by U lyſſes, made falſe Signs #0 whic| 
Grecian Fleet returning from Troy, and ſo caui dd th 
49 ſplit upau the Ricks, 5 
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p:l, and uf d his own good Qualities ill. And Datus, an 

4, W actor of Atellanic Farces, in a Song which began 

THE md Te, UNiavs wn Tie, Farewell Father, farewell 

Mother, painted it to the Life by his Motions, ſome- 

MW tines imicating Drinking and ſometimes Swimming, 

WY © ſignify the Deaths of Claudius and Agrippina; and 
im) it the Cloſe, 


Orcus vobis ducit prides, 
And Pluto waits for You, 


he plainly pointed out the Senate by his Poſtures. 
Yet Nero took no farther Notice of the Player and 
the Phi oſopher than to expel them the City and out 
om, Wl of 1raly, either from a Contempt of Infamy, or left 
ome. WI be ſhou'd provoke the Wits againſt him more, if he 
expreſs'd any Concern. 

| wie . The World having now borne ſuch a Prince 
ate WY :Imoſt fourteen Years, at length forſook him and 
he vl threw him off; the Gaul: firſt leading the Way, un- 
alot der the Command of Julius Pindex, who was Pro- 
aupl'UY pretor of the Province. It had been foretold to Nero 

Tl by the Aſtrologers, that a Time wou'd come when 
be ſhou'd be deſerted ; which occaſion'd that celle. 
brated Saying of his, 19 774440 4 ahon yate Seger, 


' tend V Artiſt can live in any Country: And therefore he 
ani thought himſelf the more juſtify'd in practiſing Mu- 
e Ant ck fo diligently ; for it was a pleaſing Diverſion to 
1517 tim while he was Emperor, and might be the Means 
Al 


o ſubſiſt him if he came to be a private Man. Yet 
ſug WY foe aſfur d him if he were depos'd, he ſhou'd ſtill ob. 
ia the Dominion of the Eaſt ; others promis'd him 
ets, the Kingdom of Jadæa by Name, and moſt declar'd he 
wou'd be entirely reſtor d to his former Condition. 
tle was the more inclin'd to expect this, becauſe Bri. 
tain and Armenia being both loſt and again recover'd, 
e imagin'd he had already ſuffer'd the Misfortunes 
wich were deſtin'd to befall him. Having conſult- 
© the Oracle of Apollo WN and being warn'd 

2 | co 
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to beware of the ſeventy-third Year ; as if he ſhov'yMvs: 
not die till then, he never once thought of Ga 
Age, but was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded he ſhou'd live 
to old Age, and enjoy a perpetual and uncom. 
mon Felicity, that loſing ſome Things of Value by 
a Shipwreck, he ſccupled not to ſay among his 
Friends, The * Fiſhes wou'd bring them to him again. He 
heard of the Inſurrections in both the Gauls upon the 
{ame t Day that he kill'd his Mother, and receive 
the News ſo calmly and in fo ſecure a manner, that 
he made People think he was glad he had now an 
Opportunity by the Right of War to plunder thoſe 
wealthy Provinces. He went directly to the Gyms 
ſium, and beheld the Combats as merrily as ever 
Being interrupted at Supper with Advices of more 
Commotions, his Paſſion roſe no higher than t 
throw out ſome Menaces againſt the Revolters. In 
a Word, for eight Days together he anſwer'd nc 


Letters, nor iſſu d any Inſtructions or Orders, buli de 
let the Matter ſleep. | then 
41. At length being rouz'd by the contumeliou it / 
and frequent Edicts of Vindex, he exhorted the Senat 4 
in a Letter to do Juſtice ro him and the Republic ?-" 
and revenge them; excuſing his not attending them fili 
in Perſon by reaſon of an Inflammation in his Throat been 
Nothing gaul'd him ſo much, as that they deridef bet. 
him for a miſerable Harper, and call'd him Zn Hea 
barbus inſtead of Nero; and he even declar'd he wou deav 
reſume his Family-Name, which was now caſt upo that 
him in Diſgrace, and lay aſide that of his Adoption fore 
The other Reflection, as if there were no Shadow of *+ - 
Truth in it, he refuted no farther than to ſay, - 
oa 2 ut 

5 | firſt 

apts IS. Ente 
* Alluding perhaps to the Story of Polycrates of 1 © tl 
mos, who throwing a Ring into the Sea, found it in i [civic 
Belly of @ Fiſh the next Day at Dinner. | comp 
priva 

in A 


+ Upon the ſame Day of the ſame Month in another Ti 
I Sce p. 353. 
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111 ery abſurd to object Unskilfulneſs to Him, who had 
uten ſuch Pains about the Art, and brought it to ſuch 
??rfeffion; and was often asking every one, if they 
new of any Body that excell'd him. But freſh Meſ- 
engers continually following upon the Heels of the 
former, he return'd to Rome in a great Conſterna- 
ton; but he was put in hearra little by a frivolous 
Auſpice he met in the Way: Obſerving carv'd out 
won a Monument, a Gallic Soldier vanquiſh'd by a 
zaman Knight, and dragg'd by the Hair of his Head, 
he leap'd for Joy at the Sight, and worſhipp'd to- 
wird Heaven. Yet when he arriv'd, he neither aſ- 
ſembled the Senate nor the People to lay the Affair 
before them; but inviting ſome of the Chief Men 
to his own Houſe, after a haſty Conſultation, he en- 
tertain'd them the reſt of the Day with an Organ of a 
new Kind never known before, and ſhewing them the 
ſereral Parts of the Invention, and diſcourſing about 
the Nature and Difficulty of the Inſtrument, he told 
them he deſign'd to introduce it upon the Theatre, 
if Vindex wou'd permit him. 

42. But when he knew that Galla and both the 
Hains were revolted, he ſunk at once, and his Spirits 
filing, he lay ſpeechleſs a long Time as if he had 
been dead. As ſoon as he recover'd from his Swoon, 
be tore his Garments, and beating himſelf about the 
Head, cry'd out, He was undone. His old Nurſe en- 
devouring to comfort him, and putting him in mind 
that the ſame Things had befallen other Princes be- 
fore him, His Sufferings, he anſwer'd, were beyond them 
al, and were without Example ; for He loſt his Empire 
vile he was alive. Yet did he not omit or abate any 
Part of his uſual Luxury and Sloth ; but upon the 
firſt good Tidings from the Provinces, at a very rich 
Entertainment he broke out into jocular Verſes up- 
on the Leaders of the Revolt, ſinging them to la- 
ſcivious Tunes which were vulgarly known, and ac- 
company'd them with proper Geſtures. And being 
privately convey'd to the Theatre, he ſent Word to 
in Actor who pleas'd = SpeQators wonderfully, 


3 | That 
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- That he made too bold with the Employment, of t W002 
Emperor yith 


43 At the Beginning of the Tumults, tis believd Minn 
he immediately took ſcveral Reſolutions inexpreſſi. n p. 
bly barbarous and vile, yet not in the leaſt incon. Niers 
ſiſtent with his natural Inclination and Temper, As, Wi ic 
To ſend new Officers to fucceed the Generals and my, 
Governors of the Provinces, and a Set of Afſaſlines Mi 
ro cut their T hroats, for being all involv'd in a Con. rt. 
fpiracy againſt him, and promoting the ſame Deſign; Wto!! 
To butcher the Exiles in all Parts, and all the Nx. Wm 
tives of Gaul that were in the City; the firſt, leſt Wiſp 
they ſuou'd join the Revolters, and the others 25 lic 
Accomplices with their Countrymen, and Abetrors Wie 
of them: To give up both the Gaul- to be plundetd co 
by the Armies: To poyſon the whole Senate at Eu lou 
tertainments, and fer the City on fire, and let looſe nian 
the Wild Beaſts among the People, that they might MW 45 
not be able to ſtop the Progreſs of the Flames. But de 
being deterr'd from this, not ſo much out of Re. Nc 
pentance as Deſpair of executing it; and believing MW" 
it was neceſſary to take the Field in Perſon, he dit. d: 
plac'd the Conſuls before the Time, and aſſum'd the ¶ ou 
Conſulſhip alone, as if the Fates had ordain'd that Ie 
Gaul cou'd not be conquer'd but by a Conſul, er 
Having taken Poſſeſſion of the Faſces, as he was go- rely 
ing out from Table, he lean'd on the Shoulders of = 

Wit 


| his familiar Friends, and declar'd, as ſoon as he ar- 
riv'd in the Provinces he wou'd preſent himſelf be. 
fore the Troops, unarm'd, and do nothing but weep; | 
and that when the Revolters were recover'd to their 
Duty, the next Day, amid the common Rejoicing, | 
he wou'd fing a Triumphant Song, which therefore | 
he ought ro compoſe * out of hand. 

44: In preparing for his Expedition, his firſt Care 
was to provide Carriages for tranſporting his Muli- 


cal Inſtruments, and to have the Concubines he — 
| along 


— 
* — _.. — — 


— 


| — — 


* That he might hade it ready againſt the Time. 
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bog with him trimm'd like Men, and to arm them 
vith the Axes and Shields of Amazons. Then he 
ammon'd the City Tribes to come in and Lift ; and 
„ proper Perſons appearing, he demanded the Ma- 
ters to ſupply him with ſo many Slaves, nor wou'd 
e accept of any but the principal Servants of a Fa- 
nily, not exculing even the Stewards and Amanuen- 
„ He commanded all the Orders to advance a 
Part of their Eſtates, and that the Tenants of private 
Houſes, and the meaneſt Tnhabirants, ſhould pay an 
mual Penſion to the Treaſury. He was alſo very 
krupulous and ſtrict as ro the Sort of Money in 
which they paid him, requiring freſh Pieces, the beſt 
Filver, and try d Gold. Moſt therefore flatly refus'd 
v contribute any thing, inſiſting that the Iaformers 
hou'd rather be obligd to refund their f Pre- 
niums. | 
45. The People were alſo put into a Flame againſt” 
the Champions he employ'd in his Shews, by a Scar- 
tity of Proviſions which fell out at the Time: For 
it happen'd, that in a Publick Famine it was report- 
ed a Ship was arriv'd from Alexandria, and had 
brought nothing but |} Duſt for the Emperor's' 
Wieſtlers. Their Hatred therefore being univerſal- 
h excited againſt him, there was no kind of Contu- 
rely which he did not undergo, Somebody clapp'd 
little Chariot upon the Top of one of his Statues, 
With an Inſcription in Greek, Thou art now a X Com- 
84 | batant- 


W EI 
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See p. 77. 

See DP. 359. 

A fine Sand to ſtrew the Place where they wreſt led. 

At once deriding him for debaſing himſelf to a Cam- 
nn Racer, and intimating the Tim: was now come when 
te hen d not play the Charioteer in Feſt, but all the Skill 
t was Maſter of, won d be neceſſary te keep himſelf from 
king thrown out of the Seat of the Government, and loſing 
Ihe Empire. | 
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batant indeed, and, Away, \ drag on. A Satchel w; 
hung about the Neck of another, with theſe Words, 
This :s the vet I can give thee, but thou haſt deſerved 4 
* Sack, It was alſo wrote upon the Pillars, Thou ha 
rai: d ihe f Cocks with thy Singing, And in the Night 
ſeveral Perſons pretending to quarrel with their 

Slaves, call'd our very often, 4 Vindex, A Vindex. 
46 Beſide theſe Things, he was terrify'd with ap. 
parent Portents, both old and new, of Dreams, and 
Auſpices and Omens. When his Mother was mut. 
der'd, tho* he never us'd to dream before, he thought 
in his Sleep, that the t Rudder of a Ship which he 
was feering was torne out of his Hand, and that 
his Wii: * OZavia dragg'd him into a thick Dark. 
neſs, and ſometimes that he was cover'd with a Mul. 
titude of winged (+) Emmets ; and ſometimes that he 
Way 


4 . I” „ * * 
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» Lat. Traheret tandem: An Expreſſion ufd amm 
the Chariot cers, when the Driver was tumbled from hi 
Seat and arogg d along by his Horſes, which uſually aft 
bim hi: L fe It alludes to Nero's being depriv'd of thei 
Governmeit, and perhaps put to Death. 
* The Pu ſienent of one who murder d his Parents. It ſgni- 
fes that Nero deſerv'd to ſuffer it for killing his Mother. 
f 4 Pn upon the Latin Word Gallus, which ſiznifer Ml p 
equally a Cock and a Native of Gaul; And according) 
the Satire has a double Meaning; That with hu vil. 
Screaming he wak'd the Cocks at Midnight, and that by 0 
his devoting himſclf to thoſe Effeminacies, and neglefing 7 
Publick Affaire, he encourag'd the Gauls to revolt. 1 
0 
8 
80 


The Proper Name of Vindex the Governor of Gaul, 
who was in Arms againſt Nero: it alſo ſignifies an 
Avenger. 0 

t Portending his loſing the Supreme Command. J 

X He had divorc'd and then baniſb d her, and 41 
la? put her to Death upon p-rjur'd. Evidence of his om | 
ſuborning. This boded he ſhou'd follow her to the Shade. 
below. Accordingly he kill'd himſelf upon the Day that 
ſhe had been executed. | 

(t) Shewing he ſbou d beaſſaulted by the eurag d Populac Wl” 
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vis ſurrounded by the -+ National Statues dedica- 
red at Pompey's Theatre, and ſtopp'd from going on: 
That a Spaniſh Gennet which he wonderfully ad- 
mir'd, was transform'd in the hinder Part of his Bo- 
ly into an * Ape; and his Head alone remaining un- 
chang'd, he neigh'd a Muſical Tune. The Doors of 
the Ma»ſoleum flew open of their own accord, and a 
tVoice was heard ſummoning him by Name. The 
Lares being || adorn'd on the Kalends of January, fell 
down as the Sacrifice was preparing. As he was 
king Omen at his entring upon a new Office, Spormus 
reſented him with a Ring, in the Diamond of which 
was engraven, the Xx Rape of Proſerpine. And upon 
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F Statues erected in Honour of ſeveral Nations under 
th Roman Command. | 

* Signifying perhaps, that Galba, who declar d againſt 
kim in Spain, ſhou'd force Nero, after all his Pride and 
Tyranny, to end his Days in a contemptible Manner: And 
the Muſical Neighs ſeem to allude to his miſerable Singing, 
phich he was extravagantly vain of all his Life-time, 
md even at his Death he ſhew d this lay next his Heart 


Like that of Sicheus calling his Wife Dido from his 
mb, 


_ 
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Preterea fuit in tectis de marmore templum, &c. 
Virg. En. 4. 

Marble Temple ſtood within the Grove, 

Sarred to Death and to her murther d Love: 

That honour'd Chapel ſbe had hung around 

With Snowy Fleeces, and with Garlands crown'd. 

Of: when ſhe wiſited this lonely Dome, 

Strange Voices iſſu'd from her Husbana"s Tomb ; 

She thought ſhe heard him ſummon her away, 

Invite her to his Grave, and chide her Stay. 


Mr. Dryden. 


Il Dreſs d with Flowers. 

X Pluto, the Gd of the Dead, carry d Proſerpine 
Un with him to 15: Shades; and this ſignified Nero 
lid now deſcend thither. | 
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the Day of ordaining the Vows, at which there was Wie 
a vaſt Concourſe of all the Orders, the Keys of the Mo 
Capitol cou'd ſcarcely be found. When he told the Mind 
Senate in an Oration he made before them again ls 
Vindex, That the Guilty ſben d be puniſh'd, and ſhor:ly Whit 
mect their deferved End, they all cry'd out in a Body, Ur. 
And ſo wilt thou Avguſtus. It was alſo obſerv'd, that pur 
the laſt Play he ſung in Publick, was Oedipus in Exile, ¶ lut 


and thet he concluded with this Verſe, he l 
Farr 
Onayday A avwn obyſap@, wing, mnt, bent 
( 
My Wife and Mother, and my Father, all « 
Doom me to Death, and hunt me to my Fall. mth 
47. In the mean time Advice arriving that other 4 
Armies were a:fo revolted, he tore the Letters in. |; 
Pieces that were deliver'd to him at Dinner, and ＋ 
threw down the Table, and daſh'd againſt the 1 
Ground two fine Bowls he had a great Va'ue for, ag 
and us'd to call Homerian, from ſome Verſes of Hemi "hs 
inſcrib'd about them. And cauſing Locaſta to bring * 
him a Doſe of Poyſon, he put it into a Golden Boy, . 
and went into the * Servilian Gardens, and ſending un 
off the moſt truſty of his Freedmen to O. to pre- ; 
pare a Fleet, he ſounded the Tribunes and Centuri- *y 
ons of the Pretorian Guard, whether they would tin 
bear him Company in his Flight. But ſome de. r 
clining it, and others directly refuſing, and on wee: 
even Crying out Mile 
+ Uſque adeone mori miſerum eſt? uh 
Is it ſo terrible a Thing to die? his E 
| W |; 
he debated ſeveral Things in his Mind; as, wheti - 
he ſhou'd in a ſubmiſſive Manner throw himſelf I au 
k = 
| = 
— Wn 
So call d from the Servilii, a Noble Family at Rome ſerit 
t 4 Verſe of Virgil, Zn. 12. Turmus ſays it 10 l li 


Siſter, who advis d him to ſave his Life by Flight, 
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the Mercy of the Parthians or Galba# or put on 
Mourning Weeds and preſent himſelf ro:the People, 
nd before the Roſtra paſſionately beg them roaforgive 
is paſt Abuſes, and if he cou'd not ſucceed 
that they wou'd at leaſt permit him to hold th 
PrefeFure of Azypr. And a Speech was afterwards 
fund in his Scrutore prepar'd upon this Subject. 
But 'tis thought he was deterr'd from doing ſo, leſt 
te hou'd be rorne in Pieces before he got into the 
fm. Suſpending his Reſolution therefore till the 
ent Day, he wak'd about Midnight, and perceivin 
the Guards were withdrawn, he leap'd out of Bed, 
ind ſent round about for his Friends; and hearing 
rething from any of them, he went himſelf with a 
tw Attendants to their Dwellings ; but finding the 
Doors faſt ſhur, and no body anſwering from with» 
n, he return'd to his Chamber. In the mean time 
tie Centries were fled, and had carry'd. off the Bed- 
ng, and his Box of Poyſon was alſo remov'd. Up- 
en this he immediately ſent for Spicillus the Mirmilla, 
ir any Swordſman, to diſpatch him; and no body 
being found, Have 7 then, ſays he, neitker Friend 
ur Enemy? and ruſh'd out as if he deſign'd to caſt 
timſelf into the Tiber. | 
48. But this Tranſport of Rage ſubſiding, he 
looked after ſome private Lurking-Place to ſhelter 
iimſelf in, while he recover'd his Spirits; and Pon 
lis Freedman offering him his Country-Hoaſe, be- 
tween the Salarian and Nomentane Way, about four 
Miles from the City; barefooted as he was, and in 
lis Tunic, he threw an old weather-beaten Cloke 
wer him, and covering up his Head, and binding 
lis Handkerchief before his Face, he mounted on 
Horſeback, attended only by four Perſons, among 
hom was Sports. But on a ſudden an Earthquake 
nd a Flaſh of Lightning put him into a Panick Ter- 
ur, and he heard the Soldiers in the neighbouring 
(amp ſhouting, and wiſhing Ruin to him and Pro- 
berity to Galba, and a Traveller who paſs'd by, ſay 
0 his Companions, They are purſuing Nero; and _ 
ther 
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the 25k, What: News in the City about Nero? H 
Horſe ſtarting at the Stench of a dead Carkaſs up 
the Road, the Cloath fell from his Face, and he wu 
known by an old Pretorian Soldier, who ſaluted hin 
by his Name As ſoon as they came to a Turning tei 
quitred their Horſes among the Thickets and Briar 
and with a World of Dithculty (being oblig'd t 
ſpread his Garments under his Feet to help him: 
long) he eſcap'd thro' a Reedy Ground to a Wi 
over againſt Phaon's Houſe. Phaon preſſing him ti 
conceal himſelf in the mean time in a Sand. Pit, hy 
refus'd it, ſaying, He wen d not go under Ground alive 
And waiting a little, while they found a ſecret 
Paſſage to the Houſe, he took ſome Water out of 
Ditch in his Hand and drank it; This, ſaid he, j Ne 
ro's * boil'd Water. He pick'd off the Briars whic 
ſtuck in his Cloke, and crawling upon all four thro 
a Hole they had beat down to let him into the Houſ 
he threw himſclf upon a poor Flock-Bed in the fir 
Chamber he came to, with only an old threadbyr 
Cloke for a Coverlet. Being very hungry then and 
dry, they brought him ſome dirty Bread, which h 
refus'd ; but he drank a little Water warm'd. 

49. Every body preſſing him now to fave himſe. 
from thoſe Indignities which hung over his tea 
he caus'd a Grave to be made before his Face, exatt 
ly to the Dimenſions of his Body, and any Pieces « 
Marble that they cou'd find to be laid together, ant 
Water and Wood to be provided for the cleanſn 
his Body, weeping as often as he look'd upon thel 
Preparations, and often ſaying, Mat an Artif 
loſt in me! As he linger'd, a Meſſenger of Pham 
bringing in Letters, he ſnatch'd them out of | 
Hands, there he read, that he was declar'd an Ene 


. 4 
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2 It was Nero's Invention, ſays Pliny, fo bail þ 
Water, and cool it in a Glaſs with Snow; that he mig 
have the Pleaſure of the Coolncſs without the Prejudict 
it. 
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by the Senate, and was ſought after to be puniſh'd More 
Majorum: Upon which he ask'd what Kind of Pu- 
niſhment that was, and Err: as was to be 
ſtripp'd naked, to have his Neck faſten'd between 
two Poles, and to be beaten to Death with Rods, 
he was frighten'd ; and — up two Daggers 
he had brought with him, try'd the Edges of both, 
and then laid them down again, pretending, his fatal 
Hour was not yet come. Sometimes he ſpoke to Sporus 
to begin his Lamentations and Wailings, and ſome- 
times he begg'd ſome Body wou'd ſhew him how to 
die by an Example, and then again he rally'd his 
own Dilatoripeſs in theſe Words, 7 live with Diſ- 
grace and Shame; This does not become, this does not 
become Nero. He ought to exert himſelf on ſuch an Oc 
caſſon. Awake then, and rouze up thy ſelf. And now 
the Horſemen, who had Orders to bring him away 
alive, drew near ; as ſoon as he perceiv'd it, he cry'd 
out trembling, 


Irrer u axumdey dui xn Cr var Lana. 
Of ſwift-heel'd Steeds I hear the trampling Sound. 


and thruſt the Dagger to his Throat, by the Aſſiſtance 
of Epaphroditus his Secretary. As he was gaſping, a 
Centurion ruſh'd in, and clapping his Coat to the 
Wound, pretended he was come to his Relief; to 
whom he return'd no other Anſwer, than, 7r is cog 
late, and, Is this your Fidelity ? at which Word he 
expir'd, his Eyes ſtanding out and ſtaring to the Hor. 
ror and Aﬀeright of all who ſaw him. He defir'd 
nothing of his Attendants ſo much, as that his Head 
might not come into any one's Power, but that he 
might by all means be burnt entire ; which was 
granted by [celus, Galba's Freedman, who was juſt 
before releas'd from his Bonds, in which he had been 
put upon the firſt Riſing. 

50. He 


t 4 Verſe in Homer, V. 10. 
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50. He was conſum'd at the Expence of * two 
hundred thouſand Seſterces, his Corps being wrapp'd 
in white Garments woven with Gold, which he had 
worne upon the Kalends of January. His two Nur. 
ſes Ecloge and Alexandria repos'd his Relicks in the 
Monument of the Domitian Family; which is to be 
ſeen from the Campus Martius, and ſtands upon the 
+ Hill of the Gardens, In it is a Sepulchre of Por. 
phyry Marble, with an Altar of Marble of || Lung 
upon it, encompaſs'd with x Thafian Stone. 

5r. His Stature was almoſt of a juſt Proportion, 
his Skin was freckled and foul, his Hair yellow, 
and his Countenance rather comely than handſome: 
His Eyes were grey and dull, his Neck fat and thick, 
his Belly ſtrutting, his Legs ſlender, and his Health 
well eſtabliſh'd and ſtrong. For tho' he was immo. 
deeately luxurious, he had but three Fits of Sickneſs 
in fourteen Years, in which yet he neither abſtain'd 
from Wine, nor from his uſual Courſe of Living. 
In his Garb and Habit he was fo ſhamefully negli. 
gent, that he always wore his Hair in Curls up one 
above another, and in his Progreſs to Achaia he let 
it hang at length behind his Neck. He generally ap. 
pear d in Publick in a looſe Gown, with a Handker- 
chief about his Neck, ungirt and in Slippers, 

52. When he was a Boy, he began ro acquaint 
himſelf with the Liberal Arts. But his Mother diſ. 
ſuaded him from Philoſophy, telling him it was in- 
conſiſtent with an Emperor; and his Preceptor Sene- 
ca drew him off from ſtudying the antient Orations, 
that he might hold him the longer in Admiration of 
himſelf. He apply'd himſelf ro Poetry, and com- 
pos'd Verſes readily and without any Labour ; nor 
did he, as ſome believe, publiſh other Mens for his 

oon. 
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+ It was calld fo from ſome Gardens very flouriſhing 


end fruitful, which lay by it. 


[| A Town of Etruria. 
* Brought from Thaſſus, an 1/and in the Ægean Sta. 


(4: 


Nero CLaupius CxsarR. 309 


wn. 1 have had ſeveral of his Note-Books and Pa- 

es, in which were ſome of his principal Copies 
written with his own Hand, which plainly appear 
not to be tranfcrib'd or penn'd from the Mouth of 
mother, but to be invented by himſelf, and taken 
gown as they came into his Head; there are ſo many 
Blotrings, and ſo many Things ſtruck out and others 
interlin d. 

;3. He had alſo a wonderful Fancy for Painting 
ind working in Plaiſtering. He was extravagantly 
mbit ious of Popularity, and emulated every one 
who in any Way pleas'd the People. An Opinion 
iſp went about, that after he had won the Crowns 
upon the Theatre, he deſrgn'd to enter the Liſts with 
the Wreſtlers at the Olympic Games: For he exercis'd 
wery Day, and always beheld the Grecian Games, 
ſeting like the Judges who awarded the Prize, in 
the Ares upon the Ground; and if any Comba- 
unts gave back too far, he puſh'd them forward with 
his own Hands. Believing he had already equalt d 
Ao in Singing, and the Sun in Charioteering, he 
mended alſo to imitate the Actions of HF. reulesn; and 
Lion, they ſay, was prepar'd, which he was to 
encounter naked, and to kill him wich a Club, or 
ſqueeze him to Death in his Arms in the Amphi- 
theatre in the Sight of all the People. 

(4. Toward the Cloſe of his Life he publickly 
vow'd. that if the Empire was ſecur'd to him, at the 
Game, for his obtaining the Victory, he wou'd bring 
on a Water-Organ, a Chorus of Flures and Bag. Pipes, 
and, upon the laſt Day, a Player who ſhou'd dance 
Tenus in Vrgil. And ſome ſay he kill'd Paris the 
Player, as being a dangerous Rival. t. | 

55. He had an extreme Deſire, tho' he purſu'd it 
very fooliſhly, to eternize . himſelf and make his 
Fame perpetual. He therefore aboliſh'd the antient 
Appeliations of ſeveral Things and Places, and new- 

TRE INT | = nam'd 

* This certainly means he was made tame and weak, 

that ſo Nero might be able to overcome him, 
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nam'd them from himſelf. The Month April he calld 


Neronew, and deſign'd to name Rome Neropolis. 

56. He was an abſolute Contemner of all Religions 
except that of the Syrian Goddeſs : Vet her he after. 
wards ſo much delpis'd, that he defil'd her Image 
with Urine ; being then far gone in another Super. 
ſtition, in which he perſiſted inflexibly. For a certain 
unknown Fellow of the Common People preſenting 
him with a little Image of a Girl, as a Protection 2. 
gainſt Treachery ; and a Conſpiracy being preſently 
diſcover'd, he worfhipp'd it with the higheſt Adora. 
tion, and ſacrific'd to it three times a Day, and woud 
have had it believ'd, that by her Informarion he fore. 
knew future Events. A few Months before he pe. 
riſn'd, he inſpe&ed the Entrails of Beaſts very care. 
fully, but he cou'd find no auſpicious Omen. 

57. He dy d in the thirty-fecond Year of his Age, 
upon the ſame Day that he had murder'd Octavia. His 
Death was receiv d with ſuch Publick Joy, that the 
People ran about the City with their t Caps. Yet 
there were not ſome wanting who for a long Time 
ſtrew'd his Tomb with Vernal and Summer Flowers, 
and ſometimes fet up Images of him in Robes at the 
Reftra, and ſometimes publiſh'd Edits in his Name, 
as if he were alive, and wou'd ſuddenly return to the 
Deſtruction of his Enemies. And Y7elogeſws King of 
the Parthians, ſending Ambaſſadors to the Senate to 
renew the Alliance, earneſtly defir'd them to bonour 
the Memory of Nero. In a Word, when tweary Years 
after, while I was a Youth, there appear'd one of 
an uncertain Condition, who affirm'd himſelf to be 
Nero, the Name was ſo dear to the Parthians, that 
they aſſiſted him zealouſly, and cou'd hardly be in- 
duc'd to deliver him up. 
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2 And the fourt cent h of his Reign. See p. 387. 
+ in Token they had recover d their Liberty. 
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HE Family of the Goſare was extin& 


in Nero; which was- preſignify d by 
ſeveral Omens, of which two were 
ee and clear. Livia, im- 

mediately after her Marriage with Au- 

guſt us, going to her Vila by Feii, an 

Ele flew round her, and let fall into her Lap a 
white Hen with a Laurel-Branch in its Bill, juſt ag 
ſhe held it when the Eagle ſnatchd her up: And 
Lia cauſing the Hen to be taken care of, - and: the 
Laurel to be planted, ſuch a Brood of Chickens was 
produc'd, that the Villa is to this Day call d, The Villa 
ud * Gallinas, The Laurel alſo flouriſh'd ſo abun- 
lantly, that the Ceſars-at their Triumphs gather'd 
their Wreaths from thence, and made it à Cuſtom 


preſently to ſet a new Laurel in the ſame Place. 


And it was obſerv'd, that upon the Death of every 


Emperor, the Tree which he had planted wither'd 


— 


8 
— 


' From Gallina, 4 Hen. 


r 


away. Accordingly, in the laſt Year of Nero, the 
whole Urove of Laurels periſh'd to the Root, and 
all the Chickens that were remaining, dy d. The 
Temple of the Cæſars was alfo ſtruck with Light. 
ning, and the Heads fell off from all the Statues, | 
and Auguſtus s Sceptie was ſhaken out of his Hand. 
2. To N ro ſucceeded Galba, who was in no De. 
gree related to the Cæſars, tho' he was undoubtedly | 
of very noble Quality, and deſcended from an il]u. | 
ſtrious add antient Line. For in the Titles of his | 
Statues he always wrote himſelf Great Grandſon of | 
A. CATULUS CAPITOLINUS: And when he 
was Emperor, he affix'd a Genealogical Table in his 
Hall, in which he trac'd up his Paternal Original to 
Jupiter, and his Maternal to Paſiphae the Wife of Mi. | 
20s. It wou'd be tedious to mention the Images and 
Monuments of all the Line; I ſhall therefore briefly ? 
relate thoſe of his particular Branch. ; 
3. Who of the Sulpicii firſt bore the Cognomen of 
Galba, and why or from whence he aſſum'd it, is 
uncertain. Some think that he fir'd a Town in Spain, 
which had been long beſieg d in vain, with Torches $ 
dipt in Galbanum ; and others, that in a continu'd B 
Indiſpoſition which hung upon him, he conſtantly 
wore about him a certain Remedy wrapp'd in Wool 
call'd a Galbeum ; and ſome, becauſe he was a fat 
bulky.Man, which the Gaul term Galba; or on the 
contraty, becauſe he was very ſlender, like the Ani- 
mals that breed in Oaks, and are call'd Galbe. Ser- 
gius Galba, a Conſular Man, added to the Reputation | 
of the Family, being one of the moſt eloquent Per- 
ſons in his Time. Tis ſaid, that being made Pretor 
of Spain, he perfidiouſly put thirty thouſand Laſtani- 
ans to the Sword, and thereby drew on the War 
with Yiriatzs. His Grandſon, who had been Ju, 
Cæſar's Lieutenant in Gaul, being enrag d againſt him 
7 95 15 : | ©: ,*þecaule 
> e — 


* The ſame as repair d the Capitol, p. 8. from whenct 
be had the Cognomen of Capitolinus. 
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lecauſe he was defeated: of the Conſulate, join'd in 
he Conſpiracy with Caſſius and Brutus, and was con- 
temn'd for it by the Pcaian Law. From him ſprung 
he Grandfather and Father of Galba the Emperor. 
lis Grandfather was more diſtinguiſh'd by his 
Learning than Honours, never riſing above the Pre- 
ocſhip bur he publiſh'd a Hiſtory very copious 


5 nd exact. His Father enjoy'd the Conſulate; and 


% he was ſhort, hump- ſhoulder d, and had but 
lender Abilities in Pleading, was a moſt diligent 
nd conſtant Attender on the Buſineſs, of the Bar. 
He had for his Wives Mummis Achaia,. the Grand- 
bunghter of Catulus, and Great Grand-Daughter of 
| Muminius who deſtroy'd Corinth; and Livia Orellina, 
pho was rich and a great Beauty And ſhe is thought 
o have made Advances to him fiſt, and that very 
rumly, on account of his Reputation and Quality; 
do upon her preſſing him cloſe, he had undreſs d 


"WM tinſelf before her in private, and ſhew'd her the De- 


is brmity of his Body, that ſhe might not imagine her- 


kf impos'd on by his concealing it. By Achaia he, 


hd Caius and Sergius: The elder of whom, Caius, 


bring ſpent his Eſtate, retir'd from the City, and 


king forbidden by Nberius to take his Lot for the 


b Iroconſulſhip in his Turn, he put an End to his 


life with his own Hands. „ 1 4p | 
4. Sergius Galba the Emperor, was born in the: 


- Conſulate of M. Valerius Mcſſals and Cn. Lentulus, on 


he.* ninth of the Kalends of January, in a Villa. be- 


Wreath a Hill, near Terracina on the left Hand of the 
bad to Fundi. Being adopted by his Step-Mother, 


Oe | le aſſum'd the Name of Livius, and the Cognomen of 


bls's Family, and chang'd his Prænomen; for he 
neſently took that of Lucius inſtead of Sergius, and 


uw TY continu'd to uſe it till he arriv'd at the Empire, 


+ Auguſtus, 


PR FY A — 


December 21. 
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t Auguſtus, tis well known, as he was making hi 
Salutation to him among a Company of Boys of the 


ſame Age, taking hold of his little Cheek, Kal; 


N © aps wh) maggNewsy ; Child, ſays he, hu 

2 Imperial Power. And Ti 
berius perceiving he wou'd come to be Emperor, tho 
not till he was in Years, Vvat ſane, quando id ad mf 
nihil pertinet ; With all my Heart, ſays he, let him live, fncd 
1 am not concern d in the Matter As his Grandfather alſg 
was p opitiating the Gods after a great Thunder, af 
Eagle ſnatch'd the Entrails out of his Hands, and 
carry d them off to an Oak full of Acorns ; upod 
which it was anſwer'd, that it portended the Family 
ſhou'd obtain the Supreme Dignity, tho” late; th 


alſo ſhalt have a Taſte 0 


Old Man fell a laughing at the Anſwer, A, ſays he 
when the Mule brings forth. And nothing after thi 


gave Galba ſo much Spirit when he was puſhing hif 
Deſigns, as the Foaling of a Mule; which while 
others deteſted as an Obſcene Omen, he.receiv'd if 
as the moſt Joyful that cou'd be, remembring hiy 
Grandfather's Sacrifice and Saying. Having put of 
the Virile Gown, he dream'd he heard Fortune calling 
to him and telling him, She flood at his Gate quit 
weary and out of Breath, and unleſs ſhe were immediatel 
taken in, ſhe ſhou'd be made a Prey to the firſt that tang 
As ſoon as he wak'd he open'd his Doors, and found 
a Brazen Image of the Goddeſs above a Cubit long 
juſt before the Threſhold ; and taking it in bug 
Arms carry'd it away to Tuſculum, where he genes 


rally paſs'd the Summer; and having conſecrated i 


in an Apartment of the Houſe, he worſhipp'd it al 


ways with monthly Supplications and an annual Vi 


gil. Tho' he was not yet arriv'd to Years of Matu 
| rit 


— 1 T7 


+ Galba muſt be now at leaſt fifty-four Y:ars old, ſuf 


poſing thus to be ſpoken by Auguſtus in the laſt Year of hif | 


Life: For Tiberius reign d twenty-three Years, Caligul 
three, Claudius fourteen, and Nero fourteen, beſide il 
odd Months and Days. 
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ay, he obſtinately kept up the antient Cuſtom of 
he City, which was now grown obſolete and was 
mly us d in his Houſe, that his Freedmen and Slaves 
hou'd all wait upon him twice a Day to wiſh him a 

Good Morning and Good Night. 
Among the Liberal Sciences he alſo apply'd 
omſelf ro the Law. He took care to marry, but 
bring loſt his Wife Lepida and his two Sons by her, 
ee continu'd to live ſingle, and cou'd on no Terms 
e prevail'd with to alter his Condition, not even 
the Addreſſes of Agrippina, now a Widow by the 
beth of her Husband Domitivs, who had urg'd him 
lg! manner of Ways while his Wife was yet living; 

WW nomuch that in an Aſſembly of Matrens, Galba's 
other Lepida reprimanded her ſeverely, and even 
fruck her with her Hand. He had a Veneration 
WH fr Livia Auguſta beyond all others, and was highly 
116M in Favour with her while ſhe liv'd, and was likely 
i © have been vaſtly enrich'd by her when ſhe dy d: 
For the largeſt Legacy of all (* fifry Millions of. Se- 
Wl feces) being left to him, becauſe the Sum was 
ing wrote in Abbreviations and not in Words at length, 


ind, and even that he never receiv'd. 
W 6. Being promoted to Honours before the legal 
me, when he was Pretor he exhibited at the Flo- 
| Games a new Kind of Spectacle, Elephants walk- 
ng on the Ropes, After this he was Preſident of 
ie Province of Aguitania almoſt a Year, and then 
wore an + ordinary Conſulſhip for ſix Months; in 
which he happen'd to ſucceed L Domitius, Nero's Fa- 
ther, and Salvius Ot ho, the Father of Ortho, ſucceeded 
ung lim, a Preſage as it were of his following Fortune, 
rig which he came to be Emperor between the Sons 
« both, Being appointed by Caius Ceſar to com- 
| ; mand 
ys FR 


f bi 2 

gui 28 yo Lure. 7 2 

e 190 + i. e. He began it on the Kalends of January, and was 
inſen as uſual, and not ſubſtituted in another's ſtead, 


Therins, who was her Heir, reduc'd it to a Thou- 
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mand the Legions inGetulicus's Room, the D 

his Arrival among the:n, he reſtrain'd their Ca 
at a ſolemn Shew which happen'd to be preſtun 
publiſhing an Order, That they ſhou'd keep their Hand 
within their Clokes. Immediately the Word Was give 
thro' the Camp, | * 


Diſce miles militare, Calla eſt, non Cætalicus. 
Soldiers, mind your Arms, 'tis Galba, not Getulic | 
With the ſame Severity alſo he forbad th 
for Furloes of Abſence. The 2 9 


new Levies he improv'd by continual Exerciſe: Ar oat 
| having repuls'd the Barbarians in Time, who hi 


made an Itruption into Gaul, he recommended hin. * 
ſelf and his Troops ſo highly to Caius 2 walls form 
viewing them, that among innumerable Bodies M um 
Forces drawn together out of all rhe Province won 
none receiv'd a greater Character from him, nd ls. 
more ample. Rewards. He alſo diſtinguiſh'd himſe Ret 
by . up * Military IR in the Cam 10 
arm'd with a * Target, and runni ige 
ror's Chariot for 1 ' Miles. Nen Cole 
7. When the News of Caius's Murder came abroaq n 
ſome preſs d him to embrace the Occaſion, but | And 
rather choſe to be quiet; which ſo ingratiated hi iter 
with Claudius, that he admitted him into the Nun 
ber of his intimate Friends; and upon his bein Heat 
taken 111 ona ſudden, tho” not dangerouſly, he p ſome 
off the Day appointed for his Expedition into A of P 
tain. He obtain'd the Conſulſhip of 4f-ick for tul ted 
Years, being elected extraordinarily to ſettle: Not 
regulate that Province, which was all in Confuſid the 

by its Civil Diſſentions and the Inſurre&ions oft 
Barbarians. He reſtor'd it by-a ſtrict Courſe of St * 
 verity and Juſtice, even in the minuteſt Thin , 

8 8 Proviſiot 
Fe Prop, 
N i 


* See rhe Note p. 353. A ' 
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pioviſions falling ſhort in their March, a Soldier 
was accus'd of ſelling the Remainder of his Share, 


ind he forbad any, when the Fellow ſhou'd come to 
want Vickuals himſelf, to relieve him, by which 
Means he was ſtarv'd to Death. As to his * 
Deciſions, the Property of a certain Beaſt being 
call'd in Queſtion, and the Arguments and Witneſ- 
ſes on both Hands proving very weak and imperfect, 
nd it being difficult conſequently to gueſs at the 
Truth, he decreed thus, that the Beaſt ſhou'd be 
ſad blindfold to the Lake where they us'd to water 
him, and there they ſhou'd unbind his Eyes, and 
that he ſhou'd be the Man's whom he made to firſt 
frer Drinking. 

g. For his Actions perform'd now in Africa and 
formerly in Germany, he receiv'd the Triumphal Or- 
ments and a threefold Prieſthood, being choſen a- 
nong the * Fifteen, and the f Titii, and the Auguſta- 
u. And from this Time to near the Middle of Nero's 
Reign, he liv'd generally retir'd. Nor did he ever 
ake a Journey for his Diverſion, but he had a Car. 
rage attending him with a || Million of Seſterces in 
Gold. At length, as he was reſiding at Fundi, the 
Province of Hiſpania Tarraconenſis was offer'd him: 
And it happen'd, that while he was ſacrificing there 
iter his Arrival, in a Publick Building, a Boy who 
waited and held a Cenſer in his Hand, had his whole 
Head of Hair turn'd grey on a ſudden. Nor were 
ſome wanting who interpreted it to gnify a Change 
of Publick Affairs, and that an old Man ſhou'd ſuc. 
ted to a young one; that is, he ſhou'd ſucceed N.ro. 
Not long after, a Clap of Thunder breaking upon 
the Cantabrean Lake, twelve Axes were found in the 
Bottom; 


8 
» 


* Theſe were appointed to keep the Sybilline Books of 
Prophecies, ; |; | 

i Inſlituzed by Tatius to perform the Sabine Riter. 

Il 43750 Livres. 


being a Buſhel of Wheat, for a hundred Denaries; 
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Bottom; an evident Sign of the Supreme Com 
mand. 

9. He govern'd the Province for eight Years yz 
riouſly and with great Inequality of Temper. 4 
firſt he was rigid, vehement and extravagant in pu 
niſhing Offences. For a Banker telling out a Sum 
of Money falſely, he cut his Hands off and nail' 
them to his Table. And a Tutor poyſoning his Py 
pil, to whom he was appointed Heir, he caus'd hin 
to be crucify'd; and when he begg'd to have th 
Privilege of the Laws, and cry'd out he was a Rum 
Citizen, to alleviate the Puniſhment by a ſort o 
Conſolation and Honour, he commanded his Crofi 
to be chang'd, and that he ſhou'd have one highe 
than all the reſt erected, and painted over whit 
He chang'd his Manner by Degrees into downrigh 
Negligence and Sloath, that ſo Nero might be able 
to take no Occaſion againſt him; ſince, as he us 
to ſay, No Man is oblig d to give an Account of hu Lula 
neſs. As he was holding a Court at New Carthage, he 
underſtood there was a Riſing in both the Gauls; and 
while the Legate of 4quitania was imploring him tg 
aſſiſt them, a Letter was deliver'd him from Vindes 
preſſing him, to make himſelf the Deliverer of Huma 
Kind, and their Leader: And partly out of Fear, ane 
partly out of Hope, he accepred the Invitation wit 
out much Delay. For he diſcover'd ſome privat 
Orders Nero had ſent to his Procurators to put hi 
to Death, and was animated and confirm'd by ſom 
very fortunate Auſpices and Omens, and by the Pro 
phecy of an Honourable Virgin ; which made th 


deeper Impreſſion upon him, becauſe the Prieſt off * 2 
Jupiter, being directed by a Dream, had dug up tb : 
ſame Verſes in a private Part of the Temple, which he. 
had been deliver'd in like Manner by a Prophetic t c 
Girl two hundred Years before. The Meaning of-:/ 
the Verſes was, That upon a Time à Prince and Lord fn 
the World ſbou d ariſe out of Spain. 2 
wins 

| 10. A ſcendſ . 
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on io Aſcending the Tribunal therefore, as if it 
were to fit upon the * Manumiſiions, and the Ima- 


va ges of ſeveral who had been condema'd and murder'd 

y Nero being produc'd, and a Noble Boy whom he 
pu had ſent for on purpoſe from the neareſt of the Ba- 
umn „are: whicher he was baniſh'd, ſtanding beſide him; 


a1] 


he deplor'd the Condition of the Times, and being 
Pu 


lured EMPEROR, he declai'd, He was only the 
hin Leutena nt of the Senate and ?Pcople of Rome. Having 
2 th djourn'd the Courts and praclaim'd a general Va- 
onal cation, beſide his Body of Veteranes conſiſting of 
rt of one Legion, two Wings and three Conorts, he rais'd 
Croll Legions and Avuxiliaries out of the Common People 
iohel of the Provinces, and appointed a Number of the 
vr chief Men, who were meſt conſiderable for Age and 
righlMl Prudence, to be in the Nature of a Senate, to whom, 


able 5 often as there was Occaſion, all Cafes of Impor- 
us tance ſhou'd be referr'd. He alſo choſe ſome:young 
lala len of the Equeſtrian Order, who retaining the 
re, he Uſe of the Gold Ring, ſhou'd be calFd + Evocati, and 
3 and ep Guard before his Bed-Chamber inſtead of the 
1m te ocdinary Soldiers. He alſo ſent forth Edits thro' 
inden tie Provinces, to engage all Perſons univerſally in 
Jum tic Deſign, that every one might contribute all the 


9 and 
wit 
rivat 


Aſiſtance he cou'd toward promoting the common 
uſe. Much about the fame Time, as they were 
bifying a Town which he choſe to make the Seat 


t hinge the War, they found a Ring, the Workmanſhip 
ſome | T of 
eProl . 
le th 50 


jeſt ol The ordinary Time for theſ- was the laſt Court Day, 


up th” the or her Buſineſ+ was diſpatch'd : But the Judge, if 
whic * thoug ht proper, cou d call them on before. 

heticlll f 01d Soldiers, who had ſerv'd the full Time, and were 
ing ore diſcharg'd by Law. They had afterwards the 


Lora r of being form'd into'a Band (much like that of the 


bentlemen Penſioners wich us) to attend only on the 
"ſons of the Generals. The young Knights indeed forfeit- 
i heir Honour by this Employment, but Galba reſtor'd it 
em. 


ſcend 
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of which was very antient, repreſenting the Image 

of Victory with a Trophy, engraven upon the Gemm : 

And an Alexanarian Veſſel came into Derroſa, laden Wl 
with Arms, without a Pilot, and without any Map 
riner and Paſſenger ; that fo no one might queſtion n 
the War which was undertaken was juſt and righte. J 
ous, and favour'd by the Gods. But on a ſudden the A 
whole Affair was likely to have been diſconcerted . P. 
and broken. For as he was coming to the Camp, 


one of the Wings repenting their having chang d Pe 
their Oath of Fidelity, were offering to deſert, and Pr 
were hardly prevaild on to continue firm in theie t/: 

If 


Duty: And ſome Slaves which a Freedman of N 
having firſt prepar'd them for ſuch a Piece of Treu le 
chery, preſented to him formerly, had certainly mur ent 
der'd him as he was going to the Bath thro' a narrow 
Entry, unleſs upon their calling out to one anothep 
not to let the Opportunity ſlip, they had been exas 
min'd what Opportunity they ſpoke of, and a Con 
feſſion of the whole drawn from them by Torture. 

11. In the midſt of theſe Hazards and Interrup 
tions happen'd alſo the Death of Yindex, which thre 
him into ſuch a Conſternation, that he was like on 
deſperate, and was juſt on the Point of putting a 
End to his Life. But Meſſengers coming in from ti 
City, when he underſtood by them that Nero uf 
kill'd, and all Men had taken an Oath to himſelf, It 
laid down the Appellation of LIEUTENANT ail 
aſſum'd the Style of C S A R, and (et forward uſ 
on his March, clad in the + Paludamentum, and || will 


a Dagger hanging down from his Neck upon i 1 Stat 
Breaſt: Nor did he return to the Uſe of the Go Flat 
till thoſe who were contriving new Diſturbane billig, 
were ſuppreſs'd ; Nymphidius Sabinus, the Captain lim v 
the Pretorian Bands at Rome, and Fonteiu Capitt, If to. 
Lieutenant in Germany, and Clodius Macer in Africk.l lheſt, 

12. Befd 


" * A Town in Catalonia, now Tortoſa. 
+ The General's Military Robe. 
A Badge of the Imperial Power. 
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12+ Before he arriv'd at Rome, a Report was ſpread 
concerning his Cruelty and Avarice ; becauſe he had 
Vi. puoiſh'd ſome Cities in Spain and Gaul, which did 
not ſurrender to him immediately, with exceſſive 
hte. Tributes, and ſome with demoliſhing their Walls: 
the And had put to Death ſeveral Superviſors and 
ited Procurators, with their Wives and Children; 
ind melted down a Crown of Gold of fifteen 
Pounds Weight, which the People of Tarraconia had 
aud preſented to him out of the, antient Temple of Fu- 
chen der, and upon its wanting three Ounces in the 
Weight, had oblig'd them to make it good. This 
Treu Report was confirm'd and increas'd as ſoon as he 
mur enter'd the City. For going to reduce, tg their fiiſt 
ron Condition ſome * Marines whom Nero had ereQed 
other into regular Soldiers, and they refuſing to ſubmit, 
ind even ſtubbornly demanding back their Eagle and 
their Enſigns; he not only ſent in a Body of Horſe 
upon them to diſperſe them, but alfo decimated them. 
lle like wiſe disbanded the Cohort of Germans which the 


chret /, had form'd for a Guard, and which had ſhewn 
e only <p<ated Proofs. of their Fidelity; and ſent them 
ing! back to their own Country without any Reward, 
\m ti under a Notion that they were more inclin'd to 
„% wit ©» Dolabella, near whoſe Gardens they were quar- 


ler d, than to himſelf. , It was talk'd alſo in Ri- 
ticule, whether the Thing were; true or falſe, that 
keing a coſtly Supper plac'd upon his Table, he 
ktch'd a deep Sigh. His Scewaxd in ordinary laying 

i State” of his Accounts before him, he reach'd him 
Plate of Pulſe from Table for his Application and 
Viligence. And Canus, the Flute-Player, pleaſin 
im wonderfully, he gave him five Denaries,. whi 

I: took with his own Hands out of his + private 
cheſt. Ti 1 . 0 43. His 


195 


Lat. Claſſiarii, from Claſſis, a Fleer. 
is in this Circumſtance that the Expreſſion of Galba's 
ivarice, and his extraordinary Affechion for this Piper, 


conſiſts : 
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13. His Arrival therefore was not very grateful, 
as appear'd plainly at the firſt Publick Shew, For n 


the Attellanic Attors beginning a noted Song, 
| A: 
Vinit, io, Simus a Vills ;; | « 

c 

Behold, the griping Clown, 9 5+ 
Old Niggard's come to Town ; 5 

Y 3: 


the whole Body of the SpeQtators immediately 
catch'd. it up and went on with the reſt, repeating 0 
and acting it over ſeveral Times. | 1 
14. Thus he acquir'd the Empire with more Ap- 
plauſe and Authority than he adminiſter d it ; and ll 
rho' he certainly gave many Proofs of a moſt excel - 
Jent:Prince, yet the People were not fo much won ll © 
by theſe as they were diſpleas d by thoſe Actions 
which he did amiſs. He was govern'd by three! be 
Perſons, whom, becauſe they all liv'd together in the 
his Palace, and were continually at his Elbow, they 


commonly call'd his Pedagogues. Theſe were T. Vn. (ol 
tius, his Lieutenant in Spain, a Man infinitely raps | 
cious ; Cornelius Laco, who was advanc'd from being Inn 
an Aſſeſſor to the Judges, to be Prefect of the Pre- _ 
torian Bands, and was intolerable for his Arrogance f. 
and Slothe ; and Jcelus, a Freedman, who had been far 
honour'd a little while ago with a Gold Ring and 5e 
the Cognomen of Martianw, and now ſtood Candidate 6. 
for the higheſt Poſt belonging to the Equeſtrian Or- don 
der. To theſe Men, whoſe Vices rag'd in different BY 
Manners, he. ſo ſurrender'd himſelf and permitted e 
them to abuſe him, that he was ſcarcely conſiſtent part 
with himſelf: For. ſometimes he was ſevere 00 — 


ſparing, and at another time more remiſs and negli, 
gent than became an Elected Prince and one of his Age ha 


, And 


— 


quam rp——_—_— 


Io 


conſiſts: He was pleas'd with him Ir extremely, that 
gave him Moncy out of his own Purſe, and yet hn. had u 
;he Heart to make it mare than five Denaries, or 44. 6% 
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He condemn'd unheard, ſome illuſtrious Perſons of 
each Order, upon the ſlighteſt Suſpicion. He ſeldom 
beſtow'd the Liberty of the City; and hardly allow'd 
the Jus trium Liberorum to one or two, and even to 
them only for a certain and determinate 'fime. And 
the Judges petitioning for a ſixth Decury to be add- 
ed, he not only refus'd it, but even depriv'd them 
of che Benefit granted them by Claudius, not to be 
ſummon'd to do Buſineſs in the Winter and at the 
beginning of the Year. 

15 It was thought that he deſign'd to limit the 
Offces of the Senators and Knights to the Space of 
wo Years, and to confer them only on ſuch as de- 
chu d and refusd them. OF Nero's Donatives, he 
allow'd the Per ſons who receiv'd them to keep but a 
tench Part, employing fifty Roman Knights to claim 


ind recover the Reſt, with Orders, that if the Players 


or Wreſtlers had ſold what was given them, it ſhou'd 
be taken from the Purchaſers, if the others had ſpent 
the Money and cou'd not refund it. On the con- 
trary, there was nothing which he did not ſuffer his 
Companions and Freedmen to put to Sale or give 
way; as Cuſtoms, Privileges, Puniſhments of the 
Innocent, and Impunities of the Guilty. And the 
Reman People demanding Halotus and Tigilinus to be 
puniſh'd, theſe alone, the very worſt of all Nero's Emiſ- 
faries, he protected; and more than that, he ho- 
nour'd Halotus with a large Procuration, and took. 
Tigillinus's Part ſo far, as to tax the People with 
downright Cruelty in an Edict. | | 
16. Having by theſe Things render'd himſelf 
odious to almoſt all the Orders, the Soldiers in 
particular hated him mortally, For when their Offi- 
cers had promis'd them a Donative larger than ordi- 
nary upon their Swearing to him in his Abſence, he 


wou'd not ratify their Promiſe and make it good, but 


boaſted, Ir was his Cuſtom to levy and not buy his Soldiers. 
And upon the ſame Account they were exaſperated 
againſt him in all Parts; and the Pretorian Guards he 
encag'd, both by putting them in Fear and treating 

© them 
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them di ſhonourably; for he made frequent Removals 
of them uponSufpicion,and as being NymphidinssCrea- 
fures. But the Troops in the Upper Germany ſtorm's 
the loudeſt, for bony defrauded of the Rewards of 
their Services againſt the Gauls and Yindex. Theſe | 
therefore were the firſt who ventur'd to break from 
their Obedience, and-refus'd to take an Oath on the 
Kalends of January, unlefs in the Name of the Senate; | 
and immediately reſolv'd to fend Deputies to the 
Pretorian Bands, with Inſtructions to acquaint them, 
That they were diſſnti:fyd with the Emperor made in | 
Spain, and weu'd chuſe one themſelves whom all the m 
How'd approve. | | | '1 
17 As ſoon as he heard this, imagining he was | 
not deſpis'd ſo much for his Old Age as for being } 
without Iſſue, out of a Croud of Perſons who were 
making their Salutations to him, he ſuddenly tock } 
hold on Piſe Frug; Licinianus, a Noble and celebrated 
Youth; for whom he had formerly had a wonderful 
Eſteem, and had always appointed Heir of his Goods 
and his Name, and ſtyling him Son, he carry'd him 
to the Camp and adopted him before a full Aﬀembly, | 
even then alſo making no mention of a Donative; 
by which he gave M. Salvivs Orho an Opportunity 
the more eaſily to accompliſh his Deſigns, within ſix 
Days after the Adoption. | 
18. The Event which befel him was portended by 
great and daily Prodigies from the Beginning. Vice | 
tims being flain on the right Hand and on the left 
in all the Towns thro' which he march'd, a Bull was 
frighten'd with the Blow of the Ax, and * breaking 
tlie Rope, ran full againſt his Chariot, and rearing 
up his Feet, ſmear'd him all over with his Blood; 
and as he was alighting, a Spear-Man of his _ 


——— — —— 


1 4 


he Victim's breaking looſe and running away from | 
; he Sacrificers, was an ill Omen in general; and the Bull's | 
ſmelring Galba with his Blood, muſt ignify he ſbou dcm 
:% violent End. | | 
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(the People preſſing in upon him) had like to have 
founded him with his Lance. As he enter'd the 
(ty and afterwards the Palace, there was an Earth- 
quake, and a certain Sound was heard like Lowing. 
There follow'd alſo ſome Omens yet more apparent. 
Out of all his Treaſure, he had made Choice of a Brace- 
et ſet with Pearls and Precious Stones, to adorn his 
Image of Fortune at Tuſculum; and ſuddenly, as if it 
leſerv'd ro be beſtow'd in a nobler Place, he dedi- 
ared it to Vnus in the Capitol; and the next Night he 
team'd Fortune appear'd to him. complaining ſhe was 
gefrauded of the Prefent he deſign'd her, and threat- 
ing that ſhe wou'd alſo take back from him what 
he had given him: At this, ſetting out for Tuſculum 
n a Fright by Break of Day, to expiate his Dream, 
nd diſpatching ſome before to prepare the Rites; 
when he came, he found only a * few glowing Aſhes 
upon the Altar, and an f old Man in a black Gar- 
nent ſtanding by, and holding the Frankincenſe in 
; Glaſs Veſſel, and the Wine in an Earthen Por. Ir 
was obſerv'd alſo, that his Crown fell from his Head 
u he was ſacrificing upon the Kalends of January. 


dpeech to the Soldiers on the Day of the Adoption, 
s r Field-Chair, thro' the Forgetfulneſs of the Offi 
by ers, was not ſet according to Cuſtom before the 


. 
a. 


2 


vas N fy ey 


ng * As if be might let alone the Sacrifice, it being fo n 
Ng Wl jwpoſe for him to make it. 


d; WM tf A» Omen doubly ill ; becauſe the Man being old, wat 


id pe of himſelf, and being alſo clad in Black, boded no- 
the WW thing but Ruine and Death: And the Frankincenſe and 
— ue being held by this miſerable old Creature in poor ordi- 

v Veſſels, ſbew'd Galba wou d be neglected and abandon d. 


1 * Before any Divination was made from their Feeding or 
/ les. | 


me WY it Sella Caſtrenſis; for the Emperors had a Chair proper 


jr particular Places: That in ths Senate war call dCurulis, 


And as he was ſeeking an Auſpice, the Birds '< took 
Wing in Haſte and flew away. Being to make a 


ic. | - off" Tribunal; 
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Tribunal; and in the Senate the Curule-Chair was 
like wiſe de 

19. Before he was kill'd, as he was ſacrificing in the 
Morning, the Aruſpex often warn'd him to beware of x 
Danger, and that Aſſoſſinators were not far off Soon 
after, he underſtood O:ho had made himſelf Maſter of 
the Camp; and when moſt of his Friends advis'd him 


to go thither immediately, (becauſe ic was poſſible his} 


Authority and Preſence might have ſome Influence 


upon them) he reſolv'd to do nothing but keep cloſe, 
and ſecure himſelf by planting Guards of the Legi. 
onaries, who were alſo wavering and of a thouſand! 


Minds. Yet he put on a * Linne Breaſtplate, tho 


he own'd it wou'd be of little Service againſt the 
Points of ſo many Swords. But being drawn to ven- 
ture out by ſome falſe Reports, which the Conſpira. 


tors had ſpread about on purpoſe to tempt him to 


come abroad, two or three raſhly affirming the Bu- 
ſineſs was over, that the Mutineers were quell'd, 
and the reſt were advancing in a Body to congtatu- 


Tate him, all readily diſpos'd ro pay him the utmoſt 
Duty, to meet theſe he went forth with fuch 


Aſſurance, that a Soldier boaſting he had kill'd Ohe, 


+ By whoſe Order, ſays he, and pals'd on to the Forum. 
And now the Horſemen, who were appointed to do 
the Murder, driving full Speed thro the Streets, 


while the Croud fled in Confuſion, when they pet- 


ceived him there at a Diſtance, made a Halt, 


and then galloping on again, came up and flew! 


him, his Attendants deſerting him and running 
away. | | 
20, There are ſome who report, that at the firſt 


Riſe of the Tumult he cry'd out, What are ye doing, 


Fellow 


* 


* Made of Linnen ſtrongly rollid toget her ſeveral times ; 


f Pery careleſly, without Nanding to enquire into the 
Truth of the Fact. Or as reprimanding the Soldier, a. 


if the InſurreFion of Otho was roo inconſiderable to deſerve 


fuch a Revenge. 


— — — 
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lem Soldiers? I am yours, and ye are mine; and allo 
nomis d them a Donative. But moſt ſay, he offer'd 
his Throat to them, and bid them do as they were 
mmand d, and ſtrike if it wou d be ſor the Publick Good. 
tis ſurpriſing that of thoſe who were on the Spot, 
not one offer d to aſſiſt the Emperor, and that all 
who were ſent for {lighted the Summons, except 
the Troop of Germans; who in Return of his late 
Kindneſs to them, becauſe he had generouſly ſuc- 
cour'd and reliev'd them when they were ſick and 
hrafs'd, flew to his Aid; but not knowing the Ways, 
nd ſo taking a wrong Path, they arriv'd too hte ; 
For he was firſt ſtrangled at the Cart ian Lake, and 
ft there in that Condition, till a common Soldier, 
who was returning from a Diſtribution of Corn, 
threw his Furthen down and cut off his Head ; and 
there being no Hair vpon it for him to take hold by, 
he wrapp d it up in his Lap, and afterwards thruit- 
ng his Thumb into the Mouth, brought it ſo to Or ho, 
who giving it to. the Rabble that follow'd the Bag- 
rage, they put it upon a Spear and carry'd it round 
the Camp in Deriſion, hallowing out at every turn, 
balba, cupice fruaris ætate tu; Thou art a handſome 
id Fellow, Galba ; Prith.e take a Pride in thy Age. 
What chiefly provok'd them to this Scoff, was, that 
ifew Days before he appear'd in Publick, ſome Bo- 
dy commending his Perſon as very florid yet and 
luſty, he anfwer'd, 


u d O Tamer hire 
are My Strength is firm and undiminifh'd' yet.: 


- a — — _ — — 
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The Freedman of Patrobius Neronianus purchaſing the 
tiezd of theſe Fellows for a hundred Pieces of Gold, 
— rev ir into the Place where his Lord had been 
JJ {iccuted by the Command of Galba. Bur at laſt his 
* ew ard Argius gave this and the Remainder of the - 
* Trunk a Burial in his own Gardens, by the 4zzelian + 
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21. He was of a juſt Stature, very bald on the Head; 
his Eyes were blue, his Noſe hooked, and his Hands and 
Fee: diſtorted by Pains inthe Joints, ſo that he cou'd 
not Ves a So, nor turn over, or even hold a Boo 
His Flein allo grew iwelling out on his right Side 
and hung down in tuck a Lump; that it cou'd hardly 
be kepr 19 with a Swathe. | 

22. He is ſaid to have been a very large Eater 
having Victuals brought him even in the Winter 
time before it was Light; and at Supper he fed e 
travagantly, and made ſuch Havock, that he orders 
his Leavings to be gather'd up in a"Heap and deal 
among the Waiters. In his Luſt he was moſt | 
clin'd to Males, yet fancying ſuch only as were ver 
robuſt and overgrown. They ſay that in Spain, when 
Fel:49, one of his old Catamites, brought him thi 
News of Nero's Death, he not only-kifs'd him furi. 
oully before the Company, but even follicited hi 
to retire, and took him aſide without Delay 
- 23. He periſh'd in the ſeventy-third Year of hi 
Age and the ſeventh Month of his Reign. As ſoo 
.as the Times wou'd bear it, the Senate decreed hi 
a Statue to be erected on a Pillar call'd * Reftrats 
in that Part of the Forum where he was ain. But 
V:ſpafian aboliſh'd the Decree, becauſe he fancy 
Galba had ſent ſome from Spain into Judes to aſſaſſi 
nate him. | 


From Roſtrum, the Beak of a Ship, with the Figu 
of which it was adorn d. This Kind of Pillar was firſt dt 
cretd to Duilius for à Victory at Sea. K 
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Family, and from the Princes of Zeru- 
ria. His Grandfather M. Selvins Ot ho, 
| "whoſe Father was a Roman Knight, 
but his Mother of mean Condition, (it being uncer- 


n whoſe Houſe he was bred up. but never-role - 
dove the Pretorſhip. His Father L. Osho was nobly 
horn on his Mother's Side; and had many and great 
Relations 3: and was ſo highly in Grace with Tiberiry 


mordinary Commiſſions which he ſuſtain'd, he exe- 
wted wich g 


A. 
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H E Anceſtors of Orbe came from 
the Town * Ferentium, and were de- 
ſcended of an antient and honourable 


nin whether ſhe was even ſo much as a Free woman) 
ws made a Senator by the Favour of Livia Augafta, - 


the Emperor, and ſo extremely like him in the Face, 
that ſeveral thought he was begotten by him. The 
City- Offices, the Proconſulate of 4/a, and ſeveral ex- 


reat Severity. In 14yricum- allo he ad- 
6 80 ventur d 


* * „ N 
- = . 


* 4 Town of Etruria; 
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the Emperor; the Senate decreed him an Honou 
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ventur'd to put to Death ſome Soldiers, becauſe | 
9 Camills's] ſorreçtion they repented their ENGaging 
in ic, and ruder'd their Chiefs, as Authors of the 
Revolt again Claudins, and even executed them: 
the + Head of the Camp, and in his own Preſence, tho 
he knew Claudius had promoted them to a more be 
nourable Rank upon that Account. By which Aion 
as he beighren'd his Glory, ſo he impair'd his Inte 
reſt with Claudius; but he ſoon regain'd it, by dif 
covering the T reachery of a Roman Knight, who, hi 
own Slaves inform'd him, was deſigning to murde 


very rarely granted, à Statue in the Palace; an 
Clauaius advanc'd him to the Order of Patricians 


and praiſing him in the moſt ample Expreſſions, add 3 
ed, Vir, que meliores liberos habere ne opto quidem ; tre 
2 a Man, than whom I never deſire to have better Clit Mu 
dren of my own By Albia Terentia, a Woman of Qu wit 
lity, he had two Sons, L. Titianuw and Marcus the bet! 
younger, who bore his own Cognomen ; and a Daug whe 
ter, whom before ſhe was marriageable he eſpous FF fror 
to Draſus the Son of Germanicas. Livy he 1 
2. Ortho the Emperor was born the ++ fourth: of ti Ma! 
Kalends of May, Camillus Arruntius and Domitius u by 
barbus being Conſuls. He was extravagant and im- her 
pudent from his Youth, ſo that his Father was oftei tien 
oblig'd to correct him with the X Scourge. Iii lev 
ſaid he us'd alſo to ſtrole about in the Night, zn whe 
hying hold on any feeble or drunken Perſons he but 
met, pull'd off his Gown, and tumbling them int he « 
it, toſs'd them into the Air. After his Father hin 
Death, he made his Application to a Freedwoma - 
' olv 

__ 07 

men 

See p. 318. expe 
+ The Cuſtom was to have the Execution without the plai 
Camp, and in the Preſence of the Centurion only, and nu : 


of the General. | 
tt April che 2775. 
X The Puniſhment of a Slave. 
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in great Favour at Court; and £9 recommend him- 
ſelf to her the more effectually, he pretended a won- 
derful Paſſion for her, tho' ſhe was old and almoſt 


decrepit. By her Means he inſinuated himfelf into 
Hy held the firſt Place among his Friends, 
by the Agreement of their Manners, and, as ſome 


Nero, and ea 


report, by. a mutual Proſtitution. And ſo extraor- 
dinary was his Power, that having bargain'd with a 
Conſular Man who was condemn'd for Bribery, to 
indemnifie him for 'a large Premium, he had the Con- 
fidence to bring him into the Senate to give them 
Thanks, before he had procur'd him to be pro- 
nounc'd clear in Law, and reſtor d to the Privilege 
of the Houle, 2 n n ay in 3g T 

3. Being admitted into all Neres Counſels and Se- 
crets, the very Day that he had appointed for the 
Murder of his Mother, he entertain'd them borh 
with a very ſplendid Treat, to cover the Deſign the 
better, and lay all Suſpicion. aſleep. Poppæa Sabina, 
who was at that Time his Miſtreſs, - being: taken 
from her Husband by Nero and intruſted with him, 
he receiv'd her into his Houſe with the Form of a 
Marriage. Nor was he content to betray his Truſt 
by engaging her Affections to himſelf, but he lov'd 
her ſo exceſſively, that he cou'd not bear with Pa- 
tience even Nero to be his Rival. It is generally be- 
liev'd alſo, that he not only rejected the Officers 
who were ſent to bring her away to the Emperor, 
but that he even ſhut the Door againſt him when 
he came in Perſon to demand the Pledge, and kept 
him ſtanding without, mixing Threatnings and In- 
treaties in Vain. The Marriage was therefore dif- 
folv'd, and he was ſent away to be Lieutenant in 
Luſitania 3 which was thought a ſufficient Reſent- 
ment, becauſe a ſeverer Animadverſion might have 
expos'd the whole Intrigue. Vet for all this it was 
plain it took Air, by this Diſtich: - | e ina 


Cur Otho mentito ſit, quæritit, exſul honore ? 
Uxoris machus cæperat eſſe ſue: 


You 


—_ — — 
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b bt 12039) Is ee d 3: <5 | of s 
| Von ask why Orb beſtily was ſent, Ceſc 
| Wich ſeeming Honour, into.Baniſhment; ,; War 
" Tis a ſtrange Riddle, never heard before, M1y © 
| He ſought to make bis own dear Wife a Whore; — 

1 | 5 a: j | | itte! 


Nine 28 Dan s J. 12 90331 | 5 
He govern'd the Province in Quality of Queſtor for He 
ten Years, with uncommon Moderation and Abſti. nis“ 
nence. | e 
4. But an Opportunity offering it ſelf for Re. W Cue 
venge, he firſt of all aſſiſted Galba in his Deſigns, and Wl vie 
at the ſame Moment entertain'd Hopes him elf alfo 6. 
of the Empire; very much from the; Condition of 2 
the Times, but much more from the Aſſurances of W vas 
Seleucus the Aſtrologer, who, as he had formerly de. MW Cob: 
clar'd he ſhou'd ſurvive Nero, came to him now une. beca 
pectedly, ind promis'd ina little while he ſhould come Odi. 
to be Emperor. He negleQed therefore no manner Dut. 
of Inſinuation and Addieſs towards any one; and IM The 
whenever he made a Supper for Galla, he gave MW fon 
Gold, Man by Man, among the Guards who were the! 
then upon Duty, and ingratiated himſelf no leſs with Nes 
the reſt of the Soldiers in another Way, One of Jem 
them having à Controverſy with his Neighbour con. ¶ flut 
cerning the Limits of their Land, he bought the I from 
Field in Diſpute and gare it to the Soldier; fo that ed h 
there was ſcarcely a Man among them now, but 4i8ti 
thought and openly faid he was the only Perſon ing! 
who was worthy to ſucceed tothe Empice. the 8 
5. He was once in Hopes he ſhou'd be adapted by Wl v 
Galba, and expected it every Day; but after 5% Cate 
was preferr'd, he deſpair'd of it, and betook himſelf thers 
to Force; the Multitude of his Debts alſo augment- Agut 
ing the Perplexity and Diſturbance of his Mind. For Excu 
he made no Scruple to own, That unleſs he could mak! 
himſelf Emperor, he could nat fland it; and that it vu 
all one to him, to periſb by his Ememles in the Field, or by hi! 
Creditors in the Forum. He had ſqueez'd a“ Million 
a wo enen "oy | MY of 
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of Seſterces, a few Days before, out of à Slave of 
Ce[ar's for the Grant of a Stewardſhip which he pro- 
cur'd for him; and this Supply enabled him to cars 
;y on ſo daring. an Enterprize. At firſt the Thing 
vas entruſted to five Spear- Men af the Guard, and 
iter wards to ten, each of whom produc'd two more. 
He gave them all * ten Seſterces in Hand, and pro- 
nis d them fifty more, Theſe proceeded to ſollicite 
feral others; yet not many, becauſe they made no 
Queſtion but Numbers enough wou'd join them 
when the Deſign came to be put in Execution. 

6. He was thinking to ſeize the Camp, immediate- 
ly after Piſo's — and. fet upon Galba as he 
was at Supper in the Palace; but in Reſpect to the 
Cohort which was then upon the Guard, he deſiſted, 
becauſe it might bring them under too great an 
0dium, ſince this was the ſame as had formerly done 
Duty when Caius was murder'd and Nero deſerted: 
The reſt of the intermediate Time he was reſtrain'd 
fom Action by Religious Omens and by Seleuczs. But 
the Day being fix d, and Notice given to his Aſſoci- 
nes to conceal. themſelves in the Forum under the 
Temple of Saturn at the Golden + Pillar of Miles, he 
ſaluted Galla in the Morning; and receiving a Kiſs 
fom him in Return, according to Cuſtom, he attend- 
ed him at the Sacrifice, and ſo over-heard the Pre- 
ditions of the Aruſpex. And now his Freedman bring. 
ng him Word the Workmen were ready, which was 
the Signal agreed on, he wichdrew as if he was going 
to view a Houſe to be fold, and ran thro' a Back. 
Gate of the Palace to the Place of Rendezvous. O- 
thers ſay, he pretended to be taken with a Fir of an 
Ague, and order'd thoſe who were by, to make that 
Excuſe for him if he was enquir'd after. Shutting 

himſelf 


* * ; 3 


—— 


„ 


* The larger Scſterce, 437 Livres, \ * 

} A Pillar from which the Miles of the High Roads of 
Italy were reckon'd, and upon which the Diſtances of Places 
vers inſcrib d. = «+ * 
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himſelf up then in a * Woman's Litter, he ſet out h 


all Haſte for the Camp; but the Bearers being tir heir 
on the Way, be came out, and began to ply ha 
Feet, when his Shoe looſening, forc'd him to ſtop of Se 


At laſt, to ſhorten all Delays, thoſe who were bon Us 


him hoiſted him upon their Shoulders, and ſaluting nr 
him EMPEROR, brought him f amid their joyful Ac. an 


clamations and drawn Swords, to the Head of the 
Camp, all they mer falling in with them, as if they N bf 


had been privy to the whole Deſign, and Accompli. — 
ces in it. And now he ſent ſome to diſpatch Gal}, 7 
and Piſo; and to engage the Hearts of rhe Soldier; 5 


the more ſtrongly by his Promiles, the chief Part off, 
his Speech to them was, f That he ſbou d deſire no mort er 
for his 'own Share, than they ſbou d think fit to lean 
him. | itte 

7. Toward the Cloſe of the Day he enter'd the 
Senate, and acquainted them in few Words with 
what had paſs'd; repreſenting as if he had been 
dragg'd from his private Employment in the Forum, 
and obhg'd by Force to accept the Empire, but that} 
he wou'd govern according to the common Appro- 
bation of all Men; and after this he proceeded to 
the Palace. And when beſide the other Applauſes 
of thoſe who congratulared and flatter'd him, he was 
call'd Nero by the meaneſt of the People, he expreſs 4 
no Diſlike of it: Nay, ſome have ſaid, that in his 
firſt Dip/oma's and Letters to the Preſidents of the . 
Provinces, he added the Cognomen of Nero. It is cer. 5 
tain he ſuffer'd Nero's Images and Statues to be te- 8 
plac'd, and reſtor'd his Procurators and W 1 
10 TE f ps aff £5 57:7 f their 
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Becauſe this was cover d up cloſe, to prevent the Per- A 
— 1 oo dan ets 
+ Inter fauſtas acclamationes ſtri ctoſq; gladios de- ,, 
venit. This Way of coupling together Actions and Thing g. 
to one Verb, has a Sort of Impropriety in it. | Ti 
i Becauſe he ſaw how much Galba had diſguſted them of 
by his Avarice. | | 
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heir Employments. Nor did he ſign any Orders 
note readily, than. one for x five hundred Millions 
if Seſterces for finiſhing tht T'Golden Lodging That 
Night being Fighten'd In is Sleep, tis faid he 
roan'd piteouſly ; and findin  himfelf, upon. the 
oming in of ſome who ran thither at the Noile, 
ying on the Ground before the Bed, he endeavour'd, 
n great Amazement, by all ſorts of Expiations to 
none the Ghoſt of Galba, which he perceiv'd had 
fllen upon him and thrown him out of Bed; and 
lat the next Day alſo, a Stotm of Wind blowing 
um down as he was making his Auguries, he mut- 


* i \ 


er'd to himſelf ſeveral times, = 
Ti dg bel I weaxpels aldi 

* What have I, Wretch, with Holy Rites to do? 

eee e 


* * 
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he Greek ig literally, What have I to do with 
ng Pipes? viz. ſuch as were employ'd in Sacrifices or 
li gien Worſhjp: Orho by this plainly condemns himſelf 


898 3 7 


for pre ſuming to mcadle with the Rites of Religion, while 


b. had the Guilt of Murder lying upon him. The Pollution 
if ſpedaing Human Blood even in a lawful War, and much 
wre unjuſtly, WA a Natural Notion,” and was common te 


the Jews and Pagans. 


Me bello è tanto digreſſum, & cæde recenti 

Attrectare nefas, donec me flumine vivo 

Abluero. Virg. 

hh me "tis impious Holy Thing, te bear, 

Red as am with Slaughter, new from War; 

Till in ſome living Stream I purge the Guilt 

Of dire Debate, and Blood in Battel ſpilt. 
— om + ood þ Mr. Dryden 


from Heaven, a Voice alſo declaring at the ſame time, 1 
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8. About the ſame Time the Troqps in Germ, 
took an Oath to Yitellins, which as ſoon as he under. 
ſtood, he mov'd the Senate to diſpatch: Officers te 
them, to notify that Prince was already clecte 
and to eps them to Peace and Concoid: Ani 
yer by Meſſengers zud Letters he offer'd Htellus te 
become his Partner in, the Empire, and his Son-in 
Law. But the War being unavoidable, and rhe Cap 
tains and Forces Vtellus had ſent -before, advancing 
he had a Proof of the Bravery and Fidelity oft 
Pretorian Bands, almoſt, to che Deſtruct ion of thy 
Senztotian Order. For the Marines being order'd te 
embark a Quantity of Arms to be tranſported to ano 
ther Place, as they were removing them out of the 
Camp by Nighty ſame of the Pretorian Troops uf 
petting it to be Treachery, rais'd an Alarm ; and 
on a, ſudden they a}] ran in 2 Body, without any 
certain Leader, to the Palace, asking Leave to put 
the Senate to the Sword ; and the Tribunes who en 
deavour'd to reſiſt them, being bear back and ſome 
of them flain, ttrey broke in, bloody as they were 
into Or he's Banquetting-Room, demanding where 
the Emperor was, and wou'd not deſiſt till they fav 
him. He began his Expedition with great Diligence 
but with too muth Precipitation; taking no Care 0 
the Religious Rites; and the +, Sacred Shields not 
being replac'd in the Temple after the Proceſſon 
which was anciently eſteem'd as.ill-boding. It wa 
undertaken alſo upon the very Day that the Worſhij 
pers of the Mother of the Gods began theit Lamen 
tations and Cries, and even under the moſt * 

ciou 
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+ The Ancilia, which Numa feign'd were brought div 


City ſbou'd always proſper while they were preſerv d. Ti: 
were carry d in a ſolemn Proceſſion at the Beginning 
March, and were hung up again in the Temple at the End 
the ſame Month: And till this Ceremony was fiviſd'd, vile 
thought unlawful to undertake any Publick Aion. 15 
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ous Omens. For the Victims he flew to Father 
by prov'd favourable, whereas in ſuch a Sacrifice 
was more defirable to have the Entrails of the 
zaſts prove otherwiſe :+ And at his. firſt ſetting out 
e was ſtopp'd by an Inundation of the Tiber; and 
wenty Miles from the City, he found his Way 
ock'd up by the Ruines of ſome Buildings that 
ele fallen down. | 55 
9. And tho' all agreed it was his Intere? to draw 
wt the War into Length, the Enemy being preſs'd' 
th Hunger, and embarrafs'd by rhe Streightnets of 
je Ways, yet with equal Temerity be re ſolv'd ta 
ke the firft Opportunity to ſight ; Whether he was 
patient of being held longer in Pain, and in hope 
might be able to give them a conſiderable Defeat 
fore Vitellius came up, or whether he was unable 
withſtand the Ardour of the Soldiers, who earneſt- 
demanded a Battel. He was not in the Engage- 
ent himſelf, but ſtaid behind at “ Brixilum. In 
hee ſmall: Encounters at the Alba, near Placentia; 
dat the Place call'd I Gaftor's, he had the Victory; 
tin the Jaſt and the greateſt, which was at if Be- 
m, he was overcome by X Treachery. For 
tere being ſome Hope of a Conference given, the 
diers came out of their Lines as if a 'Truce 
been agreed to, when on a ſudden, while they 
ere in the very Act of mutual Salutation, they 
tre oblig'd to fight. Upon this he immediately 
termin'd to finiſh his Life, rather (as feveral are 
Opinion, and juftly) out of Shame, that he might 
| Bir : not 


8 


— 1 


The Infernal God, The Victim: to him proving Fa- 
wable, ſignify'd, he accepted the Sacrificer, and conſe- 
ty that he ſhould die. 

f Now i'rifello in the Dukedom of Modena. 

Twelve Miles from Cremona, 

it 4 Town' between Cremona and Verona; 30 Ta- 


k The Story is at large in Tacitus, Hiſt. 2. 
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not perſiſt ro aſſert his own Dominion at the H 
zard of the Publick, and of the Lives of ſo ma 
Men, than from any Deſpair or Diffidence of: h 
Forces: For the Troops he had reſerv'd againft 
ſecond Riſque, were yet entire and freſh, and othet 
were alſo advancing to his Aſſiſtance from Dahnati 
Pannonia and Mæſia; nor were thoſe who were bez 
en ſo diſpirited, as not to offer of themſelves to ruff; i: 
any Danger alone to revenge their late Diſgrace. 


10. In this Battel was preſent my Father Sueroyi * 
Lenis, in Quality of a * Tribunus Anguſticlavius of ti Ius 
tenth Legion. He us'd often to fay, that Orho, eve libe 


while he was a Private Man, had ſuch an Abhorreng 
of Civil Wars, that ſome Body happening once 
Table to mention the End of Brutus and Caſſtus, he fe 


a trembling; and that he would never have engaged 
againſt Galba, if he had not been ſatisfy'd he cou rd 
not accompliſh his Point without a War: That Wlib1 
was now taught to deſpiſe Life by the Example of feats 
Common Soldier, who bringing the News of ti ben 
Defeat, when none believ'd him, but either accu a 
him of a Lye or Cowardiſe, as if he had run zw erd 
out of the Battel, he threw himſelf upon his S woe! 
before Otho's Feet, who, my Father ſaid, cry d o igh 
at the Sight, He won d no more expoſe ſuch brave and dH 11 
ſerving Men to Danger. Adviſing, his Brother the itt 
fore, and his Brother's Son, and all his Friends, s h; 
rovide for their Safety as well as they cou'd, att n 
had embrac'd and kiſod them, he ſent them aw Wor 
and going aſide, wrote a conſolatory Letter to bl! 
Siſter, and another to M-ſallina, the Wife of Ner being 
whom he intended to mariy, recommending to b ftte: 
the Care of his Reliques and his Memory. ThW: | 
he burnt the Letters and Papers that were in b 
Hands, leſt they ſhou'd bring any into Tm 8 
a 
A Tribune of. the Equeſtrian Order, For the Lat Y 
Clavus was worne by the Senators, and the Ang ng | 


Clavus by the Knights. 


Marcus SaLvius OTHo. 429 
me with the Conqueror; and divided what Mo- 


ey he had, among his Domeſticks. Us, 
11. Being thus prepati'd, and juſt ready to give the 
tal Blow, a Tumult aroſe while he delay d; and 


nder ſtanding that the Soldiers ſeiz'd thoſe who were 


re bea;.oinning to ſteal away, and kept them back as 
to u aertecs; Let us then, ſaid he, add this Night to our 
ace, N, which were his very Words; and forbad them 
uetoni offer Violence to any one, and left the Door of 


is Chamber open till late ar Night, to allow all the 
liberty of coming in to him that wou'd. After 
is he quench'd his Thirſt with a Draught of cold 
Water ; and taking up two Daggers, try'd the Edge 


he f if both; and laying one under his Pillow, he fait- 
gas end his Door, and fell into a ſound Sleep. To- 
: COU Byard the Morning he wak'd, and with one Blow 
hat MA ubb'd himſelf below the left Pap; and his Attend- 
e of Mets ruſhing in at the firſt Groan, ſometimes he 
of thiWh-w'd them the Wound, and ſometimes conceal'd 


Ccus Bi; and fo expir'd ; and his Funerals, as he had or- 
— ler d, were X diſpatch'd out of hand. He dy'd in 
wor N 


the Thirty-eighth Year of his Age, and the Ninety- 
ith Day of his Reign. 

12. A Courage in Othe like this, was agreeable 
neither to his Perſon nor Garb For he is reported 
to have been of a moderate Stature, ſplay-footed, 
nd bandy-leg d; as nice and delicate almoſt as a 


Woman; for the Hairs that grew upon his Body he 


0 hi pull'd up by the Root; and the Hair of his Head 
= being very thin, he wore a Border, which was 
The fitted ſo exaQtly, and fate ſo cloſe, that it cou'd. not 


be known, He us'd to ſhave his Face every 
Day, 


X To prevent his Bod)'s falling into the Enemy - Hande, 
end ſuffering the ſame Inſults and abuſes he had b. fore 
fen d to Galba's, 
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Day, and to daub it over with a |i Paſte made 
ſoak d Bread; which he began to do ar the fir 
Coming of the Hair, to prevent his having a Bear 
He often celebrated the Rites of 16s in Publick, c 
ina Religious Garment of Linnen. And hence, 
believe, it was-that his Death being ſo little of 
Piece with his Life, appear'd the more ſurptiſin 
Many of the Soldiers that were preſent kifs'd 
Hands and Feet, as he lay, weeping plentifully, an 
ſtyling him A moſt Valiant Man, and their only Ember 
and flew themſelves alſo not far from his Funer 
Pile; and many who were abſent,” when they ft 
ceiv d the News, drew their Swords and fought tq 
gether till they kill'd one another, for Grief In 
Word, moſt Men, tho' they hated him while h 
was living, magnify'd and prais'd him dead 
ſo that it was commonly faid, he ew Galba 0. 
much for the ſake of obtaining the Empire, as of reſtin 


the Liberty ef the Republick. - 


TE 


a i * 


Juvenal derides him for this Efteminacy : 


Nimirum ſummi ducis eſt occidere Galbam, &c. 
f 5 a Lf :3 a Sat. 
Calba to kill he thought a Gem rab Part, 
But, as a Courtier, us'd the niceſt Art uf 
To. ſave his Skin from Tan; and ther:fore ſpread 
Upon his Face a Paſte of miiſten'd Bread. 


THI 


OLD 


AP & 


— — — * 
— - 
— — — * 
+ 
—— . 4 
— > +4 
— 
4+ * - 
— — — 4 * 
— 4+ 
= ++ 
— +4 
— — + CIT 
— 2221 
— ñ _— ++ 
Y * 
** 
— 1 . 
— " 
— 21 
— 91 
. 
— 
— ͤ ——A— wb 
* 
— 4 
—— 
— xy — ** 
— Dſ— 
— I 
— — — 
— 4 „* 
— — ++ 
+ + 
— — 
—— ty 
——_—- 
— 
— * 
— — 
—— 
— — 
- 44+ 
— — 
— — > . 
— — . 
- — 5 1 
— — 1 
— — 3 
— . 
' . 33334 2 
— 
— 
A — 92 
++ 
= ++ 
" 4+ 
— 
— — * . 
— 
— y — 
+ + — 
— 2 25 
— — 
— * — — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
_ * — — 
— — 
— — 
— k-tWm— 
— ner 1b 
— — = 4 — 
— * — 
— * — 
— — — - — — — — 
— -_ — — 
— ue : — — 
— — 
— — — - CM _ —— T — 
— — 
_ — — — 
— — . ++ , — 
— ES - + — — 
— , 5 —— 
— —̃ — - ITT — — 
— — 
T — _ — 
— . ” - : ++ + 4» +54 ++ CIILTTTTE — — 
* = = = * — — ———— 
— — 22221 2 2 — — + — — 
— — + - TT — — — 
— — —— 
WIT 7 ++ 120 L — — — 
— — — —— — 7 — —— 
— ns — <ut>—onn——_—_ 
— — — — — 
— — — — 
— —— — = — 
— — — — — 
— — — — — 
TE — 
” — - —— — — 
T — — — 
+ — — 8— — — — — — — 
TL — — — — — — — 
t CIs — ! — 
— — 
| — — ——— — —_——____ = 
— ———H— —— — m — — — 
— — — — CE 1 
— — — 
— — — — — — — 
— — ———— ere 
— — ä — V — — 
— — — — — 
— — — — 
— — —— 
| — ——— — — — —— 
* — — 
— _ 
— —46 ũ—ↄd—ñ— 
* —— — — — — — 


. 40 


ow in 
ellis 


green 
Conc 
tiſe 

fuc's 
leſct 


Prop 


. 2 
. 


* 


— — 24 - — — . —— CC - * 


* 17705 1114 * Mere 
* \ 4 + AS ko ( 1 


* - — 
4 R _ * — . , TE 
' — x . = 
# "I * - 
— 
” * 


| 


- * 


* *- 


. v * a 4 
w# 4 4 N «4 a 
- a P " % 
f s | ' , 
% * 1 0 
A * 
195 » 4 . 0 JS . \ 3 * 30 0 + * 
' ** n i } 1 * N E = ; 
. : z 
a — 
* 
\? 0 
" * - , * 4 *, ” oy 


HE. Original of the Yitelii is reported 
by ſeveral with very great D, 
by ſome, as Antient and Noble; and by 
others, as new and obſcure, and evez; 
baſe. I ſhould be apt to imagine Re 
ports ſo extremely different might be 
owing to the Flatterers and to the Detracters of Y; 
live the Emperor, if there had not been a Difa- 
geement ſome Time before alſo concerning the 
Condition of the Family, There is a ſmall Trea- 
ile extant of ©. Eulogius to Q. Yitellius, Augu- 
fs Queſtor, in which he affirms. the Vitellii were 
lſcended from Faunus, King of the Aborigines and 

| | Vitellia, 


* The third King of the Aborigines, the moſt antient 
Paple of Italy. : 

—— Fauno Picus Pater, iſque Parentem, &c. Arg. 
But Picus came from Faunus; Faunus drew 

Hir Birth from Saturn, if Records be true. . 
Mr. Dryden; 


* — 
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Vitellia, who was worſhipp'd in ſeveral Plac 

a Goddeſs, and that they reign'd over all 2 ' 
the remaining Branch of whom remov'd from 
Sabines to Rome,.and-were-enroll'd among the, Pat 
cians; that ſome Monuments of the Line remain'd 


Aulnus 
Dim:! 
uriou 


Magr 


long Time, as the Vitellian Way reaching from +5 far 
niculum to the Sea, and a Colony of the ſame Nan fy 1 
an 


which they deſir'd might be committed to a g. | 
form'd of their Hoũſe; to defend it againſt the ai 1 
coli And a Garriſon being ſeat into Apulia in Md“ 
Time of the Samnitic War, ſome of the Vitellii { = 
tled at Nuceria ; the Poſterity of whom, after a lo he 1 
Interval, came back to the City, and were reſtor 
to the Senatorian Order. On the contrary, ſever 
ſay_a Freedman was the Founder of the Line. B 
Caſſius Severus, and others, make him to be a Botche 
whoſe Son having rais'd an Eſtate by redeeming fo 
feited Goods, and by Informations, begat a Remi 
Knight upon a Proſtitute, the Daughter of one 4 
riochas a Baker. But theſe inconſiſtent Reports 
leave undetermin'd. RELEASE 

2. P. Htellius of Nuceria, whether he wis of i 
antient Family, or of ignominious Parents and A 


Acco: 
(uſto 
penkl 
rathe! 
Frient 
lick v 
being 
dy 2 
Ing 
ervle 
egio 


ceſtors, was certainly a Reman Knight and Procu 
tor to Auguſtus, and left four Sons of conſiderab is E 
Quality, of the ſame Cognomen, and only different! xped 
their Prænomina, as Aulus, Quintus, Publius and Lucia __ 
. .*6 a Aull N A 1 
one) 
* | 7 ru 
+ 4 Towri of Italy, ſaid to be built by Janus. 2. 
fo antient that even in Evander's' Time Virgil make: Ml Fla 
to have been in Ruines. dor 
= R ns fon 
Hec duo preterea disjectis Oppida muris, G * 
i fin. $ 
He ſaw two Heaps of Ruines ;.. once they ſtood 
| Two ftately Towns on either ſide the Flood; 
Saturnia“ and Janicula's Remains, 1 
And either Place the Fennder - Name ret ains. f V. 
f | ; Afr. Drydeq i Den 
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Julus dy'd in the Conſulſhip, which he began with 
Dmitius the Father of Nero Ceſar. He was very lux- 
urious, and much reflected on for the extravagant 
Magnificence of his Banquets. Quintus, upon Tibe- 
nus cauſing thoſe Senators who were leaſt quali- 
fd, ro be ſingled out and degraded, loſt his Rank, 
ind was reduc'd to the Condition of a Private Man. 
M»hlius was the intimate Companion of Germanicus, 
ind accus'd Cn. Piſo, his implacable Enemy and Mur- 
deter, and condemn'd him; and after he had ſuſtain'd 


ede Honour of the Preture, was arreſted among the 
lon Accomplices of S:janus, and being committed to the 
ſtor (uſtody of his Brother, open'd his Veins with a 
"V1 Penknite ; and having ſuffer'd himſelf to be cur'd, 
N, cher in Compliance with the Intreaties of his 


friends, than from an Averſion to Death, he fell 
ick while he was thus in Cuſtody, and dy'd. Lucius 
ting after the Conſulate made Governor of Syria. 
by a maſterly Addreſs and Conduct won Artabanus 
ling of the Parthians, not only to come to an In- 
view, but even to“ worſhip the Enſigns of the 
egions. After this, beſide two ordinary Conſul- 
hips. he held the Cenſorſhip with Claudius when he 
vs Emperor; and in his Abſence on his Britannick 
Liedition, adminiſter'd the Empire. He was an in- 
vent and induſtrious Man, but infamous for Love 
f a Freedwoman, with whoſe Spirtle mix'd with 
oney, he us'd to anoint his Temples and Jaws for 
Cure, and that not ſeldom or in private, but 
lily and in publick. Having a wonderful Genius 
t Flattery, he firſt introduc'd the Cuſtom of 
doring Caius Ceſar as a God; for he wou'd not 
reſume ro approach him at his Return from Syria, 
it with his Head vail'd, 2 turning himſelf a- 


bout, 


——_—_K 
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" This was doing Homage to the Romans. 

Victor ſays, he did this to ſave his Life, which was 
Danger from Caligula. | 
A AZ of Adoration with the Romans. 
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bout, fell proftrate at his Feet. And that he might 
neglect no Arts to infinuate himſelf into Claygiy,. com 
who was manag'd by his Wives and Freedmen Moc: 
he begg'd of Mrſallins as the moſt valuable 
Favour in the World, that ſhe wou'd permit 
him to take off her Shoes; and when ſhe allow 
him, he catch'd away her Right Shoe, and kept it 
and us'd to carry it always about him between hi 
Gown and his Tunic, and frequently to pull it out 
and kiſs it. He worſhipp'd Golden Images of Ny 
ciſſus and Pallas among his Lares; and perpetual] 
added, Sepe facias, May ft thou often do the ſame, whe 
he congratulated Claudius at his holding the Secular 
Games. 

3. He dy'd of a Palſy, the next Day after he w; 
taken, leaving behind him two Sons, by Scrvili 
a Woman of great Probity and of no mean Deſcent 
whom he liv'd to ſce Conſuls, both of them in thi 
ſame Year, which was ſhar'd wholly between them 
the younger ſucceeding the elder for fix Monthy 
When he was dead; the Senate honour'd him with 
a Publick Funeral, and a Statue at the Roſtra wit 
this Inſcription, PIETATIS IMMOBILIS ERG 
PRINCIPEM, Of immoveable Fidelity towards hi 
Prince. Aulus Vitellius the Emperor, the Son of Luciy 
was born the * eighth of the Kalends of October, 0 
as others ſay, the ſeventh of the Ides of Septemb: 
Druſus Ceſar and Norbanus Flaccus being Conſuls. Hi 
Parents were ſo frighten'd at his Nativity, whicl 
was foretold by the Aſtrologers, that his Fathe 
while he liv'd, did all he cou'd to prevent his havin| 
the Charge of a Province committed to him ; an( 
his Mother, as ſoon as ſhe heard he was ſent to th 


Legions and was ſaluted EMPEROR, lamented hinge He 
as loſt for ever. His Childhood, and the forme{uich: 
Part of his Youth, he paſs'd at Capreæ, among t um 


Catamites of Tiberius, and always went by the inf roy 
mous Name of the Spintria; and the Merit of th 


Comel:nel 


Bec. 
the J 


September 23. 


Aurus ViTELLIUS 43s 


(omelineſs of his Body was thought to be the firſt 
0ccafion of his Father's Promotion. 

„ As he was plung'd in all manner of Lewdneſs 
n the ſucceeding Part of his Age, he held the chief 
Pace at Court; being the Darling of Caius for his 


ax 5 Charioteering, and of Claudius for his Love of the 
\ bibye. But he was more in Grace with Nero, as well 


hr both thoſe Qualifications, as becauſe while he 
vn eſided once at the Neronian Games, Nero having a 
ul reat Ambition to diſpute the Prize with the Harp- 
xs, and tho” all eagerly defir'd him to come on, not 
wing the Reſolution to appear, bur flipping out of 
he Theatre, he went after him as if he had been 
in by the whole Aſſembly, who wou'd take no 


Wa ; 
vil enial, and drew him back, and brought him upon 
cence Stege as if he had been overcome by the Impor- 
n th nities of the People. 


5. By the Indulgence of three Princes, being not 
my ennobled with Honours, but with the princi- 
ul Prieſthoods alſo, he afterwards executed the Pro- 
unſulete of Africa and the Care of the Publick 
Vorks, with a very different Conduct and Repura- 
om. In the Province for two Years together he 
ted with fingular Innocence, when he was Lieu- 
mant to his Brother who ſucceeded him. But in 
5 City- Omce he is reported to have rifled the Gifts 


Hi Ornaments of the Temples, and to have chang'd 
which bers, ſubſtituting Pewter and Copper in the Room 
rather Cold and Silver. 
navin 6. He narry'd Petronia, the Daughter of a Conſu- 
: ant Man. by whom he had his Son Petronianus, who 
to th blind in one of his Eyes; and being appointed 
ed hin Heir by his Mother upon Condition he was 
formeWiſcharg'd from the Dominion of his Father, he 
ng tr im free, and in a ſhore Time, as it is believ'd, 
e infaOitroy'd him, pretending he had a Deſign to mur- 


2 der 


— 


 Birauſe elſe he cou d not claim the Legacy in Law, 
'the Right to it wou d have been in his Father. 
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der him, and that out of Remorſe he drank the Poy 
ſon himſelf which he had prepar'd for the Deed 
He afrerwards marry'd Galeria Fundana, whoſe Fs 
ther had been Pretor. He had Children of bot 
Sexes by her ; but the Son by a violent Stammerin 
was render'd almoſt a Mute, and had ſcarcely an 
Uſe of his Tongue. | 
7. He was ſent into the lower Germany by Galla 
contrary to the Opinion of moſt Men; but he w. 
aſſiſted, tis thought, by the Influence of T. Yin, 
who had a very great Power at the Time, and tf 
whom he had recommended himſelf before by fi 
vouring the ſame f Faction with him. Unleſs Gall 
had this Thought in himſelf, that none were lel 
to be fear'd than thoſe whoſe only Care is their Gu 
and that in the Produce of a whole Province 
wou'd be able to live at his Heart's Deſire, and 
tisfy his enormous Appetite ; ſo that any one mig 
ſee, he was choſen rather out of Contempt than F. 
vour. It is certain, he had not Money to defr; 
the Charges of his Journey, and was in ſo low 
Condition, that having privately lodg'd his Wil 
and Children, whom he left behind him at Rome, i 
a hir d Chamber, he let out his Houſe for the ri 
maining Part of the Year, and pawn'd a large Pea 
which he took out of his Mother's Ear to raiſe 
Summ for his Expence. A Croud of Creditors b 
ſetting his Door, and detaining him, and amo 
them the * Sinueſſans and * Formians, whoſe Revenu 
he had imbezzled, he had no other Way to rep 
them, than by making them afraid he ſhou'd it 
peach them upon the Law concerning || a_ 


Londe 


_ * „ 


+ of the Charioteers in the Circus. 

* The People of Sinueſſa and Formia, two Towns 
merly in Campania. n ſeve 

|| i- e. He won d proſecute them for abuſive Langui nom 
and for inſulting hin, as appears by the folowing Wienſic 
ample. 
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Far a certain Freedman having formerly demanded 


Por, pcbr of him ſomething roughly, he immediately 
DeedMommenc'd a Suit againſt him for kicking him, and 
c FafWrtorted “ fifty Seſterces out of him before he with- 
bote the Action. At his Arrival the Army, which 


xs diſaffected to their Prince, and diſpos'd to a 
y an WMChing:, received him gladly and with Hands held 
to Heaven, as one ſent them by the Gods, the 
Tn of a Man thrice Conſul, and in the Vigor of his 
je, and of an eaſy and profuſe Diſpoſition. This 
Opinion of him Yirelius had encreas'd by ſeveral 
freſh Inſtances, kiſſing, all along upon the Road, 
mery common Soldier he met, and mingling with 
he Mule-Drivers and ordinary Travellers in the 
ns and Stables, and. being extravagantly civil and 
bliging to them, asking them every one in the 

Morning familiarly whether they had got their 
Veskfaſt, and then belching to ſhew them he had 
ben care to eat his own. 

8, Upon his Entring the Camp, he deny'd no 
Man any Requeſt he made him ; and of his own 
Motion took off the f Notes of Ignominy which 
ere ſet upon ſome, excus'd the Guilty) from 
wearing the Criminal || Habit, and releasd the 
londemn'd from their X Puniſhments. Wherefore 

U 3 a 


" The greater Sefterce, 2185 Litres. 

f Theſe Puniſhments being all inflited upon the Soldiers 
in the Camp, muſt be underſtood in a Military Senſe and 
w in a Civil, The Notes of Ignominy may ſignify a Sol- 
lier's being degraded to a meaner Rank, or put under a 
imtence of Dilerace, or expos'd to the whole Camp in ſome 
lbonourable Poſture, like thoſe mention d p. 76. 

A dirty dark-colour'd Garment, with their Hair al- 
| wicomb'd and growing wild. 

X Scourging, or ſome other Corporal Puniſhment. Here 
uſo may be ol ſerv d the Impropriety of applying one Verb 
' ſeveral Nouns in a different Senſe ; for the Latin is, 


N. 


gu srominioſis Notas, reis ſordes, damnoſis ſupplicia 
ing [ta 


438 The LIFE of 


a Month was ſcarcely paſt, but without any Regay 
to the * Day or Time, when it was now Evening 
the Soldiers on a ſudden ſnatch'd him out of hi 
Chamber in his Undreſs as he was, and faluted hin 


yilon 
ed to 
m In 


EMPEROR and being carry'd round thro' the prin — 
cipal Towns, holding + Julius's Sword drawn in hit # 4 
Hand, which was taken out of the Temple of Mar; 0 b 
and deliver'd him by ſome body at his firſt Pro = 
clamation, before he return'd to his Tent, it was all L L 
in a Blaze, the Chimney being on fire ; and whe he 
every one was concern'd at it as an improſperou of 
Omen, Be of good Cheer, ſays he, it ſhines upon ut; which 01; | 
was all the Speech he made to the Soldiers. Th r. 
Army of the Upper Province, which had before re fan 
volted from Galba to the Senate, alſo declaring e mo! 
his Side, he readily aſſum'd the Cognomen of GER 2 
MANI CU s, which was offer'd him by all; but tha ;« ch 
of AUGUSTUS he defer'd, and always refus'd that me 
of CASAR. he 
9 As ſoon as he heard of Galba's Murder, he ſet-. be ſ 
tled the Affairs of Germany, and divided the Forces bono 
into two Bodies, one of which was to be ſent before Hop 
againſt Ortho, and the other he was to bring up him-M «4 
felf. The 4} Party which advanc'd before, had hi 
fortunare Omen; for an Eagle flew on a ſudden from than 
the right Wing, and having rounded the Enſigns, ¶ tis V 
proceeded leiſurely before them in their March. On: Tr 
the contrary, when he mov'd on with his own Di- nag; 
viſion, whil 
ON atme 
| 0 
* Whether lucky or unfortunate for undertaking am — 
Action of Importance, according to the endleſs Superſtitin WM For : 
of the Heat hen. , the! 
+ Julius Czſar's. | pleas 
tt To (ignifie they ſhou'd indeed prevail againſt Otho, 
deprive him of the Empire (the Enſign of which was tht 
Eagle, and bring upon him the Puniſhment which he de. * 
ſerv'd for murdering Galba. But the ill Omens which 4 
accurr'd to the Troeps Vitellius led on in Perſon, ſbew d + 


ſhou d be very unhappy in his Undertaking, 
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von, his Statues on Horſeback, which were erect- 
ro him in ſeveral Places, had the Legs broken in 
u Inſtant and * fell down; and the f Laurel, with 
hich he had crown'd himſelf with great Solemnity, 
lropy'd off into the Stream; and as he was fitting in 
judgment at Venna, a Cock perch'd |i firſt upon his 
Shoulder, and then upon his Head. The Event was 
nſwe rable to theſe Portents; for the Empire which 
bis Lieutenants put him in Poſſeſſion of, he was ner 
wle to retain himſelf. 

Jo. The Victory at Bebriacum, and the Death of 
Olo, he heard of while he was yet in Gaul; and im- 
nediately by one Edict he disbanded all the Preto- 
nan Cohorts, as having ſhewn a moſt pernicious Ex- 
mple, and commanded them to deliver up their 
Arms to the Tribunes. But a hundred and twenty 
of them, whoſe Petitions fell interhis Hands, which 
they had preſented to Orho, demanding a Reward for 
the Service they did in killing Galba, he order'd to. 
be ſearch'd after and put to Death. A brave and 
honourable Action, and which wou'd have given 
Hopes of his proving an admirable Prince, if the 
reſt of his Deportment had not been more according 
to his natural Temper and his former Courſe of Life, 
than to the Majeſty of the Empire. For beginning 
tis March, he rode thro” the Cities with the Pomp of 
Triumph, and croſs'd the Rivers in rich Barges, 
magnificently adorn'd with ſevera] Sorts of Crowns, 
while Tables were prepar'd in all Parts with the 
utmoſt Profuſion. But he obſerv'd no manner of 
Order or Diſcipline among his Domeſticks or Sol- 
ders, making a Jeſt of their Rapines and Abuſes. 
for not being content to be treated every where at 
the Publick Charge, they made free what Slaves they 
pleas'd, beating and ſcourging, and often wounding 

4 thoſe 


1 


— 
9 


* To ſignifie his falling from his Imperial Dignity. 
This ſhew'd he jhou'd finally be defeated. 
|| This Omen is explain d by Suetonius, p. 446. 
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thoſe who oppos'd them, and ſometimes knocking 
them on the Head. When he came to the Field 
where the Battel was fought, ſome being diſturb 
at the Stench of the Carkaſſes, he had the Daring to 
animate them with this barbarous and ill-omen'4 
Saying, That rhe Smell of a ſlain Enemy was very ſwect, 
and of a Citizen much better. However, to repel the 
Noiſomneſs of the Savour, he drank à plentiful 
Quantity of Wine before their Eyes, and with equal 
Vanity and Infolence commanded it to be dea't 
round as they march'd. Obſerving a common Stone 
inſcrib d to Otho's Memory, He was worthy, ſays he, 
of ſuch a Mauſoleum; and the Dagger with which he 
flew himſelf, he ſent to Agrippina's Colony, to be 
dedicated to Mars; and held a Pervigilium upon the 
Top of Apenninus. 

11. Laſtly, he enter'd the City wich the Sound of 
Trumpets, in bis Paludamentum, girt with his Sword, 
and amid the Enſigns and Banners, his Attendants 
alſo being clad in the Military Habit, and the Sol. 
diers following with their naked Weapons. And 
now more and more neglecting all Divine and Hu. 
man Rights, he aſſum'd the High Prieſthood upon 
the Day of the * Defeat at Alia; and fix'd the Time 
for chooſing Magiſtrates to be once in ten Years, 
and made himſelf Perpetual Conſul. And to put it 
out of Queſtion what Plan of Government he de. 
ſign'd to purſue, aſſembling a Number of the Pub- 
lick Prieſts in the Middle of rhe Campus Martins, he 
Perform'd an Infernal Sacrifice to Nero; and at 1 
tolemn Feſtival, a Harper pleaſing him very well, 
he call'd out to him to ſing ſomething upon Domi- 
tius, and the Fellow beginning a Song of Nero's mak- 
ing, he was the firſt to ſhout and clap him. 


12. Having 


— 


* A moſt ill omen d Day with the Romans, and brand: 
ed in their Publick Kalendar, becauſe they were beaten . 
the Gauls, 


12. 
of his 
ſure ( 
ſpeci 
defil's 
and b. 
catch 
tali, 
took 
ſtubb 
ſtroli 
he W 


and b 
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12. Having made this Beginning, the greater Part 
of his Reign was manag'd by the Counſels and Plea- 
re of the vileſt of rhe Players and Charioteers, e- 
ſpecially of Aſiaticus a Freedman. Aſaticus had been 
deßl'd with mutual Proſtitution in his early Youth, 
nd being tir'd with the Life, ran away, and Vitellius 
catching him again as he was ſelling Verjuice at Pa- 
4wli, put him in Irons, and preſently releaſing him, 
ok him into Favour again: But not enduring his 
ſtubborn and fierce Behaviour, he ſold him to a 
troling Feacer, and ſtole him from him again while 
he was reſerv'd to conclude the Combat of the Day; 
ind being himſelf promoted to the Command of a Pro- 
vince, he made him free; and the firſt Day of his 
Reign, gave him the Golden Ring at Supper, tho' 
when al} his Acquaintance had requeſted it for him 
in the Morning, he expreſs'd the utmoſt Abhorrence 
of laying ſuch a Blemiſh on the Equeſtrian Order. 

13. But being chiefly addicted to Luxury and 
Cruelty, he always made three and ſometimes four 
Meals a Day ; as a Breakfaſt, Dinner, Supper, and a 
Collation after that; all which he cou'd eaſily per- 
form,. becauſe he had got a Habit of Vomiting upon 
Occaſion. He generally took his Rounds for his 
Meals, inviting himſelf for each to the Houſe of 
one and another of his Acquaintance in the ſame 
Day; and it never coſt the Perſon who treated him 
k{s than F forty Millions of Seſterces every time. 
hut the moſt celebrated was the Supper which his 
other gave him upon his Arrival; in which, tis 
lid, two thouſand of the choiceſt Fiſhes, and ſeven 
tiouſand Birds were ſerv'd to Table. Yet he ex- 
terded this himſelf at the Dedication of a Charger, 
which, for the extravagant Magnitude of ir, he com- 
monly call'd The Shield of Minerva: For this Charger 
be fill'd with a very voluptuous Compoſition of the 
Livers of Scare-Fiſh, the Brains -of Pheaſants and 

Us Peacocks, 


ſr EET 


_ 


— —„— 


i 106000 Crewns.- 
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Peacocks, the Tongues of Phanicopters, and the 
Roes of Lampreys, for which the Maſters of Ships 
and Gallies ranſack'd the Ocean from as far as the 
Carpathian dca, and the Streights of Spain. And 
as he was a Man not only of a boundleſs but alſo of 
an unſeaſonable and ſordid Appetite, he cou'd not 
forbear even at a Sacrifice or on a Journey, but 
wou'd catch up the Fleſh from the Altars and ſnatch 
the Cates out of the Flames, and eat them, and even 
devour the Victuals in the Cooks Shops upon the 


Road, whether they were then freſh-dreſs'd, or the 


ſtale Leavings of Yeſterday. 
14. Being diſpos'd to put to death or puniſh any 
one upon any occaſion, he cut off, by ſeveral ſorts 


of Treachery, the Noblemen, his Fellow-Pupils and | 


Equals, whom he had eninard by all manner of 
Blandiſhments, almoſt admitting them to a Partner. 
ſhip with him in in the Empire. To one of them he 


adminiſtred Poyſon with his own Hand, in a Draught | 


of cold Water, which he call'd for as he lay ill of a 
Fever: And of the Uſurers, & Stipulators and Pub. 


licans, who had ever demanded a Debt of him zt 


Rome, or Duties upon the Road, he hardly ſpar'd a 
Man. Having deliver'd one of them in the very 
_ Att of Salutation into the Executioner's Hands, and 
immediately calling him back, while all were praiſing 
his Clemency, he order'd him to be executed before 
his Face, ſaying, Pelle ſe paſcere oculos, He had 4 
Mind to tt feed his Eyes; and the two Sons of 
another offering to interceed for their Father, he 
commanded them to undergo the ſame Fate. A Roman 
Knight crying out, as they carry'd him off, Thi 
art my Heir, he oblig'd him to * — 

eſta- 


— 


* The Streights of Gibraltar. 

I Eating out of all uſual Hours, and devouring a") 
coarſe and foul Victuals which came in his Way. 

X Bondſinen, who became Security to Creditors for per- 
forming the Conditions upon which they lent their Money. 

TT With the Sight 1 the Execution. 
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Teſtament; and when he ſaw the Knight had made 
his Freedman Coheir with him, he order'd them to 


de both ſtrangled together, He alſo put to death 


ſome of the common People, only for openly curſ- 
ing the Faction of the Blue, looking upon it as done 
in Contempt of himſelf, and from a Hope of a ſud- 
len Alteration. But he was more ſevere againſt 


none than the Fortune-Tellers and Aſtrologers, 
beheading any one who was accus'd, without 
hearing him. That which inrag'd him, was, that af- 


ter his Edict, in which he injoin'd them to leave 
the City and Haly by the Kalends of October, a Paper 
was found publickly affix'd, aſſerting, hat the Chal- 


leans declar d it for the Publick Intereſt, that Vi- 
tellius Germanicus ſhou'd ceaſe to be before thoſe Kalend's 
ame. He was alſo ſuſpe&ed to have been concern d 
in the Death of his Mother, forbidding them to give 


her Food in her Sickneſs ; a certain Woman call'd 
(ata, whom he liſtned to as an Oracle, propheſy- 


ing, His Reign 2 then be fix'd and laſting if he ſur- 
ers ſay, that ſhe herſelf being weary 

of the preſent Poſture of Things, and afraid of what 

vas coming, beg'd her Son to help her to a Doſe of 


vu Her. Ot 


Poyſon, who made no great Difficulty to obey her. 


15. In the eighth Month of his Reign, the Armies 


of either Mæſia and of Pannonia revolted, and be- 
jond the Sea, thoſe in Judæa and Syria; and Part of 
tem ſwore to Yeſpatian in Perſon and Part in his Ab- 


ence. To retain therefore the Favour and Affection 
efothers, he practis'd all manner of Liberality both 
n Publick and Private. He made Levies alſo in the 


lity, upon Condition that ſuch as liſted voluntarily 
hou'd not only be diſcharg'd after the Victory, but 
eren receive the Reward of Veterane-Troops who 
bad ſerv'd the full Time. The Enemy preſſing him 
lien by Sea and Land, he ſent his Brother againſt 


him 


1599 


ghonum factum, the Words of Form, with which the 
Aid, began. 
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him with a Fleet, and the new Levies and a Band of Ml 74 
Gladiators to make Head againſt-him on one Side, and fur 
on the other the Forces and Commanders at Bebriacum, W bit 
But being vanquiſh'd or betray d in every Place, he 
bargain'd with Flavin Sabinus,the Brother of Veſpaſian, 
to ſecure his Life for a * thouſand Millions of Se- 
ſterces, and immediately declar'd at the Steps of the 
Palace before a great Concourſe of the Soldiers, that | 
he wou d reſign the Empire, which he had accepted againſt 
his Will ; and when they all proteſted againſt ir, he | 
deſiſted: And after a Night's Delay, as ſoon as it 
was Light, he went down to the Roſtya in a ſordid 
Garment, and with a World of Tears made the ſame 
Declaration again, reading it to them now from 
Paper ; but the Soldiers and the People interrupting 
again, and adviſing him not be dishearten d, and 
romiſing to aſſiſt him to the ntmoſt of their Power, 
took Courage, and ſurprizing Sabinus and the reſt 
of the Havii, who ſuſpeted Nothing, he forc'd them 
into the Capitol; and ſetting the Temple of Jupiter | 
+ Optimus Maximus on fire, burnt them in it; and 
beheld rhe ; Skirmiſh and the Burning from the 
Ziberian Lodging as he was banquetting there. Not | 
iong after, repenting of the Fact, and throwing the 
Blame upon others, he call'd an Aſſembly and ſwore | 
himſelf, and oblig'd others to ſwear, that Nothing 
was dearer to him than the Publick Repoſe. Unbinding } 
his Dagger then from his Side, he offer'd it firſt to 
the Conſul, and upon his refuſing it, to the Magi- 
ſtrates, and afterwards to the Senators Man by Man; 
and no one accepting it, he departed as if he was 
going to lodge it in the Temple of CONCORD: 


But tome crying out, Ipſum eſſe CO ann 
That 


— 
* 
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+ The Beſt and Greateſt, the moſt ſolemn Style which 1 


they gave to their Supreme Deity. i 
* The Diſpute when they ſeis'd the Flavii and went 110 ale. 


carry them to the Capitol, Naa 
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That he himſelf wa; CONCORD, he came back and aſ- 
ſur'd them he would not only keep the Weapon 
himſelf, but alſo take the Cognomen of CONCORD. 

16. He alſo perſuaded the Senate to lend Meſlen- 
gers with the Y:/al Virgins to ask a Peace, or at 
ſeaſt Time for Conſultation. | The next Day, as he 
was expeCting an Anſwer, he was told by one of the 
Scouts that the Enemy was at hand: immediately 
therefore ſlipping into a Travelling-Litter, accom- 
pany'd only with two, his Baker and his Cook, he 
jetired privately to Mons Aventinus and his Paternal 
Houſe, that from thence he might eſcape into Campa- 
wa. A light and uncertain Rumor being ſoon ſpread, 
that a Peace was obtain'd, he ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
brought back to the Palace; and finding it all deſer- 
ted, and that thoſe who were with him were ſtcaling 
away, he put on a Girdle ſtuff' d full with Pieces of 
Gold, and fled into the Porter's Lodge, tying the 
Dog before the Gate, and laying the Bed and Bed- 
ding againſt the Door. 

17. The Forerunners of the Enemy had now broke: 
in, and finding no Body, fell a ſearching, as is uſu- 


al, thro' every Corner, and pulling him out of his 


ſculking Place ask'd him Who he was ? (for they 
did not know him) and whether he knew where Vi- 
tellius was? he put them off with a Lye ; bur being 
at length diſcover'd, he beg d of them inceſſantly, 
as if he had ſomething to offer which nearly con- 
cern'd Vſpaſtan's Life, to keep him under a Guard 
in the f mean Time, tho' it were in Priſon ; but 
they ty'd his Hands behind him, and putting a Hal- 
ter about his Neck, dragg'd him half naked, with his 
Garments rent and torne, all thro' the V Sacra 
into the Forum, with infinite Taunts and Inſults, 

pulling 


t Till Veſpaſian arriv'd. 

* The Sacred Way, the principal Street in Rome, 
called ſo becauſe the ſolemn Proceſſiouns to the Temple were 
made thro" it. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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pulling his Head back by the Hair, juſt as they uſe 
Criminals; and placing a Dagger under his Chin to 
make him hold up his Face to open View, ſome | 
pelred him with Ordure and Dirt, and others call'q 
him * Incendiary, and + Charger-Manger. And part 
of the Rabble alſo upbraided him with his Bodily 
Defe&s; for he was extravagantly tall, had a req 
' fiery Face, occaſion'd moſtly by his Drinking, a large 
ſtrutting Belly, and a Weakneſs in one of his Thighs, 
contracted by a Bruiſe he receiv'd by a Chariot, ay 
he was waiting upon Caius in one of his Races. At 
laſt they put him to Death with ſhort little Stabbing 
at the Gemonian Stairs, and from thence they dragg'd 
him with the Hook and threw him into the Tiber. 

18. He periſk'd, together with his Brother and 
his Son, in the Fifry-ſeventh Year of his Age; nor 
did he deceive their Conjecture, who, from the 
++ Omen which happen'd to him at Venna, foretold 
it certainly portended, that he ſhou'd fall into the 
Hands of ſome Gauliſh Man. Accordingly he was 
taken by Antonius Primus, a Commander of the Ene. 
my's, who was born at Tholouſe, and in his Child. 
hood had the Cognomen of A- Beccus, which ſignifies 
the Bill of a Cock. 


* Becauſe he ſet the Capitol on fre. 
From the Charger which he dedicated, and made 4 
Treat in. 


It See p. 439. 
A Hence alſo our Word, Beak, of a Bird. 
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Titus Flavius Veſpafianus. 


HE Empire, which by the * Rebellion: 
and Murder of three Princes had been 
long in a doubtful and unſettled Con- 
dition, coming at length to the Havian 
Family, was eſtabliſh'd by them and 
fix d. A Family obſcure indeed, and 
which had no Images of their Anceſtors among 
them, but of which the Republick had no Reaſon to 
repent, tho' it ſuffer'd juſtly, tis true, for the Ava- 
tice and Cruelty of Domitian, Titus Flavius Petro was 

: A 


» 


* Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, who each of them took 
Arms againſt the Emperor in Poſſeſſion, but with this Dif- 
frence ; Galba a#ed openly, and was invited to it by the 
reated Importunities of the People, who had long ſuffer d 
the extravagant. Oppreſſions of Nero; but he neither be- 
yd Nero, nor put him to Death. Otho, without Pro- 
weation,perfidiouſly conſpir'd againſt Galba, and murder d 
lim baſely ; and Vitelliusrevolted firſt againſt Galba,and 
ofterwards march d againſt Otho, who when his Forces 
had receiv'd a Defeat, ſtabb d himſelf. Veſpaſian alſo 
Wain'd the Empire by taking Arms againſt Vitellius, 
od Party of his Troops put him to Death, 
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a Citizen of * Reate, and in the Civil War of Pompey 
being a Centurion or an Evecatur, fled out of the 
Batte] of Pharſalia and retir'd to his own Houſe . 
and having afterwards obtain'd a Pardon and his 
Diſcharge, became a Broker at the Publick Sales. 
His Son, whole Cognomen was Sabinus, having no Skill 
in Military Affairs, (tho' ſome ſay he was a |; Pri. 
mipilaris, and others, that being a Head-Leader of a 
Legion, he was releas'd from Service becauſe of his 
111 Health) was a Collector of the Fortieth Penny in 


Alia; and there were Images ereQed to him with | 
this Inſcription, KAAQE TEAQNH'SANTI, | 


TO THE HONEST PUBLICAN. He afterwards 
follow'd Ulury among the Helvetii, where he dy'd, 


leaving behind him his Wife 7:ſpaſia Polla, and two | 
Children by her; of which the elder, Sabinus, wis 
advanc'd to the Prefecture of the City, and Viſpaſſan, 
the younger, even to the Empire. Pola was born of | 


an honourable Fami y at Narſia, and had for her Fa- 
ther Veſpaſian Pollio. thrice Military Tribune, and 
Prefect of the Camp, and her Brother was a Senator 
of Pretorian Dignity. And at this Day, fix Miles 
from Nurſia in the Road to Spoletum, upon the Top 
of a Mountain, there is a Place call'd Y-ſpa/ia's, in 
which are a great many Monuments of the Vſpaſi, 
an evident Token of the Splendor and Antiquity of 
the Houle. I deny not but ſome have pretended, 
that Perro's Father was born beyond the Po, and let 
to hire the Jabouring People who us'd to come once 
a Year among the Sabine, from Umbria to cultivate 
the Lands, and that marrying a Wife at Reate, he 


ſettled there. But I find no Footſteps of this, tho 


I have enquir'd into it with the utmoſt Curioſity. 


2. P.ſpas | 


—— — — 


* 4 Town of the Sabines, now Rieti. 

+ 4 Heterane Soldier, who had ſerv'd out the legal 
Time, and liſted himſelf again at the Conſuls Requeſt, upon 
ſome great Occaſion. The Evocati were thought as honour» 
able as the Centurions. 


|| See the Note p. 283. 
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2. V:ſpafian was born in the Country of the Sabine: 
beyond Reate, in a ſmall Village call'd Phalacrine, 
on the 5 fifteenth of the Kalends of December, in the 
Evening, & Sulpicius Camerinus, and C Poppæus Sabinus 
being Conſuls, five. Years before Auguſtus dy d; and 
was educated under his Paternal Grandmother Ter- 
ula, in a Farm in the Territory of Ca. Where- 
fare, when he was Emperor; he us'd often to fie- 
quent the Place of his Infancy, preferving the Houſe 
uſt as it was, without Alteration, that his |! Eyes 
might not be depirv'd of any Objects they had been 
xccuſtom'd to ſee. , And he had ſuch a Love for his 
Grandmother's Memory, that upon Solemn and Fe- 
val Days he always drank our of a. little Silver- 
Cup which had been hers. Having pur on the Virile 
Gown, he declin'd for a long time the #4 Latus Clavus, 
tho" his Brother had receiv'd it before him; nor 
cou d he after all be prevail'd on to ask it, by any 
one beſide his Mother, who forc'd him into it at laſt 
ther by Rallery than by Authority and Intreat ies, 
talling him in Ridicule his Brother's - Uſher. 
He ſerv'd in the Poſt of a Military Tribune in Thrace; 
nd when he was Queſtor, receiv'd by Lot the Pro- 
vices of Crete and Cyrene. And ſtanding for the 
Edileſnip, and afterwards for the Preture, he ob- 
and the firſt with Difficulty. and not till he had 
luffer'd a Repulſe, and even then he was only the 
ixth ZEdile ; but the Pretorſhip he carry'd trium- 
pbantly the firſt time he was Candidate: And having 
i Prejudice againſt the Senate, that he might oblige 
Caius all manner of Ways, he t mov'd to have ex- 

| traordinary 


n 


November the 16th. 

A Tuſcan City. 

Lat. Ne quid ſcilicet oculorum conſuetudini 
leperiret; a ſtiff, unnatural Manner of Expreſſion. 

IT The Badge of a Senator, and one of Senatorian Dignity. 

-- Anteambulo. 

" The Emperor Caligula. 

t Our of Spice to the Senate, who, he knew, were againſt it. 
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traordinary Games celebrated for his X German vid! 
ctory; and that it might be added to the Puniſh.®? 
ment of the || Confpirators, that their Bodies ſhou'q® 
be caſt forth without Burial. He return'd him Thanks 
alſo in a full Houſe, for having done him the Ho- 


0 


* 


nour to invite him to Supper. y, 
3. About this Time he marry'd Flavia Domitilla, 


formerly a Latin and Slave to Statiliu Capella, à 


Roman Knight of Sabrata in Africk, but the was af. 
terwards pronounc'd Freeborn and a Citizen of Rene, 


in the Court of Recoveries ;. her Father Flavius Li- 
beralis of Ferentum undertaking to create her ſucli, 


tho' he was only Scribe to the Queſtor. His Chil. 
dren by her were Titus, Dmitian and Domitilla. He 
ſurviv'd his Wife and his Daughter, loſing them 
both while he was a private Man. After his Wife's? 


Death, he receiv'd into his Bed again his beloved! 


Concubine Cenis, Antonia's Freed- Woman and Ama. 
nacnſis; and when he was Emperor, he treated her 
almoſt as his lawful Wife. q 

4. In Claudius's Reign he was ſent Lieutenant of a 
Legion into Germany, by the Intereſt of Nareſſn, 
and being remov'd thence into Britain, he fought the 
Enemy thrice, and partly under the Command of 
Aulus Plautius a Conſular Lieutenant, and partly 3? 


under Claudius himſelf, he reduc'd two powerful 
Nations, above twenty Towns, and the Ifland tt V 
which lies by Britain. For this he receiv'd the Tri- 
umphal Ornaments, and in a ſhort time a double 


Prieſthood ; and, except his holding the Confulate 


for the two laſt Months of the Year, the reſt of the? 
Time to his Proconſulate he paſs'd in Retirement 


and Leaſure, being afraid of Agrippins, who then 


bore a wonderful Sway with her Son, and noun | 
| ate 


V4 
1 


3 —— 


X His Mock- Expedition in Germany, p. 280, 5 
[| Againſt Caligula; they were Lepidus and Gætu- 
li cus, p. 214. : 


tt The Ine of Wight. 
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ted all the Friends of dead Narciſſus. Obtaining, 
iter this the Province of Africa by Lot, he govern'd. 
with great Integrity, and was treated with extra- 
ordinary Veneration and Honour, only in a Sedi- 
tion once at Adrumetum, the Rabble pelted him 


with Turnips. It is certain he did not return the 
richer ; for his Credit was ſo impair'd, that he was 
oblig'd to mortgage all his Lands to his Brother, and 


af. Ives torc'd to deſcend ſo low, as to become a Dealer 


in Horſes and Mules to ſupport his Quality, for 
which he was commonly call'd the“ Mulerreer. He is 
id ro have been convicted alſo of having ſqueez'd 
two hundred + Seſterces out of a young Man, for 
whom he procur'd the Larus Clavus againſt his ff Fa- 
ther's Conſent, upon which account he receiv'd a 


J vere Reprimand. Attending Nero in his Progreſs 


to Achaia, he wou d generally get away when he was 


J loging, or, if he ſtaid, fall aſleep, by which he pro- 
her © vok'd him to the laſt Degree; and being forbidden 
ot only the Emperor's Private Rooms, but alſo the 


of ol] 


fey in Fear of his Life, 


Publick Salutation, he withdrew to a ſmall City 
which lay out of the Road, where he kept conceal'd 
till he was offer d the 


Command of a Province with an Army. An antient 


Ind conſtant Opinion had fpread it felf thro' all the 
J £7, that the Fates had decreed * ſome coming out 


Judæa ſhou'd at that Time enjoy the Empire. This 
Prophecy, which was meant of the Roman Emperor, 
u the Event afterwards declar'd, the Jews applying 
to themſelves, made a Rebellion, and having ſlain 


© tie Governor, put to Flight alſo the Conſular Lieu- 


tenant 


Or Jockey; becauſe he either let out Horſes and Mules 


% Hire, or bought them and ſold them again to Advan- 
age. : 


f Seſtertia, 8750 Livres. 
tt The young Man's Father, who was afraid, tis likely, 
bis Son's Vanity and Ambition wou d prove his Ruine. 


MI. + Sec che Note p. 141. 


452 The LIFE of 


tenant of Syria: who came to his Aſſiſtance, and took 
the Eagle. To ſuppreſs this Inſurrection, a more 
numerous Army being needful, and a General intre. 
pid and active, and yet one who might ſafely. be en. 
truſted with ſo important a: Command, the Choice 
fell readily upon him, as being. of known Experi- 
ence and Induſtry, and no way to be fear'd becauſe 


of the Meaaneſs of his Family and Name. His For. | 


ces therefore being augmented with two Legions, 


eight Wings and ten Cohorts, and his eldeſt Son 


made one of his Lieutenants, as ſoon as he enter'd 
the Province, he drew the Eyes of the neighbouring 
Regions upon him; for he immediately reform'd the 


Diſcipline of the Camp, and fought with ſo much | 
Daring and Bravery in one or two Engagements, | 
that he receiv'd a Blow upon his Knee with a Stone | 
in ſtorming a Caſtle, and had ſeveral Arrows hot | 


into his Target. 


5. After Nero and Galla, Ot ho and Vtellius diſput- | 
ing the Sovereignty between them, he began to 
form ſome Hopes of the Empite, which had been 


already excited in him by thete Omens. In the Sub- 
urbane Seat of the Havi, an antient Oak, which was 
conſecrated to Mars, thrice ſucceſſively upon Yeſpa- 


Js Delivery, put forth a Sett of new Branches of 
Shoots on a ſudden ; which very plainly exprelsd | 
the future Fa-e of each of the Children. For the 


firſt Branch was flender and wither'd quickly ; ac: 
cordingly the Girl, who was then born, did not live 


above a Year. The ſecond was very ſtrong, and of } 


a great Length, which portended an extraordinary 
Felicity: But the third was like a full-grown Tree. 
Wherefore they ſay, Sabinus the Father, being conſirm'd 
in it by the Haruſpex, told his Mother, that ſhe has 
a Cæſar born for a Grandſon ; at which ſhe fel] a laugh- 
ing heartily, in admiration that while“ ſhe was yet in 


ber Senſes, ber Sou file's fall o roving. And arora 
fa 


—_— 


— 


* Becauſe ſhe was in the Decay of Old Age, and her Sen 
in the Vigor of Wut h. 
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when he was /Edile, Caius Ceſar thinking he did not 
take care to keep the Streets of the City well ſwept, 
order'd the Soldiers to fill the Boſom of his Robe 
with Ditt; nor were ſome wanting to interpret it, 
that the Republick being trampled under foot, and 
bandon'd by ſome Civil Diffention, ſhou'd one 
Time caſt it ſelf upon his Protection, and fall as it 
were into his Boſom. As he was at Dinner once, a 
ſtrange Dog brought a Man's F Hand out of the 
Street in his Mouth, and dropp'd it under the Table ; 
znd when he was at Supper, a X Plough-Ox, throw- 
ing off his Yoke, brake into the Room, and the Ser- 
vants all running away, as if he had been tir'd on a 
ſudden, he lay down.and ſubmitted his Neck at his 
Feet, A Cypreſs-Tree, in a Field belonging to his 
Anceſtors, being torne up by the Roots and thrown 
all along without any Tempeſt, was the next Day 
more verdent. and flouriſhing, and more firmly root- 
ed than ever. In Achais. he dream'd, that the Feli- 
city of him and his Family ſhou'd commence as ſoon, 
25 Nero loſt one of his Teeth ; and the next Day, as 
he was going. into the Court, he met a Surgeon who 
ſhew'd him a Tooth of Nero's which he had juſt 
drawn. In Judæa, conſulting the Oracle of the God 
of ++ Carmel, it was told him, That whatever he was 

revolving 


This refers, perhaps, te a Military Enſign of the Ro- 
mans which had a Hand on the Top; and ſo may fignify 
the Army's making him their Sovereign Leader, and conſe- 
quently Emperor. 

X The Words Bos Arator, perhaps point at this Cou- 
frufion of the Omen; that the Earth, which the Ox was 
employ'd in Plowing, ſhou'd become ſubject to his Command. 

i} A Mountain in Judea famous for the Diſpute bet ween 
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal, 1 Kings, 18. Elijah is 
alſo ſaid to have dwelt there, and kept one of the Schools of 
the Prophets; and to this Tradition Suetonius ſeems to 
alude, and therejore I have tran/iated Carmeli Dei, nor 
The God Carmel, but, The God of Carmel. 
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revolving in his Thoughts, how great ſoever it were, nd! 
mMou'd come to paſs: And Joſephus, one of the noble 


Captives, being put in Bonds by him, confidently | ile 
declar'd, he ſhou'd ſhortly be releas'd by the fame | ty 

Perſon, but not till he was Emperor. Some Preſa. — 
ges were reported alſo to have happen'd in the City; n 
as that Nero in his latter Days was admoniſh'd in his %% 
Sleep to * diive the + Chariot of Jupiter Optimus Max. Ml nan 
imus fromthe Temple to Y:jpaſian's Houle, and from " 
thence to the Circus: And not long after, as Galbs er 
was entring the Election-Court, when he was cho- abi 


ſen Conſul the ſecond Time, the Statue of Julius Ce. : End 
Jar turn'd about of its own Accord to the || Eaſt; Pp 
and at the Battle of““ Bebriacum, before the Fight 


11 * mob 
began, two Eagles engag'd in open View, and one tei 
of them being vanquiſh'd, a third came in from the 


riſing Sun and beat away the Victor. 

6. Yer he attempted Nothing, tho' his Friends Miy} 
were ready and urg'd him on, til he was invited to Nhe 
it by ſome Perſons both unknown and abſent, who No; 
were accidentally engag'd in his Favour. Two thou- Wl x; 
ſand Men were drawn out of the three Legions of ther 
the Army in Mæſa and ſent to Orho's Aſſiſtance, and pre 
hearing upon their March, that he was defeated, and Nh 
had laid violent Hands upon himſelf, advanc'd how. Nuss 
ever as far as Aquilei a, as if they had given no Credit WM yh: 
to the Report: And there taking Advantage of the Wl in 
Opportunity, and of their being without Comptrol, W 


they im 


* This was the ſame Thing as to inveſt Veſpaſian with Wen; 
the Empire, it belonging to the Emperor to lead up the uh. 
Circenſian Games. 

+ Thenſa. 

|| here Veſpaſian commanded, and from whence he | 
began his March againſt Vitellius. This Circumſtance of , 
Julius Cæſar s Statue intimated Veſpaſian*s obtaining cin 
the Supreme Command, as Julius had done before. 4 

** Fought between Otho and Vitellius, who are re- 
preſented by the two Eagles, and Veſpaſian by the third. 
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hey committed all Kind of Rapine and Devaſtation; 
ud being afraid they ſhou'd be call d to Account for 
i and puniſh'd at their Return, they came into a 
-ntly WF geſolution to elect and conſtitute an Emperor, for 
ſame they were in no Point iuferiour, they ſaid, to the Spaniſh 
reſa. am, which had made Galba Emperor, or to the Preto- 


ity; en Cokorts who advanc'd Otho, or the German Troops 
1 bis %% created Vitellius. The Conſular Lieutenants, as 
ar- nany as were then in Commiſſion, being e 
rom iy Name, and one fejecting one, and another ano- 
ther, for ſeveral Reaſons, ſome of the third Legion, 
cho- MF which had been remov'd from Sria to Meſa, at the 
Ce nd of Nero's Reign, broke out into the Praiſes of 
alt; Nan; upon which they agreed to him unani- 
ight noully, and immediately inſcrib'd his Name in all 
one their Banners: But the Thing was kept * private for 
the the preſent, till the Forces were by Degrees brought 
to Order, and recover'd to a Senſe of their Duty. 
nds ¶ when the Affair was made known, Tiberius Alexander, 
to N ue Prefect of Egypt, firſt caus d the Legions to ſwear 
vho 0 V ſoaſtau, upon the Kalends of July, which Day 
ou. vas atterwards obſerv'd as the firſt of his Reign; and 
Of WM then the Army in Judea took an Oath to him in his 
and ¶ Preſence, the fifth of the Ides of the ſame Month. 
and WF What animated him very much in his Undertaking, 
vas, a Copy of a Letter which made a great Noiſe, 
dit Nrhether it were real or counterfeited, written to 
the um by 0:40 at his Death, charging him in the moſt 
rol, MF aſionate Manner to cevenge him, and entreating 
ey Wim to relieve the Common- Wealth; and a Rumor 
_ which was blaz'd about, that YiteUizs the Conqueror 
eſign'd to change the Winter- Quarters of the Legi- 
ith ons, and remove the + German Army to the Eaſt 
the WF vhece they wou'd live more indulgently and at Eaſe. 
Beſide, 
h: © 

e 411 This was tranſacted therefore among the principal 

"gs onmanders of theſe Troops, or ſome few ot hers alſo. 


And ſo tranſlate the Troops in the Eaſt, Part of which 
Yelpaſian commanded, into Germany. 
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Beſide, among the Governors of the Provinces, Zi- ittc 
cinius Mucianus, and among the Kings, Yologeſus the it 
Parthian ; the one, laying aſide the Reſentment he afl 
had borne to him not obſcurely till now, promisd I Tir 
him the Army in Syria; and the other, Twenty ſom 
thouſand Archers to aſſiſt him. bY crat 

7. A Civil War therefore being begun, and the 

Leaders and the Forces advancing before into 2a 8 
he croſs d over to Alexandria to poſſeſs himſelf of tie ¶ the 
Paſſes of Ægypt; and cauſing all Company to be 1e Ind 
mov'd, he enter'd the Temple of Serapzs alone, to und 
rake an Auſpice concerning the Eſtabliſhment of his Cor 
Empire; and having with ſeveral Sacrifices prop. In 
tiated the God, at Jaſt as he was turning round FM vhi 
f Baſilides ſeem'd to offer him Vervain and Crowns} N 
and conſecrated Bread, according to the Cuſtom rel 
of the Place, tho' 'twas certain no Body had let, Nef! 
him into the Temple, and he had not been able Num 
to attend there for a long Time, by reaſon of 

a Niſtemper upon his Nerves, and was now alſo at as; 
conſiderable Diſtance. Immediately he receiv'd Let- Ne! 
ters, that Vitelluss Troops were defeated at Cremona, deu 
and himſelf murder'd in the City. An Authority, bor: 


1 
3 


and a certain Majeſty and Awe were wanting in him, Wo; 
as being created a Prince unexpettedly and without H. 
Preparation. Put theſe were Gas obrain'd ; for an e! 
ordinary Man who was blind, and another who had m 


a Weakneſs in one of his Legs, preſented themſelves 


both together before him as he was ſitting upon his ; 
Tribunal, beſeeching him to adminiſter that Cure to 
them, which Serapis in a Dream had ſhewn them he 
was able to beſtow, aſſuring them he ſhou'd give 
Sight to the one, if he wou'd ſpit upon his Eyes, 
and reſtore the Leg of the other, if he wou'd vouch- WF 
lafe to touch it with his Heel. But being ſcarcely} 
able to believe he ſhou'd have any manner of Succeſs 
in the Attempt, and conſequently not daring to put 

it 


— — — — r———_—  — 
— - — — n—_ 


* A ſolemn Rite of Adoration. 
+ The Prieſt of Serapis. 


— 
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Ito the Trial, upon the Importunities of his Friends 
the it laſt he made the Eſſay upon each in a Publick 
he aflembly ; nor did the Event fail him. At the ſame 
lisd Time alſo at Tegea in Arcadia, by the Direction of 
ty ſome Prophetick Perſons, they dug up, in a conſe- 
crated Place, Veſſels of antique Work, the Image 
the upon which was very like Veſpaſian. | 
ah, 8. Thus and with fo great a Fame he return'd to 
the the City, and celebrated a Triumph over the Jews, 
e- Ind added eight Conſulſhips to his firſt. He alſo 
„ to undertook the Cenſorſhip, and thro' the whole 
high Cour ſe of his Reign had nothing more at Heart than 
opi- In the firſt Place ro eſtabliſh the Republick, 
und BY vhich was almoſt ſubverted and fallen, and then 
was io improve and adorn it. The Soldiers partly 
ſtom reſuming upon their f Succeſs, and partly out 
eth Hef Madneſs at their Diſgrace, had proceeded to the 
able utmoſt Licentiouſneſs and Inſolence; the Provinces 
ſo and free Cities, and even ſome Kingdoms were 
at A keginning to mutiny, Wherefore he broke moſt of 
Let-B/::1ins's Men and puniſh'd them, and was fo far from 
nong, bewing the Troops which had a Share in the Vi- 
tory any extraordinary Favours, that he did not 
los them their legal Rewards till after a long De- 
„.. And not to loſe any Occafion of reforming. 
WJ": Diſſoluteneſs of Diſcipline ; a young Gentleman 
oming to pay him Thanks for the Grant of a Pre- 
eure, and ſmelling ſtrong of Perfumes, he gave 
Im a diſdainful Nod, and reprimanded him with 
W's ſmart Expreſſion, I had rather thou had'ft ſtunk 
barlick, and revok'd the Grant. The Marines 


give Wo travel on foot by Turns from Oftia and Puteoli to 
L yes, me, petitioning to have an Alowance appointed them 
uch- Wy Shoes, as if it were a ſmall Thing to ſend them 
rcely away 


ccels Y— | 

7 Veſpaſian's own Troops, who had routed Vitellius's 
aſe were inſolent upon the Merit of the Victory, and Vitel- 
Us; Soldiers, who were now ſubmitted to Veſpaſian, acted 

7 wg and Miſchief they cou'd, in Revenge of their 
Dec at. 
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away without an Anſwer, he order'd they ſhoy'g | 
run without Shoes for the future, which they con. u 
tinue to do ever ſince. Achaia, Lycia, Rhodes, Byzan- 1 
tium and Samos he disfranchis'd ; as Thrace allo, Cili. MI” 
cia and Comagene, which had been to that Time un. MW 
der a Kingly Government, and reduc'd them into MI. 
the Form of Provinces. He increas'd the Number I” 
of Legions in Cappadocia, becauſe of the continual 
Incurſions of the Barbarians, and plac'd a Conſular ® 
Governor there inſtead of a Rowan Knight. The Ci. # 
being defac'd by Fires and ruinous Buildings, if 
the Owners neglected to do it, he allow'd any who 
pleas'd, to take Poſſeſſion of the void Ground and 
build upon it : And going to repair the Capitol, he 
began to move the Rubbiſh firſt with his own Hands, 
and carry'd off ſeveral Baskets of it upon his Shoul- 
ders. He undertook to reſtore the Three thouſand 
+ Plates of Braſs, which had periſh'd in the Burning, 
ſearching after Copies in all Parts; theſe Record 
were the moſt noble and antient Inſtrument of the 
Empire, in which were contain'd the Decrees of th 
Senate almoſt from the Foundation of the City ; and# 
the Judgments of the People concerning Alliance 
and Leagues, and Privileges granted to any. 
9. He alſo ereQted ſeveral new Works, as the Tem 
ple of Peace next the Forum, and that of Claudius up- 
on Mount Cælius, which had been begun indeed by 
Agrippina, but was almoſt entirely demoliſh'd by Nero 
and built an Amphitheatre alſo in the Middle of the 
City, as he underſtood Auguſtus had deſign'd to have 
done. In the higheſt Orders, which were exhauſted 
by frequent Murders, and corrupted by the Remiſ. 
neſs of former Years, he made a Reform; and fille 
up the Senate and the Body of the Knights at a Re 
view, degrading the moſt Unworthy, and chuſing inf 
the moſt Honourable Perſons in 1raly and the Pros 
vinces. And that it might appear the Two Orders 
did not differ ſo much in Liberty as in Dignity, bg 


ordain 


_— 


+ See p. 17, 142. 
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ordain'd thus upon a Quarrel between a Senator and 
— Knight, Abuſive Language ought not to be given to & Se- 
Ne 


45 the Asgreſſor. 


An- io. Law-Suits were extravagantly multiply'd in 
5 In Parts, old Proceſſes being ſtill depending, becauſe 


Wifthe frequent Interruption of Juſtice, and new ones 
ning from the Confulion of the Times, He elected 
berefore a Number of Perſons by Lot, to decide con- 
ening the Reſtoring of Things taken in War, and 
Wctrzordinarily alſo to direct and bring into a ſhort 
ompaſs the Judgments of the Centum Viri, which 
ere ſo tedivus, that the Life of a Client ſeem'd 


, * ; arcely ſufficient to attend the Iſſue. 
— 14 11. Luſt and Luxury, becauſe there was no Re- 
ck taint, being grown to a wonderful Height, he pro- 


u'd a Decree of the Senate, that any Woman who 
Wd to do with the Slave of another Perſon, ſhou'd 
Wome a Slave her ſelf; and that no Uſuter ſhould 
able to ſue a Son for Money lent him to be paid 
er his Father's Death. 
n. In other Things, from the Beginning of his 
Witign to the End of it, he was Gentle and Clement. 
never made a Secret of his former Meanneſs, but 
d ro mention it frequently, and boaſt of it: and 
en ſome undertook to deduce the Original of the 
ian Family from the Founder of Reate and the 
mpanion of Hercules, whoſe Monument is to be 
en in the Salariun Way, he laugh'd at them very 
kartily. He was ſo little fond of outward Shew 


— Decoration, that upon the Day of his Triumph, 
| 6118S tird with the Slowneſs and Length of the 
\ ia imp, he cou'd not forbear crying out, He was juſt- 
ng in puniſh'd, who had been ſo weak in his Old Age as to ſeeł 
Pro Triumph, a: if it were either due to his © Anveſtors, or 
Irders SIM | — 
1. % He ſeems in this to refer to the Meanneſ' of his Family, 


v were not noble enough to receive ſo high an Honour, and 


the ſame Reaſon he cou d not haue expected he ſbou' 
arrive at it himſelf. 


utor; but it was lawful and right to return it to him, if 
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had ever been expected by himſelf, Nor did he till very | 
late aſſume either the Tribunitial Power, or the Ap. W t 
pellation of FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY. And! 
the Cuſtom of Examining and Searching Perſons who 
came to make their Salutations to him, he had laid1 
aſide even while the Civil War was on foot. : 

13 The Freedoms of his Friends, the Reflections“ 
of the Pleaders, and unmanner'd Flouts of the Phi. 
loſophers, he took very patiently. Licinias Mucianw, ® 
who was ſcandalouſly Unchaſte, but preſuming upon be 
his Merits, behav'd himſelf to him very diſreſpe&. Ife 
fully, he only reprov'd in private, and even then bi. 
when he was complaining of him to a Friend, he add. Hd 
ed, NI am but a Man. Salvius Liberals, in his De- or 
fence of a certain rich Man, having the Boldneſs to Ne 
ſay, What is it to Ceſar, if Hipparchus # worth as . 
hundred Million of Sefterces * he commended him for it. co: 
Demetrius the-Cynick meeting him upon the Road, Pu 
after he had been condemn'd to Exile, and neither e. 
vouchſafing to riſe up to him nor ſalute him, and ti 
even ſnarling at him with ſome foul-mouth'd Lan- bir 
guage, he thought it enough to call him“ Dig. WI 


14. Provocations and Injuries he never kept in e 
Mind, or revengd. He marry'd the Daughter off inc 
his Enemy Pitellius very ſplendidly, giving her a 
Dowry and an Equipage. Being forbidden the Court * 
under Nero, and asking his Friends in a great Con- © 
ſternation what he ſhould do, and whither he ſhou d ed 
go, one of the Emperor's Introductors thruſt hind be- 
out, and bid him go to + Morbonia. When this Mani d 
came to beg his Pardon, his Reſentment roſe nf is 
higher than to return his own Words upon him. Fos - rl 
e 


he was ſo far from being led to cut off any one ouf 


of Suſpicion or Fear, that his Friends adviſing bin "6 
tF n 

4 tho 

"Is 3 i Pre 
* The Name of the Sect, who were ſo called from Kiary wh 
KUVGs, 4 Dog. | und 
t 4 made Word from Morbus, a Diſeaſe ; it ſgniff ro 


the ſame as to bid him go hang himſelf. 
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beware of Metius Pompoſianus, becauſe he was com- 
monly thought to have an Imperial Nativity, he 
nde him Conſul immediately, and was ſure, he 
ſiid. Met ius wou'd never forget the Kindneſs. *, © 
Y 1;. Ir was ſeldom found that an innocent Perſon 
J ffr'd, unleſs He was abſent and knew nothing of 
the Matter, or certainly contrary to his Intention, 
ind he was deceiv'd in the Thing. Helvidius Priſcus 
being the only Man that ſaluted him at his Return 
fom Syria by his private Name Yeſpaſian, and who in 
his Pretorſhip had conſtantly paſs'd him by-in all his 
aids without any Reſpe& or Mention, he was not 
„ provok'd at him, till by the moſt inſolent and vile 
| geſlections and Inſults he had almoſt levell'd him 
with the meaneſt of the People. And tho' he had 
it. condemn'd this Man to be baniſh'd firſt, and then 
put to Death, he thought it wou'd be a gene- 


bus Action to fave him, ſending after the Execu- 
I tioners to call them back, and had certainly preſerv'd 
Lan- him, if they had not told him a Lye, that he was 
executed before the Meſſengers arriv'd. He never 


rejoyc'd in any one's Suffering, and even ſhed Tears 
and ſigh'd for the juſt Puniſhment of the Guilty. 
6. The only thing in which he might be deſerved- 
Iv blam'd, was his Love of Money. For not being 
Content to have reviv'd the Taxes which were omit- 
ed under Galba, and to have added new ones and very 
heavy, and augmented the Tributes of the Provinces, 
and even doubled many of them; he alſo openly pra- 
J ©is'd ſome Dealings which were ſhameful even in a. 
Private Man, buying up ſeveral Things only to vend 
them again at a higher Rate. Nor did he ſcruple to 
fell Honours to the Candidates, or Pardons to Per- 
ſons accus'd whether innocent or guilty. He is 
thought to have promoted the moſt rapacious of the 
Procurators to the higheſt Offices, on purpoſe that 


Kü when they were grown rich, he might condemn them 
and ſeize their Effects; and it was a common Saying, 
2556 that he us'd them for Sponges, laying them aſoak when . 


tbey were dry, and when they were throughly wet 
X 3 | ſqueez- 
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fqueezing them. Some ſay, he was naturally covet. H 
ous, and that he was told ſo roundly by an old Hergc;M dre 
man, who ſuing to have his Liberty given him Grat bc! 
upon his coming to the Empire, and being denyd I En 
it, baw]'d out, 4 Fox may change his Hair, but not hi: Ml 1c 
Manners. Others think he was driven to theſe Ex. I Ne 
torſions and Rapines by his Neceſſities, the Treaſury I up 
and Stores being very low; for he declar'd, Bryn © 
Millions of Seſterces were abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure th; for 
State. And this ſeems the more likely, becauſe what Inu 
wy ot by ill Means, he employ'd to the beſt Pure} J the 
poſes. 
17. Being very liberal to all Orders of Men, be pe 
made up the Eſtates of the Senators which were be. in 
low the Legal Rate, allow'd * five hundred Seſterces So 
a Year to poor Conſular Men, and many Cities 
throughout the whole Empire which were damag'd Z 
by Earthquakes or Fire, he repair'd. = 

18. He was allo a great Encourager of Learning 
and Arts, and was the firſt who ſettled a hundred © 
| t Seſterces annually upon the Latin and Greek Rheto. co 
ricians out of the Treaſury, He kept in Pay the moſt hi. 
eminent Poers and Artificers, and gave an extraor- | 


dinary Congiary and a very handſome Reward to one m 
who reſtor'd the X Coloſſus, A Mechanick offer- . 
ing to carry ſome large Pillars into the Capitol at a 0 
fmall Expence, he gratify'd him handſomly for his b th 
Propoſal, but did not accept it, ſaying, He muſt let hi 
the poor People live. 10 
19. In the Plays for the Dedication of Marcellus in 
Theatre, which was open'd anew, he reviv'd the old. 
Dialogues. To Apollinaris the Tragedian he gave four M 
hundred ft Seſterces, to Terpnus and Diodorus the la 
Harpers . 


rn nn 
pe EE 


* 21875 Livres. 

+ Seſtercia, 4375 Livres: | 

X Which ſtood in the Court-Yard of Nero's Golden 
Lodging. | 

tt Seſtercys, 17500 Livres. 
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Harpers 5 two hundred, and to ſome -+ one hun- 
ired, and forty to thoſe whom he gave the leaſt, 
beſide ſeveral Golden Crowns. He made frequent 
Entertainments, and generally in Form and very 
richly, that he might help the Victuallers. He gave 
New-Year's Gifts to the Men at the Saturnalia, and 
upon the Kalends of March to the Women ; and yet 
even thus he cou'd not eſcape the Reproach of his 


"J former Avarice; for the Alexandrians always conti- 


nu'd to call him CybioſaFes, the Cognomen of one of 
their Kings who was ſordidly covetous. And at his 
Funerals, Favor the Arch-Mimick repreſenting his 
Perſon, and imitating (as the Cuſtom is) his Words 
and Actions while alive, ask'd the Managers of the 
Solemnity aloud, What the Charge of the Funeral and 
the Pomps wou'd amount to? and they anſwering, 4 
Hundred Millions of Sefterces, he cry'd out, If they wou d 
give him but a Hundred | Sefterces, they might throw him 
into the Tiber. 

20 He was of a middle Stature, his Joints were 
compact and firm, and there was a certain Pain in 
his Countenance like that of a Man ſtraining to diſ- 
charge : And hence a witty Perſon anſwer'd him 
merrily, when he deſir'd him 10 ſay ſomething upon 
him alſo ; 1 will, ſays he, when you have done eaſing 
your ſelf. He had a very happy State of Health; 
tho' all he did to ſecure it was, to have his Jaws and 
his Limbs rubb'd ſo many times in the Tennis- 
Court belonging to the Baths, and to faſt one Day 
in every Month. | 

21. His Method of Living was generally this : 
When he was Emperor he roſe early and fate up 
late; and having read his Letters and all Papers of 
Buſineſs, he admittted his Friends, and while they 

X 4 were 


„ 


f — 


> 8750 Livres. 

-|- 4375 Livres. 

* 437500 Livres. 

t Seſtercia, 4375 Livres. 
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were ſaluting him he put on his Shoes and dreſs 
himſelf. Having diſpatch'd whatever Buſineſs came 
before him, he ſpent ſome Time in Exerciſe, and 
then repos'd himſelf, one of his Concubines lying 


be y 
4 


$5 
55 
F 


* 


by him, for he had choſen ſeveral in the Room of © 
Canis who was dead After this he went to the © 
Bath and the Banquet-Room, nor was he ever in a 
better Humour, or more gracious, than at thoſe Sea. © 


ſons, which made his Servants readily catch at thoſe 
Opportunities to ask any Favours of him. 

22. At Supper, and at all other Times alſo, he 
was very free, and wou'd do Buſineſs with a Joke; 
for he was ſatirical, and ſo foul and ſordid in his 
Expreſſions, that he wou'd not forbear dowaright 
Obſcenity. Yet there are ſome Turns of his ſtill 
preſerv'd which are pleaſant enough, and among 
them this: Menſtrius Floris, a Conſular Man, undertak- 
ing to inform him it was more proper to ſay Plau- 
fra than Ploſta, the next Day he ſaluted him by the 
Name of Flaurys ; And a certain Woman pretending 
to die for Love of him, and paying down Four hun- 


dred Seſterces for the Honour of his Embraces, his 
Steward ask'd him how he wow'd- have the Summ 
enter'd in his Accounts, So much to Veſpaſian, ſays þ 


he, for being belev d. 


23. He wou'd alſo repeat Greek Verſes with a very g 


' * 


w 3 
* 
: 


lucky Alluſion; as concerning one who was very tall, 


and largely furniſh'd, 


* Mexe iCas, ug dorrgdoutey 5x © 


| Huge Stcides he ſtalks, and ſbakesa Length of Spear. 


And eſpecially of Cerylus, a Freedman, who being 


very rich, to prevent a Part of his Eſtate from falling 


to the + Treaſury, at his Death wou'd fain make 


himſelf 


— 4. 1 
. 


* Homer, Il. 7. deſcribing Ajax's Spear. 
+ According to a Decree of NerOs, p. 375. 
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d imſelf paſs for a Man free born, and change his 
ime ame to Laches ; | l TER 

and 

1ng x *Q Ac uus, Alus; t 7RLY Nong, 

1 of A UZ Sah, eigen KHHφ uu, . 


the | 
na O Laches, Laches, when thou dieſt, then 
— Thou'lt certainly be Cry lu again. 
ofe © : 
ut he chiefly affected to droll about his ſcandalous 
he eys of getting Money, that he might leſſen the 
e; Fame by a witty Saying, and paſs the whole into a 
his let. One of his Favourite Servants begging a Stew- 
z1t udſhip for one as if it had been for his own Brother, 
ie put him off, and ſending for the Candidate, an 
ng aking of him as much as he had agreed to give his 
k. oollicitor, order'd him the Place immediately; and 
me Time after his Servant applying to him about it 
he ain, u muſt provide your ſap. ſays he, with another. 
ng her; for this which you took to be yours, is mine. 
n- F\uſpeting that his Muletteer once upon a Journey 
is ot down to ſhoe the Mules, only to make a Stop that 


ie might give a certain Client an Opportunity to 
peak to the Emperor, he ask'd the Fellow * how much 
Igor by that Shoeing, and bargain'd with him for a Share 
ry Wt the Gain. His Son Titus finding Fault with him, 
1, MWccauſe he had laid a Duty even upon Urine, he held 
ie firſt Money which was brought in by this Tax 

s his Noſe, and ask'd him whether the Smell offended 
im; and upon his anſwering No. Yet, ſays he, this 
ne out of Urine, Some Depuries being ſent to ac- 

iſ, Want him, that a Statue as large as a Coloſſi was de- 
creed to be publickly erected to him at a very great 

18 pence, he defir'd them to begin it immediately, 


.n ©x> 4 
* 3 


18 ä X . For 
ce | 1 : * AT \ . =o 
lf NY R 4 
5 Theſe Verſes. are, with a few Alterations, taken from- 
Menander. . | 


7 . pas. 
* How much the Man gave him for affording him that 
oport unity to tell ns Caſe to the Emperor. — 
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For, fays he, ſhewing them the Hollow of his Hand tc 
here's a Baſis ready. And even in the Fear and ex. he 
treme Danger of Death he cou'd not abſtain from his 1!) 
eib. For when among other Prodigies the Mauſo. l 
ke. oſ the Czſars flew open on a ſudden, and a Blaz. MY for 
mg ar appear'd in the Heavens, he ſaid, the firſt At 
X belang'd to Junia Calvina of the Family of Anguſtus, ſuc 
and the other to the King of the Parthians, becauſe In 
he bid long Hair. And upon the firſt Fit of, & 
hr Diſtemper, 1 think, ſays he, I am going to be 4 b wi 
* God. ö 

2. In his ninth Confulfhip he was ſeiz'd with ſome ö 


3 
* 
= 


Hghe Motions of an Indiſpoſition in Campania, and ce 
returning to the City immediately, he went to the Ich. 


t Cutylian ; if 


—Wi 
f 
F Our Countryman Sir Thomas More was a memorable" Pa 
Iiftance of this Kind; but with this Diſadvant age, that in 
dis Jeſtt upon the Scaffold were trifling, and altogether un- A 
becoming a Man of his Years and Quality and Learning, in f fu 
o ſolemn an Hour; whereas thoſe which duetonius mentim: T 
of Veſpaſian's,are not low and trivial Jokes, as Sir Thomas 
Moor's were, bur a juſt Diſregard of the Superſtition the bes- 
ple, by which they wou d have perſuaded him thoſe Omens, (as ©: 
they t hong hi them) were pointed at him; whereas Veſpaſian, 
inſtead of being terrified at them, pleaſantly transfers them in 
to another ;, and tho his Expreſſion at the Beginning of his | 
Nnefs, is ſporting, yet it is a well-grounded and ſtrong th; 
Satire upon the extravagant Abſurdity of the Romans in »:; 
making their Emperors Gods after their Death; and when m 
be found himſelf expiring, he was ſerious and ſbew'd in his f 
laſt Words a great and manly Mind. See the Note, p. 154. 
X The Mauſoleum being built by Auguſtus, 15 p 159. 
|| Becauſe a Blazing Star ſeems to have along Train of 
Hair iſſuing from it, the Word Comet being deriv'd from | 
Coma, Hair; and the Parthian King, according to the $ 
Cuſtom of Barbarian Nations ( ſee p. 248.) wearing the Hair 
of his Head aud Beard at Length, Veſpaſian facetionſ? * 
applies the Prognoſtick to him. | | 
* 1. e. To die, alluding to the Apotheoſis, 


* 


tion 
"mas © 
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I} Cu:yli9n Waters and the Country of Reate, where 
be us'd to paſs the Summer every Year : Here tho his 
uneſs increas'd upon him, and he had corrupted his 
'J [nteftines by the frequent Uſe of cold Water, he per- 
"FJ form'd the Imperial Offices as uſually, and even gave 


Audience to Ambaſſadors as he lay in his Bed ; but a 


FJ ſudden Looſneſs throwing him into fainting Fits, An 
J Emperor, ſays he, ought to die ſtanding; and railing him- 


ſelf upon his Feet, he expir'd in the Arms of thoſe 


J who ſupported him, the ninth of the Kalends of July, 


zged ſixty-nine Years, ſeven Months and ſeven Days. 
25. It is univerſally agreed, that he was always ſo 


certain concerning his own Nativity and hisChildrens, 
OY that after ſeveral Conſpiracies againſt him, he dar'd to 
"I :ifirm to the Senate, Either his Sons wou d ſucceed him, 
„n Man. It is ſaid alſo, that he ſaw in his Sleep a 
J i Balance hung in the Middle of the Porch of the 


Palace exactly pois'd, with Claudius and Nero ſtanding 


In one Scale, and himſelf and his Sons in the other. 
And the Event was agreeable ; for they reign'd the 
g, in 


ſme } Number of Years, and the ſame Space of 
Time between them on either ſide. 


/ 


t Now Lago di Contigliano. 

tt Thus Jupiter weighs the Trojans and the Greeks 
iz Homer, and Turnus and ZEneas in Virgil. 

« Twenty-eight; for Claudius and Nero reign'd each of 


em fourteen The Time of Veſpaſian's Reign is differently 
J r:ported ; but his Son Titus 72 two Years, and Do- 


mitian teen, the Remainder of the Summ muſt be ſupply d 


MJ fron his. 


THE 
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Titus Flavius Veſpaftanus' Auguſtus. 


Ts 
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= 
. 
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rs, who had the ſame Cegnomen with 
his Father, was the Delight of human 
Kind: For ſuch was either the Sweets 
neſs of his Nature, or his skilful Ad- 


N 
J 


dress, or the Felicity of his Fortuve, 


that he attracted the Love of all Men; 
and, which was the molt difficult Thing in the 
World, after his coming to the Empire: tho” while 


he was a private Man, and even in his Father's Reign, 


he did not want Hatred and Publick Reproach. 


2. He was born the third of the Kalends of Fan- | 


ary, in a Year remarkable for * Caiw's Miirder,' at'a 
mean Houſe near the f Septizonizm, in a hrtle blind 


* 11 


— 


: . 
, =» LS 1 


*. Caligula. "eh " of erde 
+ A Septizonium 32 large Building ſupported by fe- 
den Rows of Pillars. There was. a ſurpriſing ene of this 
Name ereffed by Severus; but as that was long after 


Sretonius's Time, ſome or her muſt be meant here which 


was erected before; tho it is ſtrange, that Suetommus, 
who ir ſo particular in mentioting the Structures hc 
were erected by the Emperors themſelves, or by others as 
their Inſtigation, ſhou'd tale na Notice of this, - « + 
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Chamber, which is ſtill ſtanding and to be ſeen. He 
was educated at Court together with Britannicus, and 
inſtructed in the ſame Parts of Learning, and by the 


fame Maſters. At which Time, they ſay, a Phyſi. * 
ognomiſt who was brought by Narciſſus, the Freed. | 


man of Claudius, to view Britannicus s Countenance, 


and make Ar- upon it, abſolutely declard 
ou'd never come to be Emperor, but 
that Tir#s who ſtood by him ſhou'd. They were fo ? 


Britannicus 


intimate and united, that tis believ'd 7irzs who la 
next him at Table, taſted of the Potion with whic 


Britannicus was poyſon'd, and was very ill with it a F 
long Time. Of all which Circumſtances he was ſo 
mindful afterwards, that he erected Britannicus 2 
Golden Statue in the Palace, and dedicated to him 
another of Ivory on Horſeback, which is till carry'd Þ 
along in the Circenſian Shews, and follow'd it himſelf } 


in the Proceſſion. 


3. The Qualifications of his Body and Mind dif. | 
play'd themſelves early while he was a Bay, and 


ſhone out with more and more Brightneſs thro! eve- 
ry Degree of his Age. He was handſome, and his 
Preſence was no leſs than his Beauty. He was very 


ſtrong, tho he was not tall, and had a Belly ſome- 


thing ſtrutting. He had an extraordinary Memory, 
and-a Genius capable both of the Arts of War and 
Peace. He underſtood the Exerciſe of Arms, and 
rode perfectly well; was a Maſter of the Latin #nd 
Greek Tongues, and us'd them readily either for Ora- 
ions or Poems, and even cxtcmpore. Nor was he 
ignorant in Muſick, for he ſung and play d grace- 
fully and with Judgment. I have been inform'd by 
ſeveral, he wou'd take Notes ſurpriſingly ſwift, 2 
1 


— 


1 — te. * 


*— 
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* Suetonius ſeems to intimate there was ſuch a fond 
Union between them, as to eat out of one Diſh, and drink 
out of the ſameCup ; and that this was accidentally the 
Occaſien of Titus's raſting the poyſenous Draught, not 1hat 
it was given him with D:ſign. 
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Te ing out of Sport with his Amanuenſes in imitating 
nd any one's Hand he ſaw, and ſaying, He cou d make the 
% Forger in the World. 
f. He ſerv'd a Military Tribune both in Germany 
d. | 4 | f 
d ind Britain, with great Induſtry and no leſs Mo- 
e: deſty and Fame, as appears by the Multitude of 
> | his Images and Inſcriptions in either Province. After 
ut this, he apply'd himſelf to the Forum, where he pra- 
I Gisd with Reputation, but was not very diligent. 
At the ſame Time he marry'd Arricidia Tertulla, 
cl MF whoſe Father was a Reman Knight, and had been Pre- 
F J && of the Pretorian Cohorts; and, upon her Death, 
0 BY Marcia Furnilla, of an illuſtrious Family, whom after 
de had borne him a Daughter, he divorc'd. Being 
then advanc'd from the Honour of rhe Queſtorſhip 
r YN f* the Command of a Legion, he reduc'd * 7arichea 
: ind Gamala, two ſtrong Cities of Judæa; and having 
© MY tis Horſe kill'd under him in one Engagement, he 
d nounted upon another, whoſe Rider he had encoun- 
I ter'd and flain. þ 
5. Being ſent afrerwards to congratulate Galbs 


= upon his Acceſſion to the Empire, all Men as he pals'd 
= bad their Eyes upon him, as if he were ſummon'd 


| home in order to bet adopted. But underſtanding as 
5 he was upon the Road, that Things were in * Con- 
d fuſion again, he turn'd back, and viſiting the Oracle 
of Venus at || Paphos, as he was conſulting it concern- 
ng his Voyage, he was confirm'd by it in his Hope 
of the Empire, itt the Means of which were ſoon put 
into 

* See Foſephus, Bell. Jud. lib. III. & TV. 

By Galba. 

* By Galba' Murder. 

A City of Cyprus. 

{+ Cujus (n. ſpei de Imperio) brevi compos: What 
duetonius refers to here, u Tirus's being ſaluted I M- 
PERATOR (concerning which Word fee the Note 
p. 358.) by the Soldiers; which was rather another Omen 
f Confirmation, than à direct Completion of the Oracle, or 
n Accompliſhment of his Hope. 
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into his Power; For being left behind to finiſh the 


Conqueſt of Judea, at the laſt Aſſault of Jeruſalem he 


ſlew twelve of the Defendants with as many Arrows, 


and took the City upon his Daughter's Birth Day, 
and with ſuch Joy and Tranſport of the Soldiers, 
that in their Congratulation they ſaluted him T. 


PERATOR; and afterwards, when he was leaving 


the Province, they detain'd him, beſeeching him, 
and even uſing T hreatnings, That he wou'd either ſtay, © 
or take them all along with him: Whence aroſe a Suſpi- 
cion, as if he had attempted to revolt from his Fa. 


ther, and claim the Empire of the:Eaſt to himſelf; 


which Suſpicion he increas'd, when going to Hleran- 
aria, he wore a Diadem at the Conſecration of the 
Ox Apis at Memphis. This indeed was according to 
Cuſtom, and the antient Rites of that Solemaity; ® 
yet there were not wanting ſome who conſtru'd it 
in a worle Senſe, Wherefore haſtening to fal, he 
got to Rhegium, and from thence to Puteoli in a com- 
mon Ship of Burden, and thence making the utmoſt F 
Speed to Rome, he arriv'd unexpeRedly, and running 
to his Father, cry'd out, Veni, Pater, veni; I am come, 
Father, I am come ; as it were blaming the Raſhineſs 


of the Reports which had been rais'd about him. 


6. Nor did he from this Time ceaſe to act as a Mi 


Partner and Guardian of the Empire. He triumph'd 


with his Father, and held the Cenſorſhip together, | 


and was his Colleague.in the Tribunitial Power, and 
in ſeyen Conſulates. And taking upon himſelf the 
Execution of almoſt all Aﬀairs, writing Letters, 
drawing EdiQts in his Father's Name, and-rehearſing 


Orations in the Senate in the Queſtor's ſtead, he 
aſſum'd the Poſt of * Prefefus Pretorii, which was 
never till that Time ſuſtain'd but by a Roman 
Knight. He acted alſo arrogantly and with Vio- 


orn'd 


— 
ed 


lence; for whenever he ſuſpected any Man, he lub. 


8 — W * 4 


* Capt ain of the Pretorian Bands. See p. 317. 1 
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he om'd ſome in the Theatres and in the Camp to call 
he. cut for having him puniſh'd, and executed him pre- 
is, Wintly. Among theſe, Aulus Cæcina a Conſular Man 
y, Nos invited to Supper, and was ſcarcely got out of 
rs, the Room, when he commanded him to be ſtabb'd, 
1. tte imminent Danger he was in, putting him upon 
ng It; for he found a Paper under Cæcina's own Hand, 
containing the Particulars of a * Conſpiracy he had 
feſign'd to form among the Soldiers. By theſe 
Things, as he provided for his Security hereafrer, 
Ie contracted fo much Hatred for the preſent, that 
Jurdly any Man cou'd arrive at the Empire with ſo 
hated a Character, and ſuch univerſal Prejudice and 
Dilapprobation. | 

„. He lay under a Suſpicion of Luxury as well as 
Cruelty, becauſe he wou'd continue feaſting till Mid- 


it Wight with the molt extravagant of his Companions ; 
he Ind no leſs of Luit, on account of his Troops of 
m- MC:tmmires and Eunuchs, and his prodigious Paſſion 
oſt Mfr Queen Beronice, ro whom, it was ſaid, het made a 
ng romiſe of Marriage. He-was alſo ſuſpected of Ra- 
me, Ipciouſnefs, becauſe it appear'd he us'd to traffick 
eſs br bis Father's Decrees, and make Money of them. 
Ina Word, he was commonly efteem'd and cal fd 
5 2 Inother Nero. Bur this + Report turn'd to his Ad- 
h'd Mage, and was afrerwards chang'd into the higheſt 
er, Iniſes; when there was found in him no one Vice, 
nd nd on the contrary the moſt conſummate Virtues; 
the Ile gave Entertainments rather pleaſing than pro- 
ers, Wii; and choſe for his Friends ſuch Men, as ſuc- 
ing Witding Princes acquieſc'd in and chiefly employ'd, 
he Ws molt capable of doing Service to them and to the 
Was ! State. 
nan 
10» | | 
ub- W Caſaubon reads Concio inſtead of Conjuratio; and 
nd WW" it ſignifies a Speech he had drawn" up to engage the 
* 2 my in a Revolt. : | | | 


| Ihe Reader will here have in his Thoughts bur famous | 
Henry V. who ſbew d as ſurpriſing a Reformation imme- 
ately upon his coming to the Crown. 
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State, He immediately diſmiſs'd Berenice from ,, 
the City, with the utmoſt Reluctance on both ſides 
Some of the moſt pleaſing of his Catamites, tho they I be 
danc'd ſo finely that they held the firſt Rank upon 
the Stage, he not only forbore to cheriſh with In- 1 
dulgence, but even to be a Spectator of them in Po 
Publick, He never depriv'd any Citizen of his Pros I bn 
perty, abſtaining, if ever Man did, from that which Hunt 
was another's ; not ſo much as accepting the allow ,F 
and uſual Preſents; and yet he was inferiour to none I dr. 
in Munificence. Having dedicated an Amphitheatre I kn. 
and built with ſurpriſing Expedition ſome Baths "uf 
by it, he exhibired very rich aud pompous Shewg bor 
He gave a Sea-Fight allo in the Old * ect 
Combat of Gladiators, and a Cheſe of five thouſan 
Wild Beaſts of every Kind in one Day. . 
8. He was of ſo benevolent a Temper, that where I 
as according to the Inſtitution of Tib. rim, all * ire 
Emperors after him did not look upon the Grants 
their Predeceſſors as valid, unleſs they were 0 
to the ſame Perſons by themſelves; he was the fuß 
Prince who confirm'd them at once in a ſingle Edi; 
nor did he ſo much as ſuſfer himſelf to be apply 
to for it. And whatever Requeſts were made to hiq; 
by any, he fix'd it as his perperual Cuſtom, not ti 
let any go away in Deſpair: And when his Domap 
ſticks told him, He wor'd be apt to promiſe more than 
cou d perform ; No Man, ſays he, ought to aepart ſad fro L top 
Princes Preſence. Calling to Mind once at Suppe lum 
that he had done Nothing for any one thro thing þ 
whole Day, he utter'd that memorable and prail)e1:t 
worthy Saying, Amici, Diem perdid: ! My Friends, I hoWtenti, 
leſt a Day! He treated the whole Body of the Peay be 
ple in particular upon all Occaſions with ſo muchfdlubs 
Courteſy and Condeſcenſion, that proclaiming a Cad p 
diatory Combat, he declar'd, He wou'd order it not 
his own Liking, but to pleaſe theSpeftators. And inded MY 
he fulfill'd his Words; for he deny'd them Nothin 
they ask'd, and even preſs'd them to ask whatere 


they wou d. And declaring himſelf 3 
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from yourer of the * Thracian Combatants, he often diſ- 
ſides; puted it for them warmly with the People with his 
theyY Voice and Geſtures, yer ſo as to preſerve the Digni- 
upon ty of his Rank and Perſon, and not to exceed the 


n Ine f Rules of Juſtice. And to negle& no manner of 
m ig Popularity, he admitted the People into the Bath 
Pros ſometimes as he was waſhing. There happen'd ſome 
which mfortunate Accidents in his Reign; as, an Eruption 
ow Nef Mount Y-ſuvius in Campania, a Fire at Rome for 
nonEY three Days and as many Nights, and ſuch a Peſti- 
_ knce as had ſcarcely been known before. Under fo 
s jußß many Calamities and of ſuch a Nature, he ſhew'd 
he ug nor only the Concern of a Prince, but even the Af- 
= kection of a Parent; ſometimes encouraging the 


uſand People by his Edicts, and ſometimes relieving them 

Is far as his Revenues wou'd allow. He choſe ma- 

** iy by Lot from among the Conſular Men, to take 
t 


(ire to reſtore the Miſchief ſuſtain'd in Campania; 
nd the Goods of thoſe who periſh'd by the Eruption, 


nts Of 


wh nd had left no Heirs, he appointed to be apply'd 
e fir v the Succour of the ſuffering Cities. By the Fire 
Edich A Rome, he declar'd no Man was a Loſer but him- 
6 elf, giving up all the Ornaments of his Palaces to 


repair the Buildings and the Temples. and placing 
everal of the Equeſtrian Order to overſee the Work 
Fit ic might be diſpatch'd with the greater Speed. 
for recovering the People's Health, and putting a 


d fro bop to the Sickneſs, he employ'd all Means of Help, 
2PPeatluman and Divine, trying all Sorts of Sacrifices 
0 kund Remedies. Among the Evils of the Times, the 
prailfFiclators and Suborn'd Evidence were, by a long Li- 
I "0 Jentiouſneſs, become a principal. Theſe he order'd 
Þ ' 


0 be beaten daily in the Forum with Scourges and 
obs, and laſtly dragg'd thro” the Amphitheatre, 
nd partly ſold for Slaves, and partly Fn ro 

ome 


— — 


Thoſe who ſought after the Thracian Manner. 


1 The Emperor was Preſident of the Games, and awarded 
me Prize, 
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ſome craggy Iſlands. And for ever to reſtrain any 
from pretuming to repeat thoſe Practices, he forbad. 
among other Things, the ſame Cauſe to be try'd by 
feveral Laws; and that after a certain Number off 
Years, there ſhou'd be an Enquiry into the Condi- 
tion of any Perſon deceas'd. f 

9. He profeſs'd he accepted the High-Prieſthoods$ 
on purpoſe to preſerve his Hands“ unpolluted. And 


he kept his Word: For after this, he was neither® 


the Author nor Acceſſary of any one's Death, tho't 
he did not want Provocations to Revenge; but heb 
ſwore, he won d ſooner periſh himſelf than deſtroy —_— 
Two Perſons of Patrician Rank being convicted off 


aſpiring to the Empire, he only admonifh'd them ro 


deſiſt, laying, The + Princedom wat aiſpos'd of by Fate 15 
and promiſing, if they deſir'd any thing elſe, to be- 


ſtow it on them, and preſently diſpatch'd his Mel 


fengers to the Mother of one of them, who was ar af 
conſiderable Diſtance, to put her out of Fear, and let; 
her know her Son was ſafe. And he not only treat 
ed them very familiarly at Supper, but at a Shew off 
Gladiators the next Day plac'd them by him on pus 
poſe, and offer d them the Weapons of the Comba 
tants which were brought him to view them. It is 
faid alſo, that when he underſtood their Nativity, 


he affirm'd, ſome great Danger threaten'd them both, and 


fhou'd one time overtake them, but from ano her Hand. 
And ſo it happen'd. His Brother, who was inceſa 
ſantly plotting againſt him, and almoſt openly court- 


ed the Soldiers to revolt, and was preparing to e- 
ſcape by Flight, he cou'd. neither bear to put to 


Death, nor to remove him, nor even' to leſſen his 
| Honours :F 


ll v2 
= * 
* 


— — 


By Blood. | | 
+ Inſtead of revenging their Deſign with Death, he er- 
deawours in a friendly Manner to convince them of the Va- 
nity of the Aitempt, aſſuring them, that unleſs the Fates 
had ordain d they ſbou d have the Empire, it wou d be im- 
poſſible for them to obtain it. N 


1 
7 
* 
Y 
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fonours : But as from the firſt Day of his Reign he 
ud continu'd to declare him his Partner and his Suc- 
eſſor, he begg'd him ſometimes in ſecret with Pray- 
ess and Tears, That he wou'd at length have the ſame 
Alon for him 

be. Amid theſe Things, he was abruptly ſnatch'd 
ay by Death, more to the Loſs of Mankind than 
Ius own. Having finiſh'd the Shews, at the Cloſe 
rt which he wept plentifully before the People, he 
ent to the Sabine Country ſomething dejected, be- 
auſe the Victim ran away as he was ſacrificing, and 
I thunder'd in a ſerene Sky. And being ſerz'd with 
. Fever at his firſt Baiting, he was carry'd the reſt 
er the Way in a Litter, and is ſaid to have put the 
cortains back, and look'd up to Heaven, complain- 
"AY ing bitterly, his Life was taken from him very unjuſtly ; 
oY there was not any of his Actions he had to repent of, 
cer only one. What that was, he never diſcover'd 
J bimſelf, nor is it eaſy to ſurmiſe. Some imagine, 
te had in his Thoughts a former Freedom with his 
other's Wife: But Domitia ſwore ſolemnly, there 
ad never been any thing of that Kind; and ſhe 
MF wou'd not have deny'd it if there had, but wou'd 
FY hve glory'd in it, as ſhe was ready to do in all her 
87 Debaucheries. 

J 11. He dy'd in the ſame Villa with his Father, 
won the Ides of Septenber, two Years, two Months, 
nd rwenty Days after his ſucceeding him, and 
in che forty-firſt Year of his Age. As ſoon as it was 
owa, every one Jamented as if it had been his 
FJ own Domeſtick Sorrow; and the Senate, not wait- 

Ig to be ſummon'd by an Edict, ran to the Houſe, 
. Ind keeping the Doors ſhut a while, and then throw- 

Is chem open, heap'd ſuch Thanks and Praiſes upon 
Ia now he was dead, as they had never given him 
Iten he was alive and preſent with them. 
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Titus F. lavius Domitianus. 


OMITIAN was born the * ninth of 
the Kalends of November, his Father 
being Conſul elect, and to enter upon 
his Office the Month following ; in 
the ſixth Region of the City, and the 
Pomegranate- Street, in a Houſe which 

e afterwards converted into a Temple of the Flavian 

Emily. While he was a Boy, and in the firſt Part of 

us Youth, he is ſaid to have liv'd in fo much Want 

nd Di ſnonour, that he had not one Piece of Plate about 

Im for Uſe. And it is cercain Clodius Pollio, a Pretorian 

Man,againſt whom there is extant a Poem of Nero s, en- 

ltled Lyſcio, kept a Letter under his Hand, and ſome- 

mes ſhew'd it, in which he promis'd him a Night's 
roſtitution, when he pleas'd ; nor were ſome wanting 
who affirm'd he was corrupted by his Succeſſor Nerva. 
hn the War of Nitelliu, he fled into the Capitol with 
us Uncle Sabinus, and Part of the Forces that were 

on 
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on the Spot ; but the Enemy breaking in, and ſetting 
the Temple on Fire, he hid himſelf rhat Night with 
the Keeper of the Temple; and in the Morning dif 
guiſing himſelf in the Habit of à Prieſt of 0, oof 
out among the Officers of that 1dle Superttitions 
and, with only one Attendant, went croſs the Te 
to the Mother of his Fellow-Pupil, where he lay ( 
cloſely conceal'd, that thoſe who purſu'd him by 
his Tracks cou'd not find him. After the“ Victor 
he appear'd abroad, and being ſaluted C SAR, ad 
ſum'd the Honour of the Pretorſhip of the Cityſ 
with Confular Power in Title, but the Furiſdidtion © 
he transferr'd to his next Collegue. Yet he exercis 
his Authority with ſuch Violence and Licentiouſ® 
neſs, that he clearly ſhew'd what he wou'd be here 
after. Not to mention every Particular; havin 
been free with the Wives of feveral;- he took tal 
himſelf in Marriage Domitia Longina, who was mars 
ry'd to Ælius Lamia; and in one Day diſpos'd of 
above twenty Offices in the City and foreign Parts 
upon which Yeſpaſian often ſaid, He wonder'd he did 
wot ſend Him à Succeſſor. „„ 
2. He undertook an Expedition into Gaul and both 
Germanys, without any Neceſſity and againſt the Ad4 
vice of his Father's Friends, only that he might! 


equal his Brother in Exploits and Fame. Being re$ ; 

primanded for theſe Things, that he might the bet 

ter underſtand his Age and Condition, his Fathe 109 
made him dwell at home with him, and wheneve * 
he and his Brother went abroad in their Curule — 

Chair, he follow'd them in a Litter, and in their Wie 

Judaic Triumph accompany'd them mounted upon con! 

a white Horſe. Of fix Conſulſhips which he held, irh 
but one was + Ordinary, and that he receiv'd by the vih 
Ceſſion 7 

1 1 b im 
e 

Of his Father Veſpaſian over Vitellius. | 0 

+ He was net choſen for Part of the Time in another! 5 


Reo, but enter d upon the Conſulſbip at the Beginning 
the Year, and held it the whole Term. Such a Conſulſbip 
was tcrm'd Conſulatus Ordinarius. 


ot Poetry, (which 
bre, and afcerwards deſpis'd and abandon'd,) and re- 
bears'd in Publick. However, when Yologeſus King 
r the Parthians demanded Succours againſt the Ala- 
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ſeſſion of his Brother, who reſign'd to him his 


JT Turn. He alſo put on a wonderful Face of Mode- 


„ and particularly employ'd himſelf in the Study 
iy 4 C had never meddled with — 


„ and deſir'd one of Yeſpaſian's Sons might head 
them, he made all the Intereſt he cou d to be ſent; 
ind becauſe that Affair was ſoon compos d, he at- 
zempted by Gifts and Promiſes to procure other 
Kings of the Eaſt to make the ſame Requeſt. Upon 
tis Father's Death he was pauſing a long Time, whe- 


er he ſhou'd not give a * double Donative to the 
Joldiers, and never ſcrupled to affirm, That he was 
/ Partner in the Empire, but there was @ Fraud com- 
aue in his Father's Teſtament. Nor did he ceaſe 


from that Time to lay Snares for his Brother openly 


ad in ſecret: And when he was taken ill, he com- 
J manded them to leave him for dead, before the 
TE breath was out of his Body; and after his Death, 
beſtow'd no Honour upon him but that of Conſe» 
WM cration, and often aſpers'd him obliquely in his 
JJ rations and Edits. | 


3- Ar the Beginning of his Reign, he us'd to be 
private for ſo long every Day, and do nothing but 
arch Flies, and pierce them thro' with a ſharp Style: 
And therefore, when one ask'd Wherher there was any 
body in ſecres with the Emperor? Vibius Criſpus anſwer'd 
nerrily, Ne Muſca quidem ; Not ſo much as a Fly. His 
Wife Domitia, by whom he had a Son in his ſecond 
Conſulate, and whom the next Year he had ſaluted 
with the Style of AUGUSTA, being deeply in Love 
With Paris the Player, he divorc'd her; and then was 
ſo impatient of the Separation, that in a ſhort Time 
lie took her again, as if it were in Compliance 1 

the 


17 — 


ä — 


So - "9g what his Brother Cave, to draw the Soldier? 
um him, 
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the Importunity of the People. In the Adminiſtra. 


tion of the Empire, he was for a while very various, 
with an equal Mixture of Vices and Virtues, till 


his Virtues were at laſt all converted into Vices; 


and, as far as we may gueſs, beſide the Bent of his 
Nature, he became rapacious out of Want, and cruel | 


out of Fear. 
4. He frequently exhibited magnificent and coſtly 


Shews ; not in the Amphitheatre only, but alſo in 
the Circus; where beſides the ufual Chariot-Races * 
with two Horſes and four, he alſo gave a Battel be- 
tween Horſe and Foot, and a Sea-Fight in the Am. 
phitheatre : For the Huntings of Wild Beaſts, and 

the Gladiators Combats, he caus'd to be perform'd : 
in the Night by Torches, and had not only En. 
gagements of Men, but of Women alſo. And he 
was ſo conſtant at the Queſtorian Games, which 
he reviv'd after they had been long intermitted, * 
that he allow'd the People to demand two Pairs of 
Champions out of his own Number, which were 
brought on laſt of all in a Royal Livery. At every 
Shew of the Gladiators, a Dwarf-Boy clad in Scar- ? 
let with a Head monſtrouſly little, ſtood at his Feet, 
whom he talk'd to very much, and ſometimes about 
ſerious Buſineſs; for he was once heard to ask him, 
Whether he knew why he deſign'd to make Metius Rufus 
Prefect of Egypt at the next Promotion? He preſented } 
Naval Fights with almoſt whole Fleets, a huge Lake 
being form'd by the Tiber, and convenient Seats e- 
reed, from whence he beheld them even in the 
ſmarteſt Showers He alſo ordain'd the Secular 
Games, making his Computation of the Time, not 


from the Year in which Claudius had held them laſt, 
but in which they had been formerly celebrated by 


Auguſtus. At theſe, upon the Day of the Circenſian Sports, 


that a + hundred Courſes might be the more eaſily? 
perform d, 


—_—_— 


* Games ſet forth by the Queſtor. 5 
f The uſual Number was twenty -Hve. and they 14" 
ſeven Times. | 


ave, 


— 
es, 


T 
| 
7 
4 
+ 
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perform'd, he reduc'd each from ſeven Turns to five. 


He alfo inſtituted Quinquennial Games to Jupiter Ca- 
pitolinus, With a threefold Exerciſe, Muſick, Horſe- 
Racing and Wreſtling, and with a Number of Crowns 
ſomewhat greater than is now gwen: There was alſo 
a Contention in Proſe in Greek and Latin, and beſide 
thoſe who * play'd the Harp and ſung to it, others 
perform'd on that Inſtrument in a numerous Conſort, 
ind ſome ſingly without a Voice; and Virgins ran 
in the Race. He preſided at the Solemnity in + Slip- 
pers, clad with a Grecian Gown of Purple, having 
a Golden Crown on his Head with the Effigies of 
Jupiter and Juno, and Minerva; the Prieſt of Jupiter 
and the College of the || Flavials ſitting by him in 
the ſame Habit, only they had his ; Image alfo in 
their Crowns. Every Year he celebrated the & Quin- 
natria to Minerva in Mount Albanus, and inſtituted 
2 College for her, from whence Perſons were choſen 
by Lot for the tt ſeveral Offices; and exhibited 
Huntings of Wild Beaſts and Stage-Plays, with Con- 
teſts of Orators and Poets. He gave a Congiary to 
the People thrice of Three Hundred Seſterces, and a 
noble Banquet at the Shews while the Gladiators 
were fighting ; and firſt of all introduc'd the Cuſtom 
of eating at the Feſtival of the -+ Seven Hills, di- 
ſtributing large Baskets of Meats to the Senators and 
Knights, and ſmaller to the People : And the next 
Day he threw about all forts of Toys, and becauſe 
moſt part of them fell in the Seats of the Common 
Y 2 | People 


— 


—— — 


* The Latin Word for theſe ſeveral Sorts of Performers 
are, Citharœdi, Chorocithariſtæ, aud Pſilocithariſtæ. 


+ Crepidatus. 

The Prieſts belonging to his own Family, the Flavii., 

To intimate his Divinity. 

X A Feſtival held five Days after the Ides, for the De. 
cat ion of Minerva's Temple. 

tt Of that College. 3 

Upon which the Cit) was built. | 
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People, he order'd Five Hundred“ Tickets to be 
thrown among thoſe of the Knights and Senators. 

F. Several noble Edifices which were conſum'd by 
Fire, and among them the Capitol, which had been t 
burnt again, he rèſtor'd; but inſcrib'd his own f 

Name upon them all, making no mention of the 
Original Founder. He rais'd a new Fane in the ca. e 
pitol to Jupiter the Keeper, and a Forum now AY * 
call'd the Forum of Nerva; a Temple alſo to the Ha. e 
van Family; a I Stadium, an || Odcum, and a tf Nay. AY * 
mac his; with the Stone of which the Side-Walls of t 
the greater Circ, that were ruin'd by Fire, were C 
afrerwards repair'd. | I 
6. The Expeditions he made, were partly of tk 
Choice, and partly of Neceſſity. Of Choice, againſt L 
the Catti ; and of Neceſſity, one againſt the Sarmatæ, 1 1 C 
Legion being cut to Pieces with the Lieutenant; 8 
and two againſt the Daci, one when Appius Sabinu a © 1 
Conſular Man was defeated and loſt, and the other Y " 
when Corxelius Fuſcus, Prefect of the Pretorian Co- ſt 
horts, with whom he had intruſted the Command of Y b. 
the War, was ſlain, After various Battels he tri Y Y 
umph'd over the Catti and Daci; but for his Victory ol 
over the Sarmatæ, he only offer'd a Laurel to Jupiter Y ” 
Capitolinus. The Civil War which was fet on foot Y * 
by L. Antonius, Preſident of the Upper Germany, he 
finiſh'd without going thither in Perſon, by a ſur- It 
priſing Piece of good Fortune; for in the very Mo- 
ment of the Battel, the Rhine overflowed on a ſud- 
| den, and hinder'd the Forces of the Barbarians from G 
; crofſing over to Antonius and joining him. Of this 
Victory he was appris'd by Preſages before the Meſ- 
ſengers arriv'd. For upon the Day of the Fight - 
agle 


——_— 


ll. r 
—— 


—-— 


* For ſeveral Trifles and ſmall Preſents. 
i + 4 Place for Foot-Races. 

4 A Place where the Muficians perform'd, and play | 
# o the Prize, and Poets made their Rehearſals, © 

I For exhibiting Sea- Fights, 


6 


for 
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Eagle of an extraordinary Size having embrac'd his 
Statue at Rome with its Wings, made a very joyful 
Noiſe ; and preſently after it was ſo hotly reported 
that Antonius was kill'd, that a great many were po- 
fitive they ſa w his Head brought into the City. 
7. He made ſeveral Innovations alſo in Things of 
common Uſe. He ſuppreſs'd the Publick * Sportulæ, 
and reviv'd the Cuſtom of formal Suppers. He add- 
ed two Factions at the Circenſian Games, the Golden 
and the Purple, to the four old ones; and forbad 
the Players to act in Publick, but allowing them to 
exerciſe their Art in private Houſes. He prohibited 
the Caſtration of Males, and moderated the Price of 
the Eunuchs that remain'd in the Merchants Hands. 
Upon a great Plenty of Wine, and a Scarcity of 
Corn, imagining that it proceeded from an extrava- 
gant Cultivation of the Vineyards and a Neglect of 
Tillage, he made an Edict that no one ſhould plant 
new Vines in Italy, and that in the Provinces they 
ſhou'd cut them down, or at moſt not leave above 
half the Number ſtanding : But he did not go thro' 
with the f Execution of his Order. He ſhar'd ſome 
of-the chief Offices among the Freemen and the Ro- 
man Knights. He forbad the Legions to be plac'd 
two together in one Camp, and that more than a 
thouſand Seſterces ſhou'd be || depoſited at the En- 
ſign by any Soldier, becauſe Antonius ſeem'd to have 
depended very much upon that Money, when he was 
concerting his Revolt. And from three Pieces of 
Gold every fourth Month, he augmeated the Soldi- 
ers Pay to four. | 
Y*'q 8. He 


— 


* Appointed by Nero inſtead of the Suppers, p. 360. 

T The Reaſon of which 2 p. 495. EY 

X To prevent their joining readily in a Revolt. 

|| When the Soldiers receiv'd a Donative, Half of it 
(ſays Vigetius) was depoſited at the Enſigns, to be a Supply 
for them upon Occaſion, and to preſerve them from Deſert- 
ing. 
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8. He adminiſter'd Juſtice with Diligence and 
Induſtry. He frequently ſate in the Forum extraor. * 
dirarily, to reverſe the partial Sentences of the Cen- 
tumviri; and often admoniſh'd the * Recoverers not 
to be led away by the Importunities and Blandiſh. * 


ments of the f 4/:r:ors. The Judges who took Money 


he branded, together with their Council; and caus'd F 


the '{ ribunes of the People ro accufe a ſordid dile 


of Bribery, and to demand Judgment againſt him of ; 
the Senate. He took alſo ſuch Care to reſtrain the 


Ciry-Magiſtrates and the Preſidents of the Provin. 
ces, that they were never more modeſt nor juſt ; in- 
ſtead of which, after his Reign, we have ſeen them 


commonly guilty of all Crimes. Having undertaken 
a Correction of Manners, he forbad the Licentiouſ- 
neſs in the Theatre, of beholding the Shews promi. 
ſcuouſly in the Knights Seats. And defamatory Pa. 
pers which were ſpread about, in which Men and 
Women of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction were e- 
pos'd, he aboliſh'd, and diſgrac'd the Authors, Ile 
remov'd a Queſtorian Man from the Senate, becauſe 


he was given to Acting and Dancing; and depriv'd 


ſcandalous Women of the Uſe of the Litter, and the 


Right of receiving Legacies and Inheritances. He 


ſtruck out of the Judges Liſt a Reman Knight, for 


taking his Wife again after he had diſmiſs'd her and 


accus'd her of Adultery ; and condema'd ſome of | 


either Order by the || Scatinian Law. The Inceſts of 


the Veſtal Virgins, which had been neglected by his 


Father and his Brother, he reſtrain'd by ſeveral ſevere 
Penalties ; puniſhing the ficſt Offence capitally, and 


— 
— 


1 
— — 
— 


* 4 Set of Judges, before whom People ſu d for any Rights 
which were detain d from them, or which they had loſt. 

+ Thoſe who appear d with a Perſon before a Magiſtrate 
to make him free, declaring he had a juſt Title to Freedom, 
and claiming it for him as his Right. 

II For paviſhing thoſe who kept Catamites, or proſtitutes 
themſelves. | he 


the 


„„ . ern 2 


ack 
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the ſecond after the * antient Manner. For when he 
had permitted the Siſters of OceUas and Yaronilla to 
chuſe their Death, and had baniſh'd thoſe who cor- 
rupted them, he afterwards commanded Cornelia, the 
principal of the Veſtals, who had been acquitted for- 
merly, and was now after a long Interval arraign'd 
again and convicted, to be bury'd alive, and her De- 
bauchers to be whipt to Death with Rods in the 
+ Comitium ; but one of them who was a Pretorian 
Man, becauſe his Caſe was doubtful, and his Con- 
feſſion was drawn from him by perplex'd Queſtions 
and by Torture, had the Indulgence to be baniſh d. 
And that nothing belonging to the Gods might be 
prophan'd with Impunity, he made the Soldiers pull 
down a Monument a Freedman of his had built for 
his Son, of the Stones deſign'd for the Temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, and throw the Bones and Relicks 
which were in it, into the Sea. 


9. At ficſt alſo he ſo abhorr'd all Manner of Blood- | 


ſhed, that in his Father's Abſence calling to Mind a 
Verſe of Yirgil, | 


[| Impia quam cafes gens eft epulata Jjuvencis, 
E'er impious Nations fed on Heifers flain. 


he was going to publiſk an Edict, That no Oxen ſhou'd 


be ſacrififd. And while he was a private Perſon, and 


for ſome Time after he was a Prince, he hardly gave 
the leaſt Suſpicion of Covetouſneſs and Parſimony ; 
nay on the contrary he often ſhew'd Inſtances not 


Y 4 only 


* To be bury'd alive. 

t A publick Place in Rome, where the Election, of 
Magiſtrates were made. F 
11 Georg. 2. 
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only of great f Abſtinence, but alſo of Bounty. He ¶ wuſt 
was very liberal to all ahout him; and preſs'd no. Y pant 
thing upon them fo much, or with equal Earneft. be 1 
nefs, as not to do a ſordid or ungenerous Action. He nd 
accepted no Eſtates which were left him by thoſe A fon: 
who had Children; and annull'd a Legacy appointed A tran 
by the Teſtament of Ruſcius Cæpio, who had requir'd tian 
his Heir ſhou d every Year preſent à certain Summ to the I fir 
Senators Man by Man, as thcy went to the Houſe. He A drag 
diſcharg'd all thoſe who had Proſecutions commenc'd Stag 
againſt them by the Treaſury five Years ago, and NMC 
which were yet depending; and wou'd not permit He 
the Action to be renew'd, unleſs it were done with- I the! 
in a Year, and upon Condition, that if the Accuſer al 
. cou'd not make good his Cauſe, he ſhou'd be banifh'd. 0% 
The Queſtors Scribes, who had got a Cuſtom of I fort 
Trading and Merchandizing contrary to the Clodian I ſuff 
Law, he pardon'd for what was paſt; and reſtor'd the he 
Parcels of * Lands which remain'd after the Diviſion JT wh 
of Grounds among the Veterane Troops, to the fd be 
Poſſeſſors, as belonging to them by. Preſcription. W. 
He prevented vexatious Suits about the Revenues, I ind 
by ſevere Puniſhments upon the Informers ; and 
there was a Saying of his commonly reported, 4 
Prince who dors not puniſh Delators, incaurages them. = 
10. But he did not continue long in a Courſe | 


either of Clemency or Abſtinence ; tho' he degene - 
rated ſomewhat ſooner into Cruelty than into Cove- A :;; 
The | OY touſneſs. N 
3 5 be 8 179 


> Hf Abſtinence here and in other Places which follow, doe: 4 
not ſignify the Moral Quality oppos'd to Intemperance, but 


rhe not invading the Property of anot her. vo 
Lat. Subſeciva, quæ diviſis per Veteranos agris 
carptim ſuperfuerunt, veteribus poſſeſſoribus, ut 11 


uſucapta, conceſſit. Here is 4 remarkable Inſtance of 
the Conciſeneſs of the Latin Language; for the Words YI ;* 


ſubſeciva, carptim, uſucapta, will require a whole Sen- bo 
tence to draw ont the full Meaning of them clearly i YI þ, 
Engliſh, © of 
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J ruſneſs. He kill'd a Boy, the Diſciple of Paris the 
J Pancomime, as he lay very ill, becauſe he ſeem'd to 
be not unlike his“ Maſter in his Art and Perſon ; 
Ind Hermegenes Tarſenſis, for ſome figurative Expreſ- 


ſons in his Hiſtory, crucifying alſo the Copiers who 


I tranſcrib'd it. A Houſholder having ſaid, A f Thra- 


cian Gladiator was a Match for a Mirmillo, but not 


YT fir the X Maſter of the Shew, he caus'd him to be 


dragg'd down from his Sear, and thrown upon the 


g Stage to the Dogs with this Inſcription, 4 2 PAL- 


MULARIAN WHO SPOKE It IMPIOUS WORDS. 
He put a Multitude of Senators to Death,and among 
them ſome Conſular Men; of whom were Civica Ce- 
ralis even in his Proconſulate of Aſia, Salvidienus 


o/ eus, and Acilius Glabrio in Exile, as if they were 


forming dangerous Deſigns againſt him; and the reſt 
ſuffer d all upon the lighteſt Pretences. Elius Lamia 
he executed for ſome ſuſpicious Jeſts indeed, but 


J which were both old and innocent; as becauſe when 


Domitian Was praiſing his Voice after he had taken his 
Wife from him, he anſwer'd, II Heu taceo, I am dumb; 


Ind becauſe when Titus advis'd him to marry again, 


Y 5 he 


He had debauch d Domitian's Wife, which enrag d 
um ſo againſt this unhappy Youth for reſembling him. 

T See the Note, p. 280. 

X The Emperor, who underſtood this to mean the Gladi- 
#1 was able to bear his Antagoniſt the Mirmillo, but 
did not dare to do it becauſe Domitian took his Part. 


» Becauſe he declar'd for the Thracian Gladiaurs who 


wore a Shield call'd Parma. 


it By this Domitian ſeems to intimate his own Divi- 


ty, as he did by another Circumſtance ment ion d p. 483. 


|| This Reading is much diſputed by the Criticks; but 


if it be admitted, the Meaning is, /E\ius was reſolv'd to 
be filent, ſince he found Domitian lid his Voice, leſ?* he 


ſhou'd cndeavour. to deprive him of that, as he had done + 


of his N. fe. 
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| he reply'd, Mi 44 ov 3aunoau Starts? And -|- ds jos | 
want to marry tes? He murder'd Salvi Cocceianur, | 
becauſe he had celebrated the Birth-day of his Uncle, © 
O:bo the Emperor; and Meſius * Pompolianus, becauſe © 
it was commonly believ'd he had. an Imperial Nati. 


Vity, and becauſe he carry'd abour him a Map of the 


World drawn upon Vellum, and the Speeches of the 


K 'ngs and Generals taken out of Livy, and had 


given the Names of t Mago and Annibal to his Slaves, 
Salluſtius Lucullus, the Lieutenant of Britain, becauſe he 
had X ſuffer'd ſome Lances of a new Form to be calłbd 
Lacullean. Junius Ruſticus, becauſe he had publiſh'd a Pz. 
negyrick upon 11 Pætus Tra ſeas and Helvidins Priſcu:, 
and had ſtyl'd them, very holy Men; and took Occaſion, 
from this Offence, to remove all the Philoſophers 
from the City, and from Italy. He alſo flew Helv. 


dius, the Son, for having as it were touch'd upon 


his Divorce with his Wife in a Stage- Prologue, un- 
der the Perſon of Paris and Ocnone; and Flavius Sabi- 
nis, one of his 3 Nephews, becauſe, being choſen: 
Conſul, upon the Day of the Election the Cryer 
had inadvertently proclaim'd him, not Conſul, but 

Imperater, 


— 


— 


-|- By taking away f from me, after the Example 


of your Brot her. Domitian had berne this Grudge again 
lus for ſome Time; for it is plain theſe Words were: 


ſpoken before he came to the Empire. 


* The ſame ment ion d p. 461. When Veſpaſian v. 


told of his Nativity, inſtead of murdering him out of tht 
Way, he ated like a ſenſible and generous Prince. 

f Carthaginian Generals, who were formidable Ene 
niet of the Romans. 

X As if he had done himſelf too great an Honour, on 
fhew'd 4 dangerous Ambition by it, and might deſign te 
gain the Affections of the Soldiers, in order to make 4 
Revolt, | 

+4- Traſeas was put to Death by Nero (p. 382.) 
Priſcus by Domitian himſelf. 

> Patruclis, @. Brother's. Son. 
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Inperatom to the People. But after his Succeſs in 
the Civil War, he was yet more cruel. For in or- 
der to diſcover their Accomplices, who lay con- 
ceal'd, he rack d Multitudes of the other Party 
with a Torture of a new Invention, ſetting Fire to 
their privy Part; and cut off the Hands of ſome. 
And 'tis certain, that of rhe moſt noted of them, he 
pardon'd only two; a Tribune of the Laticlavi; and 
Centurion; who, the more eaſily to make it ap- 
pear they were innocent, prov'd themſelyes to be 
* Pathicks, and that it was ier they ſhou'd 
have had any Inteceſt either with the General or the 
Soldiers. 8 | vida fl 

11, Nor was his Cruelty only extreme, but crafty 
alſo and unexpected. The Day before he cruci- 
fy'd the Comptroller of his Accounts, he invited 
him into his B 


Arretinus Clemens, a Conſular Man, and one of his in- 
timate Friends and Emiſſaries, he ſhew'd him the 
fame or greater Favour than ever; till at laſt, as he 


was riding out with him in the ſame Litter, ſpying : 
his Accuſer, Shall we give this rarkally Slave, lays he, 


a Hearing to morrow? And that he might abuſe the 


Patience of Men with the greater Contempt, he ne- 


ver pronounc'd a ſevere Sentence, without a Pream- 


ble full of extraordinary Clemency : So that there 
was not a more certain Sign of a calamitous Iſſue 
to any Perſon, than a gentle Beginning. He brought 
ſome into the Senate who were guilty of Treaſon, ]. 
and having firſt ſaid, he ſhou'd make a Proof that Day 


how dear he was to the Senate, he eaſily had them con- 


demn'd 1 


ed-Chamber, made him fit upon the 
Bed by him, and ſent him away perfectly ſecure and 
chearful, and at Supper did him the Honour to ſend - 
him a Diſh from his Table. Deſigning to condemn - 


—_— _ 
— — —— — — — — AN. A -_ — w__ —— 


q 


* Becauſe it was impoſſible that they, whoſe Corſe of 


Life was ſo groſily ener vate, ſhou'd gngage in a Military 
Undertaking, or that any one won d think of inviting hem. 


into e. 


* 
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demn'd to be puniſh'd More Majorum; and then ex. Þ 4; 
preſſing a wonderful Conſternation at the Severity of b 
the Puniſhment, he interceded to mollify it in theſe L 
Words, which it will not be amiſs to ſet down par. B 
| ticularly ; Permit me, Fathers, to obtain of your Goodneſs, Þ tt 
| tho I know I ſball obtain it with Difficulty, that you wou in 
| ſo far indulge theſe condemu'd Wretches, as to allow them li 
to chuſe what Death they will die. For thereby you will A th 
Spare your own | Eyes, and all Men will know I wat pre. u 
= in the Senate. © . J ir 


132. Being impoveriſh'd by the Extravagance of a 
his Works and Gladiatory Shews, and by his raiſing J be 
the Soldiers Pay; to leſſen his Military Expences, I yi 
he attempted to reduce the Number of the Soldiers. I be 
But conſidering he ſhou'd thereby expoſe himſelf to F; 
the Incurſions of the Barbarians, and ſhou'd yet la- ot 
bour under very great Burdens, he fet himſelf to hi 
ravage and plunder all Manner of Ways. The*Goods in 
af the Living and the Dead were ſeizd in every in 
Place, whoever was the Accuſer, and whatever the Y 7; 
Crime: Any AQ or Saying againſt the Majeſty. of 
the Prince was a ſufficient Objection. The moſt F p] 


F 1 — fe 
= 
+ The Horror of the Execution More Majorum. = 


* The Character of Rufinus in Claudian; 


——gCuicunq; monile 
Contextum Gemmis, aut Prædia culta fuiſſent, & 


Lib. 1. be 
Where pret ious Chains aud coſtly Bracelets ſhine th 
With ſparkling Gemms, and wrought with Art Divine: L. 
Or the fair Harveſt ſhews a fruitful Soil, e 
The hungry Harpy flies and faſtens on the Spoil. 
The fertile Field and cultivated Plain- w 
Betray their Owner, and undo t he Swain. by 
| Houſes he ſeizes, and Paternal Lands 5 
From their old Lords rapaciouſly demand.: | 
4 All feel his Rage, thro' ev'ry Quarter ſpread; 0 
f He ſtrip the Living, and he heirs the Dead. Go 
| 
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diſtant Inheritances were confiſcated, if there was 
but one Perſon who wou'd affirm he had heard the 
Deceas'd ſay, while he was alive, Cæſar was his Heir. 
Beſide other Impoſts, a Tax was ſeverely exacted of 
the Jews, to which all were ſubjected who liv'd 
in the City after the Jewiſi Manner, without pub- 
lickly profeſſing the Religion, or who, diſſembling 
their Original, had avoided the Tributes impos'd 
upon that Nation. Iremember, when I was a Boy, 
an old Man of Ninety Years of Age was ſearch'd by 
a Procurator, before a very full Council, whether 
he was circumcis'd. He was from his Youth unci- 
viliz'd, of a bold confident Mind, and immoderate 
both in his Words and Actions. When Cenis, His 
Father's Concubine, upon his Return from Itria, 
offer'd to ſalute him with a Kiſs, he held her out 
his Hand. Being diſpleas'd that his Brother's Son- 
in-Law had his Servants who waited on him, clad 


in White, he cry'd out, + Oux dza.% mavriotegmin, 


There is no bearing more Princes than one. 

13. When he had obtain'd the Empire, he ſeru- 
pled not to boaſt in the Senate, ht he had given it 
before ro kis Father and his Brother, and they had now re- 


for d it to him again; nor when he recall'd his Wife, 


whom he had divorc'd; to ſay in the Edict, ſbe was 
recall to his -\- Pulvinar ;. and he heard with 7 — 
' ure 


2 


*: The Colour, it ſeems, of the Emperor's Livery. 

+ Homer, II. 2. Ulyſles ſays it to the Greeks, when 
be is endeavouring to flop their intended Flight and bring 
them into Order. Domitian applies it to his Nephew-in- 
Law, for giving his Servants a Livery of the Imperial 
Colour. | | 

—+ 4 ſacred Couch, upon which the Images of the Gods 
were plac'd; fee p. 99. This is alſo another Circumſtance 
by which Domitian aſſerts his Divinity: But the proud- 

and moſt inſolent of all, is, his expreſly ſtyling himſelf 

EUS, 4GOD, and aſſuming the Title of LORD, 
(ſee the Note, p. 105.) and even exalting his Wife into a 
Goddeſs ; a Thing without Example of any former Emperor. 
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fuce the People ſhout upon a Feſtival-Day in the 


Amphitheatre, Proſpcrity to our LORD and LADY. 
At the Capitolian Games alſo the whole Body of the 
SpeQators entreating him with one Conſent, to re. 
ſtore Palfarlus Sura, who was formerly expell'd the 


Senate, and had then won the Prize in Oratory, he 
vouchſaf d them no Anſwer, only commanded 


them by the Cryer to be ſilent. With equal Arr. © 


2 as he was dictating the Form of a Letter for 


his Procurators, he began it thus; DO MINUS G. 


DE Us naſter fic fieri jubet, Our LORD and GOD am- 
wands it to be ſo. Whence it was afterwards appoint. 
ed, that no one ſhou'd give him any other Title in 


— 
- zo = 


Words or Writing. He permitted no Statues to be 


erected to him in the Capitol, but of Gold and Sil. 
ver, and of a certain Weight. He erected ſo many 


Poſterns and Arches, adorn'd with Chariots of four 


Horſes and Triumphal Decorations, in all the Re. 
gions of the City, that upon one of them was in« 


{crib'd in Greck, *Ag#&4, Enough. He began ſeven. 


teen Conſulſhips, which was never done by any be- 


fore; of which the middlemoſt ſeven were ſucceſ. 


five without Interruption : But he held them all al- 
moſt only in Title, not retaining any one beyond 
the Kalends of May, and moſt of them bur to the 
* Ides of January. After two Triumphs, having af- 
ſum'd the Cognomen of Germanicus, he call'd the 
Months September and October, from his own Names, 


Germanicus and Domitianus ; becauſe he had receiv'd 


the Empire in one, and was born in the other. 


14. By theſe Things becoming terrible and odi- * 


ous to all Men, he was deſtroy'd at laſt by a Conſpi- 
racy of his intimate Friends and Freedmen, and even 
of his Wife. He had long had an Apprehenſion con- 


cerning the laſt Year and Day of his Life, and of the? 


very Hour, and the Kind of his Death. For the 
Chaldeans had foretold the whole to him when he 
| was 


„ < PY —— 


* 


January the 13h. 


the 
1DT. 


f the © 
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was very young. His Father alſo laugh'd at Rim 
for being afraid to eat Muſhrooms. once at Supper, 
25 not underſtanding his Deſtiny, nor conſidering. 
he ought rather to fear the Sword. Wherefore, be- 
ing always fearful and anxious, he was extravagant- 
ly allarm'd by the lighteſt Suſpicions; fo that it is 
believ'd he was reſtrain'd from executing his Edict 
for cutting down the Vines, by no other Motive, 
than becauſe Papers were thrown about with theſe: 


Verſes: © | 


El ut ee 67 eras, cus tn Xapmagogiony. 
"Ocory emanamnu Kaioner Ivouec. 


Bite off my Boughs, and eat me to the Root, 
Yet from my Stem ſhall riſe ſufficient Fruit, 
When Czſar's to the ſacred Altar led, 

To pour upon the Sacrifice's Head. 


From the ſame Terror, tho' he was moſt ambitions 
of Honours, he refus'd a new one invented for him 
and offer'd him by the Senate; by which it was de- 
creed, That as often as he aſſum'd the Conſulſhip, a Body 
of the Roman Knights, cheſen by Lot, ſbou d march before 
him in their Robes with their Military Spears, among the 
Lictors and. Apparitors, The Time of his ſuſpected 


Danger 


* Verſes in an old Greek Poet, upon a Goat's eating the 


Tendrils of the Vine, threatning him that, in Puniſhment 
for that Offence, he ſhould be ſacrificd to Bacchus, rhe 
God of the Vine: Thus Virgil, 


Et ductus cornu ſtabit facer hircus ad aram, c. 
Geor. 2. 

Thin Cakes in Chargers, and a guilty Goat 

Dragg'd by the Horns, be to his Altars broug bt; 

Whoſe offer'd Entrails ſhall his Crime reproach, 


And drip their Fatneſs from the Haxle Broach. 
| Mr. Dryden. 


q 
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Danger alſo approaching, he became more follicitous F 
every Day, and lin'd the Walls of the Portico's, in 
which he us'd to walk, with a + Phengis- Stone, by 


the Reflexion of which he cou'd diſcern whatever 
paſs d behind his Back; nor did he give the Crimi. 
nals a Hearing, but in private and alone, and hold. 
ing their Chains in his Hands. And that he might 
perſuade his Domeſticks, it was of pernicious Exam- 
ple to attempt the Murder of a Patron, he con- 
demn'd Epaphroditus, his Secretary, to loſe his Head, 
becauſe when Nero was deſerted, he was thought to 

have lent him a helping Hand to diſpatch himſelf. 
15. In a Word, Flavius Clemens, his Couſin German, 
who was a Man ſcandalcuſly * idle, and whoſe little 
Children he had openly appointed for his Succeſſors, 
and aboliſhing their former Name had commanded 
one to be called N ſpaſian and the other Domitian, he 
murder'd ſuddenly upon the moſt trivial Suſpicion, 
the very Moment he was out of his Conſulſhip. By 
which Action he haſten'd his own Ruine For eight 
Months together, there was ſuch inceſſant Thun- 
dering, that when he heard of it, he cry'd out, Feria: 
jam quem volet, Now let it ſtrike whom it will. The Capitol 
was ſmote with Lightning, and the Temple of the 
Flavian Family, the Palatine Houſe alſo, and his own 
Chamber; and the Inſcription was rent from the 
Baſis of his Triumphal Statue by the Violence of the 
Tempeſt, and thrown upon the next Monument, 
The Tree which while Vſpaſſan was a Private Per- 
ſon being overturn'd ſprung up again, fell down now 
on 


— 


+ 4 white Tranſparent Stone, found in Cappadocia. 


* This Expreſſion is underſtood to ſignify Clemens wa- 
Chriſtian, it being a common Reproach thrown on the Chri- 
ſtians by the Heathen, that they were idle and uſeleſs Per- 
ſons. This $hews us a Reaſon why St. Paul, 2 Thel. 3. | 
and elſewhere, ſtrictly enjoyns them to be diligent in their | 


. et 


Calling, and to maintain themſelves by jome honc'Employ- | 


ment. 
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on a ſudden. The Oracle of Fortune at Præneſte, which 
J pon his recommending every New Year, thro' his 
whole Reign, to her Protection, us d always to give 


him the ſame auſpicious anſwer, in his laſt recurn'd 
z; very doleful one, and not without Mention 
of Blood. He dream'd Minerva, whom he worſhip'd 
even to Superſtition, went out of her Fane, declari 

he cou'd defend him no longer, becauſe ſhe was dit- 
um'd by Jupiter. But nothing affected him ſo much 
s the Anſwer of Aſcletario the Aſtrologer, and the 
Event which befel him. He was accus'd before Do- 
nitian, and did not deny his having divulg'd what 
he had foreſeen by his Art; and being ask'd what 
End wou'd attend himſelf, and replying he ſhoutid 
fhortly be torne in Pieces by Dogs, he was order'd 
to be executed immediately, and to diſcover the Va- 
nity of his Profeſſion, to be inſtantly reduc'd to 
Aſhes. But it happen'd that a ſudden Storm throw- 
ing down the Pile, the Dogs fell upon the Body 


half. burnt, and tore it. And Latinus the Mimick, 
Jvho happen'd to obſerve it as he paſs'd by, among 


other Stories of the Day which he play'd before 
_ repreſented this Accident to him as he was at 
upper. | 

16. The Day before he was kill'd, ſpeaking to 
have ſome Muſhrooms which were preſented 


Jim, ſer aſide for the Morrow, he added, 1f indeed 1 


may be allow'd to uſe them; and turning to thoſe a- 
bout him, aſſur'd them, It wou'd come to paſs, that 
the Moon entring Aquarius the next Day, wou d beſmear 
ber ſelf with Blood, and a Deed be perpetrated, which ſbou d 
lecome the Diſcourſe of the whole World, And about 
Midnight he was fo terrify'd, that he leap'd out of 
bed. Afrer which, in the Morning-an Aruſpex out 
of Germany, who when he was conſulted concerning 
the Thunder, had foretold an Alteration of Affairs, 
being brought before him, after he had heard him 
be condemn'd him to Death. And ſcratching an 
ucerated Wart upon his Forehead pretty hard, and 
de Blood running down, I wiſh, ſays he, it wow'd end 

bers 
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bere. Inquiring then what Hour it was, inſtead of 
the fifth, which he was afraid of, they told him the 
ſixth on purpoſe. At this he was overjoy'd, as if the 
Danger was paſt; and making haſte to bathe and 
dreſs. Parthenius, his chief Chamberlain, took him a 
aſide, pietending there was one who had ſomething 
to communicate of the laſt Importance, which ads ck: 
mitted of no Delay. The Company therefore being 
all ſent off, he withdrew to his Chamber, and way 
murder'd there. 3 

17. Concerning the Manner of the Conſpiracy and 


Murder, the common Report is this: The Conſpi . | 
rators being irreſolure when and how they ſhou'd well 


attack him, that is, whether in the Bath or at Sups 
per; Stephanus, Domitila's Steward, who had they 
embezzel'd ſeveral Summs of Money, offer'd the 
his Advice and Aſſiſtance. To remove all Suſpici 
he ſwath'd up his left Arm in Wool, as if it had 
been hurt, and wore it in a Scarf, in which he comp 
ceal'd a Dagger againſt the appointed Hour; and 
undertaking to diſcover a certain Conſpiracy to him 
and being thus admitted into the Chamber, as Dow 
tian was reading a Paper which he had deliverd t 
him, with Aſtoniſhment, he ſtabb'd him into tak 
Groin ; and upon his making a Reſiſtance after th 
Blow,Clodiams the Commander of a Wing, and Maxis 
mus a Freedman of Parthenizs's, and Saturius an Offis 
cer of the Houſhold, with a certain Fellow belongs 
ing to the Gladiators, finiſh'd him with ſeven 15 
Wounds. A Boy, who according to Cuſtom look d 
after the Lares of the Chamber, and was thereforg ge 
preſent at the Murder, reported farther, that at the W 
firſt Stroke Domitian bad him reach him a Dagg® 
which lay under his Pillow, and call in his Servantsz 

but he found nothing there but the Hilr, and the ___ 
Doors were all lock'd ; and that the Emperor cloſing 
in with Stephani, threw him down, and ftruggkag. 
with him a long time, ſometimes endeavouring %% 
wreſt his Weapon from him, and ſometimes, tho lu 
Fingers were hack d and mangled, to thruſt * our 
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fyes. He was kill'd the fourteenth of the Kalends 
of October, in the forty- fourth Year of his Age and 
the fifteenth of his Reign. His Body was carry'd 
out upon a common Bier by the ordinary Bearers, 
ind his Nurſe Phillis burnt it at her Country- Houſe 
in the Latian Way, and privately convey'd the Re- 
""$J licks into the Temple of the Havian Family, and 

Inigngled them with the Aſhes of eus Daughter 

julia, whom ſhe had alſo bred up. 
I 18. His Stature was tall, his Countenance modeſt 
And freſh-colour'd, his Eyes large, but ſhort-ſighted: 
Ille was alſo handſome, eſpecially in his Youth, and 
rell proportion'd in alt Parts of his Body except his 
fret, of which his Toes were very ſhort. His Bald- 
neſs in time became a Deformity to him, and the 
Protuberancy of his Belly and the * Goutineſs of his 
legs; but theſe were afterwards reduc'd by a Jong 
FJ vickneſs which befel him. He was ſo ſenſible of 
Ils being admir'd for his graceful Aſpe&, that he 
proudly told the Senate once, Thus far ye have had. a 
Proof both of my Mind and my Looks. And his Baldnefs 
Jive him ſo much Diſturbance, that if the ſame Cir- 
tumſtance was objected to any one elſe, either in 
eſt or Reproach, he rookit as a Reflection on him- 
elf: Tho' in a fmall Treatiſe he wrote to a Friend 
concerning the Management of the Hair, he inſerted 
his Paſſage for his Friend's Conſolation and his own, 


t 'Ouy* d egg 1 14.3% e TEUE JASHs 


deeſt thou not how my happy Features ſhine, 
With pleaſing Grace, and Vigour Maſculine ? 


4 | My 


Tat. Crurum Gracilitate. The Word Gracilitate 
Wl i reaſonably rejected by the Criticks, and Gravitate ſup- 
ei; and the Pronoun quæ which follows, and the Verb 
emacruerant, ay refer to the Obeſitas Ventris and 
JI Crurum Gravitas. | 

Homer, I. 21, 
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My Locks muſt alſo undergo the ſame Fate; and I patient 1 5 
bear my Hair's growing old even in my Youth. For kn 


there is nothing more pleaſing than Beauty, nor of ſhorteſt 


Duration. 


19. Being impatient of Labour, he ſeldom walk 
thro' the City on Foot, and very rarely rode og 


Horſeback in an Expedition or a March, but wa 


generally carry'd in a Litter. He had no Inclinatio 


to Arms, but was mightily addicted to Archery 
and many have ſeen him kill a hundred Wild Beaſt 
of various Sorts, ſeveral times in the Albane Grove 


with his Arrows, which he wou'd purpoſely fix ſo of 
ſome of their Heads, that at two Shoots he wou'T 
plant as it were a Pair of Horns upon them. Some 
times alſo he made a Boy ſtand at a Diſtance, an 
holding up his Hand for à Mark with his Finger 
ſpread out, he direQed his Shafts ſo skilfully, as tf 
lodge them between Finger and Finger withouf 
. FE ther 

20. At the Beginning of his Reign he negletes ** 


hurting him. 
the Liberal Studies, tho he took Care at a vaſt Ex 
Fire, procuring Copies from all Parts, and ſendin 


Perſons to Alexandria to tranſcribe and correct then 
Yet he never employ'd any Pains to underſtand e 


ther Hiſtory or Poetry, or even to obtain a tolerablg 


Style for common Uſe. Beſide the Commentarie 


and Acts of Tiberius Ceſar, he read Nothing, and bag” 
his Epiſtles and Orations and Edits drawn by and 


ther. Yet his Diſcourſe was not inelegant, and h 


ich, | 


contin 
Fxerc. 
Concu 


| inp 


c Wa 


gin; | 


f 5 23 1.8 marry 
pence to reſtore the Libraries which were ruin d by 


ind v 


lov'd 


that h 
Death 


ceptic 


® 


Sayings were ſometimes well-turn'd ; as, I wiſh I wal 


as handſome as Metius thinks himſelf to be. And 8 
certain Perſon's Head of Hair which was partly yes 


low and white, he call'd, Mead mix'd with Snow; ang 
the Condition of Princes, he laid, was moſt — | 


* There cannot be a more juſt ReficFion in Politicks tha 


his, the People being gent rally apt to ſuſpect a Conſpiracy 
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Wi, People wou'd not believe they had diſcover d a Conſpi- 
TJ, unleſs they were kill d. | | 
21. In his idle Hours, he diverted himſelf with 
ming at the Dye, even upon f ordinary Days, and 
IE i the Morning. He bath'd every Day, and made 
oi i full Dinner, ſo that he ſeldom eat any thing at 
wa Jupper, except a Matian Apple, with a ſmall Draught 
10& but of a Vial. He gave frequent Feaſts, and very 
c, but his Meals were generally ſhort ; at leaſt, 
altÞ'% never began after Sunſer, nor continu'd at Table 
VE beyond that Hour. For till Bed-time he did no- 
ding but walk in ſome private Place alone. 
u 22. Being extravagantly given to Luſt, he call'd his 
ne ontinual act ing it,Clinopales, as if it had been a fort of 
ng Exerciſe. There was a Report as if he ſmooth'd his 
en (oncubines himſelf, and us'd to ſwim among a Com- 
any of the moſt ordinary Strumpets. Having, while 
was eſpous'd to Domitia, utterly refus'd his Bro- 
© !ther's Daughter, who was offer d him when a Vir- 
te zin; he not long after corrupted her when ſhe was 
x# marry'd to another, even while Titus was living; 
b ad when ſhe had loſt her Father and Husband, he 
DE br'd her openly with the moſt ardent Paſſion; fo 
cht he is thought to have been the Cauſe of her 


11 Death, by forcing her to * miſcarry of her Con- 
eption. | | | 


108 | — 


9 


* |cious Occaſion of taking off any Perſons they diſlike or fear: 
And therefore Princes are unde an unhappy Dilemma, 
FJ tither to expoſe themſelves to this Suſpicion of t heir Subject, 
bey cruſh a Conſpiracy early while it us juſt form d and 
u not publickly notorious, or to run the laſt Hazard by ſuf- 
Fring it to make ſome” Progreſs befare they ſuppreſs it, and 
then perhaps it may be out of their Power, g 
his was contrary to the Cuſtom, and was the Sign. ef 
II idle and diſſolute Perſon. See p. 1 20. 
" Believing it was by her late Hutband. 


ies, 23. The 


Pay ito be a Fineſſe of Princes, to furniſh themſelves with a ſpe- 
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23. The People bore his Death with Indifferenee 
but the Soldiers took it with the utmoſt Affliction | 
and endeavour d to get the Style of Divas immediate 
ly conferr'd upon him; being ready alſo to revengg 
him, if they had not wanted Leaders: But they by: 
it ſoon after, fiercely demanding the Authors of the 
Murder to be puniſh'd. On the contrary the Senate 
was ſo overjoy'd at it, that they crouded to the Houſ@ 
in Heaps, and cou'd not forbear laſhing him now dead 
with the moſt contumelious and bitter Expreſſions | 
and order'd Ladders to be brought in, and his Shield$ 
and Images taken down before their Face, and daſt'q; 
againſt the Stones: Laſtly they decreed his Title 
ſhou'd be eras'd in all Parts, and his Memory utter 
ly aboliſh'd. A few Months before he was kill'd| 
a Raven ſpoke in the Capitol, and ſaid, "Eg mynd 
xs, A Things will be well. Nor was one wanting 
who interpreted the Omen thus: 


Nuper Tarpeio que ſedit culmine Cornix, ©, 
Eſt bene, non poruit dicere, dixit, Erie, 


The Raven perch'd on the Tarpeian Hill, 
Cou'd not ſay, Ti, but ſaid, Ie will be well. 


And they ſay Domitian dream'd himſelf, that a Bunc 
of Golden Fleſh grew out behind his Neck, and be- 
liev'd firmly, that a more happy and flouriſhing 
State of the Republick after his Death was portend 
ed; which came to paſs indeed in a little while 
o the bſtinence and Moderation of the following 
Princes, 
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ULIUS CS AR, was born 
in the Year of Rome 654; ; before 
CuRiIsST 100; Reign from the 
Battel of Pharſalia 4 Years, and 
was kill'd in the 56th Year "of his 

e, before Cur15T 44. 
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Paſſage. 
Made a "Military Tribune, bid. 


dent Governour to Spain. 3 
Returns 


The CONTENTS. 


Returns to Rome. | C1cert 
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